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nm SH£t!

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

Qname
HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

Spring House

Qlocation
STREET& NUMBER

\ 3001 jyfcmroe Avenue —NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN

Pittsford __
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

VICINITY OF #34 - Rep. Frank Horton
STATE

Mraw Ynrlc
CODE COUNTY
36 Monroe

CODE

055

CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP

—DISTRICT —PUBLIC
X-BUILDING(S) 5L.PRIVATE

—STRUCTURE —BOTH

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION
—OBJECT _|N PROCESS

—BEING CONSIDERED

STATUS
X—OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

X—YES: UNRESTRICTED 
—NO

PRESENT USE

—AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X_COMMERCIAL —PARK

—EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
—ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION

—MILITARY —OTHER:

Qowner of property
NAME

Mr. Donald O'Neill
STREETS NUMBER

The Spring Hovise, 3001 Monroe Avenue
CITY. TOWN

Pittsford __  VICINITY OF
STATE

New York

Qlocation of legal description
COURTHOUSE.
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. MonToe County Courthouse
STREETS NUMBER

CITY, TOWN
Rxhester,

STATE
New York

B REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE

See separate (oontinuation sheet.

DATE
—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE



[DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE

X—EXCELLENT

—GOOD

—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS

—UNEXPOSED

—UNALTERED 
X—ALTERED

CHECK ONE
X-ORIGINALSITE

—MOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set amidst agressively ooramercial rLhbon develqpnent on the outskirts of 
Rochester, the Spring House faces north onto Monroe Avenue and backs l?> on the 
old Erie Canal bed, vhich is still visible in the underbrush. Screened from 
its neighbors by large trees and shrubs, the 2 1/2 bo 3 1/2 story brick building, 
which dates from 1832, is set back on the lot with a semi-circular driveway in the 
front.

Ihe main mass of the building is five bays wide and rectangular in plan. On 
either end are two Icwer wings vhich appear to be original. The building is 
constructed into a hillside vhich slopes to the front (north) and consequently the 
front facade is 3 1/2 stories and rear facade overlooking the canal is 2 1/2 stories.

The gable roof with a sirtple oomice projects on the north and south sides of the 
main block, forming two colonnades. Cn the north (front) side the columns rest 
upon twD story piers. Cn this side wood balcony railings have been replaced with 
metal ones, and the third floor balcony has been reduced to a single bay between 
the twD central columns. A c. 1918 photograph indicates that the earlier third 
floor balcony extended the entire length of the itein mass.

The two side wings of the front facade have a similar arrangement of ooluirans on 
brick piers, as did the rear facade of the main block. The piers on rear side are 
presently engulfed in a dining room addition made in 1961, but the second story 
columns are still visible above the addition.

On each floor of the front facade there is a centered doorway with a leaded 
transom and side lights. Two similar doorways are on the rear facade. The second 
story doorway is visible from the exterior, while the one on the ground floor is 
obscured by the 1961 addition on the exterior but is clearly visible on the 
interior. There are fanlights in the gable ends and two inside end chimneys on the 
east and west ends.

The ground floor interior has been altered, but the second or principal floor 
(which opens out on the first balcony on the front and at the ground level in the 
rear), is largely undisturbed on the interior. The original spaces have not been 
altered and federal woodwork - door and window trim, mantles, stairway, and 
wainscoting - survives throughout this floor. The third floor ball room is said 
to have been built with a spring floor.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD 
_PREHISTORIC 
_1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
—1600-1699 
—1700-1799 
Xl 800-1899 
^1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE
__ARGHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING

X_archeology-historic

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—AGRICULTURE
JILarchitecture

—ART
^COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

-CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY
—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER 
—TRANSPORTATION 

X—OTHER (SPECIFY)

Resorts

SPECIFIC DATES 1832 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Five iniles east of Rjchester, the Spring House is a well-preserved exattple 
of a small scale early nineteenth century health spa. This brick inn at 
Mcnroe Springs, built in 1832, represents an early chapter in the history of 
health care throu^ the medicinal qualities of spring water. Elsevdaere in the 
state this trend flourished in the mid-nineteenth century with the large-scale 
sanatoriums and resorts at Saratoga, Ldoancn, Shaixai Springs, Avon and 
Clifton Sp:dngs.

