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Congregation. Church of the Transfiguration
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CONDITION

(Check One)
a Excellent □ Good □ Fair □ Deteriorated □ Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
3 Altered □ Unaltered □ Moved □ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
\

Number of stories* East of the three story main tower the church proper
is one story, except for the projecting octagonal tower, located 
at the right angle formed by the meeting of nave and transept, 
which is two stories.

Number of bays: Bast of the main tower three buttresses divide the wall
into four bays with varied window arrangement. West of the tower 
there are three bays.y

Layout and/or shape of plentyThe plan is an irregular »L*. The longer
portion forms the nave. The shorter arm of the 'L' (the transept) 
extends south from the nave ending in a small apse.

Wall construction: Wall construction is red brick and brownstone trim -
five (occasionally six) rows of stretchers bounded above suid be­
low by a single row of headers. >y

Structural system: The structural system is masonry;bearing wall.
Roof: ^pie roof is green copper, except that^the octagonal tower, which

is gray slate. Bast of the main tower the roof slopes gently 
over the side aisle, then rises at a steep angle to the ridge 
above the nave.

Porches, dormers: The main entrance, in the buttressed tower, has a small
semi-circular glass canopy decorated at its edges by the same 
free-standing, metal. Gothic ornament that crowns the masonry 
walls of the tower. To the East> two doimers serve as clerestory 
windows for the nave. To the west two larger dormers form the 
fenestration for the second floor room,

Ii^ortant interior features:*^A continuous series of large wooden beams in 
the form of the letter »X* extends the length of the nave having 
some structural relation to the sloping sides of the ceiling com­
posed of panels of narrow wooden strips set in a herringbone 
pattern. In the west wall of the transept two tall stained glass 
windows extend through the eaves,'^

Other notable features* A distinguishing feature of the church is the lich­
gate (Frederick Q. Withers architect), a small structure carried 
on stone Gothic arches supporting the pyramidal-shaped nubby green 
copper roof.

Alterations and additions': The original one story bvdlding of the church
was con^leted in 181*9. Additions and alterations began in 1852. 

In 1851* the main or entrance tower was erected and the transit 
was built, being further extended in 1861, In 1856 the cast iron 
fence was given. The lich-gate was presented in 1896, In 1906 
Cha ^1*^^ Chapel was constructed aid in 1908 St. Jos^h's Mortuary
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------------- jttui—S3.
(Number all entries) |

Like the Church of the Transfiguration, with which it is connected, 
the five-story,>Cothic Revival Rectory stands back from the street in its 
quiet garden. Dating from about l8U9-?0, (architect unknown), it is con­
structed of masonry bearing walls of red brick with brownstone veneer at 
the front facade. The plan is rectangular in shape, with a five-sided, 
tower-like, extension projecting from the east elevation.

The main (south) front is of smooth, brownstone, ashlar veneer and 
three windows in width. The ground floor remodelled at a later date, now has 
a low-arched, off-center entrance, which, together with the windows on 
either side of it, have a light limestone trim. Above them, a horizontal 
molding of the sane material extends across the front, framing the carved 
shield over the door and unifying the disparate rectangular shapes of the 
three openings. Except for the third story oriel window, each of the sym­
metrically placed windows— in the second, third and fourth stories— has 
a prominently molded dripstone. A bracketed comice supports the steeply 
sloping slate mansard roof that contains rthree pedimented dormer windows.

The east wall and projecting extension are of red brick. The north and 
south walls of this five-sided extension are wider than the other three.
In the center of the south wall, a handsome three sided wooden bay window 
rises four stories and is topped by the same continuous bracketed comice 
which wraps around the house. Above this bay window is a mansard roof with 
a small dormer in the center. It relates closely td the design of the roof 
above the main extension. The eastern portion of the wing has diagonal 
corners, all with windows, some of which are blind. It is crowned by a mansarift 
roof

As the third story oriel window becomes a focal point of the front 
elevation, so attention is drawn to the third story of the bay window by a 
balcony with ornamental cast iron railing and Gothic tracery design just 
above the window.
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PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian 1 CH Century
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□ Commerce □ Literature itorian

□ Communications q Military [J Theater

□ Conservation q ̂ usic □ Transportation
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The Church of the Transfiguration is a Gothic Revival building dating 
from 181+9 with subsequent additions. Located in the shadow of the BDi5)ire 
State Building and almost hidden from view by tall surrounding buildings, 
it stands in its quiet garden, fenced off firom the busy street. Its pic­
turesque character and human scale, reminiscent of an English village 
church, make it look like a stage set standing in the heart of Manhattan. 
Nothing could be more fitting, since for many years it has been known as 
the actor's church.

From the eighteen sixties on the church began to play a role in the 
life of the city. The names of prominent New York families appear in the 
records of births, deaths and marriages. During the Civil War it is 
thought to have served as an tmderground station for escaped slaves, and 
at the time of the New York Draft Riots in 1863, the church offered refuge 
to negroes. In I86li the rector established a bread line for the many im- 
employed, and this was reinstituted in 1907 and 1930.

In 1896, Mrs. Franklin Hughes Delano, the former Laura Astor, whose 
grandnephew was Franklin Delano Roosevelt, presented the lich-gate, an 
architectural feature more common in England than in the United States.
Its function originally was to provide a covered resting place at the en­
trance of the churchyard ■jdiere the pallbearers could rest the coffin while 
awaiting the arrival of the priest. lich is an Anglo-Saxon word meaning 
body or corpse.

