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'Che Stockade Historic District is the area of the original Kingston settlearent 
located generally within the Stockade bounded by the present Clinton Avenue on the 
east. North Front Street on the north. Green Street on the west and Main Street on 
the south. Rear property lines of the far side of each perimeter street form the 
district's boundaries. Ihe district is extended along the east side of Converse 
Street to include the Lowe-Bogardus ruin and site.

An eight block district, the Stockade has developed as the center of the city of 
Kingston and is new the Kingston business district, as well as an inportant focus 
for county goveiaanent. The district consists primarily of residential anl 
ccranercial sections with the western half heavily residential in character, \^le 
business and oonmerce are focused in. toe. e^t^rn,-seq|t4Qnv-^e uptc»wnijb^i^ss>:i', 
district is nainly on well ard Norto;i; Front;Streets,and John Streets 
are partly^oonmercial (professional offices). Crown and Main Streets are partly 
ccmmercial in function, but quite residential in flavor. Green Street is 
predaninantly residential with single family and itioltiple dwellings.

located within the district are eight late 17th century stone houses, plus 
approximately another dozen such structures dating from the 18th and early 19th 
centuries. Th^ were synetrically planned one-and-a-half or two-story residences. 
Many are still used for this purpose, but some have been converted for coranercial 
purposes. At the foiir comers of John and Ciown Streeto ar jjnique, .grouping of-four 
such stone houses survive.

In addition to the distinctive stone houses are late 18th and 19th century homes 
of frame and brick. These structures reveal changing irtEluences of styles from the 
Federal to Gredc Revival, Italianate and French Mansard. Most of the residences 
are two or three story structures, built of stone, clapboard, or brick, with seme 
stucco present. Many of the structures have gable roofs often with an additional 
projecting center gable or with gabled dormers. Elaborate doorways, marty with 
transems and sidelights and shuttered windows, are characteristic of the 
fenestration found on the front facades of the residential structures.

The many ooimiercial buildings on Wall Street were constructed in the highly 
decorative style of the ndd-19th century. They are predominantly three or four 
story brick structures with flat roofs and decorative cornices.

nc3:_ J WifEin the Stockade Historic District is the smaller Clinton Avenue Historic- 
Jistrict listed on the National Register in fferch, 1970.'^ That district includes 
all of Clinton Avenue between Westbrook Lane and North Front Street, North Front 
Street between Clinton Avenue and Fair Street and the east side of Fair street 
between North Front and John Streets.\
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While all stiructures witliin the district are enumerated in i^aendix I, a few of 
particular interest are described here:

1) The John Trarper House (3 North Front Street) is a two sto3:y stucco 
structure whose hip roof was replaced with a later mansard. Also, on Front Street 
is the 1802 mansion, situated across from the Senate House at the head of Clinton 
Avenue, a distinguished example of the Federal style.

2) St. Joseph's Church, located at 242 Vfell Street, is an 1833 Greek 
Revival structure. The two story brick edifice was originally a Dutch Reformed 
Churcdi but was converted to a Catholic churidi in 1868. It also served as an armory 
during the Civil War.

3) The Old Dutch Church on flain Street was erected in 1852 from plans 
by the noted architect Minard LaFever. The stone building is fairly late for 
Greek Revival style, but shows the influence of classical revival in its battered 
piers and nassive entablature. The parsonage across the street is a good example 
of a Greek Revival frame house.

4) There are two adjoining frame houses, located at 21 and 25 Main Street, 
which are a pair similar in general late nineteenth century style. The house at
No. 21 is marred by a fire escape and has neo-classical detail of the tum-of-the- ^ ^ 
century, but is a good ccrtpanion to the remarkable tuilding at No. 25, which is a tgood example of its kind. Dated on its facade 1883, this is a good example of a '
sophisticated style identified in England with the designer Sir Charles Eastlake, 
and in this country by such work of H.H. Richardson at the Watts Sherman House in 
Newport, R.I. The general type of "picturesque" house, much favored by the late ^ 7 
nineteenty century, is often termed "Queen Anne." The house at 25 IVfeiin Street is"^ , 
another good example of this style. The wall surfaces are varied in texture with 
small decorative insets.

