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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Approximately 25 houses with farm buildings and a number of 
related archeological sites are clustered in the Onesquethaw 
Creek valley about 10 miles south of the city of Albany. The 
district is 3,400 acres mostly in the town of New Scotland but 
with small portions overlapping into the neighboring towns of 
Bethlehem and Coeymans. The boundaries of the historic district 
are s^ped by geological features, land use and common historica 
association. Much of the district is open, especially the flat 
lands along the creek which are still extensively farmed. Two 
important wooded areas are the Douglas Arboretum on the south 
side of Onesquethaw Creek Road and lands surrounding Hollyhock 
Hollow Farm on Rarick Road.

The irregularly shaped district takes in part of the valley 
of the Onesquethaw Creek, a tributary of Coeymans Creek, and in­
cludes the following buildings and sites;

Route 32 Cfrom east to west)
1. Old Joslyn House—north side at Route 32 about 1^/A rail 

southwest of Feura Bush, 3 story brick house painted 
white with polychrome slate mansard roof, 2 story 
rear section. Farm building opposite house on south 
side of road.

2. C.'^Winne Farmhouse—north side of Route 32 about 2 
miles southwest of Feura Bush, 1 1/2 story stone hou^ 
with brick lintels, 5 bays wide on front (south) 
facade, centered doorway. Barn on east side of hous^ 
House appears on 1767 map.

3. LaGrange Fairmhouse—off Route 32 about 1/4 mile north 
on LaGrange Lane. 1 1/2 story stone house, centered 
doorway; house shows on site in 1719 map as house of 
Dirick Haggedom > Barns and a modern farmhouse on 
north side of the drive.

4. "Willow Brook"—northwest corner of Route 32 and La­
Grange Lane. 2 story, L-shaped Greek Revival house, 
shows on 1828 map. Ruinous stone smoke house on propf- 
erty. '■ ....‘

5.
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Paul Winne..Farrahouse-o£f Route 32, 1/2 mile south on Winne Lane. 
1 /2 sto:^ stone house, 5 bays wide 'on front (east) facade, 
§uiilingsf°°^^^‘ prior to l'767,and surrounded by 'arm

6. Site of house-northwest of Route 
Creek—shows on 1785 map.

32 on the Onesquethaw

7. Slingerland-Parks House—south side of Route 32. 5/8 
mile southwest of LaGrange Lane intersection. Brick 

___ and stone 1 1/2 story house with -Framfi, 1 story Or
See continuation sheet
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Revival wing attached to the east facade. North and 
south walls are brick with fleur-de-lis tie beams. 
Steeply pitched roof. Shows on 1719 map as house of 
Cornelius Slingerlant. Barns and barn foundations 
to the southwest.

8. Gregory House—south side of Route 32 at the Flat 
Rock Road intersection. 1 1/2 story Greek Revival 
house with one story wing. Pilastered front facade 
three bays wide witlv off-centered doorway.

9. Grist mill site—southwest of Gregory House on branch 
of the creek. Mill shows on 1785 map.

Onesquethaw Creek Road (east to west)
1. Stanton House—north side of ro-ad/ J;' l/‘2,, milss. south 

west of Feura Bush. 2 story house with 1 1/2 story 
wing on east side. 5 bays wide on front facade, cen­
tered doorway, flat roof. Built in 1868.

2. Cemetery on hillock beside stream behind the Stantor 
House—approximately 25 irregularly shaped grave 
stones.

3. Onesquethaw Valley Farm—on northwest corner of 
Dryden Lane and Onesquethaw Creek Road, small 1 1/2 
story Greek Revival house on stone foundation with 
later 19th and 20th century additions. Site of stor 
building which is said to have been a wash house to 
the rear of house. Other outbuildings include barns 
on opposite side of road.

4. Appel-Dryden Farmhouse—1/4 mile north on Dryden 
Lane. 1 1/2 story stone house with rear frame wing. 
Smoke house and other stone and frame outbuildings. 
Shows on 1719 map as house of John Appel.

