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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grand Central Terminal is treated as one low monumental unit,
although its height would equal that of a conventional seven story
structure, Above ground, the building itself occupies three city
blocks, The station is of steel frame construction, The base and
lower portion of the exterior walls of the station are of Stony
Creek granite, with Bedford limestone used above,

The south (main) facade features three monumental arched bays,
set between giant paired Doric columns which support a full en-
tablature, (Bays of these proportions are often found in American
buildings of this period.) A great parapet crowns the composition,
and has Jules-Alexis Coutan's sculptural group of Mercury flanked by
Minerva and Hercules as its central feature, The tall base of the
building contains shops at street level, Another feature of the
design is the elevated automobile roadway which extends around the
building enabling Park Avenue to contime unobstructed, A system
of interior ramps makes the transition from the street level to the
Main Concourse,

The Grand Concourse within the station is one of the most just-
ifiably famous interiors in the United States, It is a room of vast
size, with its upper walls pierced by clerestory windows which, at
certain times of day, admit great beams of sunlight. The great
arched ceiling, painted by the French artist Paul Helleu, represents
a dark blue sky containing the constellations of the firmament,

Beneath the station; the layout of the tracks represented the
brilliant engineering solution devised by the railroad's Chief En-
gineer William J, Wilgus, and the architectural firm of Reed & Stem,
who won the initial competition for the building,

One of the most interesting features of the building is the
visual separation of the Grand Concourse from the track system,
American commuters and foreign travellers alike have commented ad-
miringly on the great interior, from which departing trains are
easily and quickly reached, but into which no sign of them intrudes,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Grand Central Station, as it was originally built and now stands,
represents the combined ideas of a number of people, When, to comply
with new safety restrictions, the New York Central Railroad electrified
its lines into New York City, vast changes were required in the sub-
terranean track system, William K. Vanderbilt, then Chairmgn of the
New York Central Corporation, felt that a new terminal should be built,
replacing the old passenger depot,

In 1903, a competition was held to choose the architect for the con-
struction, and entries were invited from some of the top architectural
firms in the nation: D, H, Burnham of Chicago, Reed & Stem of St. Paul,
Minnesota, and Samuel Huckel of Philadelphia. The specifications called
for a revenue-producing station on a monumental scale, Winnihg the com-
petition were the designs submitted by the partnership of Charles Reed
and Allen Stem: a great station carrying a fourteen sbory commercial
building, "exterior circumferential elevated roadways" connecting with a
bridge crossing L2nd Street, and a system of interior ramps instead of
stairways,

Independent of the architectural competition, Col, William J, Wil=
gus, Chief Engineer (later to be Vice President) of the New York Ceéntral,
designed a revolutionary new two level track system for the simplification
of arrival and departure procedures, By 1909, before the plans for the
building were finalized, his gigantic pit was almost completed,

After the competition had been decided, the contract awarded, and the
working drawings begun, the personal taste and influence of William K,
Vanderbilt intervened, greatly altering the course of the construction of
the station, Vitally interested in art, Vanderbilt had become a close
friend of his architect-c_ousin Whitney Warren, of the firm of Warren &
Wetmore, Having been educated in architecture at the prestigious Ecole
des Beaux Arts in Paris, Warren was eminently capable of discussing his
art with Vanderbilt, After the competition was over, Warren & Wetmore
laid a set of drawings directly before Vanderbilt, Disregarding the pro-
duction of revenue, their design emphasized the monumentality attainable
by a building on the then-enormous site, Vanderbilt himself declared a
preference for the magnificence of a design not motivated by profit-making,
and he conveyed to Reed & Stem the idea that they might take Warren &
Wetmore into partnership., After some resistance from the original prize
winners, a corporation was formed between the two firms entitled Associated
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""gf the Grand Central Terminal, headed by Charles Reed,

The Reed & Stem plans scrapped, new ones were drawn up; plans which were
perhaps totally conceived by Whitney Warren, The design was a large, low, non;
revenue-producing building without the ramp system., Warren's plans had been
four years in preparation when Vanderbilt belatedly submitted them for the
required approval from the board of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Rail-
road, They were not accepted,

The new plans, which had been so long in preparation, had to be dis-
carded in favor of the origimal Reed & Stem design, for which the New Haven
Railroad had expressed a decided preference. In the interim, while the
Warren plans had been developing, the railroad had acquired more land at the site,
sothe Reed & Stem plans required significant alteration, Whitney Warren pro-
bably contributed much to the read justment of the plans, but the basic frame-
work for the station was that which had been designed in 1903 by Reed & Stem,
It may have been due to Warren's persuasion that the fourteen story tower that
had been designed to crown the station was never built,

Although the mechanics of the plan may be credited to Reed & Stem and to
Engineer William Wilgus, it is certain that the detail and ornament of the
building as it stands are due to Warren, Whitney Warren knew and often com-
missioned well known painters and sculptors to decorate his buildings, It was
Warren who brought from Paris both the artist Paul Helleu, who painted the
ceiling of the Grand Concourse, and the sculptor Jules-Alexis Coutan, who
executed the monumental Mercury group on the south facade,

The new terminal with its underground tracks helped to accelerate the
growth of Patk Avenue as a fashionable residential district for wealthy bus-
inessmen who wished to maintain apartments in the city,

Grand Central, as it was originally conceived, (before the erection of thé
Pan Am building) was brilliantly arranged to close the vista along Park Avenue
from the south, As the focal point in such a scheme, the primary facade had t
' be, and was treated as a monumental composition, Whitney Warren, magnificently
trained in the aesthetic principles of the fcole des Beaux Arts, used his in-
fluence in the design of the Grand Central to make it an impressive monument tq
| transportation, reflecting the economy of the city. It is masterfully composed,
with its great arched window bays, monumental columns, and its grand sculptural
program, to make it as effective and impressive as it could possibly be, Ela-
borate wreaths and garlands are disposed about the facade, the exterior windowg
are great expanses of glass gridded with steel bars and enriched with decoratide
borders, The main facade is crowned with a broken segmental pediment, from ﬁ
which bursts the great clock with the Mercury group posed heroically on top of
it. These features taken together create a composition of great richness and
textural quality characteristic of the best building of the early part of the
twentieth century,
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NOMINATION INVOIVES CRITICAL SITUATION

April 11, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places

Room 3209

1100 L Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, the officially
designated State Preservation Agency, and as the State Liaison
Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places:

Grand Central Terminal, New York County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Governor's Advisory Cammittee on Historic Preservation in
accordance with the criteria outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants
Cuide. This nomination involves a critical threat of demolition
of the interior and the addition of another high rise on top of
the building. The New York City Landmar: Preservation Committee's
designation is being challenged in t’ﬁe oirts.

/
The staff of the Trust would welcome the ;opportunity to discuss

this submission with your office.

ICJ:ve

State of New York e Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor e Parks & Recreation e Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
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