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STATE:
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COUNTY:
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE 1

h NAME

Simons General Stone^
AND/OR HISTORIC:

2, LOCATtON M

STREET AND NUMBER:

Ancram Square
CITY OR TOWN:

Ancram
STATE CODE CODE

New York 36 021
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CATEGORY 
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

1 1 District ^ Building
□ Site □ Structure

□ Object

□ Public
E Private
1 1 Both

Public Acquisition:
Q In Process
1 1 Being Considered

[3 Occupied

1 1 Unoccupied

1 1 Preservotion work 
in progress

Yes:

C!Q Restricted
I 1 Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[~l Agriculturol 
PC| Commercial 
I I Educational 
I I Entertainment

I I Government 
1 1 Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork

g Private Residence
□ Religious 
I I Scientific

I I Transportation 
□ Other (Specify)

I 1 Comments

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
........... (OWNER'S NAME:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Donald R. Chapin and John-Peter Hayden. Jr.

CITY OR TOWN:

Ancram Square

________ Ancram
[5. LOCAT;ONdF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

J^ew York,
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Coliimhia Cniinty Cmirthmi<;p

CITY OR TOWN:

Huds on
<S. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

NONR
DATE OF SURVEY: Q Federal I I State I I County I I Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Representative: Hamilton Fish, Jr.
Congressional District: 28
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DESCRIPTION is!

CONDITION
fjg Excellent CD Good CD

(Check One)

CD Deteriorated CD Ruins CD Unexposed

(Check One)
CD Altered ^ Unaltered

(Check One)

CD Moved 13 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Simons General Store is at the crossroads of New York 
State Route 82 and Columbia County Route 7, facing the small 
triangular Ancram Square Park, tBuilt in 1873-74, the rectangul4r 
shaped three story structure features a cupola and two story 
piazza. \

\ Because the store is built on a slope, only two stories are 
visible above ground, on the south and east elevations. A smal 
one story garage has been added in the southwest corner.^

\
Supported by a light member wood structural system; ’the 

building has a clapboard exterior, with plaster and wainscoating
covering the interior walls

The asphalt over tin roof is flat with a slight pitch 
toward the back or west end. On both the east and west eleva­
tions of the cupola, there is a single semi-circular headed 
window, while a pair of similar windows appear on the north 
and south elevations.

^The elaborate two story piazza is the key visual element 
of the east or front elevation. Supported by four square posts 
with ornamental brackets, tl^ three bay wide porch has a full railing on the second story.^ Two doorways open to the second 
floor balcony. On the street level a double doorway in the 
central bay is flanked by a large store window on either side.

Bracketed cornices are beneath the roofline and an interior 
chimney is present in the center of the west elevation. Chimne> 
formerly in the north and south portions have been removed.

Original fixtures and furniture are found in the store, 
including the counters and showcases dating from 1874 to 1895. 
Knob and tube electricity was installed between 1911 and 1915 
and the original fixtures remain. Wooden floors and ceilings 
and plaster and wainscoating covering are found in the store.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian 1 CD 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1873-1874

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ('Check One or More as Appropriafe;

Abor iginal 
1 I Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

|~| Agriculture 
rX Architecture 
□ Art 
[~3^ Commerce 
I I Communications 
I } Conservation

□ Education □ Political

□ Engineering □ Religion/Phi.

□ Industry losophy

□ Invention □ Science

□ Landscape Q Sculpture

Architecture Social/Humon-

□ Literature

□ Military (□ Theater

I I Music Q Transportation

( I Urban Planning 
□ Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

^Constrvicted'. dn jL873-;74, the Simons General Store has con­
tinuously served as a commercial center, visual focal point and 
gathering place for the hamlet of Ancram*^

Built by Martin Luther Hills, who previously operated a 
store across the street, it had three subsequent owners before 
being purchased by E.J. Simons in 1924. Mr. Simons owned the 
store until 1971 when it was acquired by Donald R. Chapin and 
John-Peter Hayden, Jr.

Simons General Store in its heydey was the center of com­
merce for the entire area with several wagon routes delivering 
goods to farmers and bringing back produce which was then 
shipped to New York City by rail. The building served as the 
area's "department store" and for several years housed the 
Ancram Post Office.

