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New York
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[] Agricultural [] Government ] Park ] Transportation ] Comments

] Commercial [J Industrial [C] Private Residence L Other (Specify)
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. Westchester County Historical Society 3 mlc
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JESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION L] Excellent K] Good [J Fair [[J Deteriorated (] Ruins [[] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
[X Altered [T} Unaltered [C] Moved [ﬁ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Odell House in Hartsdale is located in a residential
area. It is surrounded by locust trees with a wooded area to
the north.

A composite structure with varying roof heights, the house
consists of a one and one-half story central portion erected in
1732, with wings on the east and west sides. The east wing was
constructed in 1765 as a one and one-half story structure, and
was raised to a full two stories in 1785. The two story stone
west wing was built between 1853-55. A leanto addition, rebuilf
about 1900, is on the northeast end of the house.

The central and east portions of Odell House, on fieldstone
foundations, are of wood frame construction covered with cedar
shingles. The western wing is constructed of coursed local
fieldstone. Shingles cover the gable roofs. The pitch of the
roof on the eastern wing is steeper on the south (front) side
than on the north.

The house has one inside end chimney on the east. An
additional, later chimney was removed from the original portion
of the building. A dormer, added in 1850 over the eaves of the
earliest part of the house was taken off in 1970.

Especially notable on the exterior of Odell House are
three divided Dutch doors, two on the front (south) facade and
one on the north.

The original house had two rooms with an attic, used for
grain storage. Walls are filled with mud and straw. In the

east portion a central hall was developed in 1780 to accommodate

the addition of a second floor.

In the interior, Odell House features corner fireplaces in
the first and second story southeast rooms in the east wing.
Except where modern material has replaced the original, the
flooring consists of random width red pine boards. All walls
are covered with plaster, and, in some areas, the plaster is
laid directly on the original wattle and daub. Doors of early
eighteenth century design consist of one two-panel door and one

four-panel door. Late eighteenth century doors are of six panel

design. Mantels, moldings and other trim features ar S
original fabric. Some original hardware is notable Al Iy
the Dutch-type strap hinges, which are prevalent. X
entrance has a combined latch and door knocker. /

Odell House is of interest because so much of—
fabric has remained intact. It is presently being_-redVoOHEAAL
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE \Oa/

The significance of Odell House lies in its associations
with the early white settlement of Hartsdale, in its use as a
Headquarters by Count de Rochambeau during 1781 and as an early
18th century farmhouse that has undergone few changes.

John Tompkins of Eastchester built the central portion of
Odell House in 1732, and lived there until 1760 when he built
another house to the northeast. The home was established as a
tenant farmstead of Philipsburg Manor, one of the largest and
richest manors of its time.

Gilbert Bates occupied the farm from 1760 to 1785, when
Col. John Odell purchased the property. A local hero, Odell is
known for having served as Lieutenant in the Westchester Guides
during the Revolution, and for having been a member of a family
established in Westchester by 1662. The house remained in the
Odell family until 1965, when Elizabeth Odell deeded the buildiq
to the New York Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution.
This early farmhouse is of architectural interest today because
of the large percentage of its 18th century fabric that has
remained intact.

Odell farm is particularly well-known as the Headquarters
of Count de Rochambeau and campsite for the French expeditionary
forces under his command between July 6-August 18, 1781. Here,
Washington and Rochambeau forged the American and French alliang
and agreed to put the Southern Plan into effect.

At a time when the Continental Army was on the verge of
bankruptcy, Washington gratefully accepted Rochambeau's offer of
one half of the French treasury, hoping to be able to keep the
American troops together. Knowing that the aid of DeGrasse's
fleet was available to them, Rochambeau and Washington together
planned action against Cornwallis in Yorktown, and the combined
armies degarted Odell House on August 18, 1781 to begin the
long march south.

SEE . CONTINUATION SHEET
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Lenore M. Rennenkampf, Research Assistant

ORGANIZATION DATE

New York State Division for Historic Preservation [February 197

STREET AND NUMBER:

Parks and Recreation, South Swan Street Building, Core 1

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

Albany } New York : 036
ISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION  NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION .

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been ) -
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set ml

forth by the Nati 1 Park Service. The rec ended 9
* v e b = S Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisforic Preservation

e /125

/ : - - ATTEST:

ritie State Liaison Officer /?CCJAZ%@/
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Odell House is presently under process of restoration. The
original building with its additions will continue to be repre-
sentative of the general period of the Revolution and the post-
Revolutionary years, and will not be restored to one point in
time.
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NEW YORK STATE ¥ PARKS & RECREATION +  South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner

March 5, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
Department of the Interior
National Park Service

18th § C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places:

Odell House, Greenburgh, Westchester Co.
425 Ridge Road

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved
by the Committee on the Registers in accordance with the
criteria outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide,

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency,
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission
with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH
State Liaison Officer

/
F. L. Rath, ;
Deputy Commissioner
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23rD D|s1;mc1'. NEW YORK 1133 LoNGWORTH OFFICE BUILDING

WasHINGTON, D.C. 20515
COMMITTEES: PHONE: (202) 225-5536

EDUCATION AND LABOR @ungresg nf tb e mniteh gtateg YONKERS GENERAL PoST OFFICE

NEW YORK STATE CONGRESSIONAL Roowm 209A
’ YONKERS, NEw YorK 10701
. House of Representatives e N S,
Washington, B.C. 20515 s deg o o B

PHoNE: (212) 324-3387

March 19, 1973

Mr. urtagh

Kee of the National Register

National Trust for Historical Preservation
U. S. Department of Interior

National Park Service

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

You are in receipt of an application from the New
York State Parks and Recreation Department for nomination
of the Odell House in Hartsdale (Greenburgh), New York
to the National Register.

The Odel | -Rochambeau House is under the direction and
ownership of the New York Chapter, Inc., Sons of the American
Revolution. This house was the meeting place which made
possible the joint planning of two military geniuses,
Washington and Rochambeau.

Your favorable consideration of this application would
be appreciated. | would be pleased to meet with you if you
wish to insure that all necessaryyrequirements are met.

Sincefely, o
e S
/¢P 7

V‘V Peter A. Peyser
/ Member of Longress
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Maxrch 26, 1973

Homorable Peter A. Peyser
House of

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Peyser:

We are pleased to acknowledge your inguiry

the nomination of the Odell House in Hartsdale, New
York, to the Hatiomal Register of Historic Places.

We appreciate yowr interest in this matter and will
provide you a reply at our earliest opportumity.

Sincerely yours,

10s (2)) w/incoming
FNP:CRBraxton: crb: 3-26-73
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Date Entered

Name Location
Odell House Greenburgh
Westchester County
ob avit .Mso Motified Mr. Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
E 5 am ey Parks and Recreation
Hon. Petor Ao m Room 303
South Swan Street Building
Director, Northeast Region Albany, New York 12223
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Thank you for your letter concerning the nominetion of the

of Historic Places,
We are pleased to advise you that mﬁmm
in the Hational Register on MHarch ~#nclosed brochure

Robert M. Utley

Dirvector (ffice of Archeology
and Historic Pres atio

Enclosure

ecs

Mr, Alexander Aldrich

Commissioner, Parks and Recreation
Room 303, South Swan Street Building
Albany, New York 12223 ) w/c of inec.

Director-NERegion )
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