Two geographic features - one natural and one man-made - determined the location 
of the Spring House, ffost irnportant was the discovery of sulpher wrings in 
this area sometime in the late 1820's. Ihe hotel building, however, was not 
constructed immediately at the springs but half a mile southwest on the edge of 
the newly conpleted Erie Canal. Built for Joseph Tows^, the Spring House was 
aj^sarently completed by 1832, the year of a severe cholera epidemic. In August

-1

of that year a visitor described the resort at Monroe Springs:

The proprietor has expended large sxms of money to 
render this retreat not only conducive to health, but 
ocanfort also; and in the selectiion of a location 
of a house for the acoamtiodation of visitors, and in 
fitting up the same, has manifested much taste, as 
he has united more advantages than are to be found 
at any similar establishment in the vestem country. 
At a convenient distance on cane side runs the 
Erie Canal to accommodate invalids, car others who 
may aamlve by water , on the other side runs the 
stage road connecrting the large villages in this 
section, so that the means of public conveyance to 
and from these springs are as numerous and frequent 
as those on any other, and private carriages may 
be obtained from this village at seventy^five cents 
each trip.
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The location of the public or boarding-house is 
rendered pleasant at this season by being surrounded 
by ^ade trees sufficiently dense to prevent the rays 
of the sun from penetrating, which being clear of 
under-wood, allows a free circulation of air calculated
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

Sj

|FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Cornelia E. Brooke. Reserarch Assistant Septenber, 1975
ORGANIZATION ^YS Offloe of Parfcs and Recreation, 

Division for Historic Preservation________
DATE

474-047Q
STREETS NUMBER

Ertpire State Plaza
TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN

Albany,
STATE

New York

Estate historic preservation officer certification
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL___  STATE____  LOCAL XX

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Servic^<^^ ^ ^

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE N VS
THE NATIONAL REGISTER

ESiRVATlON

...........

DATE 9//d/?jr
FOR NPS USE ONLY

I HEREBY C€«T1FY THATTyfs PROPERTY

■©Alii:

y

KEEPER OF THE N^ONAL REGISTER

GPO 888-445



Property ?Too//9"f 
^yyi , /> /^

0
State Working Number f. ;i y^, 7/ yi_g^ y/I/nJa-t u>. I
TECHNICAL

Photos.. 2- 
Maps ^

^ CONTBO^
T7d 7j-

tr\ 'jjL^ . /X^sfc-«f>ji” /CsiM>*^
-C-76;«^dU^..AjL.

HISTORIAN

/o^ 2^0 ^7^
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN(fynzjt^ ^UJl^ (^{A^ ^ -

icc^au sv-pjoc^ffd iyvJ^
^fif^fx^i?^Dz_ ccim^ 0 . /5 CC<^pj

ARCHEOLOGIST

i-

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

AV»eJI 'M mi- ^n>m )^.\\b\\«i' 

CA*AV<iVvciBd| VAj>mv
REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

facin'
Coiv^^_h.%-7S^

B

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER
5^

//•<«/•*>,

/>uu-^p 

//•<«/•‘jr'

Send-backNational Register Write-up 
Federal Register Entry ^ ~ 3- 0 (» Re-submit

Entered NOV 2 0 1975
■ NT;2I0S.74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7



NAME OF PROPERTY ~*Tli £■ i i<%j STATE y.

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED.

Description:

8 statement of Significance: f ac.L o-P dA.v%c.g.
iix *^Lg C.€H'U£A ______

i-latu To Covw plg.^e- A. I p0irt»%S^ pp LtAtu*^ fS

(KWlI\£.0/o<4i CCL I j I Cl^U ^ At^eJ ^OI%« l>vv Pi a I ^ jg M e.aL%>

ft-/* ^ n ^ ff h'L^ ? £<XcL -Pli I

Bibliography:
Geographical Data — Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:

Certification:
Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

on the National Register staff, telephone CiOiL^ ^3.3- 

Thank you for your attention to the above items.
Date:

,„.l ft.

Chief, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8

IN T :2 1 05 - 74



















Form No. 10-301 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEDED gcp s , Brs 

bATEEMTEREH MV E E

TYPE ALL ENTRIES -I ENCLOSE WITH MAP
SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN //OW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

NAME
HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
The Spring House

LOCATION
CITY. TOWN Pittsford -VICINITY OF COUNTY

Monroe
STATE

New York

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1952 photo

MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE u.S.G.S. 7.5 minute series - Mendon Ponds ^drangle

revised 1969

REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

GPO 89 2-452 IN T :242 7- 74





Form No. 10-301 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

sEf . 4

PATE ENTERED ^ ^

NAME
HISTORIC

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -! ENCLOSE WITH MAP

AND/OR COMMON
The Spring House

LOCATION
CITY, TOWN

Pittsford
.VICINITY OF COUNTY

Monroe
STATE

New York

MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE Holmes Hutcdiinson Map of Erie Canal
SCALE not known DATE

1834

■ .-j

REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
3. UTM REFERENCES

Shows land owned by Tcwsey and the Spring 
House with its central portion flanked by 
two wings.

