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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Designed in the French Classical style of Louis XV, the
James B. Duke Mansion has an imposing presence and is
prominently situated on the northeast corner of Fifth Avenue
and 78th Street with its main entrance on the side street.

Built of fine limestone which resembles marble, the mansion
appears from the street to be of two stories. However, an
attic story is hidden behind the imposing stone balustrade and
the building is actually three stories high. The mansion is
well proportioned and is surrounded by an open area behind

a sidewalk balustrade. The main (south) facade is seven

bays wide and the west elevation on Fifth Avenue is four bays
wide. : The main entrance,
located in the central bay of the south elevation, consists of
a two-story portico, crowned by a pediment. The recessed
doorway on the first floor is flanked by Doric columns and

the doorway on the second floor by Ionic columns. The

portico is articulated by large quoins which also mark the
corners of the house.

The large ground floor windows framed by banded moldings of stone
have stone balustrades connected by a band course. The

windows of the second floor are surmounted by carved swags and
have banded moldings and wrought iron guards. Handsome low

relief stone panels decorate the walls between the windows

of both floors. The horizontal elements are a belt course between
floors, a plain entablature and a modillioned cornice.

The plan of the mansion is basically rectangular with a

one bay wing which potrudes on the north side. The interiors
of the house are also in the French Classical style of Louis XV.
A vestibule leads to the large main hall with carved stone
reliefs depicting putti and other classically inspired
figures. The polychromatic marble floor, free-standing
sculpture and wide marble staircase, which 1is U-shaped and
£ills most of the north wall of the hall, all create a sense
of imposing sumptuousness achieved with dignity. OfE.of this
main hall are two small reception rooms which flank the
vestibule and four large corner rooms: on the southwest,

the paneled library; on the northwest, the dining room; on the
southeast, the drawing room; and on the northeast, the
rectangular music room. Largest of the four rooms, the music
room is decorated with gilded swags above arched openings,

low relief panels, fluted pilasters with gilded composite
capitals and an architrave decorated with gilded festoons and
a gilded cornice.
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A small balcony is set into an arched opening in the wall

and is decorated with an iron rail. Behind this open arch

was space for a small group to provide music for balls held

in the room. The second floor has seven bedrooms, three along
the west side, three on the east side and one in the center

of the main facade. There are a variety of small rooms serving
as linen and clothes rooms, baths, dressing rooms, a pantry,
and numerous closets.

The basement contains a number of rooms whose original use
reveals the varilety of support facilities necessary for
running a household of wealth at the turn of the century. The
largest room is the laundry, and there is also a large kitchen
and servants' dining hall. The third floor has twelve
servants rooms, as well as linen and serving rooms.

In 1958, the interior was adapted for educational use by

Robert Venturi, Cope, and Lippencott, without alteration of the
original details of walls, floors, or ceilings. Today the
Institute of Fine Arts uses the basement for its laboratory.

The main floor is used for classes. The second floor contains
the Institute's library; the free-standing book stacks were
designed to have no.effect on the walls. The third floor

now provides offices for the professors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former James B. Duke Mansion, now New York University's
Institute of Fine Arts, is a significant example of the type of
elaborate turn-of -the-century townhouse built by wealthy \
New Yorkers along Fifth Avenue at Central Park. Designed in 1909
by Horace Trumbauer after the eighteenth century Labottiere
. Mansion in Bordeaux, the mansion is in the French Classical

style of Louls XV.

The exterior proportions of the mansion create a sense of great
presence and space on what is in fact a completely occupied

corner lot. The use of a balustrade along the sidewalk with an
open space between it and the house defines the limits of the
property and serves to separate it physically and visually from
the street. The interiors, with tall ceilings and large
well-proportioned rooms full of statues and low relief carvings
of classical inspiration, are imposing and dignified. This house
was meant to impress and dazzle the visitor. Built for
entertainment on a grand scale in a lavish age, there is nonetheless
a feeling of liveability in the smaller first floor rooms.
Designed for a self-made man, the house is at once dignified

and showy.

James Buchanan Duke (1856-1925) pegan 1life on a farm in North
Carolina and grew to fulfill the great American dream of "rags to
riches." Washington Duke and his sons, Benjamin and James,

began retailing tobacco off their farm after the Civil War.

By the 1880's, James had become enormously wealthy and by 1889
his firm was selling half the cigarettes; in America. In 1890
James B. Duke became president of the American Tobacco Company ,
made up of the six principal cigarette manufacturers in the country.
In 1911, while Duke's Fifth Avenue mansion was still belng built,
the Supreme Court ordered the dissolution of the American Tobacco
Company under the antitrust laws. Duke was undaunted and with
characteristic creativity and style, leaving nothing to

chance, set about creating his own competitors. He also created
the Southern Power Company to develop the water-power of the
Southern Piedmont; in 1924 he assigned these holdings in trust
for Duke University (named for him) and for other charitable

purposes. He lived in the Fifth Avenue house until his death in 1925,
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Horace Trumbauer (1869-1938), the architect of the Duke mansion,
was himself a self-made man. In 1892, when he was only 23

years old, he established his own office in Philadelphia and

in general practiced alone. He designed a number of public

and commercial buildings in Philadelphia, as well as buildings
in Boston and New York. Besides the Duke residence in New York,
he also designed the Herbert N. Straus House (1932) at

9 E. 71lst Street, the Carhart House (1913) at 3 East 95th
Street (now the Lycee Francaise de New York), the Douglas
Residence (1911) at 57 Park Avenue now the Olympic House,

and Wildenstein and Company (1932) at 19 East 64th Street.

The Duke Mansion today is successfully used to house the

graduate fine arts division of New York University. It is a
significant example of adaptive reuse since the original fabric

of the building was carefully preserved by the firm of Robert Venturi ,
Cope and Lippencott when the building was converted to its

present use in 1958.
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James B=: Duke Mansion

1 East 78th Street, New York, N.Y.

Photo: N.Y.C. Landmarks Pres. Commission,
1965

Neg.: N.Y.C. L.P.C.

Main hall, west side
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1965
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

IN REPLY REFER TO!:

H34-880

APR 2 9 1977

Dear Property Owner:

The National Register is that list of evidences of the past deemed

worthy of keeping for the future by the Secretary of the Interior.

According to information submitted to the National Park Service by

the State, you own property that has been nominated to the National
Register which is pending review in our office.

Since you may not have been aware of the benefits and provisions of
the Tax Reform Act of 1976 when your property was nominated, we are
sending informative material at this time which may supplement infor-
mation you have already received from the State. If you wish to make
comments about your property in light of the National Register
"Criteria for Evaluation" (see enclosed green leaflet), we will be
pleased to consider them. Comments should be made within 30 days of
the date of this letter and should be addressed to Dr. William J.
Murtagh, Keeper of the National Register, National Park Service,
Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Information concerning standards for rehabilitation (see information
sheet) may be obtained from Technical Preservation Services, Office
of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park Service,
Departiment of the Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Questions concerning the National Register program or the implemen-
tation of the historic preservation provisions of the Tax Reform

Act should also be addressed to the Keeper of the National Register.

Inquiries must include the name of the property and address to be
properly handled.

Sincg%;ly yours,

William J. Murtag?/
Keeper of the National Regisuér

Enclosures
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( ’.“9 James B., Mansion New York
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Also Notified

Hon. Daniel P, Moynihan

Hon, Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. Edward I. Koch Mr, Orin Lehman

Hon. Edward W. Pattison Coumissioner, Parke and Recreation
Agency Building #1

Regional Director, North Atlantic Region hym um Plaza
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