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STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

Putnam
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

JUL ^4 1972
Ih NAME

Old Southeast Church
and/or HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

________ State Route 22. South of intersection with Putnam Lake Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Brewster
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CODE COUNTY: CODE
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CATEGORY

(Check One)
OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

District □ Building ^
Site □ Structure □

Object □

Public □
Private

Both LU

Public Acquisition:
In Process Q
Bein^ Considered [Zj

Occupied m]
Unoccupied

Preservation work 
in progress □

Yes:
Restricted

Unrestricted □ 
No: □

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural □ Government □ Park □Commercial □ Industrial □ Private Residence □Educational IS Military D Religious □
Entertainment □ Museum □ Scientific □

Transportation 
Other (Specily)

r~| Comments 

□ -------

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNERS NAME:

Title Disputed Bv: Doane Com.stork r.qPF rONTTNIIATinN SHF.FTU
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Brewster
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ____________________

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Putnam County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Carmel
STATE

Npw Yn-rV

CODE

C
O

U
N

TY:

P
ut]

1ft
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1.5 aCrOS

fltLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal [~1 State □ County □ Local Q

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE: CODE

Congressional District ff27 
Rep. John G. Dow
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[7. description ____________ ________ ' _________ _
CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent □ Good Fair □
(Check One) 

Deteriorated Q Ruins □ Unexposed □

(Check One)
Altered □ Unaltered (3

(Check One)

Moved □ Original Site 0

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Erected on a hillside, the Old Southeast Church stands two stories 
in height, and measures four bays in width on the north and south ele­
vations, and three on the east and west. When it was originally con­
structed in 1793-1794, the building confoimed to the meetinghouse plan 
of the Eighteenth Century, with the entrance on the south side, opposite 
the pulpit. According to the minutes of the Congregation, the building 
committee was authorized to construct a meeting house measuring fifty 
feet by thirty-eight feet, and was granted "...liberty to take such 
parts of the old meetinghouse as they might think best."l The com­
mittee was instructed "...to paint the outside, lath and plaster said 
hoiose and hang pew doors, stairs and pulpit and canopy made... interior 
viiitewashed or polished."^

^On March 5, 1830 the structure was partially damaged by fire. In 

the process of rebuilding, the church was altered stylistically: the 
entrance was moved to the west side, the belfrey added, the balcony 
re-oriented, and partitions erected at the west end of the balcony and 
at the entrance to create a vestibule. The clapboards on the exterior 
date from 1830 as does the ornamental segmental arch near the peak 
of the gable on the west or entrance facade. Two brick chimneys which 
were added on the north and south sides near the western end of the struc­
ture were partially dismantled and are now apparent only in the garret 
and the sanctuary./

The interior focuses on the pulpit which stands at the western end 
of the church between two interior doors which give access to the 
sanctuary from the vestibule. Doric columns support the gallery on : ) 
three sides of the sanctuary, and support the ceiling. Distinctive 
among the features of the interior are the vertical wainscoting beneath 
the chair rail, the painted and grained pews, and the paneling of the 
gallery parapet and of the beams which support the gallery floor. The 
structure, free from Twentieth Century changes is still lit by fixtures 
installed during the last half of the Nineteenth Century.

Directly west of the Old Southeast Church stand a schoolhouse and 
the foundations of a carriage house. A one-story frame structure 
measuring three bays by one bay, the schoolhouse is believed to be 
among the oldest school buildings in the county.
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^Quoted in William S. Pelletreau, History of Putnam County 
(Philadelphia: W.W. Preston, 1886J, pp.447-448.

