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iNAME
HISTORIC

Jhe Brooklyn Museum
AND/OR COMMON

The Brooklyn Museum

LOCATION t
STREETS. NUMBER Washington Avenue

_____ Eastern Parkway/ Southwest- o£.,/____________ —not for publication
CITY, TOWN

Brooklyn . VICINITY OF

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

16th - Elizabeth Holtzman
STATE

New York
CODE
36

COUNTY

Kings
CODE

047

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY

—DISTRICT
X-BUILDING(S)

—STRUCTURE

—SITE

—OBJECT

OWNERSHIP
—PUBLIC 

X—PRIVATE 
—BOTH

PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—IN PROCESS 
—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
X—OCCUPIED 
—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X—YES: RESTRICTED 
—YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE
—AGRICULTURE X.MUSEUM 
—COMMERCIAL 
—EDUCATIONAL

—PARK

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS 
—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—INDUSTRIAL

—MILITARY

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER:

[OWNER OF PROPERTY

Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences
STREETS NUMBER

Eastern Parkway and Washington Avenue
CITY, TOWN Brooklyn VICINITY OF

STATE

New York
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

city Register's Office
COURTHOUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

STREETS NUMBER

Municipal Building
CITY, TOWN

Brooklyn
STATE

New York
g REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

DATE
New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, i.p-ois*^
March 15, 1966 —FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY XlOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
CITY, TOWN

New York
STATE

New York



DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

X-EXCELLENT

—GOOD
—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
—UNALTERED 

X—ALTERED

CHECK ONE
JCORIGINALSITE 
—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Brooklyn Musemn stands on the south side of Eastern 
Parkway northeast of the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, at 
the north end of Prospect Park. Grand Army Plaza and the 
Park Slope residential district are located west of the 
museum, and the Botanical Garden is adjacent on the south.

The museum's architects originally conceived of the 
building as an immense square divided into four quadrants 
with four inner courts surrounded by galleries. Of this 
plan only the north side and the northeast quadrant have 
been constructed, forming an L-shaped structure which 
occupies four and a half acres. Constructed of Indiana 
Limestone, the building is 510' in length, and stands four 
and a half stories in height.

The main portion of the neo-classical structure is the 
north side, along Eastern Parkway. The long horizontal 
mass of this facade is balanced by projecting pavillions 
located in the center and at the ends of the facade. The 
central pavillion constitutes the dominant feature of the 
composition because of its greater projection, the dome 
which rises above it, and its Ionic hexastyle portico.
The portico's pediment is decorated by elaborate architectural 
elements including sculptured figures in the tympanum, and 
the shell and anthemion cresting. The end pavillions project 
less prominently from the main wall plane, and rise only 
a little higher than the walls of the basic horizontal 
mass. A pair of engaged Ionic columns mark these pavillions. 
The bays which intervene between the pavillions are 
articulated by pilasters which rise from the structure's 
raised basement to a full classical entablature. The walls 
extend above the entablature and are decorated by cresting 
and by twenty heroic-sized sculptured figures which stand 
on low pedestal blocks above each pilaster and engaged columns. 
Simple classical architraves surround each window. The 
sculpture which ornaments the facade and the names carved in 
the frieze represent aspects of knowledge.

The east elevation consists of seven bays and a corner 
pavillion. The wall treatment repeats the architectural 
motifs of the east elevation except that low pilasters were 
substituted for statuary above the cornice of the main wall.
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Deviating from the original scheme, the rear (south 
side) of the building was finished off with plain masonry 
walls pierced by a few windows. The interior of the building 
contains numerous galleries, but only one of the four courts 
envisioned in the original scheme. Known as the auditorium 
Court, this room is an interpretation of the small cloister 
at the Church of Santa Maria della Pace (1504) in Rome.