5) Of several late nineteenth century cotimercial buildings of interest, 
the Clermont building, located at 295-299 Wall Street, wdth slate mansard roof,
is outstanding. Located at the comer of John and Whll Streets, the large structure 
has the original metal roof cresting, which has been lost on many buildings of 
this era. The third floor has 20-24 foot ceilings with two painted murals of 
xanknown artistry or date depicting David and Goliath.

6) Ulster County's stone courthouse, a two stoiy^ structure dating from 
1818, incorporates foundations of an earlier structure in the current edifice. The 
bell in the cupola was added in 1837 to the Federal style building which has played 
a prominent role in Ulster County government.
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7) The siirple board-and-batten house located at 124 Green Street is a 
simple cottage of a form and iiaterial associated vd.th the Gothic Revival. It is 
the only one of its kind in the stockade area, and its front is little altered, 
except for steps, rail and dormer. The house was built by Charles Paige Carter, 
an inventor and watchtreker locally dubbed "The Edison of Wall Street."

8) The Tappan House, located at 106-122 Green Street, has been reputed to be 
the oldest in Kingston. It has the projecting clapboard gable noted elsesdiere,
here however, extending from eave to eave, with attic windows. The cornice is very 
siirple, but even here there is a slight projection of the roof slope at the eave, 
giving a profile aarmon to most of the pre-Civil War Kingston gable-roofed buildings. 
The upper story of the Tappen House retains unusual eight-over-twelve windows; on 
the lower floor, the upper twelve paned sash remain, but similar sash bel(>7 have 
been replaced by single panes. The "salt box" side elevation is distinctive.

9) The Frantz Roggon House, located at 42 Crown Street, is another fine 
exairple of nineteenth century adaptation to an earlier stone house. An 
exceptionally large stone gable accomodates double pointed windows above a curved 
canopy and dianiond-paned entrance door. The latter is inserted into vdoat may be an 
earlier entrance-way, with side lights. The six-over-six sash have also been 
retained from the earlier period, as has the simple cornice, vdiich was matched on 
the rake of the gable.

10) The Kingston Trust Cortpany, located at 27 Main Street, is an important 
exartple of the Greek Revival style. This brick conmercial building, although not 
large in actual dimensions, has a monumental scale, with massive features. The 
wood entablature and cornice are very heavy, with unusual windows, surrounded by 
classical wreathes, set into the frieze.

11) The Firemen's Hall, located at 267 Fair Street, is a bracketed, brick 
building erected in 1857 showing Italianate influence. The tower here is 
neo-Renaissance in style. This is a building of considerable charm for its use as 
well as its sj:yle.

12) A most important building of the mid-century. Italian-influenced style 
is the Public School, located at 164-171 Green Street. Although modem sash 
detracts from its quality, this is a handsome structure, soundly constructed of 
brick with arched lintels. The neo-Rennaissance detail is distinctive, and with 
restoration of windows, this public building could contribute significantly to the 
stockade area.
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Clinton Avenue

260, 264, 111, 273, 277-279, 286, 290, 294, 297-299, 300, 303, 
304, 306, 307, 308, 311.

Crown Street
10, 23, 27, 31, 42, 54, 66, 43, 53, 57, 73.

Fair Street

240, 245, 259, 260, 261, 267, 268, 270, 277, 276-280, 286-288, 
290-292, 296, 312.

Green Street

79-83, 85-95, 97-99, 101-103, 105-113, 115-119, 121-125, 127, 
133, 135-139, 141-143, 143, 147, 157-159, 161-163, 165,
169-173, 92, 96, 106-122, 124, 126, 138, 164-171.

John Street

2, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 11-17, 23-27, 33-37, 39, 56, 58-76,
57-59, 61-63, 65, 78-82, 84-86, 83-87, 89, 95.

Main Street

1, 2, 9, 10, 11, 21, 25, 27, 42, 44, 48, 50, 52, 31-61, 63, 70, 
72, 74, 76, 77, 78, 84, 85.