In the center of the hamlet,at a major crossroads, facing 
the Ancram Square Park, the store forms an important visual 
feature of the community. The building's two story porch 
provided a stage for many public events held in the park such i 
the dedication of the World War I monument.

Today the store remains largely as it was in 1874 with the 
original furniture dating from 1874-1895. The electric fixture^ 
installed between 1911 and 1915 also remain as do several 
ledgers. Simons General Store continues its long history as,a 
center of commercial activity and visual importance for the
hamlet of Ancram.



|9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES""

Deeds. Office of the County Clerk. Columbia County Courthouse 
Hudson, New York.

Ellis. Franklin. The History of Columbia Coun^. (Philadelphi^: 

1878) .

Edleman, Floyd. Interview, (Pine Plains: 1972)

Shingerland, Mrs. Henry. Interview, (Ancram: 1972).

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER
LATITU DE

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o * n O f «

NE O * n 0 P »

SE O * tl O 1 PI

sw o • » O p n

latitude and longitude coordinates
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE
OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 3/4 aCrO

LATITUDE LONG1 TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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43 03 02 73 38 17
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Steven S. Lew. Research Assistant

7;?o

c>o>c>
CO

«/»
m
m

z
on 
H 
70 

<=. 
n

ORQANI ZATION

New York State Board for Historic Preservation
DATE

January 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

South Swan Street Building, Core L
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany12. state LI;^N OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

National—State I I Local

Name

Title State Liaison Officer

Date February 5, 1975

W Y n rk
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

lf?A^ ^ylidbxj
Chief, Office of Archeology and Hi strife Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date

Keepe7 of t^he ffational Regis
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PROPERTY state /// ' '\
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TECH REVIEW Photos n2_

Maps /
CUNIROL REVIEW

HISTORIAN V
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REVIEW UNIT CHIEF • .
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON

Simnne; flfirifiral Store

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (AMlgn^d by KPS)

APR 2 3WJ

3. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN

Mptat YotV Pol iiTnH 1 Si An nr am
STREET AND NUMBER

Atirram Smiarp
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE

TT..s.r;..s
REOUtREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW,

GPO 932.010





NEW YORK STATE IpARKS & RECReWon ^^^-|^outh Van Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

February 5, 1973

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper o£ the National Register
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the 
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic 
Places:

Simons General Store, Ancram, New York, Columbia County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the 
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria 
outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Board for Historic Preservation, 
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

I-'

Sincere

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
State Liaison Officer

by

Frederick L. Rath, Jr. 
Deputy Commissioner for 

Historic Preservation
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FEB 10 1982

Mr. Eroi and Joyce Kuiaiiiioglu
40 Vi/est 74 th Street
New York City, New York 10023

■' f -t' -■■

Dear Mr. and fJrs. Kulahliogiu*.

Thank you for your letter requesting gi-ants-in-etd information with regfird to 
general store in Columbia County. New York, which was listed in the National Register
on Apr a 23, iS73.

In the past, listing in the National Register has made private property owners eMgibie to 
be coissidcred for Federal grants-in-aid for historic preservation, riowever, it has been 
determined that balancing the budget is a major and necessary step toward restoring 
confidence in our economy and controlling inflation; therefore, no fundmg for Federal 
historic preservation grants-in-aid was proposed for fiscal year 1982. Enclosed is 
information on the National Register program and on other sources of preservation 

funding.

Pres®‘vatioTi tax incentives are available, however, for any project which the Secretary 
of the Interior designates as a certified rehabilitation of a certified historic structure, 
which includes structures individually listed in the National Register or certified by tlie 
Secretary as contributing to the signifcence of a National Register district.

If YOU need further information or assistance, please let us know. V7e appreciate your 
interest in the historic preservation programs of the Department of the Interior.

Sincerely,

Carol D. Shull ,(Sgd.),

:,v '"V »

Carol D. Shull
Acting Kcepei’ of tiie National 

Register 4
Enclosures

bcc: Mr. Orin Lehman, SHPO, New York
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