^Quoted in Pelletreau, p. 448.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century Q

15th Century □ 17th Century Q

18th Century 
19th Century ^

20th Century □

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) 1794l 1830

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal Education □ Political □ Urban Planning □Prehistoric □ Engineering □ Rel igion/Phi- Other (Specify)

Historic □ Industry □ losophy □ Architecture
Agriculture □ Invention □ Science □Art □ Landscape Sculpture □Commerce □ Architecture □ ■ Social/Human­

Communications □ Literature □ itarian □Conservation □ Military □ Theater □Music □ Transportation □
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Since its construction, the Old Southeast Church has been the 
commanding architectural feature and one of the few remaining land­
marks of the early settlement of Doanesburg, the principal hamlet of 
eastern Putnam County until the railroad diverted population and 
enterprise west to Brewster. A well-proportioned, sinple frame 
structure, the church was originally constructed in 1794 as a meet­
ing house, but it was altered after a fire in 1830. ^

The first church in Philipps' Precinct was constructed of logs 
circa 1735-1743, and was replaced by a frame structure circa 1761, 
According to the minutes of the meeting held on January 10, 1793, 
the Society voted to build a larger "...meeting house to be set at 
or near tne place where the present house now stands."! The com­
mittee appointed "...for the purpose of hurrying on the said build­
ing...." consisted of John Waring, David L. Deforest and Joseph 
Crane, Jr.-^ Delayed by sickness among the workmen, the construction 
was conpleted by June 1794 at a cost of approximately t 750. 
Partially damaged by fire on March 5, 1830, the church was repaired 
and simultaneously altered at a cost of $1,115.00.

^Quoted in Pelletreau, p. 447.
2Quoted in Pelletreau, pp. 447-448.
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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COMMON: Old Southeast Church
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

State Route 22. South o£ intersection with Putnam Lake Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Brewster

New York Putnam 079
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SOURCE:

U.S. Dept. o£ the Interior, Geological Survey, 7.5 Minute Ser:
1:24000
1958

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK STATE PARKS & RECREATION Agency Building 1, Empire State Plaza. Albany, New York 12238 Information 518 474-0456
Orin Lehman, Commissioner

May 12, 1976

Mr. Charles Herrington 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Dept, of the Interior 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Herrington:
Re: Old Southeast Church

Brewster Vicinity 
Putnam County, New York

This is to advise you that the title dispute over the above property 
has been resolved.

The old Southeast Church on approximately 1 acre of land is now 
owned by the Brewster Presbyterian Church, Main Street, Brewster, New York 
10509. The present pastor is Rev. John D.M. Davies.

The old schoolhouse and approximately 1/2 acre of land noted in 
the Description, #7, is now owned by Mr. Doane Comstock, attorney, 82 
Main Street, Brewster, New York 10509.

If you have further questions, contact L.E. Gobrecht, Historic 
Preservation Program Assistant.

Sinc^ely,

Larry 'S^bredht 
Historic Preservation Program Assistant 
Historic Preservation Field Services

LG/jf

cc: Grants-in-Aid File
Doane Comstock
Brewster Presbyterian Church
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST Parks & Recreation • State Campus • Albany, N.Y. 12226 • 518 457-4194

Louis C. Jones
Chairman

Conrad L. Wirth
Vice-Chairman

Ewald B. Nyquist 
Seymour H. Knox 
John H. G. Pell 
Laurance S. Rockefeller 
Mildred F. Taylor
C. Mark Lawton

Director
May 26, 1972

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
Please find attached the nomination form for the 

OLD SOUTHEAST CHURCH in Brewster, Putnam County. We 
would greatly appreciate it if your staff could expe­
dite the entry of this building on the National Register. 
The church will appear on our warrent for National 
Park Service Grants for the next fiscal year and of 
course, must meet the June 1, 1972 deadline for entry 
on the Register. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Lewis C. Rubenstein 
Senior Historian

LCR/kl 
Enc.

