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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries complete applicable sections)

STATE:

New York
COUNTY!

New York
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

[TTni
BBrmgTS

Grade (Archibald) Mansion
AND/OR HISTORIC:

2. LOCATION^
STREET AND NUMBER:

East End Avenue at 88th Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

New York 18th
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

New York 36 New York 061
[X CLASSIFICATION '

H

U

at
I-
«/*

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

□ District KKBuilding

□ Site □ Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

BC Public 
□ Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition: 
□ In Process

^ "-T L_J w6^0jsi|e|e^^^

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

STATUS

£JC Occupied 
I I Unoccupied

Preservation work 
in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

X3C Restricted 
I I Unrestricted 
□ No

n Agricultural 
I 1 Commercial 
f~1 Educational 
I 1 Entertainment

I I Government 
r~l Industrial 
□ Military 
I I Museum

□ qd
^3: Private Residence .f\"1^^Wt

□ iRefigiaus

□ ■Scientific

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY

lU

UJ

u>

[5... LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION_____________________________________________________

OWNER’S NAME: \'

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs
STREET AND NUMBER:

830 Fifth Avenue

rtation \ I Comments

____________

istration of New

CITY OR TOWN:

New York New York

CODE

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

New York County Hall of Records
STREET AND NUK^BER;

31 Chambers Street
CITY OR TOWN:

New York New York 36
pnpRESlNTATipN >N EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY;

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
DATE OF SURVEY: MarCh. 1P££_ I \ Federal \ I State i I County IvhfLoca!

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway
CITY OR TOWN:

New York New Y f>r k

Rep. Edward I. Koch, l8th Cong. District
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|7. D£SCR<PTI0N

CONDITION
1^ Excellent Good Q Fair

(Check One)

1 1 Deteriorated ( I Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)

rjj[ Altered I I Unaltered

(Check One)

□ Moved S Origtnol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Grade Mansion, located-in Carl Schurz Park on East End 
Avenue and the north corner of 88th Street, stands on a point 
of land jutting out into the East River. A simple, frame, 
Federal style structure of approximately l4 rooms, the house to 
must appear much as it did more than l60 years ago, just after 
the completion of its enlargement in l8ll.

The -white clapboard house is rectangular in shape and two 
stories in height. It has chinoiserie lattice balustrades and 
a handsome Federal fanlight doorway. Each side has two tiers 
of windows with black shutters, set in direct alignment one 
above the other. Generally speaking, this arrangement of the 
fenestration gives the house an appearance of symmetry and 
almost of formality. However, -a slight but noticeable varia
tion in the spacing of the two tiers of windows to the right of 
the doorway, and those similarly located at the west end of the 
house, is due to the fact that they are part of the l8ll addi
tion to the house on the north side. The same is true for the 
variation in the two pairs of chimneys. The more massive pair 
dates from 1799, the more slender from l8ll.

The house is set on a high basement, half above, half below 
ground, concealed by planting. At the first floor level it is 
encircled on the south, east and part of the north elevation 
by a porch. Columns of the Tuscan order, with slender square 
balusters and railings between, support the chinoiserie 
lattice balustrade.. Small square posts topped by graceful 
finials separate the alternating lattice -patterns. The shallow 
hipped roof is also surrounded by a balustrade, similar in 
design but differing in pattern.

The main facade on the east looks out'’over the lawn and 
river. The eight columns are arranged in two groups of four 
each, evenly spaced. This arrangement stresses the wide center 
opening approached by a short flight of steps leading up to 
the doorway. On either side are two tall windows. The 
smaller second story windows are aligned with those on the 
first floor.

The striking Federal doorway is unusual in design and has 
been attributed by some to Major Charles Pierre L'Enfant.
Deep reveals enframe .the six-paneled door, surmounted by a 
lunette flanked by a pair of oval rosettes set between a pair 
of elongated wood consoles. Just below these are the leaded 
glass sidelights framed by graceful, downward-tapering, 
pilaster-like elements. These in turn rest on true pilasters 
rising from the porch floor separated by plain panels between 
them.■'
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian 1 Q 16th Century

I I 15th Century CD 17th Century

I I 18 th Century 
19th Century

CD 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 
Aboriginal CD Education - -

CD Prehistoric CD Engineering

□ Historic □ Industry

CC Agriculture Q Invention

0 Architecture Q Londscope

CD Architecture

CD Commerce CD Literoture

□ Communications q Military

□ Conservation q ^usic

|3' PoliVi^ot- - '

CD Religion/Phi. 
losophy 

Science 
Sculpture 
Social/Humon- 

itorian 
Theoter 
T ronsportation

- r n D3 Urboit Planning 
CD Other (Specify)

The year l646 is the first recorded date of the ownership 
of the property on which Gracie Mansion stands. It had been 
granted to Sybout Clae.ssen, a resident of Nieuw Amsterdam, who 
named the point Hoorn's Hook after his native village in the 
Netherlands. The name was changed a number of times as the 
property passed through numerous hands before Jacob Walton 
purchased acreage between IT6O-TO.

