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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
X _EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
—GOoD —RUINS X _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set amidst agressively commercial ribbon development on the outskirts of
Rochester, the Spring House faces north onto Monroe Avenue and backs up on the
old Erie Canal bed, which is still visible in the underbrush. Screened from
its neighbors by large trees and shrubs, the 2 1/2 to 3 1/2 story brick building,
which dates from 1832, is set back on the lot with a semi-circular driveway in the
front.

The main mass of the building is five bays wide and rectangular in plan. On
either end are two lower wings which appear to be original. The building is
constructed into a hillside which slopes to the front (north) and consequently the
front facade is 3 1/2 stories and rear facade overlooking the canal is 2 1/2 stories.

The gable roof with a simple cornice projects on the north and south sides of the
main block, forming two colonnades. On the north (front) side the colums rest
upon two story piers. On this side wood balcony railings have been replaced with
metal ones, and the third floor balcony has been reduced to a single bay between
the two central colums. A c. 1918 photograph indicates that the earlier third
floor balcony extended the entire length of the main mass.

The two side wings of the front facade have a similar arrangement of columms on
brick piers, as did the rear facade of the main block. The piers on rear side are
presently engulfed in a dining room addition made in 1961, but the second story
colums are still visible above the addition.

On each floor of the front facade there is a centered doorway with a leaded
transom and side lights. Two similar doorways are on the rear facade. The second
story doorway is visible from the exterior, while the one on the ground floor is
obscured by the 1961 addition on the exterior but is clearly visible on the
interior. There are fanlights in the gable ends and two inside end chimmeys on the
east and west ends.

The ground floor interior has been altered, but the second or principal floor
(which opens out on the first balcony on the front and at the ground level in the
rear), is largely undisturbed on the interior. The original spaces have not been
altered and federal woodwork - door and window trim, mantles, stairway, and
wainscoting - survives throughout this floor. The third floor ball room is said
to have been built with a spring floor.
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__INVENTION Resorts
SPECIFIC DATES 1832 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Five miles east of Rochester, the Spring House is a well-preserved example
of a small scale early nineteenth century health spa. This brick inmn at
Monroe Springs, built in 1832, represents an early chapter in the history of
health care through the medicinal qualities of spring water. Elsewhere in the
state this trend flourished in the mid-nineteenth century with the large-scale
sanatoriums and resorts at Saratoga, Lebanon, Sharon Springs, Avon and
Clifton Springs.

Two geographic features - one natural and one man-made - determined the location
of the Spring House. Most important was the discovery of sulpher springs in
this area sometime in the late 1820's. The hotel building, however, was not
constructed immediately at the springs but half a mile southwest on the edge of
the newly completed Erie Canal. Built for Joseph Towsey, the Spring House was
apparently completed by 1832, the year of a severe cholera epidemic. In August
of that year a visitor described the resort at Monroe Springs:

The proprietor has expended large sums of money to
render this retreat not only conducive to health, but
comfort also; and in the selection of a location

of a house for the accommodation of visitors, and in
fitting up the same, has manifested much taste, as

he has united more advantages than are to be found
at any similar establishment in the western country.
At a convenient distance on one side runs the

Erie Canal to accommodate invalids, or others who
may arrive by water, on the other side runs the

stage road connecting the large villages in this
section, so that the means of public conveyance to
and from these springs are as numerous and frequent
as those on any other, and private carriages may

be obtained from this village at seventy-five cents .
each trip.

The location of the public or boarding-house is
rendered pleasant at this season by being surrounded
by shade trees sufficiently dense to prevent the rays
of the sun from penetrating, which being clear of
under-wood, allows a free circulation of air calculated
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NAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON .
The Spring House

EJ LocATION
CITY, TOWN " —_VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
Pittsford New York Monroe
E] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT Ha_ns Padelt DATE OF PHOTO 1972 or 1973

NEGATIVE FILED AT

Landmarks Society of Western N.Y., 130 Spring St., Rochester, N.Y.

P} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET

Front (north) facade of The Spring House.

PHOTO NO.
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B} NAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON .
The Spring House

E] LocAaTION
CITY. TOWN . — VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
Pittsford New York Monroe
] PHOTO REFERENCE early or mid-20th
PHOTO CREDIT undated postcard DATE OF PHOTO century - copied 1974

NEGATIVE FILED AT copy negative: :
NYS Parks & Recreation, Division for Historic Preservation, Albany, NY

B} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

View of the rear side of the Spring House facing thccei Erie Canal as it looked
probably around 1930. A one story addition has made. 1N yecent years

but the historic fabric of the old building has not been altered.
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n NAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON ’
The Spring House

EJ LOCATION
CITY, TOWN i —__VICINITY OF STATE COUNTY
Pittsford New York Monroe
] PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTO CREDIT copied DATEOFPHOTO  copied 1974

NEGATIVE FILED AT COpPY nhegative:
NYS Parks & Recreation, Division for Historic Preservation, Albany, NY

I} IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. IF DISTRICT, GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO.

Copy of early 20th century photograph of the Spring House showing the
three story porch on the front (north) facade.
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NAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
The Spring House

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN y —VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
Pittsford Monroe New York

[E] MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE [J,S.G.S. 7.5 minute series - Mendon Ponds Quadrangle

SCALE 1:24,000 DATE 1952 photo revised 1969
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES
2. NORTH ARROW
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NAME
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The Spring House

LOCATION

CITY, TOWN 4 —_VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE
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[E] MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE  Holmes Hutchinson Map of Erie Canal

SCALE DATE
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Name Location
Spring House Pittsford
Honroe County
Asheroft Geneva
Ontario County

Also Notified :
Hon, Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. James L. Buckley Mr. Orin Iehman
Hon. Frank Hoxrton Commissioner, Parks and Recreation
Hon, William ¥, Walsh Agency Building #1
Empire State Plasza
Regional Director, North Atlansic Albany, New York 12238
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