. ■ „ ;■

i

■1

'i

state of New York • Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor • Parks & Recreation • Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE ««j vrsmt
Date Entered Jl’L 2 4 1972

Name

L
i^atson (Ja^s) Housa 

Old Southeast Church /

St. James Church

Platbush Town Hall

Fulton county Courthouse
/'

Fort Herkimer Omrch

The Block House

The Admiral*8 House

Jay (John) Homestead

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits 
H(XA* James h» ISmikl&y 
Bsn. Bella S. Abzug 
Ron. John a, J)o%f

Director, Northeast Region 

HR NRowland;mm 7/20/72

Location

Hefw York
Hew York County

Brewster 
Putnam County

New York
New York County

Brooklyn 
Kings County

Jolmstown 
Fulton County.

Port Herkimer, Town of German Flatta 
Herkimer County

New York
New York County

New York
New York County

Katonah
Westchester County

State hlaisoit Officer 
Dr. Louis C. Jones 
Oialman, mv York Stats Historic 

Trust
Park® and Reereation 
Building Z - State CamE>us 
Albany, Raw York 12226

I ..'■-I
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FEDERAL ASSISTANCE

*• Of'’® □ preapplication
ACTION g] APPLICATION

iSiV^ □ notification of intent (Opt)
□ REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION

2. APPLI- a. NUMBER 3. STATE a. NUMBER
CANrS HP78-7017 APPLICAe

TION
APPLI­ b. DATE 1 luniOENTI* b. DATE y«ar month dayCATION 19 "7T FIER

ASSIGNED 19

4. LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT

Leav*
Blank

•. Applteint Naim 
b. OrgiAlatlon Unit
c. Straet/P.O. Cn ;
<. CtV :
f. Stitc ;
b. Ccftticl PtrsM <^am« 

ift telepkont No.) :

NYS Office of Parks & Recreation 
Division for Historic Preservation 
Agency Bldg. #1, Eitpire State Plaza 
Albany *■ County ; Albany
New York g. ziPCodo: 12238
Orin Lehman 
(518) 474-0443

7. TITLE AND DESCRtPTIC^' OF APPLICANT’S PROJECT^

Old Southeast Church, "Brewster, gutnaip CQim]|;y, ,Wy 
Acquisition to include the oid Southeast Church and 
one project sign. The Church stands on approximately 
one acre of land that is still rural in character, 
with meadows and a pond providing the neighboring 
view. The 1794 clapboard structure is about 50 feet 
long and 38 feet wide; a relatively unmodified sur- 
vlval of its period of rural architecture, it has
to. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Wnmcj o/eiitV,.

Stcta. «lc.)
Putnam County

11. ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS BENEFITING
56,696

PROPOSED FUNDING

a. FEDERAL 1 5.000 .oo”
b. APPLICANT 5,050 .00
e. STATE -C9

d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL s 10,050 .00

14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF:

«. APPLICANT
N/A

la PROJECT START

b. PROJECT
25

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
BE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDERAL AGENCY ►

17. PROJECT DURATION
9/30/80

a FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO.
14-6013200

PRO-
GRAM
(From
Fcd^rol
Catalog)

a. NUMBER |l |5|> |9|0|4|
b. TITU

National Historic 
Preservation Act of 
1966

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPIENT
H-Communify Act cn Ajancy

^IntanUta i- HIsher Educational Institution
C-SubsUtt J- Indian Tr bt

District K-0th«r {Sutcify):D-County
£-C)!v
F-School District -----------------------------------------
Q-Spaclal Purpoaa .—,

District junior appropriate letter

9. TYPE OF ASSIST ANCE 
A'Baxie Grant O^lnauranet
B-Supplamsntal Grant E-Othar appro- I—r

priate Utter($) {A IC-Loan

12. type of APPLICATION 
A>New C-Rayiilen E-^ugnantatiofl
B-RanewaJ O-Contimiftion p—j

Ente^ appropriate letter [a |

15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For its or lie) 
A>lncr»ata Oollir* F-Othar (5p«ei/y):
B'DacreaM Dollars 
C-Incraast Duration 
D-Occraasa Ddraticn E-><;ancallation

I
Afont?>n

appro-
pridfn Utter(e) jrrry<sr montA day 19. EXISTING FEDE.HAL IDENTiriCATION NUMBER

U.S. Dept, of Interior, H. C, R.

