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17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

ll;;.

□ Excellent Q Good □ Fair

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated I I Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One)
S Altered I I Unaltered

(Check One)
C] Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hanford Mill in East Meredith is approximately a 50 
acre complex, bounded on the north by the old New York Central 
Railroad and Kortright Creek, on the southeast by Delaware 
County Route 12 and the lands of Barnett, Monroe and Petersen on 
the southwest by Delaware County Route 10 and the lands of 
Ehrhart, Pizz-a and Warf and on the east by the lands of Haynes.

Consisting of both natural and structural facilities the 
complex includes; a mill raceway from Kortright Creek to the 
damned up Mill Pond which supplies the waterwheel, a spillway 
for the pond's overflow, a section of the old New York Central 
Railroad, two railroad bridges crossing the winding Kortright 
Creek and a variety of buildings.

Tha main structure is the mill building dating from the 
1820’s with additions from the 1870's, 1880*s and 1900's.
Approximately 150 feet long and 120 feet wide, the wood frame 
structure is four stories high, two of which, including the 
water floor, are underground. Covered by painted clapboard, 
the main part of the building is a rectangle with gable roof.
A second rectangular addition gives a predominant ell shape to 
the structure which is obscured by various one story lean-to 
additions on all elevations, and a two story addition with 
gable roof on the east or front elevation.

Used in construction of the main part of the building and 
plainly visible are three hand hewn pine beams 52 feet long and 
14 inches thick. Together with 16 inch pine uprights, they form 
the basis of a wood frame^structural system with interlocking 
joints. Later additions make use if sawed wood and light member 
structural systems.

The w_a^terwheel is located one floor below ground on the 
southeast end of the building. Measuring ten feet long and 
twelve feet in diameter, the wheel, made of steel, is the q^yershibt 
type and was installed in 1925. An intricate pattern of belts 
driven by the wheel did the work of grinding, sawing, shapin^<^ 
cutting, lamenating and tool sharpening as it set into moti^ya^ 
variety of old lathes, hand saws, sanders, grindstones and'^^^rr' ' 
s aws .
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Two steam-engines, one
horsepower are also present. A * _ . . ^ ,
have been removed, but a hand operated elevator remains. ^
original small office with high stool and ledger books is 
in a corner of the old building. Numerous rooms are filled wilt 
a variety of woodworking devices, as well as samples of various 
products such as file handles, milk crates and pill boxes.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

100 horsepower and one of W,0 
I kiln and photographic darx^oom
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7. DESCRIPTION (cont.)

Located to the east of the mill is the one .a:tnry Tartanpn1 ar
dj^oi-hiiilding with grain elevator and storage facilities. It Ts'
a frame structure with low gable roof and light member structural 
system. A small gable porch faces the mill pond. Southwest of 
the main building is a similar structure, built in 19i0 or 1911-to 
house a hardware store and an expanded office. Opposite the mill 
is a two story^ storage barn, with gable roof, and board and batten 
siding. An exterior stairway is present on each end of the 
rectangular structure. Two old fire engines and a studebaker 
automobile are housed on the first floor. A smaller barn, ice 
house and shed are also located on the property.

William M. Schwerd, "Sawmill and Gristmill: The Hanford Mill
in East Meredith, New York," unpublished thesis. Cooperstown 
Graduate program. See Chapter II.

1972.
Celin Schoen, Unpublished article for "The Conservationist,"
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Vi
The Hanford Mill depicts the technology ahd'-^'eWh of a 

local saw and gristmill which attempted to use the vast natural 
resources of water and wood coupled with the skills of its 
owners and workmen to provide a variety of products for both 
local consumption and wider distribution.

It remains as an outstanding example of a well preserved 
industrial complex with .a great deal of apparatus and records 
intact.

The story of the mill is that of modest beginnings, a 
period of growth under 85 years of Hanford ownership, and a 
post World War I decline. Beginning in the 1820’s the mill 
remained a small sawmill, with several different owners, until 
David Hanford purchased it in 1860. Hanford expanded the saw­
mill by building a feed and gristmill and installing various 
woodworking devices.

In 1881 a steam engine was acquired and spurred a series 
of additions which in turn promoted further technological 
development. While the original building reached its final 
form before 1910, Horace and Will Hanford continued to expand 
the operations by adding two'structures, a hardware store in 
1910 or 1911 and a year or two later a feed, seed and fertilize 
store located east of the original structure replaced the 
gristmill.

The necessity of a hardware store was created by a new 
image, as the era of the Hanford Brothers large lumber business 
was passing. Between 1900 and World War I the main building 
was relegated to a declining woodworking business and storage 
facility.