The only significant alteration of the main facade 
was the removal in 1937 of the portico stairway by the 
Works Progress Administration. The scuptured figures at 
the front entrance, installed in 1963, were carved in 1916 
by Daniel Chester French for the entrance to the Manhattan 
Bridge. The firm of Brown, Lawford and Forbes added 
a projection at the rear of the structure to accomodate 
a stairwell and an entrance from the parking lot. A new 
addition to the rear has been planned by the firm of 
Prentice, Chan, and Ohlhausen. Within the museum, installation 
of additional gallery space has at least partially concealed 
the colonnades which separated the central rotunda 
from the galleries which lay to the east and west.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 
—1400-1499 
—1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
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-Xl 800-1899 
_Xl 900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
__AGRICULTURE

X-ARCHITECTURE

—ART
—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS
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—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS
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—ENGINEERING
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—LAW
—LITERATURE

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

-EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—MILITARY
—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

X-SCULPTURE 
—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 
—THEATER 
—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES design builder/architect ___^ TYU-^

1895-1906 constructionMcKim^ Meady and White
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brooklyn Museum, significant architecturally as 
an example of the American neo-classical style and historically 
as an important cultural institution, was built between 
1895 and 1906 according to the design of McKim, Mead, and 
White. Although only a portion of the grandiose architectural 
scheme originally conceived by the architects, the museum 
building is an expression of the civic pride and cultural 
sophistication of Brooklyn at the turn of the century. The 
museum's architectural significance is enhanced by exterior 
statuary and sculptural decoration by Daniel Chester French.

In 1823 one hundred residents of the community of Brooklyn 
formed the Apprentice's Library which, although short-lived, 
was reorganized in 1843 as the Brooklyn Institute. Formed for 
the purpose of "enlarging the knowledge in literature, science 
and art," the organization received a large endowment from 
Augustus Graham, a wealthy Brooklyn distiller.

The community which the Institute served grew into a 
significant urban center during the second half of the 
nineteenth century, particularly after the opening of the 
Brooklyn Bridge in 1883. An influx of wealthy merchants 
and professionals heightened the cultural aspirations of the 
community and expanded the needs of the Institute. In 1890 
the organization founded the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and 
Sciences, and three years later a grandiose architectural 
scheme for a new museum facility was devised for the Institute 
by the architectural firm of McKim, Mead, and White.

Financed by the City of Brooklyn and subsequently the 
City of New York, construction began in 1895 at the northern
TSq? Prospect Park. The west wing was completed in
• central pavillion in 1904, and the east wing
in 1906. The immense square edifice conceived by the architects

structure which did result however constitutes the completed north or street side of the
M^nu^nt^? ^ significant architectural achievement.
Monumental in scale, the museum building is an articulate 
American expression of neo-classical design of the late
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Division for Historic Preservation
DATE

August, 1976
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518-474-0479
CITY OR TOWN
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STATE

New York
I0STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
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nineteenth century. It is an excellent example of McKim, 
Mead, and White's work in this style.

With the construction of the limestone facility on 
Eastern Parkway, the Institute began redirecting its efforts 
away from a generalist educational institution toward a 
museum specializing in the fine arts. This change was 
completed during the 1930's. Continuing to serve the 
cultural needs of Brooklyn, the Institute today uses its 
structure to house its offices, to exhibit its well regarded 
collections, and to present a variety of educational, 
theatrical, and musical programs. A significant contribution 
to the visual environment, the Brooklyn Museum is an 
important part of Brooklyn's physical and cultural identity.

1

■ \ ..



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET Bibliography item number

FOR NPSUSE ONLY

RECEIVED OEC 8 1976
DATE ENTERED

County

#9 page 1

Brooklyn Museum. The Brooklyn Museum Handbook. 
Brooklyn: Brooklyn Museum, 1967.

Goldstone, Harmon H. and Martha Dalrymple. History 
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION
305 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N. Y, 10007

F.lizabeth K. Ralph
Research Assistant
nivision of Historic Preservati
South Sivan Street Building
Albany, N.Y. 12223

Dear "Is. Ralph:

ber 3, 1976

m

The Brooklyn Museum photo of the front facade is an accurate 
and up to date. There liave been no alterations or changes to the 
building. I liave recently visited the building and find this to 
be true.

