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The hamlet of Charlton Is located in the town of Charlton In the southern 
part of Saratoga County. The topography consists of gently rolling hills and 
knolls. Alplaus Kill, a sizeable creek, meanders to the south of the hamlet.
The town of Charlton contains good farm lands, some areas being underlaid by 
limestone. Due to its proximity to the Trl-Clty area, (Schenectady, Albany, 
and Troy), suburbia is gradually engulfing the little hamlet,replacing the 
surrounding pastures with new housing, but the approach is still pleasantly 
rural.

The historic district encompasses a rectangular area approximately 1320 feet 
by 4660 feet, one hundred and twenty three acres in extent. It contains forty-nine 
buildings. IVbst of the structures are residences, but the district contains as 
well a fire hall, historical society headquarters, furniture store, garage, 
church and tavern.

IVbst of the structures in the hamlet are strung out along County Route 51 
(JVfein Street). County Route 52 (Swaggertown Road and Jockey Street) foims one 
intersection to the west while County Route 53 (Old Stage Road) forms another 
to the east.

Due to the Irregular configuration of property lines, the district boundaries 
have been set as follows: on the north, 660 feet to the north of the center line 
of Main Street; to the south 660 feet to the south of the center line of Main 
Street. To the east and west the boundary connects the ends of the north and 
south boundaries forming right angles. The east boundary is 660 feet to the 
east of the center line of Lake Hill Road. The western boundary is 660 feet 
to the west of Jockey Street.

The district contains six structures believed to date from before l800, 
fifteen from the period I8OO-I830, thirteen from I83O-I88O, three from I88O- 
1930 and twelve from 1930 to the present. Almost all of the buildings are 
sided with wood painted white or with a modem shingle replacansnt. The fire 
house, Charlton village shop and one dwelling are of brick. The old schoolhouse 
(now St. Paul's library) is stucco, as is one 20th century home.

Eleven residences are one story high, fifteen are one and a half stories high,' 
and the remainder are two stories. Ten homes are typical New England style 
farmhouses with five bays across the front facade and a central entrance. Only 
one of these latter structures has the cornice returning on the gable ends and 
one has a fanlight over the door. There are three L-shaped Greek Revival period 
homes in the district, carplete with cornices over the entrances and pilasters.
A coitmon type is a sirrple cottage, one and a half stories hlgji with three bays 
on the facade, roof ridge parallel to the street and very little roof overhang. 
Late 19th century ornamentation is conspicuously absent throughout the district 
except for two decorative bargeboards and one Italianate home which has a 
bracketed cornice.
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These facts, ccmbined v/lth the spaces between buildings, rolling fields behind, 
and exceptional quality of the key structures, creates the atmosphere of 
a mld-19th century rural village, even though several of the newer homes are 
interposed.

The largest and most prominent structure In the district is the Freehold 
Presbyterian Church, built in 1852. This is a very fine exanple of Greek 
Revival architecture with pediment, pilasters, and open columned belfry with pinnacles, all executed In wood. St. Paul’s ^Iscopal Church, designed after the 
manner of Christopher Wren, Is no less excellent. Built in l804, it has arched 
windows, a central spire with hexagonal open belfry and bellcast hexagonal roof.

The old schoolhouse (1859)» somewhat altered by a coat of stucco, still has 
its belfry. The general store, now called the Charlton Village Shop, has been 
used for connerclal purposes continuously since Its construction c. I829 and 
retains a part of the hoist once used to convey merchandise to the upper floor.
The Charlton House, c. 1791, another key structure, has served as a tavern 
for a large part of Its existence. The old Springer Punp Factory is 
dilapidated and abandoned. It Is a plain bam-llke structure In two sections.
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LIST OF PROPERTIES

1. Robert Killeen 30. St. Paul's Mission Lib.
2. Perry Mead 31. Charlton His. Soc.
3. Lloyd VanHeusen Parking Lot
4. Ray Gardner 32. Charlton Village Shop
5. (Zelinski) F. L. Schickel 33. William Maloney
6. John Morgan, Sr. 34. Christopher Anderson
7. Edward Sherry 35. Gideon Hawley Memorial Park
8. Anna Maynard 36. Terry Wolfe
9. Robert Hayner

Paul O'Brien
37. Thomas Crawford, Inc.