5. Nisquethaw Farm (Van Sante-Jordan)—south side of 
road, 1/16 mile .west' of; Creek, > 2.1/2 story stone 
house on high stone basement with bars on basement 
windows. 5 bays wide with centered doorway, brick 
lintels. One large open room on top floor. House 
shows on 1767 map. Stone smoke house to rear and 
partially stripped Dutch barn set back from road. 
Attached stone garage and shed,later additions.

6. Prehistoric Indian site on Onesquethaw Creek, oppo 
site Nisquethaw Farm.

__________________ See continuation gheet__________________________
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7. Douglas Arboretum—7 1/2 acres of woodland, contain 
ing wide range of native trees, ferns, and wild 
flowers including arbutus. Mid-twentieth century 
house. Located 1/2 mile west of creek.

Route 301 (north to south)
1. Leonard Farmhouse—off Route 301 in secluded locatio 

at the end of Leonards Road. Present 1 1/2 story hou 
with abestos siding is replacement for earlier one 
burned around 1900. Cluster of farm buildings to 
south and east.

Farm cluster—off Route 301 to the west, 3/8 mile 
northwest of Rowe Road intersection surrounded by 
cornfields. 1 1/2 story clapboard farmhouse and 
assorted barns and a second, more recent farmhouse 
to the west.

3. 2 1/2 story frame house at northwest corner of inter 
section of Rowe Road and Route 301 in town of Coey- 
mans. Siding added.

4. Site of stone sheep close--intersection of Rowe Roac 
and Route 301 in town of Coeymans.

5, Bradt-Slingerland House on Biers Road, 1/8 mile sout 
of Copeland Hill Road in town of Coeymans. 1 1/2 
story stone house, c. 1760, 5 bays wide on front 
(east) facade, centered doorway with sidelights. One 
story rear wing. Dutch barn north of house in good 
condition.

6. Manhattan Hook Farm—North side of Route 301, 3/8 mdjle 
southeast of Rowe Road. 2 story farmhouse in ruinous 
condition. Front (south) facade is stone covered wit 
plaster, other facades clapboard. House shows on 
this site on 1767 map.

Rarick Road (in town of Bethlehem)
1. Hollyhock Hollow Farm—north side of Rarick Road, 3/ 

mile northwest of Spawn Hollow. 1 1/2 story,three 
bay wide clapboard house with later twentieth centur 
stone and frame additions.

2. Saw mill site on creek near Hollyhock Hollow Farm. 

See continuation sheet
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owe Road (north to south)
1. Van der Zee-Nyquist Farm—west side of Rowe Road 

1/4 mile north of the creek. 2 story stone house 
said to be built between 1750 and 1760 but possibly 
earlier as a house shows on the site on the 1719 
map.as home of Wouter Van der Zee. Later frame 
additions to the house. Farm complex to the south.

2. Chittendale Farm—west side of Rowe Road, 1/4 mile 
south of the creek. 3 story frame house with poly­
chrome mansard roof and fanciful dormers.

3. Old Elmendorf House—east side of Rowe Road, 3/8 
mile south of creek. 2 story frame Greek Revival 
house with 1 1/2 story wing. Notable recessed door­
way with sidelights and transom. Bracketted cornic4-

4. Old Rowe Homestead, 3/4 mile southwest of creek, noith 
side of Rowe Road. 2 story frame house with four 
pilasters on the front facade, dentilled cornice,
1 1/2 story wing with porch.

5. Colliton House—south side of Rowe Road. 2 story,
19th century, frame house said to have been built 
on site of earlier stone house. 5 bays wide on 
front (north) facade with centered entrance and 
bracketted porch. Bay window on west facade.

6. Dawson House—south side of Rowe Road, 1 3/8 miles 
southwest of creek. 1 1/2 story frame house with 1 
story wing. Late 18th or early 19th century.

A thorough archeological survey of the district has not been 
made, and_undoubtedly numerous additional sites, both historic and 
prehistoric, lie along the creek.