North Front Street

93, 89, 79, 63, 59, 57, 53-55, 51-49, 47, 45-43, 41, 39, 37,
35, 33, 31, N.E. Corner, North Front and Fair, 3, 8-14, 34-36, 
38, 42, 44, 46-48, 50, 52-58, 68, 70, 84-86, 108-110.
Wall Street

255, 267-69, 271-275, County Court House, 291-293, 295-299,
301, 303-3-7, 309, 311-315, 317, 319-321, 323, 325, 327-29,
331, 333, 335, 276-282, 284-286, 288, 290, 292, 294, 298, 300,
302, 304, 306, 308-310, 312, 316, 318-320, 322, 324, 326, 328, 
330, 332, 334.

Frog Alley House on Converse Street
Hoffman House - south east corner North Front and Green Streets

GPO 921.724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Kingston's Stockade Historic District is a significant historical, architectoral 
and archeological area in the developnent of New York State. The area is inportant 
as one of three early New York State colonial settlements (Etort Orange, Albany, 
and New Arasterdamy New York bfeing'^-'Others) >-a&: a planned fortification, as a - 
leading center of early government- s^ing ks fhe State''s first capital' aril as'a" 
representative cross section of three hundred years of architectural development.

The Stockade section of the city of Kingston was laid out as a Dutch village in 
the mid-severjteenth century. The site of the village was carefully chosen in 
relation to topography on a high delta-like plain provided good drainage,
as well as effective strategic protection from attack.

Settlement of the village began in 1652 when Thomas Chambers left Ifensselaerwiok 
at Albany and settled in what is now uptown Kingston. The settleitent became the 
first be-tween New Annsterdam and Port Orange (Albany). During -the next six years, 
Dutch settlements along the river were terrorized and devastated by Indian raids. 
Finally in 1658, Peter Stuyvesant directed that all settlers move their dwellings 
to the site of a military stockade that he personally surveyed. The log stockade 
w^ cxanpleted on June 21, 1658, and the streets of the stockade are still intact 
within 20th century uptown Kingston, encompassing a section of ei^t blocks, though 
the stockade was burned in an Indian attack in 1663 and rdouilt.

To this day, the boundary lines of this stockade are fonred Green Street, min 
Street, Clinton Avenue and North Front Street and are still intact. Also, amazingly 
enough, almost the entire bluff promontory forming the perimeter of this area, 
elevated above the lowland, is still conparatively intact. Therefore, of the three 
first settlanents in New York State, Albany (Fort Orange), New York (New Amsterdam), 
and Kingston, it is only in Kingston that the authentic eleirents of an original 
fortofica-tion remain. Documen-ts indicoate -that -this log palisade was in existence 
until the early 18th century, having been kept in repair as protection against later 
Indi^ raids by the townspeople. The northwestern angle of the Palisade formed a 
^tion. While this area at present is surrounded by commercial developrent, 
ptratography has recently indicated the existence of outlines strongly suggesting that 
^^gle itself may as yet be relatively undisturbed. This area forms a sharp 
bluff and this may account for its preservation.
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Stuyvesant wisely selecrbed the site of v^iat subsequently became the thickly settled 
part of the old village of Kingston, conprising the tract of land having North Front 
Street on the north. Main Street on the south. Green Street on the west, and East 
Front Street (now Clinton Avenue) on the east, thus being protected by very steep 
banks on three sides and ejqxjsed on a level only at the south.

The location of the stockade was such that on the north, east, and west sides, it 
ran along the brow of a steep declivilY (still in existence) with small streams of 
water, through wet marshy ground at the foot, and on the west was a valley with a 
brook running through the center.

In 1777 vMle the Revolution raged about it, this old Dutch settlement became the 
first capital of the State of New York. VJhen it became necessary to frame a 
Constitution for the State of New York, the Constitutional Convention was convened at 
Kingston. In the face of the threat of pursuing English troops, here was framed 
and adopted the first Constitution of the State.

George Clinton was elected Governor General and was inaugurated at Kingston on 
July 30, 1777. John Jay, the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court under the 
Constitution (vto also became the first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States) opened at Kingston the First Term of the Supreme Court.

The Senate House, the Old Dutch Church, and the present Court House (built in 1818 on 
the site of the original structure) are witness to the formation of the New York State 
Government. While the first Congress was meeting in Kingston on the 16th of October, 
1777, the British under General Vaughan landed at Ponckhockie with seven sloops 
of war, 20 galleys and 1600 troops and reduced Kingston to ashes. 326 houses together 
with bams were destroyed. The city was slowly and painfully rebuilt, retaining its 
original form.