10. 38. Freehold Presbyterian Church
11. C. Fritz Schaus 39. Freehold Manse
12. John KaVicky 40. Norbert Gelston
13. Fire Pond 41. Charles Newman
14. Frank Lefforthun 42. Silver Acorn Lodge #279
15. Richard Haviland 43. Charlton Fire Co. #1
16. Charlton Main St. Gar. 44. T. Farrell
17. Charlton House 45. Richard LeGere
18. George Jackson 46. Springer Pump Factory
19. Larry Ellis 47. Old Town Garage
20. Carrie VanVorst 48. New Town Garage
21. Dr. Hans Schein 49. New Owner
22. Jess Martin 50. Vernon Fobian
23. Clyde Bliss 51. Harold Fobian
24. Stanley Robinson 52. U.S. Bench Mark
25. Milton Myers
26. Albert Garginlo
27. Carl Schermerhorn
28. Edna Robinson
29. Charlton His. Soc.
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. The significance of the Charlton Historic District lies in the fact that the 
hamlet reached its maturity before the Civil War, with the result that the 
area is unusually homogeneous in character. Until modem tines and the 
construction of new residences within its boundaries, almost nothing was built 
after 1870, and very few alterations were made during thelate 19th century.
The area still retains the green spaces, unomamented white clapboarded 
dwellings and sinpliclty of an early farming village, despite an altered econanlc 
base.

Before the Revolution, the unsettled conditions of the times and fear of 
Indian raids made settlement away from the forts ha2ardous. The area of Charlton 
had the potential for excellent farmland and mill sites. However, in the late 
18th century, this was still pioneer country despite the proximity to 
Schenectady, a comnunlty which had been settled for a hundred years.

The Kayaderosserus Patent, which Included the town of Charlton, was created 
in 1770. To defray the cost of the survey, a parcel of land consisting of 
5,000 acres was set aside. The northern boundary of this "5,000 Acre Tract" 
ran along the present IXhin Street in the hamlet of Charlton.

By 1775, settlers were moving into thelands of the patent despite the obstacles. 
Early settlers to the town were Sweetman, ivfexwell. Holmes, LaRue, jyfcKhlght 
and Taylor. A group of Scottish families also came at this time. Several waves 
of settlers arrived before 18OO. The names are largely of English, Scottish 
or Irish origin.

By 1802, a cluster of fanrhouses on the northern border of the "5,000 Acre 
Tract" had become a central focus for the reglcn and a post office was 
established thej-e. In l804 the Episcopal Church was built. The carpenter is 
said to have been Eleazar Dows, a New Englander who constmcted other buildings 
in the area. This original building still stands Intact. An interesting exanple 
of the early churches inspired by Christopher Wren, the church is now the 
headquarters of the Charlton Historical Society. The Presbyterians had a (Church 
on the site of the present Freehold Presbyterian Church as early as I787. The 
present church was built in 1852-53 in the finest tradition of the Gtreek 
Revival style. It resembles the Klngsborou^ Presbyterian Church in Gloversvllle 
built in 1838. ’

H-jv J
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Mills were located on the JU-plaus Creek just south of the hamlet. During the 
19th century, stage coaches passed throu^ the hamlet. One road entering 
Charlton hamlet from the south still bears the name "Old Stage Road." Swaggertown 
Road, vdilch also enters from the south, is thought to have been an ancient 
Indian trail. At one time or another, Charlton had all the small businesses 
found In coimiunltles vdilch had to be self-sufficient: the Beldlng Store,
Calloghan Store, Slover Store, Harvey Smith Tin Shop, Ely Leather Factory, Van 
Epps Shoe Shop, Cvirtls Blacksmith Shop, Heaton Wagon and Blacksmith Shop,
Cromers Hotel, Underhill Vineyard, Amos Smith Tavern, Young Pump Factory,
Archibald Smith Cider Mill, Theodore Snlth Slau^ter House, Joslah Gran Coffin 
Shop, Jones Harness and Shoe Shop, Raymond Tannery and Bark Mills and Charlton 
Union Cheese and Butter Factory. The pump factory building Is still standing. 
Punps were manufactured there well Into the 20th century.