Sincerely,

I
Daniel P. Brunetto 
Landmarks Specialist

DPBrcg ■1
:vf

'■'4

CHAIRMAN: BEVERLY MOSS SHATt /' VICE-CHAIRMAN: MORRIS KETCHUM. ,JR.
EDWARD A. AMES / MARGARET BEYER / ELISABETH COIT I BAR IIARAl.i.F IHAMONSTKIN / WARREN W. GRAN 

STEPHEN S. LASH / HAWTHORNE E. LEE ' HENRY K. I.IMH-' ,|R. / PAUL K. PARKER, ,)R.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YOBK

Date Entered AUG 2 2 1977 'I
Najie

-«■

Location ■.■ Ur%>

Brooklyn Mummsb Brooklyn 
Kings County

■ft^#
. xft-ft'

■

. . "P

Also Notified

Eon. Jacob K. Javlts 
Hon. Daniel P. j^^oynihan 
Hon. Leo C. Zeferetti

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Orln Lelanan
Conmlssloner, Parks axid Recreation 
Agency Building #1 

Regional Director. North Atlantic Koplre State Plaza
Region Albany, New York 12238

L 880 Mott/ej 8-26-77
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DATE, V-V-77 

Reviewer INITIALS i />!TC.

-A
NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER, 

OTHER KAKES,

Brooklyn Museum
)L^■\

DOE
AUG 2-2 1977

location;
STREET k NUMBER Eastern Parkway and Washington Ave. 

oTY.TowM Brooklyn 

STATE New York 36

eONORESbiONAL DISTRICT i 5
VIONITY OF codeCOUNTY

Kings t)47
OWNER OF property; (Circle) (prito^) state local govt municipal county other

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME) :

NPS REGION: (CIRCLEMID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOOm/EST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTffiffiST

features: ANTERIOR

CONDITION

EXTERIOR SNVIRONSi Substeuitially intact-1 I^Substantially intact-2 J^ubstantiallv intact-3
_ unknown - 4 __unknown .-5 _ unknown -6
_ not applicable - 7 — not applicable - 8 _ appi j caile-9

^ —Interior, exterior, environs not intacc-0 .
_ EXCELLENT _DETERIORATEO .^j^UklTEREO >^u-.

—RUINS ^^TEREO

—UNEXPOSED -Reconstructed
_Pnexcavate<T -Excavated

tEXCELLENT
-£OOD
—FAIR

^ORIGINAL SITE 
—MOVED
—UnJenewn

ACCESS- fYgs^estricted^ Yes-unrestricted No access

historic district‘d yes no-
Unknown

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IP YES, NAME:

YES Jft-

HITHIN NATIONAL HISTOPJC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME:

NO. ■9'

ADAPTIVE use: YES NO, Saved ? YES HO

FUNCTION (S): (use vocabulary words)

tben-iv\usatfv\

now- muscjuiVv

significance;

^RCHCaiUGYPREHiSTORK^
—ARCHCOlOGV-HtSTORfC
—AGRICULTURE
—ARCHITECTURE
—ART
—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

Claims

—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION
—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

? —UNDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —REUGION 
—lAw/Gov’t/politiCS —SOENCE 
—UTERATURE
—MILITARY 
—MUSIC 
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POUTiCVGOVERNMENT

—SOQAL/HUMANITARIAN

—TRANSPORTATION 
—OTHER (SPEOFY)

.entertainment 
-.health 
.—recreation 
—settlement 
^soclo/cultural
_urban & connnun

planning

’’first’- YES NO '^oldest’-’ yes
NO '*onlyl? YES NO
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE; A/tO^Classicol 8tuiucJ

a^tect/m.builder:N«X,m,M«<ul..uJV.at engineer;

landsrapygarden designer; artist/artisan:*^*^

interior decorator: / CbtoUA. fiw(\dr\
* ouilder/contractor:

ETHNIC group;

NAMES;

(label role 
&

appropriate dace)

personal

events

- ■.I'-

institutional

dates; date of construction (Specific date or 1/4 of century) rife's*-
• DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:/q3l . peitic» itfllA-UJOy (JP/^