Since 1870 The Church of the Transfiguration has been widely known as 
The Little Church Around the Corner. Joseph Jefferson, the well known 
American actor, had called at another church to arrange for the funeral 
of a friend. On learning that the friend was an actor, the minister hesi­
tated a moment and then said he would be vuiable to conduct the service, 
Jefferson asked to be directed to another church and the minister replied, 
"There is a little church around the corner idiere it might be done". Under 
this name the church has become famous in verse and song, pictures and 
plays. In 1920 the lich-gate, with the church in the background, was the 
setting for the finale of Ziegfeld's musical comedy Sally.

The bond between the church and the arts continued to grow. Dion 
Boucicault, 0.Henry and Edwin Booth were buried from here. Sir Henry
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Files of New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER
L ATITU DE

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 . 1. 0 » »

NE 0 1 n 0 $ n
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Ulld6r OHd dCX*6

[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVfeRLAPPlNG STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE; COUNTY

I* FORM PREPARED BY ____________ __ _________ _ _________
NAME AND T1 TL E:

Max Kahn, Associate
ORGANI ZATION

DATE

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission August 31 . 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

New York New York 36
12. STATE LIAISOK OFFICER CERTIFICA'l ION _____

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion, 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National^ark Service. The recommended 
level of s*nificance/of this nomination is:

Nati/ial □ / State gg Local □

Name

Title Chairman, New York State Histori

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION______

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andAistoric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Trust

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATl TUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
liO° liii '

Degrees Minutes Seconds

.730 59- 15 ”

O'
5.1

0

I

■s>

ON

t/»

m
m

z
00

H
70

C

n
H

O

z
«/»

1: 3



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)
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(Ntmbar ati antriea)
gA STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Irving, Dame Ellen Terry and Sarah Bernhardt attended services. There are 
memorial windows to some of America's most distinguished actors: Richard 
Mansfield, Joseph Jefferson, John Drew and Edwin Booth. The window for the 
latter was designed by the painter John LaFarge, A bronze plaque by the 
sculptor Paul Manship honors the actor Otis Skinner. Another memorial tablet 
is a tribute to three generations of the Benet family, distinguished in arts 
and letters. The church's deep shadowed interior has rightly been described 
as "a storehouse of assorted belongings".

In 1923 the Episcopal Actors Guild (a non-denominational manbership 
group despite its name) set up headquarters in the second floor room with the 
large dormer windows west of the entrance tower. This was the first addition 
to the original church in 1802, thus continuing to the present day the associs 
tion between the church and stage which Joseph Jefferson had first establishec 
more than a hundred years ago.

The church's historical and aesthetic interest is part of the cultural 
heritage and development of New York City, For more than a hundred years it 
has been linked to the culture of the city and the country and, through its 
history and tradition, it has become inseparably associated with the theatre 
and the arts.
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Church of the Transfiguration
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1 East 29th Street
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New York
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1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST Parks & Recreation • State Campus • Albany, N.Y. 12226 • 516 457-4194

Louis C. Jones
Chairman

Conrad L Wirth
Vice-Chairman

Ewald B. Nyquist 
Seymour H. Knox 
John H. G. Pell 
Laurance S. Rockefeller 
Mildred F. Taylor

May 10, 1972

C. Mark Lawton 
Director

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, 
the officially designated State Preservation Agency, 
and as the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of His­
toric Places:

Church of the Transfiguration, New York County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser­
vation, in accordance with the criteria outlined in 
Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust woum we, 
ity to discuss this submission with

come the opportun- 
your office.

Louis C. 
Chairman

Jones

state of New York • Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor • Parks & Recreation • Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
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NEW YORK STATE I PARKS & RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner %

March 1, 1973 a- %

Mrs, Marguerite Mott 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

%

Dear Mrs. Mott:

I have enclosed the continuation sheet and photograph 
for the Rectory of the Church of the Transfiguration in 
New York County. The Landmarks Preservation Commission 
would like the nomination submitted to you earlier amended 
to include the Rectory, as we discussed a few weeks ago.
In addition the Commission requested that the nomination be 
entitled "Church of the Transfiguration and Rectory."

Thank you for your assistance.

\
Sincerely yours,

1
Lynn Beebe Weaver 
Research Assistant 
Division for Historic 

Preservation
^ LEW/11
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New York 
CHUSCHOFTHE 
TRAN91GURAT10N AND AECTORV 

I E. 29th Street 
19* century

The church proper is 1 story with a J. 
story main tower and an octagonal pro­
jecting tower. Tlw church plan is in the 
shape of art L with the kmger portion 
forming the nave and the smaller portion 
forming the tmsept and ending in a small 
agse. The rotrf m copper except over the 
octagonal tower where it is gray sl^ 
Joined to the Cotim: Revival church is a 
S-etory rectory, abo Gothic Revival and 
conMnactad of rad biicfc whh hrowastaae 
voMter on Ac mRn fiwade. A S-sided 
towcr-IBce aatanaioii projnels from the east 
of the ractoty. The churdh is believed ta 
have been a a^on on the undergr^nd/ 
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