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The Brooklyn Museum stands on the south side of Eastern
Parkway northeast of the Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, at
the north end of Prospect Park. Grand Army Plaza and the
Park Slope residential district are located west of the
museum, and the Botanical Garden is adjacent on the south.

The museum's architects originally conceived of the
building as an immense square divided into four quadrants
with four inner courts surrounded by galleries. Of this
plan only the north side and the northeast quadrant have
been constructed, forming an L-shaped structure which
occupies four and a half acres. Constructed of Indiana
Limestone, the building is 510' in length, and stands four
and a half stories in height.

The main portion of the neo-classical structure is the
north side, along Eastern Parkway. The long horizontal
mass of this facade is balanced by projecting pavillions
located in the center and at the ends of the facade. The
central pavillion constitutes the dominant feature of the
composition because of its greater projection, the dome
which rises above it, and its Ionic hexastyle portico.
The portico's pediment is decorated by elaborate architectural
elements including sculptured figures in the tympanum, and
the shell and anthemion cresting. The end pavillions project
less prominently from the main wall plane, and rise only
a little higher than the walls of the basic horizontal
mass. A pair of engaged Ionic columns mark these pavillions.
The bays which intervene between the pavillions are
articulated by pilasters which rise from the structure's
raised basement to a full classical entablature. The walls
extend above the entablature and are decorated by cresting
and by twenty heroic-sized sculptured figures which stand
on low pedestal blocks above each pilaster and engaged columns.
Simple classical architraves surround each window. The
sculpture which ornaments the facade and the names carved in
the frieze represent aspects of knowledge.

The east elevation consists of seven bays and a corner
pavillion. The wall treatment repeats the architectural
motifs of the east elevation except that low pilasters were
substituted for statuary above the cornice of the main wall.
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Deviating from the original scheme, the rear (south
side) of the building was finished off with plain masonry
walls pierced by a few windows. The interior of the building
contains numerous galleries, but only one of the four courts
envisioned in the original scheme. Known as the auditorium
Court, this room is an interpretation of the small cloister
at the Church of Santa Maria della Pace (1504) in Rome.

The only significant alteration of the main facade
was the removal in 1937 of the portico stairway by the
Works Progress Administration. The scuptured figures at
the front entrance, installed in 1963, were carved in 1916
by Daniel Chester French for the entrance to the Manhattan
Bridge. The firm of Brown, Lawford and Forbes added
a projection at the rear of the structure to accomodate
a stairwell and an entrance from the parking lot. A new
addition to the rear has been planned by the firm of
Prentice, Chan, and Ohlhausen. Within the museum, installation
of additional gallery space has at least partially concealed
the colonnades which separated the central rotunda
from the galleries which lay to the east and west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Brooklyn Museum, significant architecturally as
an example of the American neo-classical style and historically
as an important cultural institution, was built between
1895 and 1906 according to the design of McKim, Mead, and

White.

Although only a portion of the grandiocse architectural

scheme originally conceived by the architects, the museum
building is an expression of the civic pride and cultural

sophistication of Brooklyn at the turn of the century.

The

museum's architectural significance is enhanced by exterior
statuary and sculptural decoration by Daniel Chester French.

In 1823 one hundred residents of the

formed the Apprentice's Library which,
was reorganized in 1843 as the Brooklyn Institute.

community of Brooklyn
although short-lived,

Formed for

the purpose of "enlarging the knowledge in literature, science
and art," the organization received a large endowment from
Augustus Graham, a wealthy Brooklyn distiller.

The community which the Institute served grew into a
significant urban center during the second half of the
nineteenth century, particularly after the opening of the

Brooklyn Bridge in 1883.

An influx of wealthy merchants

and professionals heightened the cultural aspirations of the

community and expanded the needs of the Institute.

In 1890

the organization founded the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and
Sciences, and three years later a grandiose architectural
scheme for a new museum facility was devised for the Institure
by the architectural firm of McKim, Mead, and White.

Financed by the Cit

City of New York,

most end of Prospect Park.
1897, the central pavillion in 1904,
The immense square edifice

in 1906.
was never completed.

constitutes the comple
design and is in itsel

Monumental in scale,

American expression of neo-

y of Brooklyn and subsequently the
construction began in 1895 at the northern

The west wing was completed in

and the east wing
conceived by the architects

The structure which did result however
ted north or street side of the
f a significant architectural achievement.

the museum building is an articulate
classical design of the late
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nineteenth century. It is an excellent example of McKim,
Mead, and White's work in this style.

With the construction of the limestone facility on
Eastern Parkway, the Institute began redirecting its efforts
away from a generalist educational institution toward a
museum specializing in the fine arts. This change was
completed during the 1930's. Continuing to serve the
cultural needs of Brooklyn, the Institute today uses its
structure to house its offices, to exhibit its well regarded
collections, and to present a variety of educational,
theatrical, and musical programs. A significant contribution
to the visual environment, the Brooklyn Museum is an
important part of Brooklyn's physical and cultural identity.
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Looking at the north facade.
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION

305 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10007

Elizabeth K. Ralph

Research Assistant

Division of Historic Preservati
South Sivan Street Building
Albany, N.Y. 12223

Dear Ms. Ralph:

The Rrooklyn Museum photo of the front facade is an accurate
and up to date. There have becn no alterations or changes to the
building. I have recently visited the building and find this to
be true.

Sincercly,

i

) . . /
/ / g CeRaHE /
! % ¢ g

Paniel P. Brunetto
Landmarks Specialist

NDPB:cg

CHAIRMAN: BEVERLY MOSS SPATT / VICE-CHAIRMAN: MORRIS KETCHUM, JR.
EDWARD A. AMES / MARGARET BEYER / 'ELISABETH COIT / BARBARALEF DIAMONSTEIN ; WARREN W. GRAN
STEPHEN S. LASH / HAWTHORNE E. LEE / HENRY F. LUDIM N, JR. / PAUL E. PARKER, JR.
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Hon, Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon, Daniel P. Moynihan Mr. Orin Lehman
Hon. Leo C. Zeferetti Commissioner, Parks and Recreation

Agency Building #1
Regional Director, North Atlantic Empire State Plaza
Region Albany, New York 12238

[ 880 Mott/ej 8-26-77
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