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Located on West Main Street in the center of Malone's 
business district, the Paddock Building occupies the eastern 
portion of a triangular commerical block bounded on the 
south by Harrison Place and on the west by Academy Street.
West Main Street slopes gradually downhill in front of 
the Paddock Building toward the Salmon River immediately 
east of the triangle.

In plan the structure is nearly square, six bays by 
six bays, with a rectangular wing abutting the south (rear) 
elevation of the main block horizontally. The Paddock 
Building is three and one-half stories high on a full base­
ment entered from the east side of the structure; the north, 
or front elevation is three stories high as dictated by the 
slope of West Main Street. The rear wing is two stories 
high, though its upper story is parallel to the first story 
of the nain block because of the difference in street levels.
The wing is covered with a flat roof, while a gable roof 
with its ridge parallel to West Main Street shelters the 
main building. Two pairs of interior brick chimneys are 
located at the gable ends of the roof.

The load-bearing walls of the Paddock Building are 
built of rxibble masonry to a thickness of one and one-half 
feet. The floors and rafters are supported by rough-sawn 
wood posts and beams secured with wood pegs. The outer wall 
surfaces of the building.^re sheathed in an ashlar veneer of 
smooth coursed sands tone.—^'he wing attached to the rear of 
the structure built of stone faced with veneer of red brick.

A stone arcade of six bays extends across the first 
Story of the front elevation of the Paddock Building. Plat 
molded architraves surround four display windows and the 
two entrance doors located in the fifth and sixth (west) 
bays. One entryway opens into the store on the first floor; 
the other opens on a stairway to rooms on the upper floors. 
Fenestration on all elevations is regular, and each window 
is characterized by stone lintels. No original window sash 
remains: all have been replaced with large-pane, double-
hung windows during the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
A large double door with I-beam lintel was crudely added at 
the basement level of the east elevation at an undetermined 
date.
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Separating the upper story of the building from 
the roof is a simple wood cornice with short returns at the 
east and west gable ends. The roof is covered with slate 
fastened to horizontal planks. Snow shields extend horizon­
tally above the cornices of the north and south elevations. 
Several wrought iron tie rods secured by star anchors also 
extend horizontally through the building to stabilize the 
stone walls.

The interior of the Paddock Building has been 
altered radically during its long active use as a commercial 
structure, so that virtually no original fabric remains on 
walls or ceilings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Paddock Building is a significant architectural 
and commercial landmark of the North Country. Built in 
1848 of local sandstone, the three-story structure is the 
oldest surviving stone commercial building in .Franklin 
CoTinty. The substantial mass of the Paddock Building and 
the prominence of the structure in the West Main Street 
business district suggest the importance of Malone as an 
economic center of the North Country. The imposing dimen­
sions and restrained design of the Paddock Building reflect 
the taste and prosperity of Malone's business community in 
the pre-Civil War era.

The Town of Malone (established 1812) was permanently 
settled after 1802 when emigrants from Vermont began moving 
into northern New York State from the east shore of Lake 
Champlain. Population increased, and in 1808 the new County 
of Franklin was created by partitioning the existing Clinton County.^ The region remained a backwater until transportation 
improvements stimulated the local economy.

The first structure erected on the site subsequently 
occupied by the Paddock Building was a hotel built in 1815 
by Major Joel Amsden.. The three-story Amsden Hotel served 
travelers on the St. Lawrence Turnpike until 1844, when the 
building was destroyed by fire. The Paddock Building was 
erected on the site of the former hotel in 1848. Perhaps 
remembering the effects of the fire, the builders constructed 
the substantial commercial block of rubble masonry faced 
with a veneer of local "Potsdam" sandstone. Of this remark­
able facing material, a local historian of the mid-nineteenth 
century noted:

■:1

-■-Franklin B. Hough, A History of St. Lawrence and 
Franklin Counties, New York (Albany, 1853), 507.
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The great symmetry of size which can be 
obtained, the freedom from pyrites or other 
minerals that would stain or effloresce, by 
exposure; the extreme durability..., and 
a delicate tinge of color which it represents, 
are combined in this material, and gives [sic] it a value which is seldom equalled.^

The warm-toned sandstone of the Paddock Building walls was 
used as much for practical as for aesthetic reasons, and 
the resulting structure remains as a significant landmark 
of Malone's nineteenth-century architectural heritage.

The Paddock Building has always been a commercial 
structure, housing a variety of merchants since 1848 to 
serve the needs of the growing village. Though its specific 
nineteenth-century tenants have not been established, in 
1906 the building housed the business of Robert Thompson, 
"Steam, Hot Water, Heating, Plumbing, and Dealer in Stoves, Ranges, and Kitchen utensils."*^ The first floor of the 
structure is presently occupied by the Bridge Book Store.
The Paddock Building remains a prominent visual and 
commercial element in the business district of Malone. 
Privately owned and leased to a small business, the 
Paddock Building remains an economically viable historic 
structure.

-^Ibid, 509-510.
^Frank Bigelow, "Malone; With Pen and Camera," 

Franklin Historical Review, X (May, 1973), 42.
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