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE (S) : iCULf kiM. iUj Donut ChtaltA, PuTiCtX

source: (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE STATE

• OTHER FEDERAL'AGENCY;
ACREAGE, nearest tenth of an acre)

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

COMMENTS; (iiiclude architectural information here)

SIGNIFICANCE.(maximum two sentences) ^ J

lo (XjLC<YYU)daJtL -Mm. ?r60ttli^A IwiHVulLOf Afl* + Sctwvci^ j tfUtj pilfiadtrj

• buiM iqoo^' JUCjyu^;^ ^
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^E'*'«'T377
’©nFs~wIgk>n

! J / XZ. /■ f( <. LC C/^ LCf //^Zc-<7vy - 6- /■/. T ■ - C- I y^•'\‘^ / *-y I \OWNER 0T’RIV^TE OSTME D,^ICIPAI DcWnTY DMULIIPLE □TtDERAK^tncy name) —V  (g)ADMi,tfi^RATC

OnxiSTINr. SURVEYS DHABS DHAER □NHlI@FUNDED? QrES Ono ©congress, district ©source of nomination DSTATE DfEOEIlAl
'------------------------------------------------------------ ---------------------------- -pt:^------------------------------------------------ -------------- ------------------ ----------V7=^--------------------------- if stit

^^coynty cod«

®ADMI,PfiTTRATOR:.

,;i-;u (•'«r,:s*L REC1SU8 KISIORIC OISIRICI?
rvis. __________ □ko
CONDITION 

^ E^excellent
□ good
□ fair

(I^WITHIN NATIOliAL HISTORIC LANCHA8X?
□ yes, name. , GNO

__________ DSTATE
@ ACREAGE J-

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed
□ un excavated

□altered □original site
□ unaltered □ moved
□ reconstructed Dunknown
□ excavated

if state wlio prepiied form?

PfbcAL Dprivate ORCANITATION

@features; ^DSIffSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 kC35»^STANTIAUY INTACT-2 « S-Stf^STANTIALLY INTACT■ 3 
- _ 2q not INTACT-0 OQnOT INTACT-O

“ “□ UNKNOWN-5 >DUNKN0WN-6
-------- ------------- Sg NOT APPLICABLE-9

2DN0T INTACT-O 
"□UNKNOWN-4 
^□NOT APPLICABLE-7 2d NOT APPLICABLE-8

.^ACCESS P^S-RosIrlcled DYES-UnrotlriclBd □ No Acc«»« □ Unknown ©AOAPTIYEUSE GYEStgiio[@ SAVEO? DYES I IS PROPERTY A HISTORIC DISTRICT? □ ye*

@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :
□ ARCHEOLOGY-prelii$toric-2 □ COMMERCE-6
□ AfiCHEOLOGY-hi$tefic-l
□ ^ICULTURE-3 
SltRCHITECTURE-4

□ ART-5

□ ENGINEERING-n
□ ENTERTAINMENT-26

□ COMMUNICATIONS-7 G EXPLORATION-12
□ CONSERVATIOM-B □ HEALTH-27
□ RjONOMICS-9 □ INOUSTRY-13
□aoUCATION-IO OlNVEHTION-M

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15
□ LAW-16
□ llTERATURE-17
□ MILITARY- IB
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 □ RECREATION -2B
□ REllGION-22 □ SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)
□ SOCIAL/CULTURAl-30 _______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25

.^functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT;
currently: ~/ri

^dates of initial constructioi^: /yfS^/fOC^
major alterations; /f3y e
historic events;/^-5J/

©CLAIMS: explain 
‘first’□

‘ oldest* □

•only’ □

Cj /j^S'3

(ETHNIC GROUP ' ASSOCIATION

^archit.otur.1 styl.(s). ^ ^ ^

.^landscape architect/ garden designer:

^architect:

0interior decorator:

^NAMES give role & date
personal:

events:

^master builder:

^ artist: partisan:

^engineer:

^builder/contractor:
“yKi____--C.^ J_________________

.institutional:
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