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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lower Mill faces the Main Street of the village of
Honeoye Falls, and behind it winds Honeoye Creek. From the
Main Street the mill appears to be a three story structure
however due to the slope of the land toward the creek parts
of the rear portion are four and a half stories.

Roughly rectangular in plan, the mill was built of stone
said to have been quarried from the Honeoye Creek bed. It
is four bays wide on the Main Street (west) facade and five
bays on the north and south facades. A small twentieth
century one-story wing stands on the south side of the building
where a larger wing was removed several years ago. The simple
direct lines of the building are emphasized by finished stone
quoins at the corners and the unadorned stone sills and lintels
of the windows and doors.

The flat roof dates from a fire at the turn of the
nineteenth century which destroyed the original gable roof
and a top story. The only remnants of this upper story are
two window sills visible above the third story on the front
(west) facade.

On the interior, the rough stone walls and heavy wood
beams are exposed. The original framing was probably
destroyed by the fire.in the 1890's. Running through the
center of the building from the first to third floors is
the old hoistway which was used to carry grain up to the
top level.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fronting on Main Street and backing on Honeoye Creek,
the substantial stone Lower Mill in Honeoye Falls is a key
visual element in the village streetscape as wéll as a
structure representing the economic "raison d'etre" of this
western New York State communlty

Settlement of the community, first known as Norton's
Mills, was prompted by the completion of a Mr. Norton's grist
mill in 1792. As the years went by the potential utility
of the creek waé developed further, and around 1829 the Lower
Mill was constructed for Hirem Finch who also owned the Upper
Mill at the other end of Main Street. The two mills built
two years apart are similar in scale, material, and plan,
and the Upper Mill still has its gable roof which the Lower
Mill lost in a fire in the/1890's.

Milling at the Lower Mill continued through the last
decade of the nineteenth century. Then for a short interlude
the building was used for storage before it was leased to
Tomkinson, Kenyon § Tomkinson who reopened milling operations
under steam power.

Despite the fire which did damage that took six months
to repair, the Lower Mill continued operation until it was
forced to close in the 1930's during the Depression. It
was subsequently used by a creamery to store agelng cheese
and by an oil company.

Today the Lower Mill still is integrally related to its
environment as it presides over the northern terminus of
the village's linear park along Honeoye Creek. The rehabili-
tation of the building is now being studied for a community
use and may be adapted as a library.
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NEW YORK STATE ® PARKS & RECREATION *®  South Swan Stre/et(mldrpg, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich V7, = \)/\
Commissioner % «44 er _5‘ A\

\/’ \

Januaz 4b "’
c;;y &g '?/ /\/\/}
'\ ) K*R’
Z*THQO
Dr. William Murtagh or \
Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209

1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places:

The Lower Mill, Honeoye Falls, Monroe County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation
in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section 2.2 of
the Grants Guide.

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation,

the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE NEW YORK

May 17197m
Date Entered

Name Location
1 The Lower Mill Honeoya Falls
Monroe County

Cropeey (Jasper F.) House and
Studio

Hastings-on-Hudson
Westchester County

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits State Historic Preservation Officer
wn.mluheh{n Mr. Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
Hon. Henry Smith, III Parks and Recreation

Hon. Benjamin Gilman Room 303, South Swan Street Building
Director, Northeast Region Albany, New York 412225

{ PHR NRowland:lmp 5-21-73