Farm product statistics of 1875 show the farms of Charlton to have produced 
a wide variety of crops. Hay, buckwheat, com, oats, rye, hops, potatoes, 
apples and grapes are listed. Today, the northern half of the town Is still 
agricultural but the enphasls has shifted to dairying.

Because the railroads, whose coning changed existing patterns of growth all 
over the state, bypassed Charlton, a slow decline set in after the l850's. 
Gradually the small industries disappeared. The good soils made It possible for 
farms to survive, but in modem times suburban development has Invaded the 
southern part of the town just below the hamlet of Charlton.

It Is interesting to contrast the history of Charlton with that of a neighboring 
city, Schenectady. Schenectady was settled by the Dutch at an early date 
(1660's) and, being located on a main transportation route, the Mohavdc River, 
became a thriving conmunlty long before the Revolution. The Imprint of English 
culture was slow to take precedence over the Dutch language and customs. The 
Influence of the Dutch upon building construction, especially the love of brick 
as a material, far outlasted Dutch political power and may be seen today.

Althou^ located just north of Schenectady, the hamlet of Charlton displays no 
trace of Dutch culture. The white frame dwellings and two white churches are 
typically of New England inspiration. The difference In character between the two 
ccxnraunltles resulted from the much later date of settlement in Charlton, the 
distance from main transportation routes and the fact that settlers to the area were chiefly of Scottish, En^lsh, New England or Irish origin.

A nunfcer of years ago It became evident that the Inexorable suburban pressure 
would engulf the remaining open spaces before long. A coordinated and determined 
group of citizens succeeded In obtaining a two acre minimum plot size #ilch has 
slowed growth considerably. In addition, the group, desiring to retain the
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early 19th century character of the hamlet of Charlton, proposed and obtained 
an historic district zoning ordinance In 197^. The boundaries of the area 
protected by the local ordinance coincide with those of the National Register 
district.
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□ REllGION-22 K) SETTLEMENT-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAl/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)

□ SOCIAL /CUlTURAL-30 ______________
□ TRANSPORTATION-25

^CLAIMS, explain 
^first’^

‘ oldest’ G

•only’ □

^functions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: Conimunity
CURRENTLY: Community_____________________

^architeotural style(s): pR?»deniinantl'y Vernacular
versions of 19th c. styles Includ. Greek Revikf^l and. iwdvxPioD
^JliftnalctAai'Uk IxTtN in4.wit*l#ii* H*Ark«-ckE^ ^ 14^ u 1-EI «♦ ■ ^ I^Gti 1 «a Ti •

^dates of initiil cMstmtliM: '^8th-20th c. (predominant!
aiiDriltiriti..s: 1800-1899) S
RIsttric mats:

^architect: Imaster builder:

<5^ 1^-2'Story ^bHcK.

U/rut-^fX. _
'fvatibU GWU anA

'blan .-Hflose. . ^-eeen& in -H<ra'7(^Z
^ bouiAvg "\SiOOO

^ETHNIC GROUP 
W ASSOCIATION

tova—
^engineer:

^builder/ssBuleftOfafg; Eleazar Dow 
Freehold Presbyterian Church

' u»(+b
1 3; notable a

Rc^^llls Llkx: X ux.~ct

Vc^^ci€^

e feh» Wren-type
1 dvrf L G:r

irte Jwve,

_^54n'o3- rCTi-rvs lrS«d,SCAjpA_ aoA

aA- --..;;i...........



LOCAT

TIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEET V
,,ljears on federal register:

(relocation street & numl>cr ci>y /

OTHER NAMES:

town vicinity of

OWNER DPRIVUTE gSTAU □MUHiCIPil □cWNU^UUIFlt □
tTVy 1

entry :FT-/- iL

rM./' L/«f^

^county
^ra o

county code:

C? 9/
^NPS REGION

tv • ^ 9
DWINISTRATOR .