The only additional structures in the district include a tra 
at the north end of Onesquethaw Creek Road, a gas station, and mod 
house facing each other on Route 32 at the Flat Rock Road inter­
section. Two other modern houses are on the west side of LaGrange 
Lane and several more on the south side of Route 301 near the Rowe 
Road intersection.

The district's eight eighteenth century stone houses within 
such close proximity are worthy of special architectural note. 
These remarkably preserved stone houses are oriented more toward 
the course of the creek than to the existing road pattern. Many

See continuation ________________________
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are sited on secluded private lanes and almost all of them face 
the creek which runs generally east and west. Five of the eight 
(both the Winne Farmhouses, the LaGrange House, the Bradt-Slinger- 
land House and the Appel-Dryden House) have similar general charac­
teristics and proportions: 1 1/2 stories, 5 bays wide on front 
facade, centered doorway usually with a later front porch, and twc 
inside end chimneys. Some have brick lintels, and the side facades 
tend to be two bays wide. The Slingerland-Parks House on Route 32 
stands in an architectural category of its own with its two brick 
walls and steeply pitched roof which is reminiscent of Dutch urbar 
architecture. The Van der Zee-Nyquist Farm and Nisquethaw Farm 
are both two full storiesr and although like the others they are 
five bays wide, these two are more generously proportioned and 
have a special grandeur. Their wider doorways have similar side

and their front facades show a less crowded spacing of win­
dows, two general indications of larger interior dimensions than 
their 1 1/2 story counterparts.

DEC 12 1973
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An historic alluvial valley south, of Albany, first knovm 
to be inhabited by Indians^, the Onesquethavr Valley District 
contains the archeological and architectural evidence of a self- 
contained agricultural community in a prime state of preserva­
tion. The district today, still farmed and dotted with early 
stone houses is a highly valued visual document of eighteenth 
century settlement, social structure^ and land use.

The Onesquethaw Creek, as a major branch of Coeymans Creek, 
was significant during the colonial period as a valuable agri­
cultural area as well as a strategic trade route leading inland 
from the Hudson River northwest toward Indians living in the 
Mohawk Valley. The creek provided easy access to the upper 
waters of the Normans Kill thereby bypassing the trading and 
farming families located in Van Baal^s Patent and in other 
areas along the lower Normans Kill.

In 1672 and 1673, Governor Francis Lorelace had granted 
separate patents strategically located for trade in the lower 
Normans Kill and in the lower Coeymans Creek. In March 1685, 
Teunis Slingerlandt, a trader from Beverwyck (now Albany) and 
his son-in-law Johannes Appel purchased this important tract of 
fertile land on the Onesquethaw above the Coeymans Patent from 
eight Mohawk Indians who were authorized to sell it. This 300 
acre patent was confirmed and granted to Slingerlandt and Appel 
by Governor Thomas Dongan on May 13, 1685. It was described as 

...being on the North side of a Certaine Creek 
Called Onitsquothaa to the Westward of Albany 
being behinde the Normans Creek about Sixteene 
Miles into the woods which said land Consists 
in two fflatts or Plaines...Separated with a 
Small,Kill or Creek that Comes out of a Swamp 
and Runs into the Great Kill called Onitsquotha... 
With four other small fflatts or Plaines lyeing 
Northward from said small Creek that comes out 
of the Swamp and the Greak Creek called Onitsquotha"

Two years later on August 29, 1687, Teunis Slingerlandt 
deeded to his sons Arent and Albert half of the two flats in the

See continuation sheet_________________
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Onisquotha Patent. The other half of the patent undoubtably re­
mained in the hands of Teunis with his partner and son-in-law 
Johannes Appel.

Almost immediately a dispute arose over conflicting claims 
for the Onesquethaw Patent. Apparently in the same year as he con 
firmed the Slingerlandt-Appel purchase of the land. Governor 
Dcsigan also granted the patent to the Manor of Rens selaerwyck. 
Finally in 1719 Johannes Appel had Nicholas Schuyler survey the 
Onesquethaw lands confirming the legitimacy of his family claims. 
Schuyler's very crude map shows four houses arranged along the 
creek labelled with the following namesr Cornelius Slingerlant 
(appears to be now the Parks House on Route 32), Dirick Haggedorn 
(thought to be the LaGrange Farmhouse on LaGrange Road), John 
Appel (probably the present Dryden House on Dryden Lane) and 
Wouter Van der Zee (in approximate location of the present Nyquis-; 
farm on Rowe Road).

