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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Old School Baptist Church (1792) is located on a rise 
just east of the center of the rural, crossroads village of 
Slate Hill. It is a two-story, rectangular, wood frame, 
clapboarded structure with a gable roof and an attached, four-story 
tower with a belfry and spire on the south elevation. The east 
elevation, three bays wide, was the original front entrance and 
it retains its period, classically detailed doorway and sidelights. 
The tower and steeple were added to the south elevation in 1828 
and another entrance to the sanctuary was added at its base. The 
west and north elevations contain two bays and retain, as does 
the entire structure, most of the original window sash. The 
cornice has its original dentils although they are not easily 
visible due to the large eaves of a later nineteenth century roof.

The interior has partially exposed frame members, and its 
original box pews with raised and fielded panels in the manner 
of a late medieval style meetinghouse. A remarkable survival is 
the classically inspired, hexagonal, raised pulpit mounted on 
a slender post against the west wall of the structure. A 
gallery of three sides faces the pulpit area from the second story 
which is reached by a staircase in the tower. The interior 
woodwork of white pine has never been painted.

The clapboarding on the north elevation and on the tower 
appear later than the broad, random widths on the other three 
elevations. However, it is likely that none of the siding is 
original to 1792 as church records from the nineteenth century 
record replacement of various sections at various times. It 
appears, since the two small windows behind the raised pulpit on 
the west elevation are covered over with siding on the exterior, 
that originally the design was intended to permit the access of 
light to the pulpit area.

A cemetery, dating to the period of the church's origin, is 
also on the property.
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Originally known as the Baptist Church of Brookfield, it 
served, beginning in 1792, a fellowship of Baptists that were 
first constituted as a separate congregation in 1783. In 1833, 
in reaction to the popular Evangelical Protestant fervor of the 
era, the congregation returned to the beliefs of the ultra­
conservative "primitive" order and became known as "Old School 
Baptists." By that time Brookfield, a rural crossroads village 
in the heart of the Orange County farmlands, took the new name 
of Slate Hill. The old style, plain meetinghouse, with its 1828 
tower and steeple is remarkable for its medieval type, exposed 
beam construction and its unaltered interior with a dramatic, 
classically detailed, raised, hexagonal pulpit reminiscent of 
older New England meetinghouses.

The Brookfield Baptist Church was originally a branch of the 
Warwick Baptist Church in the next town south. But in 1783 a 
separate congregation was formed and meetings were held at the 
home of Richard Wood in Brookfield. A church was incorporated 
in 1791 and an edifice constructed in 1792 on land donated by 
John Hallock. In 1828 a square tower, four stories high and 
capped with a belfry and spire, was added on the south elevation 
giving it a more up to date and less vernacular appearance.
Another entrance doorway was added at its base but the main 
entrance of the original, rectangular meetinghouse remained in use. 
The stairs were also changed from the structure's interior to the 
tower to permit more seating capacity. Cast iron stoves, the 
first heat in the structure, were added just after the Civil War.

church, in 1833, turned from the more evangelical directions 
taken by most Protestant denominations during the "Second Great 
Awakening" of the second quarter of the nineteenth century. The 
Old School Baptists, as they were called, returned to the practices

Baptist denomination at a meeting of Baptists in Black Rock,
Maryland in September of 1832. Their conservative beliefs included 
strict interpretation of the Bible and rejection of evangelical 
practice? such as tract and missionary societies and sabbath schools,
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Such beliefs reflect, along with their emphasis on the doctrines 
of election and predestination, a return to the doctrines of the 
early Calvinists.

Although the exterior of the church is mildly classical in 
detailing with its ^idelighted doorway and dentiled cornice, the 
interior appears more like a late medieval style New England 
meetinghouse with exposed heavy timber framing and extensive 
panelling on the woodwork and box pews. The raised, hexagonal 
pulpit is of a type frequently found in seventeenth and early 
eighteenth century New England churches and represents an unusual 
treatment for the New York region and also, for 1792, a rather late 
example of a design more popular in the pre-revolutionary period.

Although the last member of the congregation died in 1933, the 
required annual meeting has been carried on by other members of the 
community rededicated to the survival of this unique and substantially 
intact late eighteenth century meetinghouse.

r5



W-

Property Primitive Baptist Church of Brookfield
7Coai2^o

State York Working Number 8.24.76.4009

TECHNICALPhnt.n<; ^
/ CONTROL

Maps /

HISTORIAN

''S*, ---

G^luwkMiL t4 Va^'U fiefltfjuc. Uoi 
mV S4tdb^^ Aa Uaa)A Atrua. a. ’^.»^*>.iji^.

