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PITig >
Z‘\IIE;et in flat rich agricultural land west of Seneca Lake

were made to the vestibule as well as extensiye interior

the white clapboard Seneca Presbyterian ("Number Nine")
church is visible for miles around,

Little of the original exterior appearance of the 1838
church remains due to several major additions indicative of
the continually growing congregation throughout the nine-
teenth century. First in 1863, the building was widened to
include two galleried side aisles; ten years later the bell
tower and front vestibule were added; in 1889 further changes

decoration.

The church is rectangular in plan and has a gable roof.
The front (east) facade is fiye bays wide. Pilasters trimmed
with green articulate the slightly projecting center tower,
the two flanking front doorways, and the two tall arched
windows at either end. The central tower bay is three stages:
a single tall arched window on the ground level, a pair :
of narrow windows on the second floor, and above an open
belfry. The two front entrances have stone steps and a rose
window above each doorway. The north and south facades are
three bays wide, and on the west is a chancel bay and an
outside chimney.

A "trompe 1l'oeil'" in the reredos at the west end commands
the church interior. This fresco of a succession of arched
openings and rooms with coffered ceilings and checkered
floors, leading to a mysterious dead end has a haunting
surrealist quality to the twentieth century.eye. The
stenciled friezes on the walls are in a wide variety of patterns
and the designs on the ceiling of the Cross, Crown and Bible
are Coventar symbols.

A gallery runs along three sides of the church, and on
the north and south sides the supporting inside pillars were
the outside timbers of the 1838 church prior to its enlarge-
ment. The back gallery has a high iron railing and has
been closed off with removable twentieth century partitions
as a self contained room.

To the southwest of the church lies ‘the cemetery which
dates back to the first decade of the nineteenth century
when an earlier church stood on the site. On the north
side is a chapel or parish house which has served for years
as a meeting place not only for church functions but for other
social and community .orangizations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The forceful role of a church in a rural township
lacking nuclear villages is a nineteenth century historical
phenomenon still embodied in the Seneca Presbyterian (Number
Nine) Church of Stanley in Eastern Ontario County. This
gleaming white church, which serenely '"floats'" above surround-
ing cornfields, has provided for hundreds of farm families
(in the words of one of the present church elders) '"almost
the entire social and community interest outside their
immediate farms and homes."

The strong interrelationship between land and institution
began in 1807 with the choice of the site for the church
in the geographic center of the township designated as
Number Nine on Pioneer maps of the Phelps and Gorham Purchase.
The yillage that was anticipated to grow up around the church
never materialized, only a fringe of houses including the
doctor's home and office and the Presbyterian manse lined
Number Nine Road as it intersected some of the most productive
agricultural lands of the Northeastern United States, The
congregation was destined to be a relatively wealthy and
disEersed one; the church would be their community center.
Number Nine was the first Presbyterian Church to be established
in the area, and it's influence spread through mission
churches so’it is considered today the parent of five others
including the one in the present-day city of Geneva ten
miles away.

Just as the environment molded the development of the
Number Nine Church so did the character of its congregation.
It was built by Scotch Presbyterian settlers many of whom
came from the same village in Northumberland, England's
remote, northernmost county. Their conservative Scotch
Preshyterian or '"coventar"inclinations are still evident in
the stbols on the church ceiling. The present Number Nine
Church is the second one on the site. When the first 60
foot by 40 foot church, built in 1810,was outgrown by 1848,
the congregation in the thrifty Scotch tradition had it split
in half to make wagon sheds beside the new church. These
sheds containing the remnants of the first church have long

See Continuation Sheet
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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(Continuation Sheet) MAY 25913

(Number all entries)

Number 8.
since disappeared,

Throughout the Nineteenth century the records show constant
enlarging, improving and rebuilding starting with the
construction of the new church in 1838 under the supervisiop
of Hubbell Gregory,a contractor from Benton in Yates County|.
With mid-nineteenth century religious revivals, the new
church was soon too small and had to be enlarged in 1869
by E,N, Hall of the adjacent village named Hall. A_Rochester
architectural firm was hired in 1889 for the extensive ' S
enlarging and rebuilding of the front facade. At this
point the church had reached the seating capacity of nearly 1,000
people. In contrast to the solemn exterior, the magnificent
and fanciful frescoes and stencils inside the church were
the work of another hand, H.D. Altwelt and Son of Syracuse.
The ™trompe 1'oeil" in particular has attracted considerable
note and was copied in the restoration of the Cobblestone
Society's church at Childs, New York.

lRodney Lightfoote, September 1972, Manuscript in N.Y,.
State Division for Historic Preservation files.
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NEW YORK STATE 8 PARKS & RECREATION e«  South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner

April 27, 1873

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places:

Seneca Presbyterian (''Number Nine') Church
Stanley, Ontario County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria out-
lined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic Pres-
ervation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would
welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission with your
office.

Sincerely,

By:

F. L. RATH, JR.
Deputy Commissioner



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
NEW YORK

STATE

Date Entered MAY 25103

Name Location

Washington Park Troy

Lansing Manor House Town of Blenheim

Seneca Presbyterian ("Number Nine")

Also Notified  ggate Ristoric Preservation Officer

Hon. Jacob K. Javits Mr. Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner

Hon. James L. Buckley Parke and Recreation ;
Hon. Caxleton J. King Room 303, South Swan Street Building
Hom. Donald J. Mitchell Albany, New York 12223

Hon. William Walsh

! PHR MMott 6/7/73
Director, Northeast Region 7