General Washington, on his visit to Kingston in 1782, made a circuit of the lines of 
the ancient stockade and warmly aatitiended the military sagacity of Governor General 
Stuyvesant who had planned it. New York State proposed Kingston bo be the Capital of 
the nev United States in 1783 viien Congress was looking for a permanent place for 
the national Capital.

Now in the 20th century, 300 years after the building of the stockade area, it is 
still very much in evidence. Streets are still intact. Jfeny of the pre-revolutionary 
houses and post-revolutionary houses built of stone still exist, as well as numerous 
other buildings of various periods which have produced a cross strata of three centuries 
of architecture. The district contains a number of building which individually 
exemplify the city's architectural development from the seventeenth through torentieth 
centuries. Together, however, with the street patterns and landscaping they form an 
environment that is a critical and irreplaceable part of the historical heritage of 
Kingston and of New York State.
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272 Clinton Avenue (gas station) 

311-315 Wall Street (F. W. Woolworth) 

79 North Front Street (gas station)
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More photographs are forthcoming....arranged with Ellen MacDougal. 
Although Clinton Ave. Historic District is entirely within the 
boundaries of the larger Kingston Stockade District, Diana Waite 
would like to have both listed separately. Clinton Ave. is 
an urban renewal area, and N.Y. State wants to be able to 
point and say that Clinton Ave. and the buildings contained 
within that district have had NR protectiont since 1970.
I told her fehat the decision was probably to be made in 
Publications, but that at the very least there would be a 
cross-reference to the Clinton Ave. Historic District.

1
J

Jandl 5/23/75

■ ^ .#■

fiC

... ■

siI« D i «*•
a£i^i£6i..

































Form No. 10-301 
Rev. 7-72

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Ulster
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

. l 8 1975

COMMON: Kingston Stockade District
AND/OR HISTORIC:

H K LOCATtC^:

U
=)
O'
H
«/>
Z

lU
lU

____________________STREET AND NUM BER:

Bounded by Clinton, Front, Green and Main Street
CITY TOWN:

Kingston
STATE: CODE COUNTY: | CODE

New York 035 Oil
a. MAP REFEBENCe iS;!siiis;|s

SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Series, Kingston Eas
1:24000
1963

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude ond longitude reference.

APR 0 9 m

INT: lSS-72









Mn» VOmSTATljnMNWAfWCnMtlON South Swan Sreat sue Empm Stele nan 1223S tntamBlIon S13 474^S0
Or in Lehman AiawMBi^wheteCorwtwBioiw

May 15, 1975

Mr. Bill Lebovich 
National Register of Historic 

Places
Department of the Interior 
18th & C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Bill;

RECEIVED 

MAY 2 1 m
^TlOfitAL
«eg/ste»

Attached is a continuation sheet listing the three buildings in 
the Kingston Stockade Historic District that may be classified as 
intrusions. Their impact on the district is slight. Out of a total 
of approximately 240 buildings only about 30 have had unsympathetic 
twentieth century renovations. Hence, the district rea|y.ns a great 
deal of its integrity. On the district property map X indicates that 
a building has been demolished.

I hope this will be sufficient to answer any questions you may 
have about the district.

Sincerely,

Ellen T. McDougall 
Research Assistant 
Division for Historic 

Preservation

ETM/jf
Enclosure
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Extensive district containing predominantly li-2-story residences and 3-4-story

commercial structures; notable are^he^-story Second Empire Clermont building, the 

il-story stone * Senate House, 8 lateXjth C. stone hou7e'^,and numerous

Greek Revival, Queen Anne, and Italianate -tmrtnrr ~Q i1 i I i 11_ L tiluu '-j

eiinLuii Auun^n TTInl ,,i Area developed initially as mid-17th C. stockade
town under direction oWeter Stuyvesant, director general of New Amsterdam; burned 

by British and rebuilt, 1777; served as first state capital; now exhibits well-preserved 

cross section of various architectural styles.
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5. (location): Area boimded by "both sides of Clinton Ave., Main , Green, and Front Sts. (incorporates former
Clinton Avenue Historic District)
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