Other maps made in the 1750's, 1760's, and 1770's show a 
distinct settlement of houses called "Niscotha" clustered in the 
creek valley. The Winne and Bradt family names show up at this 
time and the Lagransies (later LaGrange) appear to own the house 
earlier associated with Dirick Haggedorn. By 1767 an Albany 
merchant named Gerrit Van Sante had built a large two and one hal;: 
story house in the center of the valley (now Nisquethaw Farm).
Van Sante joined other Onesquethaw residents, Albert and Teunis 
Slingerlandt and Harmon Vanderzee in operating a saw and grist 
mill near the Slingerlandt House on the present Route 32.

Throughout the Revolutionary War the Onesquethaw Valley was 
a hotbed of Tory sympathy. In June 1778, the house of Albert Van 
der Zee was the stopping place of a Tory messenger carrying dis­
patches from New York as he passed through the area. In July, 
Captain John Ryley was sent with a party of rangers to ferret out 
Tories at Onesquethaw. Albert Van der Zee, together with Gerrit 
Van Sante, Philip Spawn and others from Onesquethaw were under 
orders to appear before the Commissioners for conspiracies during 
this period. Eventually a number of Onesquethaw farmers were 
arrested thus damp^ing the Tory spirit somewhat, but trouble 
recurred in July 1781 when a band of Loyalists stopped at "the 
house of Adrian Bradt at Niscuthaw" after having robbed a certain 
Peter Van Slyck. Consequently Adrian Bradt s enior and junior 
and Frederick Miller all of Onesquethaw were arrested.

Despite his many Tory relatives and neighbors Teunis Slinger'
1ant .chose to support the Revolutionary cause, and in April 1778 
he was appointed First Lieutenant of Captain David Hogheling's 
company in Colonel Henry Quackenbush's regiment of Albany County
mil it~-i PI -______________________________________________ ______________
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Throughout the nineteenth century several mills continued to 
operate along the creek,but farming was still the main occupation 
in the valley. Fifteen to twenty Greek Revival and Victorian 
farmhouses attest to tie growth of the area as well as some sub­
division of the original huge holdings, but the valley never be­
came crowded and many of the old Onesquethaw families stayed on. 
Today surviving branches of the LaGrange, Winne and Slingerland 
families still farm the Onesquethaw Valley flats forming a re­
markable historical link with their eighteenth century ancestors.

^Prehistoric Indian artifacts have been found on the one site 
along the Creek. This site is located on map published by the 
State Archeologist in 1930's.
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REQUIREMENTS: PRGEER.TV BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW;

^ ffEKIVED^'
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Bldg. South Mall, Albany, New York 12223 Information 518 474-0456
Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner

December 6, 1973/,^^

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

DEC 1 21973 

NATIONAL
register

As the State Historic Preservation Officer, I am forwarding 
the enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

Onesquethaw Valley Historic District, New Scotland, Bethlehem, 
and Coeymans Townships, New York, Albany County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the 
Committee on the Registers in accordance with, the criteria out­
lined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic Preser­
vation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
State Historic Preservation 

Officer

F. L. RATH, JR. 
Deputy Commissioner

ItfiilMtfiliiiliBii iii ~i
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK
Date Entered

JAN l7tS74

fv'
Name Location

The Vhltney HsuilCfa Niagara Falla 
Niagara County

Oneaquetlmw Talley Historic 
_ District

Aliumy County
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Hon. Jacob K. Javits
Hon* Jaatas L. %ickloy 
Hon. Honry ?. Smith, III 
Eon. Savuel S. Stratton

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Alexander Aldrich, Coamiasioner 
Parks and Recreation 
Kocca 303, South Swan Street Buildiag 
Albany, Saw York 12223

Director, North Atl«.tlc Region ««ott i/is/74


