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€ ocated on the northeast corner of Salina and James Streets
the Community Chest Building“is a restrained High Victorian
office building which compliments its bolder contemporary neigh-
bors on the east side of Clinton Square. The five and one half
story building has masonry bearing walls, and a steel frame.’/
The masses of the rectangular building are arranged so that
there is a slightly projecting corner pavilion and a terminal
pavilion on the James Street side. The Salina Street facade was
originally twenty-two feet wide, but between 1926 and 1940, a
twenty-two foot addition was constructed on the north. This
addition was designed to match the original portion and is well
integrated into the total design. The James Street facade is
eighty-six and one half feet wide. bii?

The building with straight-topped and round-arched windows,
end gables; a round corner turret, and a roofline broken by a
profusion of gables, gablets, and dormers exhibits some features
of what was known at the time of construction as the Queen Anne
style,

Reflecting the late nineteenth century preference for vari-
ety of color and texture the building contains several combina-
tions of structural and facing materials. Above the first floorn
which has rusticated regular ashlar walls, the walls are brick.
The ruddy color comes from this use of Trenton pressed brick
and Carlisle red sandstone. Some of the first and second story
windows reflecting the original interior space are grouped
under flat segmental stone arches with keystones./ Separating the
upper stories are stonebands. There is an ornate brick cornice
with a freize with spiral decoration. Windows above the second
floor have ashlar quoins except those in the central portion of
the James Street facade. On the fifth story the arched windows
on the Salina Street facade and on the pavilions are closely
grouped. On the fifth floor three pairs of windows in the
central section of the James Street facade are in slightly pro-
jecting bays supported by corbels and terminated by gablets.

The corner pavilion has end gables each of which contains
terra cotta floral decoration above three windows. The terminal
pavilion, a part of the James Street facade, has a similar gable.
The pavilions have high hip roofs with crowning finials. The
parapet on the Salina Street addition is broken by two pediment
dormers.

Because the corner is clipped below the fifth story, there
is an elaborate corbel supporting the resulting projection. A
turret with conical roof projects from this clipped corner on
the second story level.
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SECTION 7 DESCRIPTION CONTINUED

The interior has been altered but a few notable original
features remain. In the basement are several of the bank vaults
and the marble wainscoted entrance hall. The stairways have
handsome iron railings. A two story banking room originally
occupied the first and second floors. This room had a balcony
but now a complete floor has been added. The mahogany paneled
ceiling of the original room remains intact on the second floor.
There is also an office with paneling on the second floor and a
mahogany paneled chimney breast in a room on the sixth floor.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Community Chest Building (originally the Third
National Bank) dating from the late nineteenth century is an
integral part of the east side of Clinton Square in downtown
Syracuse., Due to its size and restrained decoration, the
masonry building warrants recognition on its own merits, but
its significance is increased by its location at t late
nineteenth century commercial center of Syracuse. When the
Director of the Third National Bank contracted for constructiob
of this building, the Erie Canal went through the square.

This bank with its neighbors, the Syracuse Savings Bank and

the Onondaga County Savings Bank, stands as tangible evidence
of the scope and magnititude of the commerce of Syracuse in the
late nineteenth century.

Archimedes Russelff/a Syracuse architect, designed the

five and one half story building which was constructed in 1885
and 1886 with John Moore acting as contractor. Russell (1840-
1915) had previously designed Park Central Presbyterian Church
in Syracuse built in 1871, Camillus Baptist Church in Camillus
dating from 1879-80, and Otsego County Courthouse, Cooperstown|,
built in 1880, Later, he was the architect of John R. Crouse
College at Syracuse University built in 1889 and of the pre-

sent Onondaga County Courthouse which was constructed in 1901.

///éetween 1926 and 1940, the building was enlarged when a
wing was constructed on James Street. Interior renovation was
done in 1945 when Onondaga County purchased the building for
use by the Veteran's Assistance Bureau and other county offices
and in 1956 when the Community Foundation of Syracuse and
Onondaga County, Inc., purchased the building., It continues
to function as an office building for this group and for
other organizations., ,<<leL§]\tb :
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST Parks & Recreation ¢ State Campus e Albany, N.Y. 12226 ¢ 518 457-4194

Louis C. Jones
Chairman

Conrad L. Wirth
Vice-Chairman

Ewald B. Nyquist March 3 1972
Seymour H. Knox !

John H. G. Pell

Laurance S. Rockefeller

Mildred F. Taylor

C. Mark Lawton

Director

Dr. William Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places

801 19th Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust,
the officially designated State Preservation Agency,
and as the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the
enclosed nomination to the National Register of His-
toric Places:

Community Chest Building, Syracuse, Onondaga
County

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved
by the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preser-
vation in accordance with the criteria outlined in Sec-
tion 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust would welc

e the/opportunity
to discuss this submission with your ofgfi

Si
‘~

Louis Cg¢ Jones

Chairman

!

State of New York e Nelson A. Rockefeller, Governor e Parks & Recreation e Alexander Aldrich, Commissioner
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l Community Chest Building

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits

Hon. James L. Buckley
Fon, James M. Hanley

Director, Northeast Region
l HR NRowland:mm 9/23/72

Location

Onondlaga County

State Liaison Officer

Mr. Alexander Aldrich
Commissioner of Parks & Recreation
New York State Historic Trust
Parks and Recreation

Room 303

Bouth Swan Street Building
Albany, New York 12223



