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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

NEW YORK
COUNTY:

NEW YORK
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

nnr 1 8 1922
|i. name _________________________ _______ _^

COMMON:

Municipal Building
AND/OR HISTORIC:

A-2, LOCATION - r ^ Ci, :

3. CLASSIFICATION

H

U

CD

0£

I-

(/)
Z

UJ

liJ

«/)

STREET AND NUMBER:

ChaMiborg PAn+rA g+rAA-t
CITY OR TOWN:

Maw York
STATE

-Mew York

COUNTY:

CATEGORY
(Check One)

□ District ^ Building 
n Site I I Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

rjj Public
□ Private

□ Both

Public Acquisition:

□ In Process 
n Being Considered

STATUS

S Occupied

□ Unoccupied

□ Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

fC] Restricted 
I I Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE fCtiecfc One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
I 1 Commercial 
1 I Educational 
I I Entertainment

X~l Government 
I I Industrial 
□ Military 
r~l Museum

□ Park
I I Private Residence 
I I Religious 
I I Scientific

r~l Transportation CD Comments 
□ Other (Specify) ______________

[4. -OWHER OF PROPERTY '■ - ~ ..... ' ~~

.nr
OWNER’S NAME:

City of New York
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

New York
■OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION............................................. ......................................................................
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

New York County Hall of Records.
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

:SI Dhawbors

New York
REPRESSNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

New York
■

TITLE OF SURVEY:

___ New York City Landmarks Prt
DATE OF SURVEY: ^

VEY REfcc

I I Federal
ssion

□ State □ County Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

___New.York Oity Landmarksstreet AND NUMBER: '

395 Broadway
CITY OR TOWN:

New York New York
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W. OESCHfTION __________________________ 
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CONDITION

(Check One)
K1 Excellent [Zl Good Q Fair □ Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins O Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
1 1 Altered [3 Unaltered □ Moved >□ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL, (iI known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Nuffib«r of stories: The skyscraper riiesito a height of 25 stories with
a multi storied tower above.

Number of bays:

Layout and/or shape 
of plan:

Na11 construction: 

Structural system: 

Roof, cornice:

Porches:

The West (front) facade on Center Street is 25 bays 
wide, the north and south ends are each three bays 
wide; the East facade is 25 bays wide.

The building is a shallow shape In plan.

The walls are of Ashlar granite

The building is steel frame construction.

The north and south ends are capped by low pavl11 Ion 
roofs which are connected to the central tower by rc^f 
decks. There Is a heavy stone cornice with a band of,-, 
stone ornament carried on modi 11 ions at roof deck level.

On the west side,th«re is a monumental freestanding scresn 
of columns across the front incorporating a central class­ical triumphal arch motif. There is an open loggia unde^ 
the south wing.

Other notqble features: This large building is designed to bridge Chambers
Street by means of a handsome barrel-vaulted passageway. 
The tower is crowned by two tiers of columns of diminish 

^ r *”9 proportions, supporting a statue. Four low wner
turrets make the transition from the square tower to the 
curved upper portions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Municipal Building, designed by Williara M. Kendall of the well knowi 
architectural firm of McKim, Mead 4 White, represents an early attempt to coo 
many city agencies and deparfments under one roof. This building was one of 
the first great civic office buildings and set a precedent followed in many 
other cities.

PERIOD (Check One or More as i4pproprfafe^
□ Pre-Columbian 1 □ 16th Century

1 I 15th Century Q 17th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Jt Applicable and Known)

I I 18th Century 
■I I 19th Century

T?T2«T4--------

yi 20th Century

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 
n Prehistoric 
□ Historic 

n Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art

Commerce 
Communications 
Conservation

Bl
□
□
□
□

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Education

Engineering

Industry

Invention

Landscape

Architecture

Literature

Military

Music

□
□
□
□
□
□

Political

Religion/Phi.

losophy 
Science 
Sculpture 
Socio l/Humon- 

itarian 
Theater 
Transportation

n Urbari'Planning

□ Othbr rspeci

In style, the building draws Inspiration from both Roman antique and 
Italian Renaissance sources. Its monumental screen of Corinthian columns 
linking the two side wings, dominated by the triumphal arch motif where it 
spans Chambers Street, is Roman in inspiration. The entablature which crowni 
this.screen of columns extends around the eotld4 building, unifying the 
composition. Above this level a smooth ashlar shaft of masonry, pieceed by 
windows, rises to a pseudo-loggia surmounted by a handsome cornice, maintain* 
ing the analogy between the "skyscraper" and the classical column: both con­
sisting of base, shaft and capital. .

