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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located on Route 9W in West Haverstraw, the Francis Hoyer House
stands on a ridge overlooking the Hudson River. Today, tree growth
obscures a Tovely viewof the Hudson River: the breathtaking vista of
Haverstraw Bay. On one side of the front lawn stands a massive oak,
reputed to be three hundred years old.

This residence is an example of a country manor of the landed gentry

done in the vernacular style. The house is rectangular in plan and
supported by an inter-locking wood structural system. Two stories high,
it rests upon a stone foundation.

The form of the building is in the tradition common to the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Hence, the structure is
five bays in length, two stories high and has a hipped roof.

With emphasis upon the central bay_the front elevation is starkly sym-
metrical. This regularity is further reinforced by the two end chimneys.

The main entrance has a transom and sidelights which are ornamented with
leaded elliptical designs. Immediately above the front doorway is an
entrance similar in design which at one time was the access to a
balustraded porch. The front porch extends the length of the building
and is supported by four Doric columns.

The interior of the house consists of eight rooms, an attic and a
basement where the dirt floor has been covered with wood and brick.
There are fireplaces in each room and in the cellar. Two spacious rooms
flank a large central hall. On both the north and south ends, windows
are close to the corners of the house in order to permit chimney space,
a custom typical of this period.

The mantels are heavy in design and similar to those in many early
Rockland and Bergen County homes. Other interior details include
original hardware and rimlocks. The turning and curving of the stair's
hand rail and newel post are good examples of the workmanship of this
period. Ceilings with ornate cornices are of much later construction.

Generous in dimension but a bit pretentious in overall design, the
use of simple materials, such as the clap-board exterior, give this
country manor a rustic quality. .

Although the site still retains a great deal of its original
character, recently the Hoyer family has built a twentieth century
residence near their former home. )
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the Hoyer House is representative of a style of
building common in the Hudson Valley in the late eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. However, its architectural significance is
surpassed by the important connection the site has with Tocal Revolutionary
War history.

The house is a good example of vernacular Federal style architecture.
Some have observed that the house corresponds in almost every detail to the
Captain Peter Warren House in Greenwich Village which has been described
for more than 150 years as the most important dwelling in that section of
Manhattan. Pictures are said to show them identicall. Records also show
that the Hoyer House may contain substantial elements of the William Smith
House which originally occupied the site.

William Smith was the son of Judge Smith, who was one .of the seven
grantees of the Cheescock Patent. Judge Smith acquired two-sevenths
of the patent and in his will Teft Tot eight to William Smith, Tot seven
to Thomas Smith and sold lot six to Colonel Hawkes Hay. The& Smith
family was probably one of the most wealthy and cultured in Rockland
County.

Originally, the three houses which were constructed on these’'lots
formed an isoceles triangle. The William and Thomas Smith houses were
two hundred yards apart forming the western base while the Hay House
formed the apex of the triangle. After the night long conference
between Major John Andre and Major Benedict Arnold, the Thomas Smith
house became known as the Treason House. The Thomas Smith house was
demolished in the early twentieth century and the Hay House was burned
by the British.

_ William Smith who built on the site of the present Hoyer House was
even more renowned than his father, Judge Smith. Published in 1753, his

]William J. Dobbin, "The William Smith House" (Orangeburg, New York:
The Historical Society of Rockland County, 1971), p. 10.




Oct.-Dec., 1971,

Coke, Richard.

Cole, History of Rockland County, J. B. Beer & Co., 1884.

Dobbin, William, "The William Smith House," South of the Mountains,
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"Hiétory of New York from the First discovery to the year 1732" is considered
by many authorities to be the best early history of New York.

Smith was an active British informer on troop movements of the
Revolutionary forces and from his writings it can be inferred that he
obtained much information from the Haverstraw area by watching troop
crossings at Kings Ferry which was three miles from the site of the Hoyer
House.

Captured by the Colonial forces, Smith was placed under house arrest
in an Hudson Valley estate. There he remained until he escaped to New
York City. 1In 1779, he was appointed British Chief Justice and served in
that position until 1784. At that time, he left for England with Sir Guy
Carleton. However, in 1786 he returned to Canada where he served as the
first Chief Justice of Quebec and Lower Canada until his death.

William Smith's house :

“was burned in 1808 or 1809 according to an article on the
History of Haverstraw, "Epislon," November 10, 1846, in the
White Plains, New York Eastern State Journal, December 3,

1846. This is substantiated by Charles A. Campbell, "Smith's
House at Haverstraw," Magazine of American History, v. 1880,
32. He wrote William Smith's house was Tong ago destroyed

by fire.' The site of Williams house was later occupied by the
dwelling of the Fraser fami]¥. This is indicated on Rockland
County Maps 1854, 1859, 1876<."

After the Frasers built the structure which still stands on the site
of the William Smith house, the home passed through a succession of owners.
The Hoyer family acquired the house in the early twentieth century. Hence,
ﬁhroughout the years the building has continued to be used as a private

ome.

2R1'Ché\l"dCOke,Accomplice in Treason: Joshua Hett Smith and the
Arnold Conspiracy (New York: New York Historical Society,
1973), appendix.
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The 'attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED.

7 | Description:

8 | Statement of Significance:

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:
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on the National Register staff, telephone

Thank you for your attention to the above items.
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-0456
Orin Lehman, Commissioner

April 7, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington
Chief of Registration
Office of Archaeology and
Historic Preservation
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:
Re: Hoyer House
Rockland County
New York

Enclosed please find the nomination of the Hoyer House (West
Haverstraw, Rockland County) which this office originally submitted to
you on July 8, 1975. As requested in your transmittal sheet of
September 4, 1975, UTM references have been added to the map and the
nomination form; a small circle with cross marks identifies the

approximated property boundaries. The correct date for Item #11 has
also been added.

If you have any questions, please contact Lawrence Gobrecht,
Historic Preservation Program Assistant, at 518-474-0479. Thank you
for your re-consideration.

Sincerely,

h_—

Lynn A. Beebe
National Register and
Survey Coordinator
Historic Preservation

Field Services

LAB/LG/jf
Enclosure
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4 (
ﬁ) Y P 44 r O‘ i .
C }é\o’/ m’

Also Notified
don Jassh £ saiEs,
Hon. Benjamin A. Gilman

Regional Director, North Atlantic

Region
R:M Mott:coc 4/22/76

INT: 295075
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