EXISTING SURVEYS DHUBS DHA£R □NHll(i^FUNDED-> gyp ^ NO |@CONC.RESS PI S TR ICT ^ [©SOURCE o( NOMINATION >i.SHTE “

^wnMiK Rf riSTis msioufi wstmin 
Sffs. »»«„....Same... ...... ..............

^VltitiM NJttltMl iUrOHIG UMWARK!
DM 1 riiLJWL

AOlEAef ■A state who prepareil lonrt’
t f ittf /jLv __

□ local CpRIVAU 0RGAyi/(yUATION

(^CONDITION 
XDexcellent
rjKood
Xifair

n deteriorated 
i.J ruins
□ unexposed
□ unexoavated

XIaltered (Xoriglnai site
K1 unaltered □ moved
□ reconstructed Gunknown
□ excavated

(^^ACC^ySS K( YES — Rest r icted Q YES—Unrestricted ^No Access O UnknowngiACCfig

(^features: , □SUBSTANTIALU INTACT-1 „.X)SUfiSlANTIAlLY INTACT-2 XSUBSTANTIALLYINT ACT • 3
2DN0T IMTACT-O 

□ UNKNOWN-4
1. J£N0T APPLICABlE-7

2g NOT INTACT-0

"□ unknown-5
So NOT APPLICABLE-8

ODNOT INTACT O
SOUNKNOWN-6

;□ NOT APPLICABLE - 9
(filAOAPTIBE USE OTES OIno|@ SAVED? DYES IS property a historic DISTRICT->g|yesDnn

EAS OF SIGNIFICANCE :
□ ARCHEOLOGY-prehistorlc-2 □ COMMERCE-B
□ ARCHEOLOGY-hist«fic-l
□ AGRICULTURE-3 
CXARCMITECTURE-A

□ ART-5

□ ENGINEERING-n
□ ENIERTAINMENT-26

□ COMMUNICATIONS-? □ EXPLORATION • 12
□ CONSERVATION-8 □ HEALTH-27
□ economics-9 □ INDUSTRY-T3
□ EDUCATION-IO O INVENTION-14

□ LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 □ POLITICS/GOVT.'21
□ LAW-16 
Q LITERATURE-17

□ MILITARY-18
□ MUSIC- 19
□ PHILOSOPHY-20

□ RECREATION -2B

□ REllGION-22 KSETTLEMENI-29
□ SCIENCE- 23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31
□ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 □ OTHER (SPECIfY)

□ SOCIAL /CULTURAL-30 _______________
□ TRANSPORTATIOH-25

^functions
WHEH HISTORICALLY SIGHIFICANT: 
CURRENTLY: Cottimunlty

Community

^architectural stylefs) predominant4y Vernacular ^architect; 1.:i: Downs, 
versions of 19th c. styles Includ. Greek Revy^j and

^landscape architect/garden designer: ^interior decorator-. “ artist: ^ ^artisanr

^CLAIMS, explain 
^flrst’D

* oldest* □

‘only’ □

^dates pf initial construction:‘^8th-20th c. (predominant!'
ei|or altoratlons; 1800-1899) ^
historic oyonts:

^ETHNIC GROUP 
ASSOCIATION

^master builder: ^engineer:

^bullder/s*5tte«<sbwt: Eleazar Dow 
Freehold Presbyterian Church

ANAMES give role A date
'^personal:

events:

INSTITUTIONAL:

VTC>0 i>AercySSCfos VywistcL Imiifijj  

^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-UP

.MiTiktl ujL JljiLilLi: uf 49 1-2 story frame or brick structures pvmi y built 1800-80; notable are the Wren-type 
Episcopal Church (1804)^and' ^he Greek Revival style Freehold Presbyterian Church(1852)^ Retains the luial cliaLdcLer 
of-the early 19th-Oi farming conmunity-> _

eWeaenuT VTJO^ poarh^veerv
bvV 'Wu, V^T^YadevTSS-SeYUS leirdinS dOU'icaui']

<*v l<^'4tvc,.

vrve.

r»viMwr#rft initial*.
.d.,.jf^/J2/7^ ■ IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER & PUT ON REVERSEI


