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New York
COUNTY:

Broome
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

MY 2W

C OMMON:

Broome County Court ^ouse
AND/OR HISTORI C:

Broome County Court ^ouse
..

STREET ANCNUMBER:

Court street
CITY OR TOWN:

Binghamton
STATE

New York
3. CLASSIFICATION

036
COUNTY:

Broome 007
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H
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

□ District ^ Building

□ Site 1^ Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

Public 
□ Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition:

1 I In Process 
rn Being Considered

STATUS

[5 Occupied 
1 1 Unoccupied 
I I Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
Restricted

□ Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
rn Commercial 
I I Educational 
I 1 Entertainment

[~^ Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
1 1 Museum

□ Pork
I I Private Residence 
1 I Religious 
I I Scientific

□ Transportation

□ Other (Specify)

------ -A

I I Comments

[4. OWHER OF PROPERTY

OWNER’S NAME:

Broome County

____________ /-W „ ^

STREET AND NUMBER:

Court Street

N /lit''' j.

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Binghamton
[5. LOCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ^

New York

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Broome County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER:

Court Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Binghamton New York 036
representation IN EXISTING SURVEYS ^t^ ______________
TITLE OF SURVEY:

New York Statewide Survey
DATE OF SURVEY: 1968 □ Federal □C State I i County I I Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

New York State Division of Historic Preservation
STREET AND NUMBER:

South Swan Street Building
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
STATE:

New York 036
27th Congressional District Hon. Howard W. Robison



|7 QgSCRjPTION _____

CONDITION
I 1 Excellent 3 D

(Check One)

I 1 Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins CH Unexposed

(Check One)
PCI Altered □ Unaltered

(Check One)

□ Moved 0 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

^Broome County's Courthouse is a massive two and one-half 

story structure, built on a raised foundation, in the form of 
a Latin Cross and topped with an elegant copper dome. Origin­
ally constructed in a truncated T-shape, in^897-98, the south 
wing was added in 1916-17 to form the cross. The main struc­
ture is nine bays wide on the front or north elevation and 
three bays deep on the east and west elevations. The rec­
tangular addition measures 45 x 100 feet.

yOhio sandstone was chosen for construction of the exter­
ior walls and a masonry load bearing structural system is em­
ployed. The gabled roof is covered with terracotta tile and 
has copper cornices. ^

^ A copper dome rises from an octagonal base in the center' 
of the original structure. The lower drum has copper sheath­
ing, while the upper drum contains three semi-circular headed 
windows in each of the eight sections. Copper pilasters sep­
arate the sections and there is a balustrade at the base of 
each unit. The ribbed dome has circular face on each of the 
eight sides, with ornamental trim. Four of the eight faces 
are clocks and a second balustrade surrounds the dome. Iden­
tifying the county seat is a statue perched on an octagonal 
stone cupola atop the dome, and enclosed by an elaborate iron 
fence. ^

^On the north elevation is a two and one half story por­
tico supported by solid stone columns, with capitals, in the 
Ionic style. The portico's ceiling is cast iron and the stone 
pediment is faced with the coiinty seal in relief. One approach 
es the portico by means of a three sided staircase.

Interesting exterior features are the three window types 
that are employed. The frieze of the original structure has 
porthole windows, while the east and west pediments have lun­
ette windows. In the remainder of the structure are rectangu­
lar windows with earred frames, stone sills and keystones.

There are a total of seven chimneys, three on the west 
wing and four on the east wing.

Interiors are plain and functional and have received^^/^ 

various renovatlonsi over the years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or Mote as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian! CH 16th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 1897”98

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol

□ Prehistoric 
r~1 Historic 

n Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art

Commerce 
Communications 
Conservation

□
□
□
□

I I Education.

I 1 Engineering 
I I Industry 
I I Invention 
I I Londscope

Architecture 
Literature 
Military 
Music

□
□
□

H3C Political 
1 I Religion/Phi­

losophy 
Science 
Sculpture 
Socia l/Human- 

Itorian 
Theater 
T ransportation

□ Urboi

□
□
□
□
□ .S'

A notable part of nineteenth century governmental build­
ing in Broome County was the construction/of courthouses.
>The existing courthouse is the fourth er/ected in the century 
and the third built on the present site^ Erected in 1897-98 
and surrounded by a four and one half acre parcel of land, it 
is the focal point of the present governmental environment and 
will form the apex of the new governmental complex emerging to 
the south which is composed of State, County, and City offices

Considered a regional landmark the Courthouse is noted 
for its classical design and is an expression of the taste 
and workmanship exhibited at the close of the 19th century, 
particularly in the use of stone and copper.