Here, sometime between 1770 and 1774, Walton--who had 
married Polly Cruger, daughter of the Hon. Henry Cruger,
Mayor of the City of New York—built his country house 
"Belleview," the first residence to occupy the site. Not 
long after the Waltons moved to their new home, the American 
War of Independence broke out and the Waltons, being Loyalist, 
withdrew to Flatbush where they both die4 ^in ^1782 ^ ^ ,

.The point of, land was 59 , strategically ..located o,n the ,,East 
River that General Washington ordered its for-tificatioh^early 
in 1776. In September of that year, presumably ,during a. 
bombardment, the house was destroyed by shell‘fire. Evacuated 
:by American forcesthe point was captured by the British 
and from 1776 to I783 it remained a British encampment.

Because of conditions existing during the war years, the 
Walton will was not probated until 1791* when his four 
children inherited the property. It was from them that 
Archibald Gracie acquired 11 acres of land in two parcels, 
the first in late December 1798, the second in early 
January 1799-

Archibald Gracie (1755-1829) was born in Scotland and 
emigrated to the United States in'1784. He settled in Peters- 
berg, Virginia, where he continued the mercantile and shipping 
business he had established abroad. He moved to New York in 
1793. A few years later, when he married Esther Rogers, he 
was already a wealthy trader, banker and ship owner. His city 
residence and business office was located on the lower tip of 
Manhattan, at the opposite end of the island from the newly
acquired land on which he was planning to build his country 
house.



9. MAJOR BIBLlOGRAPHJCAt REFERENCES

See continuation sheet.

hiO. OEOGRAPHtCAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

0
p

latitude and LONGIT-jdE COORDINATES
DEFINING Thti CtiviTER POIN 1 OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
l\

LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 » H 0 * » 1+0° 1+6- 3l+‘ 73“ 56- 36-
NE 0 ( ■ 0 • ft

SE .0 * * 0 ■ t ■

5W 0 • • 0 1 » 1
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: apPTOX. 2 SCreS

ILIST A1_L STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY^

'5- £S1

> ^C®DE

:OD,E

7 Zv3
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Max Kahn, Associate
__________

ORGANI ZATION

New'York City Landmarks Preservation .Commissioi 1971+ ' .. .
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadvay
CITY OR TOWN:

T^ew Xork

As the designated State L.iaison Officer for the Na
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c'iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National □ ^^ State □ Local

Name

TTev York
II2' STATE LIAtSON OFFICER CERTIFICATION | NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION ........^

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Title State Historic Preservation 
Officer ^ ~ ^

Cate //3//?.r

Direcfor. Office of Archeology and Historic Preservati
iorJ

(T
Date

ATTEST
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it U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-147/1442 3-1











-7snn^:2oSstate working Number_^^

TECHNICAL
Photos__L-----
Maps /

CONTROL
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ARCHITECTURAL HISTOMANTx Xvvpo3s.i<a(ut ttsw Mepeoc-*^ \wk-x HCcieVr
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OTHER
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Review
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REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
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National Register Write-up __________ Send-back
Federal Register Entry Re-submit

Entered izws
IN T :2 1 06- 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



















FEDERAL ASSISTANCE
□ PREAPPLICATION 

ACTION ^ APPLICATION
□ notification of intent (OpL)
□ REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

•. Applicant NaiM
b. Orcanlzatlon Unit
c. Straat/P.O. Box
*■ Cily :
f. StaU :
b. Contact Pane* (ATamo

& telephont No.) :

2. APPLI- 
CANrS 
APPIJ. 
CATION

UMD Appmvii no.
a. NUMBER
HP78-10015

3. ST.ME 
APPLICA- 
TION 
lOENTh

i. NUMBER

b. DATE
Y«ar month day b. DATE Year manIJk day

19 78 06 ?i9 FICR ASSIGNED 19
Eeava
Blank

NYS Office of Parks & Recreation 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Agency Bldg. #1, Empire State Plaza 
Albany •• County : Albany
New York i. ziPCod#: 12238
Orin Lehmein 
(518) 474-0443

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTICy OF APPLICANT’S PROJECT

Grade Mansion, New York City, New York CflimL^L. New 
York. Preservation to include the preparation of an 
Historic Structure Report and administrative fees. 
Grade Mansion, approximately 80' x 70' and two stori 
high, was begun in 1700, completed in 1801, & had a 
north wing added in 1810. The mansion is one of the 
finest Federal style country seats remaining on the 
Island of Manhattan from that early (con't Sect. IV)
10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Name* of eilitt, eountiet,

StaUt, *te.)

5. FEOERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

____  14-6013200

PRO
GRAM

(From
Ftdtral
Catalog)

1. HUMBERll I 5 !• |9| 0l 4|

b. TITLE

National Historic 
Preservation Act of 
1966

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
A-Stat«
B-Intaratilt 
C>SubsUtt 

Oisirict 
D-Couniy 
E-City

^School Dltlria 
TJiSpaclal Purpon Dittrict

H-Community Action Aynnqy 
I- HIchor Educitionnl InUiluUaa 
J-Indian Tnba 
K-Otbaf (Spari/y)i

Snttr appropriato Utter |a |

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-6a>ie Grant D-lnauranca
8-Supfi!amantal Gnnt E-OUiar 
C-loan Enter appro- f-" 

priate Utter(e) A

New York County

11. ESTIMATED NUM
BER OF PERSONS BENEFITING

1,539,233

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New (^-Ravialon E-AugfliantatlM 
B-Ranawal D-Continuatlo* Enter appropriate letter |

PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF;

a. FEDERAL S 8.250 .do'

b. APaiCANT 8.250 .00

e. STATE .00

d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL s 16.500 .00

1. APPU(»irr 
8

IS. PRO. cCT START
DATE Year montk day15 See #34

b. PROJECT 
8

17. PROJECT

15. T. PE OF CHANGE (For tte or tte) 
A-Incraasa Ddllari F-Othar iSpeeifylt 
B-Dactia>a Dalian 
C-Inccaaaa Ouratioa
D-Dacreaaa Duration ______________
E-Canc illation

<o

Enter appro- I 1 I I
priate UUer(e) | | | |Monthe

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY W

Year month

« 78 06
Hay

29
19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER

20. FEDERAL AGENCY ^ Service20240
U.S. Dept, of Interior,

THE
APPLICANT
CERTIFIES
THAT>-

Washington D.C.
21. REMARKS ADDED 

□ Yn* n NO
a. To tho b«t oi my kncnlrd^a and balitf, 
data in this prMpplication/appIleation ara 
trua and correct, the documant baa bean 
duly cutharipad by tha (ovarnlnf body of 
tba applicant and tha applicant will coarnly 
with tha attached assurancaa if tha aaaiat- 
anca la approrad.

b. If raquireri by 0MB Circular A-95 this application was submitlad, pursuant to in 
structions tharain, to appropriato claaringhousas and all rasponsas ara attached:

0)NYS clearinghouse
CD
(3)______

b. SIGNAGE a

icer f ytiAjh .

S’o re- J7a.’i>onaa
ipon$9 afCoclMd

n □□ □□ □23.
CERTIFYING
REPRE
SENTATIVE

a. TYPED NAME AND TITU

Orin Lehman 
State Historic Preservation Officer

e. 0A1E SIGNED
Year mow/A

19 78 6
Aiy

30

24. AGENCY NAME

Department of the Interior
Yanr montA day

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT ServlcC
Heritage Conservation S Recieation

25. APPLICATION
RECEIVED 19 7g ~J 13

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Gjrants Administration Div.
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION IPENT’.ICATION

29. ADDRESS 
18th and

SI. ACTION TAKEN 
Q 1. AWAEDED

□ b, REJECTED

□ e. RETURNED FOR
AMENDMENT

□ d. DEFERRED

□ 0. WITHDRAWN

32. FUNDING

a. FEDERAL $ 8.250 .00
b. APPUCAffT 8.250 .00
e. STATE .00

d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00

f, TtnAL 5. 16.500 .00

FEOERAL AGENCY 
A-S5 ACTION

20240
30. FEDERAL GR ^NT IDLNTinCATlOfl

36-8937

33. ACTION DATE W
Year wiawtA

19 7^ 8
day

8
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA

TION (Noma ortd telephone number)

Stephen D, Nevman 
202 523-5472

a. In taking abova acticn, any comments received from claaringbcr'ses ware con
sidered. If agency response it d la under provisions of Part 1, 0MB Circular A-95, 
it has baan or la baing mada.

34. Year r jnV. lag
STARTING -o no m DATE 19 78 08 01
36.
ENDING
DATE

Year m««tX day
,9 80 09 30

37. REA'AKKS ADDED

h. FEDERAL AGENCY A.-95 OFFICIAL 
(NVma and telephone no.)

Same as #35
424-101 ja. 1303^ STANDARD FORM 434 “AGR 1 (10-75) 

PretjrOetl by OS4. i ederal HanatemeiU Ciremlar 74-r
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