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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Simons General Store is at the crossroads of New York
State Route 82 and Columbia County Route 7, facing the small
triangular Ancram Square Park. VBuilt in 1873-74, the rectanguldr
shaped three story structure features a cupola and two story
piazza. \

\ Because the store is built on a slope, only two s*ories arg
visible above ground, on the south and east elevations. A small
one story garage has been added in the southwest corner.y

\Supported by a light member wood structural system; . the
building has a clapboard exterior, with plaster and wainscoating
covering the interior walls\

The asphalt over tin roof is flat with a slight pitch
toward the back or west end. On both the east and west eleva-
tions of the cupola, there is a single semi-circular headed
window, while a pair of similar windows appear on the north
and south elevations.

\The elaborate two story piazza is the key visual element
of the east or front elevation. Supported by four square posts
with ornamental brackets, the three bay wide porch has a full
railing on the second story.™» Two doorways open to the second
floor balcony. On the street level a double doorway in the
central bay is flanked by a large store window on either side.

Bracketed cornices are beneath the roofline and an interior
chimney is present in the center of the west elevation. Chimneys
formerly in the north and south portions have been removed.

Original fixtures and furniture are found in the store,
including the counters and showcases dating from 1874 to 1895.
Knob and tube electricity was installed between 1911 and 1915
and the original fixtures remain. Wooden floors and ceilings
and plaster and wainscoating covering are found in the store.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

/bonstructedcdn 1873-74, the Simons General Store has con-
tinuously served as a commercial center, visual focal point and
gathering place for the hamlet of Ancram/

Built by Martin Luther Hills, who previously operated a
store across the street, it had three subsequent owners before
being purchased by E.J. Simons in 1924. Mr. Simons owned the
store until 1971 when it was acquired by Donald R. Chapin and
John-Peter Hayden, Jr.

Simons General Store in its heydey was the center of com-
merce for the entire area with several wagon routes delivering
goods to farmers and bringing back produce which was then
shipped to New York City by rail. The building served as the
area's '"department store'" and for several years housed the
Ancram Post Office.

In the center of the hamlet,at a major crossroads, facing
the Ancram Square Park, the store forms an important visual
feature of the community. The building's two story porch
provided a stage for many public events held in the park such a:
the dedication of the World War I monument.

—J7

Today the store remains largely as it was in 1874 with the
original furniture dating from 1874-1895. The electric fixtures
installed between 1911 and 1915 also remain as do several
ledgers. Simons General Store continues its long history as, a
center of commercial activity and visual importance for the
hamlet of Ancram.
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" As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Titte _State Liaison Officer
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the
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PHOTO CREDIT DATE
Simons General Store
John-Peter Hayden, Jr. § i
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Form 10-301

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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February 5, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209

1100 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places:

Simons General Store, Ancram, New York, Columbia County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria
outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Board for Historic Preservation,
the officially designated Preservation Agency, would welcome the
opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincer

ALEXANDER ALDRICH
State Liaison Officer

by

Frederick L, Rath, Jr,
Deputy Commissioner for
Historic Preservation



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
sTATE WEW YORK

Date Entered APR 2 35"

Name Location
Ternsur-fHutton House West Nyack
Roekland County
{ Simons General Store Aneram
Columbia County
Camp (Elisha) House Sackets Harbor

Jefferson County

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits

Hon., James L. Buckley Mr. Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
Hon. Howard Rebison Parks and Recoreation

Hon. Hamilton Pish, Jv. Rooms 303, South Swan Street Building
Eon. Robert C. McEwen Albany, New York 12223

Director, Northeast Region !PHR NRowland: pcl 4/30/73



FEB 10 1982

#p, Erol and Joyce Kulahliogiu
40 West 74th Street
New York City, New York 10023

Deer ir. and Kirs. Kulahliogiu:
Thank you for your letter requesting grants-in-eid information with regard to Simon's

general store in Columbia County, New York, which was listed in the National Register
on April 23, 1873. :

In the past, listing in the National Register has made privete property owners eligible to
be considered for Federal grants-in-aid fer historic preservation. rHowever, it has been
determined that balancing the Ludget is a major and necessary step toward restoring
confidence in our economy and controlling inflation; therefore, no funding for Federal
historie preservation grants-in-aid was proposed for fiscal year 1982. Enciosed is
infoermation on the Nationai Register program and on other sources of preservation
funding.

Preservation tax incentives are available, however, for any project whieh the Secretary
of the Interior designates as & certified rehabilitation of a certified historie structure,
which includes structures individually listed in the National Register or certified by the
Seeretary as contributing to the signifcance of a National Register district.

If you need further information or assistance, piease let us know. We appreciate your
interest in the historic preservation programs of the Department of the Interior.

Sincerely,

Carol D. Shull (Sgd.)

Carol D, Shull
Acting Keeper of the National
Register

Enclosures

bee:  Mr. Orin Lehman, SHPO, New York
ce:  North Atlantic Regional Office
FNP:C7Bll?I'Z3]k:1W:27 2-3504:2-9-82

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN NR
d-34-0706
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