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The 01ld School Baptist Church (1792) is located on a rise
just east of the center of the rural, crossroads village of
Slate Hill. It is a two-story, rectangular, wood frame,
clapboarded structure with a gable roof and an attached, four-story
tower with a belfry and spire on the south elevation. The east
elevation, three bays wide, was the original front entrance and
it retains its period, classically detailed doorway and sidelights.
The tower and steeple were added to the south elevation in 1828
and another entrance to the sanctuary was added at its base. The
west and north elevations contain two bays and retain, as does
the entire structure, most of the original window sash. The
cornice has its original dentils although they are not easily
visible due to the large eaves of a later nineteenth century roof.

The interior has partially exposed frame members, and its
original box pews with raised and fielded panels in the manner
of a late medieval style meetinghouse. A remarkable survival is
the classically inspired, hexagonal, raised pulpit mounted on
a slender post against the west wall of the structure. A
gallery of three sides faces the pulpit area from the second story
which is reached by a staircase in the tower. The interior
woodwork of white pine has never been painted.

The clapboarding on the north elevation and on the tower
appear later than the broad, random widths on the other three
elevations. However, it is likely that none of the siding is
original to 1792 as church records from the nineteenth century
record replacement of various sections at various times. It
appears, since the two small windows behind the raised pulpit on
the west elevation are covered over with siding on the exterior,
that originally the design was intended to permit the access of
light to the pulpit area.

A cemetery, dating to the period of the church's origin, is
also on the property.
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Originally known as the Baptist Church of Brookfield, it
served, beginning in 1792, a fellowship of Baptists that were
first constituted as a separate congregation in 1783. 1In 1833,
in reaction to the popular Evangelical Protestant fervor of the
era, the congregation returned to the beliefs of the ultra-
conservative '"primitive" order and became known as '"0ld School
Baptists.'" By that time Brookfield, a rural crossroads village
in the heart of the Orange County farmlands, took the new name
of Slate Hill. The old style, plain meetinghouse, with its 1828
tower and steeple is remarkable for its medieval type, exposed
beam construction and its unaltered interior with a dramatic,
classically detailed, raised, hexagonal pulpit reminiscent of
older New England meetinghouses.

The Brookfield Baptist Church was originally a branch of the
Warwick Baptist Church in the next town south. But in 1783 a
separate congregation was formed and meetings were held at the
home of Richard Wood in Brookfield. A church was incorporated
in 1791 and an edifice constructed in 1792 on land donated by
John Hallock. 1In 1828 a square tower, four stories high and
capped with a belfry and spire, was added on the south elevation
giving it a more up to date and less vernacular appearance.
Another entrance doorway was added at its base but the main
entrance of the original, rectangular meetinghouse remained in use.
The stairs were also changed from the structure's interior to the
tower to permit more seating capacity. Cast iron stoves, the
first heat in the structure, were added just after the Civil War.

The church, in 1833, turned from the more evangelical directions
taken by most Protestant denominations during the '"Second Great
Awakening" of the second quarter of the nineteenth century. The
01d School Baptists, as they were called, returned to the practices
and doctrines of the Primitive Baptists of the early eighteenth
century, setting themselves apart as a distinct group within the
Baptist denomination at a meeting of Baptists in Black Rock,
Maryland in September of 1832. Their conservative beliefs included
strict interpretation of the Bible and rejection of evangelical
practices such as tract and missionary societies and sabbath schools.
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Such beliefs reflect, along with their emphasis on the doctrines
of election and predestination, a return to the doctrines of the
early Calvinists.

Although the exterior of the church is mildly classical in
detailing with its sidelighted doorway and dentiled cornice, the
interior appears more like a late medieval style New England
meetinghouse with exposed heavy timber framing and extensive
panelling on the woodwork and box pews. The raised, hexagonal
pulpit is of a type frequently found in seventeenth and early
eighteenth century New England churches and represents an unusual
treatment for the New York region and also, for 1792, a rather late
example of a design more popular in the pre-revolutionary period.

Although the last member of the congregation died in 1933, the
required annual meeting has been carried on by other members of the
commnity rededicated . to the survival of this unique and substantially
intact late eighteenth century meetinghouse.
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