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OWNER'S NAME:

Village of Honeoye Falls
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STATE: CODF
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7 DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
□ Excellent □ Good g Fair

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated ( 1 Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)
n Moved tQ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Icnown; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thie Lower Mill faces tke Main Street of th.e village of 
Honeoye Falls, and bekind it winds Honeoye Creek. From the 
Main Street the mill appears to be a three story structure, 
however due to the slope of the land toward the creek parts 
of the rear portion are four and a half stories.

Roughly rectangular in plan, the mill was built of stone 
said to have been quarried from the Honeoye Creek bed. Tf 
is four bays wide on the Main Street (west) facade and five 
bays on the north and south facades. A small twentieth 
century one-story wing stands on the south side of the building 
where a larger wing was removed several years ago. The simple 
direct lines of the building are emphasized by finished stone 
quoins at the corners and the unadorned stone sills and lintels 
of the windows and doors.

The flat roof dates from a fire at the turn of the 
nineteenth century which destroyed the original gable roof 
and a top story. The only remnants of this upper story are 
two window sills visible above the third story on the front 
Cwest} facade.

On the interior, the rough stone walls and heavy wood 
beams are exposed. The original framing was probably 
destroyed by the fire-in the 1890's. Runnings through the 
center of the building from the first to thircT'flobrs is 
the old horstway which was used to carry grain up to the 
top level.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate;
I I Pre-Columbian 1 CH 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
[3 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEls) (If Applicable and Known) 1829
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal
I I Prehistoric 
□ Historic 

£3^ Agriculture 
Architecture 

□ Art
Commerce

I I Communications 
1 I Conservation

I \ Education 
I I Engineering 
QC] Industry 
I I Invention 
I I Landscape

Architecture 
I 1 Literature

□ Military

□ Music

I I Politico! 
1 I Religion

Urban Planning 
er (Specify)
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□ Thea'

I I Transp

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fronting on Main Street and backing on Honeoye Creek, 
th.e substantial stone Lower Mill in Honeoye Falls is a key 
visual element in the village streetscape as wfell as a 
structure representing the economic "raison d’etre" of this 
western New York State community.

Settlement of the community, first known as Norton’s 
Mills, was prompted by the completion of a Mr. Norton’s grist 
mill in_17j92. As the years went by the potential utility 
of~fhe””^eek wai developed further, and aj;;ound 1829 the Lower 
MtlT was constructed^ Hiram Finch who also owned the Upper 
MTll at the other end of Main Street. The two mills built 
two years apart are similar in scale, material, and plan, 
and the Upper Mill still has its gable roof which the Lower 
Mill lost in a fire in the 1890’s.

Milling at the Lower Mill continued through the last 
decade of the nineteenth century. Then for a short interlude 
the building was used for storage before it was leased to 
Tomkinson, Kenyon 8 Tomkinson who reopened milling operations 
under steam power.

Despite the fire which did damage that took six months 
to repair, the Lower Mill continued operation until it was 
forced to close jji—the 1930’s during the Depressioi^. It 
was subsequently used by a creamery to storeageing cheese 
and by an oil company.

Today the Lower Mill still is integrally related to its 
environment as it presides over the northern terminus of 
the village's linear park along Honeoye Creek. The rehabili­
tation of the building is now being studied for a community 
use and may be adapted as a library.



[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES

"Honeoye Creek Park Sketch Plan § Program: Village of
Honeoye Falls, New York" September, 1967. ^

Files of Landmark Society

f:10- GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROOERTY

CORNER
L ATITU DE

LONGITUDE

NW
Degrees Minutes Seconds

O P Pi

Degrees Minutes Seconds
O p IP
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LATITUDE AND LONGIJfJDE COORDINAX&5 
DEFINING THc, CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
42 ° 57‘ 20-

Degrees Minutes Seconds
77 ° 35 ’ 20 ’
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11. FORM PREPARED BY ________________ ,

NAME AND TITLE:

Louise H. Klinke.
Revised by

staff assistant/Cornelia E. Brooke^ R e«; e ?i r i~1i
ORG ANI 2ATION

Landmark Society of Western N.Y./Board for
DATE

Jan.
As sis tan 
197'^

STREET AND NUMBER:

130 Spring Street
Historic Preservation 

/ South Swan Street Binldipa
CITY R TOWN:

Rochester / Albany New ynrk
12. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTTFICATION I NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National □ State □ Local

Name mmdk (MmJa
Title STflTfa T.iai<?fvn OFFi c-pt*

Pate January 9. 1975

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Director, Ollice ol Archeology and H/s/pric Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of’The National Register 
DateJ ^ /lL *
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type alt entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON

The Lower Mill
AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Attlgned by NPS)

MAY 17 1973
2. LOCATION
STATE

Npw York

COUNTY

Monroe

TOWN

Honeove Falls
STREET AND NUMBER
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3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE d^o.T. Honeoye Fall- 
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TTietri

DATE
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SOURCE:
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TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK STATE ■ PARKS & RECREATION

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20005

South Swan Street Buildincj, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

The Lower Mill, Honeoye Falls, Monroe County
■■■■■I

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved 
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation 
in accordance with the criteria outlined in Section 2.2 of 
the Grants Guide.

The staff of the State Board for Historic Preservation, 
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome 
the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

[ULjwdiA
ALEXANDER ALDRICH

'r’ite&irffif'ni'i V ‘‘f •
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STATE WEU JGSaL

Date Entered
MAY 171973

Name Location

i mu BOMOfK HbUji 
Honro* Gowity

Crop<H»7 (Jaeper F.) Houaa and
Studio Baotisg»-ea<4bHiwm 

Wastcheatar County

r , 'X .
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Also Notified 
Hon. Jacob K. Javits
Bon. JaaMsio L. Buckley 
Bon. Bwtxry Snith, IH Ban. Ben^aaitt Qiiwaa 

Director, Northeast Begion

Stnio Blotoric fyomrvnticok Officer 
Mr. Al^nader Aldrich, Coaniraioner 
laxfiui and ]focreation 
Bqnq« 303, South Smm Street Building 
Alhany, New fork 12223

NEowland:lmp 5-21-73
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