However, the Hanfords responded to the optimism of the 
"roaring twenties" with the purchase of a metal water wheel 
1925 which they hoped would provide inexpensive power.,They 
had not considered, however, the limitations of the mill's 
location, and the success of the water wheel fell short of 
expectations.

^ SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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[9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERSNCES

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10 . GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 'A:::- V :■
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law; 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

NatiorurTTX „ State Q ^ Local □

Name

Title State Liaison Officer

Date
3^^.:

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and/fihtoric Preservation
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Finally in 1945 the mill employee, Frank Pizza
for the token sum of one dollar, thus marking the end of an era. 
Technologically Pizza attempted to revive the sawmill with the 
acquisition of a four cyclinder truck engine and a cable type saw. 
The attempt was unsuccessful since by 1945 East Meredith could no 
longer support a local sawmill.

Architecturally the Hanford Mill and its related activities 
are based upon a form-following-function concept; however this 
concept is not strictly interpreted. Additions were for specific 
purposes: to house the kiln, the engine rooms or the boxmaking
areas. The helter skelter roofline indicates that the Hanfords 
were not following a preconceived plan for expansion. Much of the 
building was completed during the Victorian era, yet the buildings 
are conspicuous by their lack of a decorative flair, surprising 
for an industry capable of producing intricate mouldings and edges

The story of the mill should include a description of its 
activities and products. Its 12 to 15 employees produced a variet’ 
of goods and provided many different services. They ground grain, 
shelled corn, turned out treads for horse-powered devices, and 
made wooden patterns for molds to be used in casting flywheels, 
engines, propellers, and a wide variety of other iron or steel 
objects. They sold flails, potato forks, and an instrument which 
attached buttons to ladies’ high boots.

The could sell you anything needed in building a house, or^ 
could build the entire house for you. One such home was put up in 
1903 at a cost of $3400.

For the man who preferred to do it himself, there were patterns 
for door and window casings, "gingerbread" to delight the Victorian 
leart, shutters, shingles, doors, and the lumber from which the 
bouse was built.

For the housewife, there were cradles made at the mill, and 
such items as pitchers, bowls, and bottles which could be bought 
there.

Even the power to light the house was provided by the mill.
At the turn of the century the water power from the mill generated 
3lectricity to light not only themill itself but also the village 
Df East Meredith. A Fairbanks gas engine produced the town’s 
lectricity as recently as 40 years ago.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
GP 0 921.724
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont., p.2)

At the mill also was the switchboard which allowed 15 parties 
the pleasure o£ conversation over the local wires.

The Hartford Mill remains today as a well-preserved example 
of industrial architecture and technology in the development of 
saw and gristmills. It represents the growth of a local industry, 
using natural resources at hand, and providing goods and services 
for community consumption as well as export.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES
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News Report, Upper Catskill Community Council of the Arts, 
^The Old Mill in East Meridth." (Winter 1970-71) 
pp. 3, 6.

Schoen, Celin. Unpublished article for "The Conservationist."

Schwerd, William M. "Sawmill and Gristmill: The Hanford Mill
in East Meridth, New York." Unpiblished thesis. 
Cooperstown Graduate Program. 1972.
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oNEW YORK STATeTpARKS & RECREATION
South Swan Street Building, South Mali, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

March 12, 1973

'vy REravEODr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th ^ C Streets, N.W. w ■
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

MAR 1 5 1973
NATIONAL , 
REGISTER

Kelso Mill, East Meredith, De 1 aware'‘"County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved 
by the Committee on the Registers in accordance with the 
criteria outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic 
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, 
would welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission 
with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
State Liaison Officer

by;

F. L. Rath, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner
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0M8 Approval No. ?0-RO?ia

FEDERAL ASSISTArXE 2. APPLI­
CANT'S

a. NUMUDt 3- STATE 
APPLICA- 
TtrhN

a. NUMOER
57700088.

i. TYPE □ PREAPPLiCATlON APPLI­ b. DATE I iwnIDENTI­ b. DATE Year day
OF
ACTION } 5 APPLIMTIOK CATION t FIER ASSIGNED 19 76 7 8

(Aforfc ap­propriate 
box)

□ KOTIFiCATION OF INTENT (Cpt)
□ REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION

Leave
Blank

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

Applicant Nima

b. Organiution Unit
c. Stra«t/P.O. Box
d. City 
f. Stata
b. Contact Parson INamt 

& telephone No.)

NYS Office of Parks & Recreation 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Agency Bldg. #1, Empire State Plaza 
Albany *•= Albany
New York i. zip cod.: ^^2238

Orin Lehman - 518-474-0443
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT

Hanford Mill Development Project - Phase I 
(East Meredith, Delaware County):

Prepare historic structure report; archeological & 
topographical surveys; architectural fees, new roofs 
masonry repair; drain mill pend; lower trace; build 
headrace gate; install new well & puitp; repair 
interior of hardware store; repair sills & floor, 
line shaft, penstock, candmt, forebay, cn back

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT INamea of cities, eovntUs,
States, etc.)

