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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
h. name

STATE:

Npw YotV
COUNTY:

We<; Trhe<; ter
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

Odell House w.
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Rochambeau Headquarters
teoi/EU

2. LOCATION ■m
STREET AND NUMBER: NAT/OlVAf

425 Ridge Road (Hartsdale) REGH^tcd
CITY OR TOWN:

Greenburgh
STATE CODE COUNTY: 1 1 CODE

New York 036 Westchester 119
3. CLASSIFICATION
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

□ District Building

□ Site □ Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
QC Private

□ Both

Pubiic Acquisition:

□ In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

I I Occupied 
r~l Unoccupied

Preservation work 
In progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

I I Restricted 
^ Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE rChec/c One or Afore as Appropriate;

I I Agricultural 
I 1 Commerciol 
I I Educational 
[ 1 Entertainment

I } Government 
I 1 Industrial 
I I Military 
[ I Museum

□ Park

( I Privote Residence 
I I Religious

□ Scientific

n Transportation 
^^gOther ('Specify;

I I Comments

Being restored
[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

lOWNER-S NAME:

5

New York Chapted Inc. Sons of the American Revolution
STREET AND NUMBER:

4 West 43rd Street
CITY OR TOWN:

________ New York
.OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Nqw York

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Westchester County Court Hnu«^e

CITY OR TOWN:

White Plains
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

New York 036

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Westchester County Historical Sori ety--Rm'1 H i ngg .qn-rvF>y
DATE OF SUR VEY: 1 Q f1 » c H Federal □ sTate ^ County gH

1 1 Local
DEPOSITORY. FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER

We<;trbe<;ter rniinty H-jct^rical Sori ety

CITY OR TOWN:
42 Read Avenue, Crestwond

Tuckahne New York
23rd District
Rep. Peter A. Peyser
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(7, DESCRIPTION ~~

CONDITION

(Check One)
□ Excellent ® Good □ Fair Q Deteriorated ( 1 Ruins n Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
3 Altered □ Unaltered n Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Odell House in Hartsdale is located in a residential 
area. It is surrounded by locust trees with a wooded area to 
the north.

A composite structure with varying roof heights, the house 
consists of a one and one-half story central portion erected in 
1732, with wings on the east and west sides. The east wing was 
constructed in 1765 as a one and one-half story structure, and 
was raised to a full two stories in 1785. The two story stone 
west wing was built between 1853-55. A leanto addition, rebuilt 
about 1900, is on the northeast end of the house.

The central and east portions of Odell House, on fieldstone 
foundations, are of wood frame construction covered with cedar 
shingles. The western wing is constructed of coursed local 
fieldstone. Shingles cover the gable roofs. The pitch of the 
roof on the eastern wing is steeper on the south (front) side 
than on the north.

The house has one inside end chimney on the east. An 
additional, later chimney was removed from the original portion 
of the building. A dormer, added in 1850 over the eaves of the 
earliest part of the house was taken off in 1970.

Especially notable on the exterior of Odell House are 
three divided Dutch doors, two on the front (south) facade and 
one on the north.

The original house had two rooms with an attic, used for 
grain storage. Walls are filled with mud and straw. In the 
east portion a central hall was developed in 1780 to accommodate 
the addition of a second floor.

In the interior, Odell House features corner fireplaces in 
the first and second story southeast rooms in the east wing. 
Except where modern material has replaced the original, the 
flooring consists of random width red pine boards. All walls 
are covered with plaster, and, in some areas, the plaster is 
laid directly on the original wattle arid daub. Doors of early 
eighteenth century design consist of one two-panel door and one 
four-panel door. Late eighteenth century doors are of six pane 
design. Mantels, moldings and other trim features ar^<arirjlpy>v^^ 
original fabric. Some original hardware is not able 
the Dutch-type strap hinges, which are prevalent 
entrance has a combined latch and door knocker

Odell House is of interest because so much oQits early fabric has remained intact. It is presently bein|^e^'i'^"0@fMALm REGISTER /
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian I □ 16th Century

I I 15th Century CH 17th Century

3^' 18th Century 
iXi 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (-/fAppHcebte andKnorvnj 1732 . 1765. 1785 . 1 8 5 5 --S 5
AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 
I I Prehistoric 
l~l Historic 

