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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

CONDITION

\Broome County's Courthouse is a massive two and one-half
story structure, built on a raised foundation, in the form of
a Latin Cross and topped with an elegant copper dome. Origin-
ally constructed in a truncated T-shape, in J897-98, the south
wing was added in 1916-17 to form the cross?‘ The main struc-
ture is nine bays wide on the front or north elevation and
three bays deep on the east and west elevations. The rec-

tangular addition measures 45 x 100 feet.

‘bhio sandstone was chosen for construction of the exter-
ior walls and a masonry load bearing structural system is em-
ployed. The gabled roof is covered with terracotta tile and
has copper cornices. 5

V A copper dome rises from an octagonal base in the center
of the original structure. The lower drum has copper sheath-
ing, while the upper drum contains three semi-circular headed
windows in each of the eight sections. Copper pilasters sep-
arate the sections and there is a balustrade at the base of
each unit. The ribbed dome has circular face on each of the
eight sides, with ornamental trim. Four of the eight faces
are clocks and a second balustrade surrounds the dome. Iden-
tifying the county seat is a statue perched on an octagonal
stone cupola atop the dome, and enclosed by an elaborate iron
fence. .

2 35S

\Qn the north elevation is a two and one half story por-
tico supported by solid stone columns, with capitals, in the
Ionic style. The portico's ceiling is cast iron and the stone
pediment is faced with the county seal in relief. One approach-
es the portico by means of a three sided staircase.

* UL IR N LS NI

Interesting exterior features are the three window types
that are employed. The frieze of the original structure has
porthole windows, while the east and west pediments have lun-
ette windows. In the remainder of the structure are rectangu-
lar windows with earred frames, stode sills and keystones.

There are a total of seven chimneys, three on the west
wing and four on the east wing.

Interiors are plain and functional and have received
various renovations: over the years. .
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[C] Prehistoric [] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A notable part of nineteenth century governmental build-
ing in Broome County was the construction,of courthouses.
Nhe existing courthouse is the fourth ertécted in the century
and the third built on the present siteN Erected in 1897-98
and surrounded by a four and one half acre parcel of land, it
is the focal point of the present governmental environment and
will form the apex of the new governmental complex emerging to
the south which is composed of State, County, and City offices.

Considered a regional landmark the Courthouse is noted
for its classical design and is an expression of the taste
and workmanship exhibited at the close of the 19th century,
particularly in the use of stone and copper.

Isaac_G. Perrg, architect for the New York State Inebriate
Asylum in 1857, and later the Phelps Mansion and Perry Block,
all in the Binghamton area, designed the Courthouse. Perry,
who was ‘appointed in 1883 by New York Governor Grover Cleve-

land as Commissioner of the State Capitol designed that build-
ing's noted "Million Dollar Staircase."

The Courthouse, similar in design but larger and more ele-
gant than its predecessor, which was built in 1856 and burned
in 1896, makes use in part of the previous foundation. The
significant differences are a-wider:podticoyslargersandssolid
stone columns, and a copper dome. Many eyes are daily turned
to the clock that adorns the dome, and which was a gift of
Harvey Westcott,

Built at a cost of $130,000 by Miles Leonard, the Court-
house was expanded in 1916-17 with a $65,000 addition, by the
Schaefer Construction Company.

As the fourth generation Broome County Courthouse the build-
ing, the largest and most elegant, has outserved its predeces-
sors, by functioning for over three-quarters of a century, as
the County seat. It continues today as both a focal point and
functional part of County government.
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NEW YORK STATE 8 PARKS & RECREATION «  South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner

Aprilll, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
National Park Service
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places:

Broome County Courthouse, Broome County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria out-
lined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would
welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office.

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH
State Eraison Officer

By:

F. L. RATH, JR.
Deputy Commissioner
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U.S. Dept.of Interior, Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service,

21. REMARKS ACDED
K Yes [] No

DEC 2 9 1978

- 22. a. To tho best of my kacwledze 2ad belisf, | b. If required by OMB Circular A-95 this appiication was submitted, pursuant to in- No re- Rexponse
[~} data in this preapplication/application zre structions therein, to appropriate cloaringhouses and all responses are aitached: sponse attcched
5 THE true ond corract, the document has been
= APPLICANT | duly zutharized by the governing bedy eof . g D
£ | CERTIFIES | the zpplicant and the ssplicant will comply | (D NYS Clearinghouse
E THAT > with the attached sssuraices if the ssist-| () O a
I ance is approved. o ’ D D
= | 23. 2. TYPED NAME AND TITLE RE . ¢. DATS SIGNED
8 CERTIFYING 1 d Year month day
e Orin Lehman :
¥ | senTaTivz [State Historic Preservation Of ~ ¢ 1978 12 27
24, AGENCY NAME / _ 25. APPLICA- Yeer month day
Department of the Interior RecElvep 1078 12 29
26. ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 27, ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 28. rggﬁﬁ}%cﬁ%&clmon
E HCRS Grants Admin. Div.
§ 29. ACDRESS 30. fESﬁ?(‘r%cﬁ?%"'
B| Washington, D.C. 20243 86-09563
& | 31. ACTION TAKEN |32 FUNDING Year month day | 34, Ysar month day
STARTI
2|k s awicom a. FEDEPAL s 25,000 00 | 33. acTion paten 19 2@/ 39 | DTN, 79 01 01
25,000 35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- | 3. ;
0 b. REJECTZD b. APPLICART By .00 TION. (Naie ikt Talephows, muwbisy Enr)m(; Year wmonth day
[ © RETUSNED FOR | c. STATE .00 oate 19 80 09 30
= AMENDMENT d. LOCAL .00 Stephen D. Newman 37. REMARKS ADDED
g [ ¢. DEFERRED v OTHER 00| 202-343-4941
gi0e WITHDRAWN f.  TYOTAL s 50,000 .00 [ Yss (3tNo
38. 2. In taking abdovs aclicn, any comments receivad from clearinghouses were con. | b, FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL
sidered. (f agency response is due under provisions of Part 1, OM3 Circular A-95, (Name and telephons no.)
FEDERAL AGENCY it has been o is being made.
A-95 ACTION same as #35
STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 1 (10-75)
424101 o N Prescribed by GSA, Federci Monagement Circular 74-7
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Cont'd from Section I, Item 7:

is 7,683 square feet. Built in 1897-98, the South wing was added
in 1916-17 and is unidentifiable from the original construction.
The Courthouse is of classic design, and is considered a regional
architectural landmark. It features a gable terracotta tile roof
and a cornice and a dome of copper with four (4) clocks. The
building will continue to serve in its municipal capacity.

STANDARD FORM 424 PAGE 2 (10-75)



