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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ar

The 1924 Cortland County Courthouse is a three story building constructe
of smooth cut Indiana limestone. Located within a three acre park, the cupol
highlighted structure is heavily influenced by Beaux Arts Classicism.

™

In the shape of a Latin cross, the building has a three bay wide front
on the north facade. Above the entrance way including the second and third
stories is a balcony with Doric colums --single colums at each end and two
interior pairs of columns. Similarly, engaged colums interrupt the window
treatment of the second and third floors on the east and west elevations.

A low profile hip roof covers the structure. The original slate was re-
placed with asphalt shingles in 1969. The roof cornice isttopped with a para
pet also of Indiana limestone.

The outstanding architectural feature of the structure is its cupola, whi
rests on a balustraded octagonal base above which are twenty-four Corinthian
colums. Next, the modillions of the building's cornice are repeated in prop
scale. Over the top of the order is a four inch concrete dome, overlaid with
copper and sixteen inch steel arc beams that meet at a circular opening in th
top. Above the drum is an Ionic columed finial on which stands the statue
of justice.
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is a rotunda towering to the dome. Columned balconies on the second and third
floors overlook the rotunda; the dome's interoir has a coffered ceiling of
plaster with a stained glass skylight covering the central opening. Marble
waincoting is found throughout the building.

and a roof is directly in front of the main entrance on the north facade.
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The dome is also the central feature of the interior. Inside the building

A one story circular limestone war monument, constructed of eight columns
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cortland County Courthouse designed by the noted architect James
Riley Gordon is significant at the local level as public architecture in-
fluenced by the design of the National Capit@l. It is the third of the
County's courthouses.

Location for the courthouse, the site of the old Normal School, was
largely based on the locations of its two predessors. All three structures
were erected on or adjacent to West Court Street, within approximately two
and one half blocks of each other, and near the geographic center of the
City of Cortland.

The third courthouse resulted from a desire to consolidate under one
roof the scattered public offices. Many groups had stressed this need, in-
cluding such organizations as the Bar Association. Finally when the old
Normal School burned several members of the Board of Supervisors thought the
ideal site was now available and voted to purchase it from the State for
$4,750. When it opened in 1924 the Courthouse contained all of the County's
offices, a situation no longer true.

In 1922, when the Supervisors voted to construct the new building they
hired James Riley Gordon, an architect with a reputation for designing fine
public buildings. Gordon had left San Antonio in 1904 to join the New York
firm of Tracy and Swartwout. Seven years later he formed his own firm. As
a designer of courthouses, said to number sixty-nine, Gordon was noted for
such structures as the first Unit of the Lee County building in San Antonia,
Texas and the Bergen County Courthouse in Hackensack.

The Courthouse's significant_architectural feature is its cupola and
corresponding interior rotunda. Its imitation of the U.S. Capit@l reflects

both the grandeur in public buildings of the perio the desire to copy
a national model am the local level. 4 -
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GRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Cortland County Historical Society.

Cortland County Board of Supervisors.

Bulletip Vol. No. 8 (August, 1947).
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NAME AND TITLE

Steven S. Levy
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ORGANIZATION DATE

Division for Historic Preservation January, 1974
STREET AND NUMBER:

South Swan Street Building
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

State []

42

Local

K]

National

Name

State Historic
Title Preservation Officer

Date
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1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Director, Office of Archéology and Historic Preservation

o
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1973-729-147/1442 3-|

336

SNOITLONJYJLSNI



PROPERTYCl‘td@ﬂj(/ @«Z; Coiad A oie , BTME T2 7%

workING NoeEr. S 3. 7Y ¢ f g

TECH REVIEW Soios 3 CO
o v | 7400l22Y
CONTROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORTAN

ARCHEOLOGIST

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER %_
‘4
m/\
varid
National Register Write-up /[/7(/ Send-back .
Federal Register entry |2 / 3/ L Re-submit =
/- / ¥

Entered 0CT 9 1974 e

INT: 1538=73



WRITE-UP COMMENT
SHEET
(leave attached to nomination)

PROPERTYM&(/M W«w e

If there are comments (negaé:ve or positive) which will affect
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STYLE OR CULTURE:
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg. South Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Information 518 474-0456
Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner

April-30, 1974

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Historic Preservation Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic Places.

Cortland County Courthouse, Courthouse Park, Cortland, New York
Cortland County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Committee on Registers in accordance with the criteria outlined
in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic Preser-
vation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would wel-
come the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH
State Historic Preservation

of
A S
S <zl

F. L. Rath, Jr.
Deputy Commissioner



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK

Date Entered ocT ¢ »Hu
Name Location
Cold Brook Feed Mill Town of Russia
Herkimer County
! Cortland County Courthouse Cortland
Ry Cortland County
Federal Building and Post Office New York (Brooklyn)

Kings County

United States Customs House Ogdensburg
St. Lawrence County

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
Hon. James L. Buckley Mr, Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
Hon. Donald J. Mitchell Parks and Recreation

Hon, James M. Hanley Room 303, South Swan Street Building
Hon, John J. Rooney Albany, New York 12223

Hon. Robert C. McEwen

Mr. Steven Ruttenbaum, GSA

Regional Director, North
Atlantic Region
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