I I Agriculture 
[25 Architecture 
□ Art 
n Commerce 
I I Communications 
I I Conservotion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

□
□
□
□
□

Educoti on 
Engineering 
Industry 
Invention 
Landscape 

Architecture 
Literature

1 1 Urban Planning
(Specify)

□
j^^Military 
I I Music

Political

Keligion/Phi.

losophy

Sculpture

Social/HumarifMM

itarian

MAIlCWAiTheoter

IVI I T ronsportation\<^

The significance of Odell House lies in its^^ociations 
with the early white settlement of Hartsdale, in its use as a 
Headquarters by Count de Rochambeau during 1781 and as an early 
18th century farmhouse that has undergone few changes.

John Tompkins of Eastchester built the central portion of 
Odell House in 1732, and lived there until 1760 when he built 
another house to the northeast. The home was established as a 
tenant farmstead of Philipsburg Manor, one of the largest and 
richest manors of its time.

Gilbert Bates occupied the farm from 1760 to 1785, when 
Col. John Odell purchased the property. A local hero, Odell is 
known for having served as Lieutenant in the Westchester Guides 
during the Revolution, and for having been a member of a family 
established in Westchester by 1662. The house remained in the 
Odell family until 1965, when Elizabeth Odell deeded the building 
to the New York Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution. 
This early farmhouse is of architectural interest today because 
of the large percentage of its 18th century fabric that has 
remained intact.

Odell farm is particularly well-known as the Headquarters 
of Count de Rochambeau and campsite for the French expeditionary 
forces under his command between July 6-August 18, 1781. Here, 
Washington and Rochambeau forged the American and French allian(|:e, 
and agreed to put the Southern Plan into effect.

At a time when the Continental Army was on the verge of 
bankruptcy, Washington gratefully accepted Rochambeau's offer o:^ 
one half of the French treasury, hoping to be able to keep the 
American troops together. Knowing that the aid of DeGrasse's 
fleet was available to them, Rochambeau and Washington together 
planned action against Cornwallis in Yorktown, and the combined 
armies departed Odell House on August 18, 1781 to begin the 
long march south.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET



[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERInCES

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

I 10. GEOGRAPHtCAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 » It o ' » »

NE 6 1 m O t tt

SE O t It O 1 It

sw 0 f • O t n

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O

41 01 10

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o t M

73 49 01

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: on^ acrg
iLlST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STAT

COUNTY
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NATiCNAL-

COUNTY:

= register

fit. FORM pMparsp b^:;
NAME AND T1 TLE:

Lenore M. Rennenkampf ^ Research Assitant
ORG ANI ZATION

New York State Division for Historic Prp<;ervati nn
STREET AND NUMBER:

DATE

19 7^

Parks and Recreation, South Swan Street Bnilrling) Core 1
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTiFICA I

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National

Name

New York 0 36

Title State Liaison Officer

■Date March 5, 1975

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiytforic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

of The Ndticfibl Register
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Westchester
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER - _
kann 0 QUftR—14-&

r

(Number atl entriee)

8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)

Odell House is presently under process of restoration. The 
original building with its additions will continue to be repre­
sentative of the general period of the Revolution and the post- 
Revolutionary years, and will not be restored to one point in 
time.

^ MAR 9 1973
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Form 10-300o 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Westchester
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

MAR 8 8 13EL
(Number alt entrlee)

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

New-York Historical Society, New York City--pictures.

Westchester County Historical Society--papers and published 
material.

Odell Family Papers.

Princeton University Library--Manuscript Division--Berthier 
Paper Co.

Map Division Library of Congress --Rochambeau maps #21.

Bolton, Robert. History of Westchester County. New York: 
Alexander S. Gould, 1848.

Bonsai, Stephen. When the French Were Here. Garden City,
New York: Doubleday, Doran ^ Co., Inc., 1945.

Eberlein, Harold D., and Hubbard, Cortland. Historic Houses
of the Hudson Valley. New York Cityl Architectural 
Book Publishing Co., 1942.

History of Westchester County. Alvah P. French, 1925.

Journal of American Campagne, Journal of Alexander Berthier. 
American Friends of Lafayette, 1952.

Magazine of American History. New York: Barnes § Co.,
1880. Vol. IV.