The central tower, which rises above Chambers Street, displays classics 
profile, surmounted by Adolph A. Weirman's Heroic figure of "Civie Fame" In 
copper, twenty feet high, poised on a large copper bail.

One of the most daring features of this innovative design was the bridg^ 
ing of Chambers Street. The Street, passing through the main body of the 
building itself, separates It into two lobbies from which banks of elevators 
rise to serve the upper floors. The actual passage for the street itself Isi 
made beneath the barrel vault which is ornemiented by bas-relief panels in 
which the Italian Renaissance decorative motifs are reminiscent of those of 
the entrance to the main courtyard at the Palazzo Farnese in Rome.

South of the elevator lobby the building is raised on columns with 
vaults of Guastavino tile, providing free pedestrian access and circulation. 
Thus the-fanllding anticipaiutl lha 2BHi ceiituiy coiicepT of opening up the 
bui-l4-ing at ground floor' I6v^l.~

It should be noted that this is one of the few buildings in New York 
City, which was designed as a terminal feature , visually closing the vista 
along Chambers Street, and creating a bounded space in contrast to the end­
less vista of most of other New York streets, as established by the monoton­
ous grid plan.
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»■ MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ____________ ■ ’
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Files of New York City Lancbnarks Preservation Coorolssiqfernrf
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I to. CiOGRAPHiCAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

0
D

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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LATITUDE LONGITUDE
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROP.ERTY^ Under onaiacre
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE:!.) ;

STATE: ,

STATE:

!

CODE COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

CpOE

ni. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND T1 TLE: {♦

_______Stephen S. Lash and Ellen Rosebrock, Associates
ORGANIZATION ,

______ New York City Landmarks CaeiAnarks Coqimisslon
DATE

Sept 14, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway
CITY OR tOWN:

New York
STATE

New Tprk
t2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFtCA l ION [ NATIONAL REOlSTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Registeflinli certify that it has been 
evaluated according'to the tri^?ia and procedures set 
forth by the National ParkService. The recommended 
level of signiiicande of tMis nomination is:

Name ________________ _____________

Title Chairman. N.Y.State Historic Trus

' " ,i ■ ■

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register. •

Date £14 7 12^

Chief, Office at Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

1mKeeper of ThefNational Register

Date

Date / ‘— I fy ’ 7^
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, , PROPERTY

JtLu/JL/u,
a______ STATE /y]/

DATE OF RECEIPT

DATA PAGE 
PHOTO (S) •
PHOTO DESCRIPTION (S) 
MAP (S)
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) ■ 
LOGGED
ACKNOWLEDGE ____

RESUBMIT

d3ih 0 YES

d}///'?X

NO NUMBER REGISTER:,

/
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REVIEW •' ^ -
j O-------- -

HISTORIAN

%

ARCHEOLOGIST

ARCHITECT
AZS-7:l

ASST. KEEPER

KEEPER

WRITER/EDITOR

CHIEF, OAHP
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EDITORIAi. PROCESSING, EDITOR

Federal Registry Entry //'" 0 ~ 0 Annual Edition Entry

LOGGED OCT 1 8 1972 CARD OCT 18 1972

COMMENTS: WORKING NUMBER
A3 A y 7^

:CONGRESSIONAL DIST.
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

New York
FOR NPS USE ONLY

^nr-r DATE

OCT i u lU/fc

Municipal Building 7T
............

AND/OR HISTORIC:

h-
u
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[2. LOCATIC^ .............. r ../>.
STREET AND NUM BER:

ifih«fnhftr«t ?>+ Centre Street
CITY OR TOWN:

New York

ri ^ ^

H STATE: CODE county: \^\ CODE

New York New Yorks^ 06 1
$. kAP REFERgNCe ........................ ............—

MSGS Quadrangle. 7.5' Series. Jersey City, N. J. ~ N.Y.
lij

lU
«/)

SCALE: I ;24000

sm
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE TrvTT YQpv

Date Entered OCT

Name

First National City Bank 

Honicipal Building

Coeynans (Ariaanje) House

South Street Seaport

VTalnut Grove

Also Notified

Kon. Jacob K. Javits 
Jfion. JasiQS L. Buckley 
Hon. Bella s. Al>jug 
Isoa. Sarauel S. Stratton 
Hon. James F. Hastings 
Director .. Northeast Region

NRowland-.mm 10/17/72

Location

New York
New York County

Hew York
New York County

Coeyj&ans 
Albany County

Hew York
New York Covmty

Jaaestotm 
Chautauqua County
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Stato Liaieon Officer
^r. M^>T=:n<?.er Alcli*?xh 
Co£9»issioaer of Barks C Recreation 
Room 303, Couth Swan Street Building 
Albany, Eew York 12223