GPO 892-452 INT:2 427-74
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
STATE KBSWTOiK

Date Entered lOV 2 0 Wi>

Name Location
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Hon. Jacob K. Javlts 
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Region
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Mr. Orin btiman
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MMott/je 11/24/75
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JJATIONAL REGISTER DATA SHEETJ)M?CmE a^|tyappears on federal register:
HoOSJ6_

(gjOTHER NAMES; entry; county code*

03^
(g^iOCATION street & number
^3oo\ AMfc. '

j^/<^ity / town 
PltTtiPoBJD

vicinity of ^ s^te county
^H.on»Loe.

@NPS REGION:

\^^orVy\ Atlawjtit
(f)owN^riprivate □STATE DHUNICIPAL GCOUNTY OMULTIPLE □FEDERAL(agency name) ® ADMINISTRATOR
©existing surveys DHABS aHAER nNHL 1® funded? GY£S □ NO I® congress, district 34 ^^OURCE of NOMINATION ^TATE 1□ FEDERAL
iNmM tfATieiuiiuistiR milOkio eisiitFm liDwTtHtN RiSTIMHe UNeH4RK> mrnmmmm If State who prepared form?

nwc Near QUO : ^'O YES. HAMr ......... .......... . mm] □ local □ private 0RGANI2ATI0N

^Access QYES-Restricted -Unrestricted Q No Access □ Unknown ®ADAPTIVEUSE GYES ^o|@ SAVED? GVES IS property a HISTORIC DISTRICT? □ yesfilio
@ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANT^ :

□ ENCINEERING-II □ LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 □ POLITICS/GOVT,-21 □ RECREATION-28 ^CLAIMS, explain

□ ARCHEOLOGV-preliistoric-2 q^MERCE-6 □ ENTERTAINMENT-26 □ LAW-16 □ REllGIOM-22 □ SETTLEMENT-29
^first’D

□ ARCHEOLOGY-hisloric-1 IC COMMUNICATIONS-? □ EXPLORATION-12 □ LITERATURE-17 □ SCIENCE- 23 □ URBAN PLANNING-31 ‘ oldest’□
□ AGRICUlTURE-3 □ CONSERVATION-8 ^EALTH-27 □ MILITARY-IB □ SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-241 □ OTHER (SPECIFY)
^ARCHITECTURE-4 □ ECONOMICS-9 □ INDUSTRY-13 □ MUSIC- 19 □ SOCIAL /CULTURAl-30 *onlv* PI
□ ARI-5 □ EOUCATION-IO □ INVENTION-14 □ PHILOSOPHY-20 □ TRANSPORTATION-25 X vaax^ LJ

(^CONDITION 
^E^xoellent
□ ̂ ood
□ fair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
□ unexposed
□ unexcavated

Altered
□ unaltered
□ reconstructed
□ excavated

EForiglnal site 
□ moved 
□unknown

(g)Ceatures: ^t^UBSIANmUY INUCT-1 a-I^BSTANTIULY INTACT-2 ^SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 
eONOT INTACT-O Sq NOT INTACT-O 0□ mOT INTACT - O
"□UNKNOlNN-4 “□ UNKNOWN-5 >DUNKN0WN-6
?DN0T APPLICABLE-7 2DNDT APPLICABLE-8 5 □ NOT APPLICABLE - 9

^lunotions
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT; 1*.v\
CURRENTLY: ______

^architectural style(s); 

^laivascape irchiteot/ garden designer:

fliijor aittritions: 
hisUric (yints:

^architect:

Onlsnov^
^interior decorator. ^artist:

^master builder:

partisan:

|l ETHNIC GROUP ASSOCIATION

^engineer ••

^builder/contractor:

[^NAMES give role & date
personal: |I3oStpt\ OYr^ivril Ourv-ty .

events:

institutional:
^NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-/^nU^» btUlH llUti nxtavt^l*-1 C^'Shltd \wf-, pMkd irttkpor eM

(■ ,2M - 'jAAd 1x6- 'Sir»iry fV«rMJ" ctvctl*' ^^tfV3i^c^eacAv urCik stEU-lijfiCsj; itory cxj^CCU’ VeS-
iilwVft-,’ cuA.^ \r€6Ar ^oyhco^t* Sr6- ■sVcv^ Pwio 2»ul-5te>ry All-

rtay.driWMj^"Wutw» 'aAAUvgvx, i<|W •, 'aJltwaWK^^c5 P-eini/w fewiill- Wt\ facUiXy ‘fWuASii*^ KjeaOtU. n^ortr j
‘aAj'aojM" ■to ©n^i’^al Srie-GawaA ^

reviewers initials |0*^Tfcl liF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER&PUT ON REVERSEI