IsaacPerry, architect for the New York State Inebriate 
Asylum in 1857, an^ later the Phelps Mansion and Perry Block, 
all in tlie Binghamton area, designed the Courthouse. Perry, 
who was appointed in 1883 by New York Governor Grover Cleve­
land as Commissioner of the State Capitol designed that build­
ing’s noted "Million Dollar Staircase."

The Courthouse, similar in design but larger and more ele­
gant than its predecessor, which was built in 1856 and burned 
in 1896, makes use in part of the previous foundation. The 
significant differences are
stone columns, and a copper dome. Many eyes are daily turned 
to the clock that adorns the dome, and which was a gift of 
Harvey Westcott,

Built at a cost of $130,000 by Miles Leonard, the Court­
house was expanded in 1916-17 with a $65,000 addition, by the 
Schaefer Construction Company.

As the fourth generation Broome County Courthouse the build 
ing, the largest and most elegant, has outserved its predeces­
sors, by functioning for over three-quarters of a century, as 
the County seat. It continues today as both a focal point and 
functional part of County government.
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10. geographical data
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW
NE
SE
SW

L ATITU DE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; ^ ^ Or ■

..
latitude AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
42 ° 05 ’ 51 ’

Degrees Minutes Seconds

75 ° 54 ’ 4l’

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUN

hi: FORM PREPARED BY

^ ^1973 ^
national
RPniCTC-D

COUNTY:
RFGISTSR

NAME AND Tl TLE;

Steven S. T.evy
ORGANIZATION

New York State Division of Histnrir- Prec;ervatT nn. April 1975
STREET AND NUMBER:

.Smit/h Building
CITY OR TOWN:

['i'2:""iTATE^Al^N OFFICER cjiflFt^llON

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National LH \ State □ Local [3
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology atyi Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

eepef of The National Register
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NEW YORK STATEo& RECREATION South Swan Street Building, South Mall, Albany, N.Y. 12223

Alexander Aldrich 
Commissioner

April 11, 1973

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

ij'

As the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed 
nomination to the National Register of Historic Places:

Broome County Courthouse, Broome County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by the 
Committee on the Registers in accordance with the criteria out­
lined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York State Division for Historic 
Preservation, the officially designated Preservation Agency, would 
welcome the opportunity to discuss this submission with your office

Sincerely,

ALEXANDER ALDRICH 
Statex-tiaison Officer

By:

F. L. RATH, JR. 
Deputy Commissioner
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE w&i wm.
Date Entered MAY 2 2 ^73

Name

IrooiM Court timum

Hon, Jacob K, Javit^^^° Notified
JSim, 4amm h* Buckloy 
goo. WUIlWB U^iSl 
Director, Northeast Region

Location

Bin^hanton 
Broome Ceninty

,-tf /

' . ; '
s

State gietoric I>reaermtion Offioer 
Mr. Alexander Aldrich, ComniseioBer 
Parks and B»crmktim 
Room 303t South Swan Street 

Building
Albany, New York 12223
NRowlandilmp 5-23-73



f£D£F?AL ASSISTANCE
□ PnEAPPUCATICN 

ACTION ^ APPLICATION 
i^iVr’Lu' □ HOTiriuMiON OF INTENT (OpL)
box) □ nEPOHT OF FEDERAL ACTION

2. APPLI­
CANTS 
APPLI­
CATION

0MB Approval No. 29-R0218

a. MUMPER 3. STATE a. NUMBER
HP78-1025 A^PLICA-

TION
ID£?<TI.
TIER

b. DATE
T’ear month day19 7 8 12 21

b. DATE
ASSIGNED

yaar month day
19

Lrave
Blank

A, LEGAL. APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

NYS Office of Parks & Recreation 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Agency Bldg. #1, Empire State Plaza 
Albany •- Couniy : Albany
New York g. zipco<j»: 12238
Orin Lehman

_______________ (518) 474-0443___________________________
7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANTS PROJECT

Brooms (j^nnnty r'r>nT-i-hruico Binghamton, BroomF* 
fv,jpT.T Proservation to include

•. Apgllcaal N<im

b. Orgtniiation Unit

c. Strtel/P.O. Box

d. City 
I. suit 
h. Contact P»non (-Vcpm

£ ieUpkonx 7/o.)

Research Report, window sash replacement, 
architect fees and.one project sign. The 
Broome County Courthouse is located in the 
Central Business District of downtown 
Binghamton; the approximate size of one stor’ 
of this 4 story building (CON'T SECT. IV)
10. AREA OF PROJECT I.MPACT (/Jr.mca of eiliss, countUa,

StaUa, ate.)

Broome County

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS BENEFITING

221,815

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.