GldBLCipf

II.X'7(o
ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
CLOi/T
(b\PIt i[%

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER

//• III T4

National Register Write-up  

Federal Register Entry
Send-back
Re-submit

Entered NOV 13 1976

I N T ;2 1 Oe- 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7





















ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE mm Tni

Date Entered NOV 13 197^

Name Location

( PrlaitiT* B^tist Chnreh of Brcwkf Uld Slat* Bill 
----- - Oraag* County

Ulaworth, Col. Blaat B., Mnmiaant 
and Onnra

Macbaaicuilla

Also Notified

Bon. Jacob X. Jarita 
■an. Jaaaa X.. Backlay 
Ban. Banjanln A. OUaan 
Ban. Bdanrd V. Pattlaaa

Regional Director. North Atlantic
Region / 880

State Blotorla Praaarratloa Officer 
Mr. Orln Lataan
Connlaalonar. Parka and lacraatlon 
Agaaej Balldlng #1 
Baplr* State Place 
Albany, lev York 12238

Mott 11/22/76 INT: 2950-75



L.-, f •

^jlNTR Data Sheet
DATEj /y//7^ 

Eevlcwer INITIALS x

(3) DOE NOV 13

NAME;^s IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: Primitive Baptist Church of Brookfield

OTHER KARTS:

LOCATION:
tTRUTA NUMBER

Cmr.TOWN

STATE

Old School Baptist Church

NY 6
Slate Hill 

New York
VIOMTV OF

36

ownerofproperty: (Circle)

COMGRES»ONALOISTmCT 26 th

COUNTY code
Orange t/^ . 71

STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME):ADMINISTRATOR(underline) _______
NPS REGION; (CIRCLE)/^^n7^^^IG^ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST

SOOTHVffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTffiTST

features: Interior

j'Substantially intact-1 si Substantially intact-2AKTEPIOP. yCNVI 
A. Subs

RONS

_ unknown - 4 
_ not applicable - 7

__unknown .-5
_ not applicable - 8

;Substantially intact-3
_unlcnown -6
_ Net applicable-9

—Interior, exterior, environs not lntacc-0
CONDITION - ^XCEUENT

tlGOOO
_FAHX

IlMJ_i»TERIORATEO UNALTERED
—RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED
—UNEX POSED 
—Unexcavate'1

..Reconstructed

.Excavated

ilORIGiNALSITE

—MOVED
—UnJtncwn

Yn^-restricte3~^ Yes-unrestricted No accessaccess- 

historic district’
unknown

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IP YES, NAME;

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK?
IF YES, NAME:

YES (3>
ADAPTIVE use; Saved ? YES

FUNCTION (S); (use vocabulary words)

*•>«“- e/u.cA

now-

significance:

4.

—archeology-prehistoric 
y —archeology-historic

—^BRICULTURE
r W *£iRCHIT£CTURE

ART
—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

Claims

—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION
—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUR^O^ldUUGlON 
^tAW/GOV*C/pOllticS —SQENCC 
—UTCRATURE 
—MIUTARY 
-MUSIC 
—PHILOSOPHY 
—POLinCS/GOVERNMENT

)

. __entertainment
-.health
_recreation

—soaAi/HUMANiTARiAN  Settlement
_soclo/culCural

_TRANSPOHrATiOH __urban & commun
-OTHER isRtarv) planning

* firsts jEs oldest’- YES NO "only’-’ YES NO



■•rt
f.

ii> 4

architectural style; 
architec^m.builderj 

landscap^garden designer: 

interior decorator:

ethnic group;
.NAMES;

engineer; 

artist/artisan: 

builder/contractor:

(label role 
&

appropriate date)

personal nil Z.
T5.; uinrzt^

t/iPOr^ va/iA^^ iyUjuuulJ/^ 2-e vents

institutional

dates; date of CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : //fj> 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): /fI

source; (OP NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

OTHER FEDERAL ’AGENCY:
ACREAGE, (to nearest tenth of an acre)

information here)

fiAcL^rAA.^ 3;

p tljEALiA.itt>-dPAdA.:r:D:ik^__ iAtLch
jdjLOCLi^-

■Sen^rTniinS.itJ Baptist congregation rejected the
®^^elism t of the Second Greet Awalcenin^’eturnift^o Ms

conservative doctf/nes.

i '■• f


