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[DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of stories: The house consists of five stories including
an English basement at street level, ,

- Number of bays: The principal (north) facade is three bays wide,
Layout and/or shape of plan: The house is rectangular in plan,

Wagl construction: The walls are constructed of stone, which is

Top four stories. .

Structural system: The structural system is masonry bearing wall
construction. ‘

' Roof, cornice: There is a flat roof surmounted by a balustrade,
' The overhanging cornice is supported on consule brackets

above an elaborate scallop shell frieze.with dentils.

Other notable features: At the first floor voluted keystones adorn
the flat arches of the windows, while the door in the center
has a carved cartouche, The principal feature of the second
story is a richly carved balcony resting on - 1arge console
brackets, Oyer the second story windows the cornice rests on
handsome ancones, The central window head at the second
story supports a small rectangular balcony with ornately de-
signed ironwork, and the window above it is crowned by an
arched pediment, A horizontal beltcourse separates the
fourth and fifth floors, A refinement may be found in the
reduced size of the windows as they ascend and in the com-
parable reduction in importance of their enframements.

rusticated at the base and ashlar (except for qu01ns) at the :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The building which now functlons as the headquarters of the America-
Istael Cultural Foundation was designed in(1898 by the renowned arch-
itectural firm of McKim, Mead and White, After study abroad, Charles
Follen McKim, William Rutherford Mead, and Stanford White formed their
partnership in 1880y and rose steadlly to fame as the designers of many
of the most famous buildings of the turn of the century, The five-
story residence on East 5lith Street was erected between 182§~§g§.1900,
and was first occupied by Wiliiam H, Moore (1848-1923), a Chicago in-
dustrialist who was a founder of the United States Steel Cprporation and
the American Can Company,

Designed in the Renaissance flevival vocabulary as interpreted from
English town houses of the 18th century, this building neatly balances
the sober and the sumptuous, It divides itself into three parts hori-
zontally: the high rusticated basement level which contains the entrance-
way; the three-story living section; and the attic crowned by a projecting
cornice carried on shelf brackets and supporting a parapet which alternateé
balustraded and solid sections, Quoins define the sides of the facade,
and above the basement level the masonry is smooth, emphasizing the ;
shadows created by the heavy relief of the window and door enframements,
balconies and cornices, The basement level doorway, framed in stone,
features a cartouche directly above its center. The lintels of the two
flanking windows at basement level have console-keystones which, together
with four larger consoles, support the large second story balcony, The
windows on the sécond story have straight lintels on consoles, and the
lintel above the center window supports a delicately patterned cast iron
balcony., The third story is the center of the composition of the
facade, which is organized symmetrically. The central aperture of this
central level is made the focal point of the design, carrying a segmental
lintel and opening onto the cast iron balcony, Windows on the fourth
story are more simply framed than those below, and this level is separated
from the fifth or attic story by a beltcourse of stone, There is a wide
cornice below the balustrade with medallions, dentils and horizontal
brackets, terminating in a flat cornice which carries the strongly pro-
jecting roof parapet.

This building is notable as a magnificent solution to the classic
problem of adapting historical styles to the New York streetscape, fa-
cilitated in this case by the use of a double, 50 foot lot, Now occupied
by a philanthropic organization, it also illustrates the possibilities Sor
g™ i e , i :
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Stephen S, Lash, Associate

ORGANIZATION

DATE

STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway

New York Ci ty Landmarks PreservationCommission

Hualsr 201071
e e e B

CITY- OR TOWN:

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Bervice. The recommended
level of significante of/th§s nomination is:

National ‘State Local []]
Name e

Title Chairman, New York S

Historic Trust

19 X 191/

Date

STATE CODE

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Q=11 {

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic mm-:-

MAR 16 1972
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ATTEST:

per of The National 7gister
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USGS Quadrangle, 7,5 minute series Central Park, N.Y.- N,J,
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SEE
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! 1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.
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Director, Northeast Region

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE v YOER

Date Entered MAR 1 6 1972

Name Location
Hocore {(William H.) Houss Kew York

tiew York County

Sailors' Snug Harbor Hational Ragistex Raw Brighton, Statem Island
Sistrict. Ricizeond County

Teall {Oliver) Bouse Syracuse
: Onondaga County

Gere (Robert) Bank Puilding . 8yracuse
w : Cneandava County

The Raformad Chuxch ' Sorkiney
Horkimer County

Lighthouse Hew York
New York County
~
Fochestey Savings Bank Rochestor
; Honroe County

Pasturce Proseyvation District © Albany
" Albany County

Eon. Jacob K. Javits Alsoc Notified Btate Liaison Officer

Hon. James L. DBuckley pr. Louis C. Jones

Hon., Pdward I. ¥och Chairman

: : New York EState lilstoric Trust
Hon. John M. Murphy Parks and Becreation

Hon. Jamag Y. Henley Building 2 - State Campus
Hon. Alexandey Pirnie Albany, New York 12226

Ecine Caricton J. xKiug
¥on. Frank J. Horton'



