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OWNERSHIP
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I I In-Process
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STATUS
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in progress
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TO THE PUBLIC
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□ Restricted 
Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
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I I Educational 
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I I Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
I I Private Residence

□ Religious 
I I Scientific

SI Transportation 
□ Other (Specify)

l-~^ Comments

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY _• ;
OWNER’S NAME: Yorlc Harlom Railroad Co.j Penn Central Transportation COe

The ^Ist 3t« Realty Co. (UGP Properties Tnc. holds lease to erent
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STREET AND NUMBER:
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New York
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TITLE OF SURVEY:
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DATE OF SURVEY: AugllSt ?, 10^7
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:' *

I 1 Federal I I State I I County on Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOT?DS:
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street AND NUMBER:
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Congressional Representative: Edward I,Koch
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CONDITION
1 1 Excellent ® Good Q Fair

(Check One) 
□ Deteriorated I I Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One)
3 Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One)
□ Moved 3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Grand Central Terminal is treated as one low monumental unit, 
although its height would equal that of a conventional seven story- 
structure, Above ground, the building itself occupies three city- 
blocks, The station is of steel frame construction. The base and 
lower portion of the exterior walls of the station are of Stony 
Creek granite, I'ri.th Bedford limestone used above.

The south (main) facade features three moniimental arched bays, 
set between giant paired Doric columns which support a full en­
tablature, (Bays of these proportions are often found in American 
buildings of this period,) A great parapet crowns the composition, 
and has Jules-Alexis Coutan’s sculptiiral group of Mercury flanked by 
Minerva and Hercules as its central feature. The tall base of the 
building contains shops at street level. Another feature of the 
design is the elevated automobile roadway which extends aro-und the 
building enabling Park Avenue to centime unobstructed, A system 
of interior ramps makes the transition from the street level to the 
Main Concourse,

The Grand Concourse within the station is one of the most just­
ifiably famous interiors in the United States, It is a room of vast 
size, with its upper walls pierced by clerestory windows which, at 
certain times of day, admit great beams of sunlight. The great 
arched ceiling, painted by the French artist Paul Helleu, represents 
a dark blue sky containing the constellations of the firmament,

• Beneath the station^ the layout of the tracks represented the 
brilliant engineering solution devised by the railroad's Chief En­
gineer William J, Wilgus, and the architectural firm of Reed & Stem, 
who won the initial competition for the building.

One of the most interesting features of the building is the 
visual separation of the Grand Concourse from the track system, 
American commuters and foreign travellers alike have commented ad­
miringly on the great interior, from which departing trains are 
easily and quickly reached, but into which no sign of them intrudes.

NATIONAL : 
REGISTER 4:

ut

m
m

z
t/»

H
XI

e
n
H

O

z
«✓»





[». MAJOI^ BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES______________________________________________

Alexander, Edwin P., Down at the Depot, (N.Y., 1970) 
Ashton, Dore, New York (N. Y., 1972)
Biirnham, Alan, ed, ^Tew York Landmarks (Conn,, 1963) 
Collins, F, A,, The Romance of Park Avenue (N.Y., 1930)
Droege, John A,, Passenger terminals a!nd drains (N, Y., 1916)
Duchene, Achille, '*lbtes k domments”. Arch, Record, XXXIII, 2, p, 185 
Grand Central Terminal, a brochure 
Marshall, David, Grand Central (N.Y., 19U6)
Reed, H, H,, The Golden City,~~(N.Y,, 1959)
Tunnard, Christopher, <!iReed, H. H,, The American Skyline (Boston, 195$)

RO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER

NW
NE
SE

sw

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o » m

o

e

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: UnCler OTIG d,OVB

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

ho° U5 ■ 12 ■

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
73 o 58 . 37.

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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CODE

NAME AND TITLE:
Ellen F, Rosebrock & Stephen S, Lash,, Associates

ORGANIZATION

New York City Landmarks Preservation Coiranission
DATE
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STATE CODE

New York New York
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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in the National Register ^d certify that it has been 
evaluated according to/(he/criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National harWService. The recommended 
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of the Grand Central Terminal, headed by Charles Reed.

The Reed & Stem plans scrapped, new ones were drawn upj plans which were 
perhaps totally conceived by '^'^hitney Warren. The design was a large, low, non 
revenue-producing building without the ramp system. Warren's plans had been 
four years in preparation when Vanderbilt belatedly submitted them for the 
required approval from the board of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Rail­
road. They were not accepted.

The new plans, which had been so long in preparation, had to be dis­
carded in favor of the origiaal Reed & Stem design, for which the Near Haven 
Railroad had expressed a decided preference. In the interim, while the 
Warren plans had been developing, the railroad had acquired more land at the site, 
soihe Reed & Stem plans required significant alteration. Whitney Warren pro­
bably contributed much to the readjustment of the plans, but the basic frame­
work for the station was that which had been designed in 1903 by Reed & Stem,
It may have been due to Warren's persuasion that the fourteen story tower that 
had been designed to crown the station was never built.

Although the mechanics of the plan may be creditel to Reed & Stem and to 
Engineer William Wilgus, it is certain that the detail and ornament of the 
building as it stands are due to Warren. Whitney Warren knew and often com­
missioned well known painters and sculptors to decorate his buildings. It was 
Warren who brought from Paris both the artist Paul Helleu, who painted the 
ceiling of the Grand Concourse, and the sculptor Jules-Alexis Coutan, who 
executed the monumental Mercury group on the south facade.

The new terminal with its underground tracks helped to accelerate the 
p-owth of Pa±k Avenue as a fashionable residential district for wealthy bus­
inessmen who wished to maintain apartments in the city.

Grand Central, as it was originally conceived, (before the erection of thi 
Pan Am building) was brilliantly arranged to close the vista along Park Avenue 
from the south. As the focal point in such a scheme, the primary facade had t( 
be, and was treated as a monumental coraposi;^ion, Whitney Warren, magnificentr 
trained in the aesthetic principles of the Ecole des Beaux Arts, used his in­
fluence in the design of the Grand Central to make it an impressive monument t( 
tra^portation, reflecting the economy of the city. It is masterfully composec 
with its great arched window bays, monumental columns, and its grand sculptural 
program, to make it as effective and impressive as it could possibly be. Ela­
borate wreaths and garlands are disposed about the facade, the exterior windows 
p*e great epanses of glass gridded with steel bars and enriched with decorati-\ e 
borders. The main facade is crowned with a broken segmental pediment, from

eroup posed heroically on top ofIt, These features taken together create a composition of great richness and 
textural quality characteristic of the best building of the early part of the 
twentieth century.
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