THE
APPLICANT
CERTIFIES
THAT>

23.
CERTIFYING
REPRE­
SENTATIVE

e, ZIP cede) 20240
Service, Washington D.C.

a. To tho d«ct of my hnemlad::* and baliaf, 
data in this prMPpiication/apolication art 
trua and corract, tho documant has boon 
duly Bulhari’ad by tho lovtrainf body af 
tho ippHcont and tho applicant «Ui comply 
with tho attached assurancn it tho amIsI* 
anco Is aporpvsd.

21. REMARKS ACOEO 
^ y«5 □ N&

b. If roquirtd by 0MB Circuior A-95 this application was subniittad. pursuant to in- cloa.inihoi•tructions tharain, to appropriata cloa. inghouses and all roiponsas art attochod:
No re-tpootto

Re.'poruie
attached

<» NYS 
(2)
O)______

Clearinghouse

.. TYPED MAKE AND TITU
Orin Le.'iman By F. L. Rath, Jr. 
State Historic Preservation Of

b. 8IGRATURE

icer
24. AGENCY NAME

Department of the Interior
26. ORGANIZATION/.L UNIT Heritage 

CJonservation & Recreation Service
27. ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE Grants 
Administration Division

□□
□□n

c. DATE SICNED
I'nr

19 78
snonf.H

07
ifay
24

25. APPUCA- y«ar month day
p‘r^EIVF.0 19 78“Q“50

! 2*- fi^?EPAL^AFPl,ICATION

29. ADDRESS
WashinfTton, D* C. 20240

31. ACTION TAKEN 
a. AffAEOED

□ b. REJECTED
□ c. RHUPnED FOR

AMEKDMEKT

□ 4. DEFERRED
□ a. WITHDRAWR

32. FUNDING

a. FEDERAL * 5.000 .00
b. APPLICANT .5 050 .00
e. STATE .00

d. LOCAL .00

a. OTHER .00

f. TOTAL s TO n=;n .00

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A-95 ACTION

y*ar
19 7833. ACTION DATE ►

35. CO_MTACT FOR* ADDITIONAL

moiUA

09
day

22

30. FEDERAL CR'.NT lDfc.NTlF!CA«-tO* 36-8385
.V.
smarting

- - ____________ INFORMA­
TION (Adorno and lairpAana nwmbar)

Stephen D. Newman 
202-523-547?

78

jAt:

9
i6. 
EN':iNG year moirtA

19 80 9
day

30
?7. REV •r.KC ADDED

a. In taikinc abova action, any commants recalvad from elanringhoutrs w«ra ton- 
sidtrad. II agancy rasponsa ia dut undar provisions of Part I, 0MB Circular A-95.
it bai batn or is baing mada.

f] Y*» ^No

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-95 OmCIAL 
{Name and telephone n..} Sane as j^55

424-101 STANDARD FORM 434 P.TOE 1 (10-75) 
rfMtrati »g csa. /-.Smi M.iu««imiU Cir..l.r 74-7
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SECTION tV-REMARKS (PUa*t referenet the proper item number from Seetione /, II or III, if applieabte)

I..'

neither heat, lighting other than kerosene, lanterns or plumbing. A degree of 
elegance exists in Its Interior due to pleasing proportions, simplicity of 
style and the nicety of mouldings, columns, doors and windows. It was the third 
structure of the first church in Phlllpse Patent (all of Putnam County) that was 
founded in 1735 by Elisha Kent, who later formed the first rural Presbytery in 
New York State. The structure, though not a working parish church, will hold 
interdenominational services regularly. It will be used mainly as a community 
oriented center for educational purposes, including seminars, concerts and so on.
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