14-6013200

PRO­
GRAM

(From
Federal
Catalog)

a. NUMBER[l | 5 | » |4 |1 | 1 [
b. TITLE

National Historic 
Preservation Act of 
1966

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 
^Stata H-Co.Tirminity Action Agency
^InUrstata |- Hisher Educational Institution
G-Suhstata J- Indian Trba

District K-Othar (Specifv):D-Cnunly
E-City
F-Sctiool District 
G-Soociai Purposa District J?nt«r appropriate letter

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Gasie Grant D-lnsuranca
Vsupplarasnfal Grant E-Other E„ter appro- I---- T
G-Loin priate Uiter(e) |A '

12. TYPE OF APPLICATION 
A-Nsw C-Ravision £-Augmentatisn 
B-Renewal D-Continuation j—

Enter appropriate tetter |z^

PROPOSED FUNDING 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF:

a. FEDERAL $ 25.000 .00 a. AFPLICAiNT b. PROJECT
b. applic.»ht| 25.000 .00 N/A 33
e. STATE ] I -CO 15. PROJECT START

D.'\72 y«ar tnoniU'a day 
19 ^74

17, PROJECTDURATION

q / 3 n / R n Month*d. LOCAL I .00

a. OTHER 1 .CO le. ESTIMATED DATE! TO
f~v |— ^linx.e f y

Year monib day
f. TOTAL 1 s 50.000 .00 DC oUHMITTtLU TO 

FEDERAL AGENCY ► 19

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (.Vor He or tie) 
A-Increasa Dollari F-Othar (Speeify): 
8-Dacreasa Collars 
C-Increcse Duration
D-Decressa Dursticfl ______________E-Cancellation

Enter appro­
priate letter(e)

19. EXISTING FEDERAL IDENTIFiC.ATIOM NUMBER

---------- ------------------ ---------------------------------------------- ...M... .... suuei LUU , IV. V..
D.S.Dept.of Interior. Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service.

21. REMARKS ADDED

1 n No
No T€‘ I2ejponnt
tponse attached

Ei □O □n n

THE
APPLICAHT
CERTIFIES
THAT>

23.
CERTIFYING
REPRE­
SENTATIVE

I. To the but ol my kncnlrl^t and baliaf, 
data in this prosppiication/ipplicaliDn era 
tnia and correct, tha document has been 
duly cutherieed by tbs governing bsdy af 
the applicant and tha tbplica.nt will comply 
with tha anached auuiancas if tha aasiat- 
anca is approved.

b. If renuired by 0MB Circular A-95 this appiloalion was submitted, pursuant to in­
structions therain, to appropriate clearinghouses and all responses are aiUched:

«) NYS 
(2)
(3)

Clearinghouse

a. TYPED NAitE AKO TITLE

Orin Lehman 
State Historic Preservation Of

SIGHATURE

rfc DATE SIGNED
y«or monlA day

» 78 12 27
24. AGENCY NAME

Department of the Interior
25. APPLIC.VTION
RECEIVED

y«6T mont/i daif
1978 12 29

26. OF.GAJCIZATiONJVL UNIT
HCRS

27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

Grants Admin. Div.
28. FEDERAL ArPl ICATION IDENTIFICATION

29. ADDRESS
Washington, D.C. 20243

31. ACTION TAKEN 
^ a. AWFXDED

□ b. ROECUD

□ c. RETUSNED FOR
AMENDMENT

□ d. DEFEREEO

□ a. WTHORAWN

32. FUNDING

a. FEDERAL J 25,000 .00

b. APPLICANT 25,000 .00

e, STATE .00

d. LOCAL .00

t. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL 5 50,000 .00

30. FEDERAL GRANTIDENT.FICAT.Oh^g_Qg5^3

FEDERAL AGENCY 
JL-95 ACTION

33. ACTION DATE^

Year month day
i9f?9 / J6

34.
starting

DATE 19

Year month day
79 01 01

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 
TION (Uam4 atid ttUphons numbtr)

Stephen D. Newman 
202-343-4941

y^ar month day
19 80 09 30

37. REMARKS ADDED

I. In (slung at:rv« adicn. any c»>T.mants recausd from dearinyhousra ware con* 
udtrad. If agency rfsponaa «a dua under provisions ol Part 1, OMd Circular A-95. 
It baa ta«n or is being raad«.

n QMo
b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OFFICIAL 

(Nama and tti^phona no.)

same as #35
424-101

DEC 2 9 1^ STANDARD FORM 424 P,\CE 1 (10-75) 
(Praaoribad by CSAt Fedtrci Uanagtmcat Cireuiar 74^7