New York, State of. Public Papers of George Clinton: First
Governor of New York. AlFany: J.B. Lyon, 1902.
Albany: (TTiver A. Qualye, 1904.

Rice, Howard C., Jr., ed. Marquis de Chastellux*s, Travels in 
North America. University of North Caroline Press, 
1963.

Stackpole, Robert J. Preside 
American Revolul " 
New York.

;ork Chapter, Sons of the 4Awesc^^43rd Street, New York,
teCQVEO'

Files of the New York St 
Albany, New Yc

e’;'Bbard-jf^r
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GPU 921.7 24













Form 10.301 
(July I960)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

I. NAME
AND/OR HISTORIC

Odell House Rochambeau Headquarters

NUMERIC CODE (Aitlgned by NPS)

■AR 2 8 1973
2. LOCATION
STATE

New York
COUNTY

Westchester Greenbureh
STREET AND NUMBER

425 Ridge Road (Hartsdale)
-/;rv3. MAP REFERENCE

I'^U.S.G.S.
7.5 minute series
WhiTp Plaint; OnaH

REOUtRCMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED, AND Mp^H

GPO 932.010





NEW YORK & RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
18th § C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

March 5, 1973

miwo

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

W/IR 9 1973

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

Odell House, Greenburgh, Westchester Co. 
425 Ridge Road

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved 
by the Committee on the Registers in accordance with the 
criteria outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic 
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission 
with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
State^JLiaison Officer

by:

F'. L. Rath, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner

/



^PETTEFiA. PEYSER 
23ro District, New York

COMMlTTEESt

EDUCATION AND LABOR

New York State Congressionai. 
Steering Commutee

Congresisi of tfie Uniteii S»tates!
of 3^epresientatiijesi 

fflfflagfiinstim, 5i.C. 20515

OFFICESt

1133 Longworth Office Building 
Washington. D.C. 20513 

Phone: (202) 225-5536

Yonkers General Post Office 
Room 209A

Yonkers, New York 10701 
Phone: (914) 423-0990

655 East 233rd Street 
Bronx, New York 10466 

Phone: (212) 324-3387

March 19, 1973

« ^
M r. u r t a g h
Kee[^P^ the National Register 
National Trust for HistoricaI Preservation 
U. S. Department of Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

You are in receipt of an application from the New 
York State Parks and Recreation Department for nomination 
of the Odell House in Hartsdale (Greenburgh), New York 
to the National Register.

The OdelI-Rochambeau House is under the direction and 
ownership of the New York Chapter, Inc., Sons of the American 
Revolution. This house was the meeting place which made 
possible the joint planning of two military geniuses, 
Washington and Rochambeau.

Your favorable consideration of this application would 
be appreciated. I would be pleased to meet with you if you
wish to insure that all necessaryrequirements are met.

Peter A. Pwser 
Member of/Congn

PAP:hf

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE mV lORK

Date Entered m 2 8 1973

Name Location

Odell House VsstelMstsr County

Also Notified

Bm. Peter A* Peyoer
Director* Northeast Region

|PHE

Nr. Alexander Aldrich, Coanissioner 
Perks and Secreati<m 
Boon 303
South Swan Street Building 
Albany, New York 12223
NHowland;lmp ^-3-73
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APR 5 1973 ■fir

Eom3setsb2j& Betea* A, E^yser 
Bouse of Repre^essU^ives 
tlasMi^toa, D.C.

Itear ate,

•>*ha«k ym for yowT letter conemiing ^e nenljaatlon of the 
OdsXI Hrmse ia fiartsdaXe, See York* to toe national Register 
of Historic Places.

pleased to adrise ycm toot tl^Odell Honse-ims entered 
Baticnal Register cm Mardi ^ ms toclosed hrochure¥e are

ia toe Baticmal Register 
describi» toe Batioosl Eegistor pregraja.

We e^reciate your interest in historic presorvation.

Sincere yoars.

Robert M. Utley

Director Office of Archeology
and Historic Presoi-vation

EheXcmure

cc;
Mr. Alexander Aldrich 
Cojaaissioner, Barks and Recreation 
Rocm 303* South Svan Street Building 
Albany, New York 12223 ) w/c of inc.
Director-HERegion )
LI
PHR )
LOS )
FNP: CShuU; crb: 4-3-73
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