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|7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
[} Excellent X] Good [ Fair [C] Deteriorated (] Ruins [C] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)

[X Altered [C] Unaltered ] Moved () Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

The Henderson Place Historic District consists of a varied
but completely homogeneous group of small town houses designed
and built all at one time and retaining today much of the character
of the eighteen-eighties. The District comprises the east side pf
Henderson Place itself, the north side of East Eighty-sixth Street
from Henderson Place to East End Avenue, the entire East End Avenue
blockfront between Eighty-sixth and Eighty-seventh Streets, and the
south side of East Eighty-seventh Street extending some ninety-two
feet from the East End Avenue corner. In this compact area, ldss
than half an acre in extent, 24 of the original 32 dwellings halve
been preserved with remarkably little exterior alteration.

The eight original houses which are missing were once localted
on the west side of Henderson Place, facing those which remain. ¢
It was an exceptionally attractive little dead-end street of houg@s
designed in a uniform style of architecture. The eight houses fhawe
been replaced by a multi-storied apartment house that now over-
shadows its neighbors so completely that they appear even more | —
diminutive than they really are. Two of the remaining houses hav&
been combined, and three other houses have also been joined inside
so that actually there are only twenty-one dwelling units in thie o
District. Otherwise most of the houses generally retain their

P
appearance as built. -
Six houses, numbers 6 to 16, are located on the east side | O
of Henderson Place. Three have their entrances facing East -
Eighty-sixth Street, numbers 549 to 553. Eight have their entrjanees
facing East End Avenue, Street numbers 552 to 558. o

The total effect 'is that of a homogeneous group of indiviju%i
houses, two stories high above basements, with the third stories
consisting generally of dormer windows set in steeply sloping sllate
roofs., The tops of the dormers are carried back as flat roofs
to meet vertical rear walls. The front walls are of smooth-faced red
brick and are carried up for two full stories and include paraﬂgts,
gables and pediments. The basement walls are of rock-faced sandstone,
laid up in random ashlar and carried up to first-floor window sill
level, a novel feature in its day.

Many of the houses are set back from the sidewalk to provide space
for basement areaways or front yards which in many cases are made
attractive with hedges and shrubs. Low stone walls separate tqgse
yards from the sidewalk and provide an attractive base for the jplanting.

The steep roofs of the houses are generally covered with scallop-
edged dark gray slate and the dormer windows are of wood. The windows
throughout are generally double-hung and have the upper sash divided
into many small square panes of glass, while the lower sash consists
of one large pane of plate glass. Tall chimneys of brick, serving
the many interior fireplaces, manifest themselves in profusion [above

d occasionally on the exterior walls.
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] Art Architecture [C] Social/Human-

[ Commerce [J Literature itarian

D Communications D Military [j Theater

[C] Conservation [ Music [] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built in the 1800's, Henderson Place Historic District is
residential area notable for the quality of its architecture. t
consists of twenty-one contiguous dwellings facing four different
streets, remarkable for the uniform effect they produce with regard
to materials, height and color. They have a picturesque qualit
made interesting through minor variations of design and they display
unusual charm and dignity for houses which were built for "persons
of moderate means". Throughout its continuous residential use the
district has provided homes for many distinguished New Yorkers,
representing a wide range of occupations and professions.

Henderson Place is situated on land which, during the Eighteenth
Century, was part of the farm of William Waldron. When Waldron |died
in the second half of the century, the land was divided and sold to
various landholders. The block where Henderson Place is located to-
day was purchased by John Jacob Astor and Archibald Gracie who later
sold it to Joseph Foulke. In the eighteen-fifties, a part of these
properties was acquired by John C. Henderson, who in 1881 started to
build thereon houses for "persons of moderate means".

The group of contiguous dwellings-®constituting the Henderson
Place Historic District exhibit the characteristics of the Elizabe-
than manor house combined with Flemish and classic detail. The
style was developed in England between the years 1870 and 1910
principally by Norman Shaw, a scholarly architect who wished to
evolve a comfortable and romantic domestic style.

It was a very personal style and depended largely on individual
taste. Because it has such quaint and picturesque qualities, full
freedom was permitted in the juxtaposition of otherwise dispara
elements. This appealed to people who were looking for somethi
both fanciful and novel. John C.-Henderson was one of these.
1880 he selected the architectural firm of Lamb & Rich (Charles |
Rich, 1855-1943 and Hugo Lamb, 1848-1903) to design this intimat
group of residences. The project was virtually completed by 188§

NOD P BSQ 0

At one time or another, such well known personages as the
Duchesse de Richelieu, Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne have owned |or
occupied houses in the district.
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View of east side of Henderson Place looking north from
East 86th Street.

INT: 154-72
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HENDERSON PLACE
HISTORIC DISTRICT

MANHATTAN

EAST 87th ST.

EAST END AVE.

YORK AVE
‘HENDE%DN PLI

CARL SHURZ PARK

EAST 8eth ST.

scale: 1" = 160"

Numbers show buildings inside boundary of district
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Blidg. South Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Information 518 474-0456
Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
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September 24, 1973 & ggp 27 ¥R T

—\  NATIONAL /B
Dr. William Murtagh ¥\ REGISTER /
Keeper of the National Register ) Y
National Park Service

Washington, D.C. 20240

/

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Historic Preservation Officer, I an forwarding
the enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places:

Henderson Place Historic District, New York, New York, New York
County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria out-
lined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency,
would welcome the opportunity to ciscuss this submission with
your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDR ICH
State Historic Preservation
Offycer

B; 2

F. L. RATH, JR.
Deputy Commissioner
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Date Entered JUN 20 1974

Name Location

Henderson Place Terrace Hew York
New York County

Also Notified
State Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Alexander Aldrich
Hon. Jamee L. Buckisy ol
Hon. Johm M. Murphy Parks and Recreation
Regional Director, North Room 303, South Swan St. Pldg.
Atlantic Region Albany, New York 12223
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