Delaware County

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS BENEFITING

43,000
PROFCSEO FUNDING 14, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF:

a. FEDERAL j 20,000 .00
b. APPLICANT 83,550 .00
e. STATE .00

d. L0C.U .00

a. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL $103,550 .00

a. APPLICANT

State
b. PROJECT

27
16. PROJECT START

DATE Tear montA day19 see #34
17. PROJECT DURATION

36 Month*
18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 

BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ^

Year month day
19 76 12 6

5, FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
14-6013200

PRO­
GRAM
{From
Federal
Catalog)

a. HUMBERI ^1 ^ 1
b. TITLE

National Historic 
Preservation Act of 196C

0. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
A-State
B-Interststs
C-Substite

District
D-€ounty
E-City
F-School District 
G-Spscial Purposa 
: District

H-CommunlFy Action Agency 
I- Higher Educational Institution 

Indian Tribe 
K-Other (Specify):

Enter appropriate letter A

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant D-lnsuranca
B-Supplemental Grant E-Other appro-
C-loan priate letter(g)

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-New C-Rcvision E-Augmentation
B-Renewal D-Continuation (-—|

Enter appropriate letter ^
15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For tSc or Itc) 
A-Incresse Dolijrs F-Othar (Specify): 
3-0acrec:e Dollars 
C-Increasa Duration
D-Decrease Duration ________________E-Cancellation

Enter appro­
priate Utter($)

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER
36-76-00513-00

20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (JVoma, City, Stota.Z/J> code) 20240

Dept, of the Interior, National Park Service. Washington. DC

THE
APPLICANT
CERTIFIES
THAT>

23.
CERTIFYING
REPRE­
SENTATIVE

a. To tho bast of my kncwledga and baiiof, 
data in this praapplicotion/application are 
true and correct, the document has been 
duly authnriiad by the governing body of 
the applicant and the applicant will comply 
with tlis attached assurances if ths aasisl- 
anca is approved.

21. REMARKS ADDED
□ Yea

b. If required by OM8 Circular A-95 this application was submitted, pursuant to in- No re- 
atructions therein, ta appropriate clearinghouses and all rasponsas ate attached: eponja

(1) NYS Planning & Development Clearin^ouse □
(2) cn
(3) . . □

Reaponee
attached

xQx
□□

a. TYPED NAME AND TiTU
ORIN LEHMAN ^ F.L. RAIH, JR.
State Historic Preservation Oftficer

h. SIGNATURE/

24. AGENCY NAME
Department of the Interior

26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNiT
National Park Service

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
Grants Administration Div,

29. ADDRESS
18th & C Sts., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240

31. ACTION TAKEN 
Q a. AWARDED
□ b. REJECTED
□ e. RETURNED FOR

AMENDMENT

□ 4. DEFERRED

□ a. WITHDRAWN

32. FUNDING

a. FEDERAL $ 20.000 .00
b. APPLICAKT 83.550 .00
c. STATE

.00

d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL $ 103.550 .00

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION

33. ACTION DATE >
Year month day

.77 1 12
35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 

T(ON (Name ami telephone number)

Peter D. Herrick 
(202) 523-5054

a. In taking above action, any comments received from clearinghouses were con­
sidered. It agency response la dua umltt provuiona of Part 1, 0MB Circular A-95, 
It has been or is being maJo.

c. DATE SIGNED
Year month day

“76 12 6
25. APPLICA- Year month day
RKEIVED 19 76 12 14

28. FEDERAL APPLIC.^T10N IDENTIFICATION

30. FEDERAL GRANT

34.
STARTING 
DATE 19

Year month day
77 1 12

36. Year month day
IXtT^' 19 80 1 11
37. REMARKS ADDED

H Yet QNO

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 
(Name and telephone no.)

same as #35



SECTION IV-REMARKS (Please reference the proper item number from SectioTU I, II or III, if applicable)

#7 - mill pond, spillway; install fire detection 

Item 13B; Source of nonfederal match Is cash provided by the Old Mill Museum.
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s
SECTION

IV-REMARKS (Please reference the proper item number from Sections I. II or III, if applicable)

in the interior of New York State Mill seats, such as the one in E. Meredith, 
were the focus of settlement activity and local pre-industrial economics

after 1920, with forest resources exhausted, automation closed the plant, 
and management turned to retailing lumber, livestock feeds, farm machinery 
and building supplies until 1965. Today the Old Mill is a non-profit 
educational museum and will continue as such.
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