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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

I. NAME m
Old Brooklyti Fire Headquarters

AND/OR HISTORIC;

[2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

36^~36? Jay Street. Borough of Brooklyn

3. CLASSIFICATION

DO

z
o

u
=J

DO

z

CATEGORY

(Check One)

□ District Xl Building

□ Site Q Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

IJ Public 
□ Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition: 
n Process 
i \ Being Considered

STATUS

QQ Occupied

0 Unoccupied

1 1 Preservation work
in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
£] Restricted 
r~] Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
1 I Commercial 
I I Educational 
I I Entertainment

I I Government 
I 1 Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
n Private Residence 
1 I Religious

□ Scientific

I I Transportation Comments

14. OWNERS PROPERTY

lU
LU

OWNER’S NAME:

_____ City of New York, Fire Department , ''Id
STREET AND NUMBER:

Municipal Building, Borough of Brooklyn
Cl TY OR TOWN:

New York
[5. LOCATION OF LEGAL OESCR|PTION~

U-

New‘York , ^
m

-i

•f

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Glty Bekl8ter*k^Of£iek« Etagi Co«Bt7
STREET AND NUMBER:

Miinicpial Building* Borough of Brooklyn
1

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

New York New York 36
0. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

_____ New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission
DATE OF SURVEY: Aprll 19f 1966 □ Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission

I I State X I County Q Local

STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway
CITY OR TOWN:

New York
STATE:

—gem York

Rep. John J, Rooney

STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

Kings
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

CITY OR TOWN:

New York
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

New York :J6 Kings

at



17. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

(Check One)
Excellent d] Good Q Fair d) Deteriorated d] Ruins dl Unexposed

(Check On^
dl Altered ^ Unaltered

(Check One)

I I Moved J] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of storiesr The main building consists of four
stories and the tower seven*

of baysr The main building and the tower are each 
•ne bay wide*

Layout and/or shape of plan: The firehouse and the tower
rectangular in plan.

Wall construction: At street,level, the walls consist of,rgd 
granite with superior red sandstone base 
and trim. Above, the walls are generally 
of dark brown roman brick with terra cotta 
detail.

Structural system: The structural system is masonry bearing
wall*

Roof, cornice: These are pyramidal roofs which are covered
with red shingles and trimmed with copper*

Other notable features: The roimded corners of the tower_and
main building rise the full height of each 
portion and tenninate in turrets* There 
is a great variety of terra cotta detail 

'•'7 ’^ throughout the building*
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Pre-Columbian I □ 16th Century

I I 15th Century CH 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
(J 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (H Applicable and Known) l892

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ('Check One or More as ilppropr/afe;

Abor iginai 
I 1 Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

rn Agriculture 
Q Architecture 
□ Art 
I I Commerce 
{ I Communications 
I I Conservation

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Education

Engineering

Industry

Invention

Landscape

Architecture

Literature

Military

Music

3
□
□
□
□
□
□

Political

Religion/Phi­

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human-

itorian

Theater

Transportation

I I Urban Planning 
□ Other ('Specify;

Z

o

u
3

I-

Z

UJ
UJ
t/>

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This strikingly picturesque building was designed in 
Roma^sque Revival style by Frank Freeman, the architect of several 
fSe Brooklyn residences and the Hotel Margaret, The firehouse 
served as the Brooklyn Fire Headquarters for six years, until I898, 
when Brooklyn was consolidated with Manhattan and the headquarters 
were moved to Manhattan.

The exterior of the building expresses its function to 
perfection, with the great, richly decorated arch for the exit of 
;ttie fire engines, flanked by a watch tower still in use toda^ fsr 
spotting fires in the area. The architect's skillful and expressive 
use of materials of contrasting textures and colors—granite, brisk, 
sandstone and t«*ra cotta—-is particularly noteworthy.

The Old Brooklyn Fire Headquarters is considered by many 
architectural historians to be one of the finest buildings in 
Brooklyn, It displays a unique wealth of architectural detail, 
executed in costly and attractive materials. It is significant to 
recall that the building is still used as a firehouse, serving the 
original purpose for which it was erected. Tha aeethetic concern 
which is demonstrated here is often absent in con^arable 

public buildings today.
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f»: MAJOR BI&LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ______________

New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission Files

nr^OORAPHtCAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

NW
NE
SE

sw

LATITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
0 . «

Uo Ui Ui
Degrees Minutes Seconds

0 » »

73 59 16

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR CPU N T Y ^OU N D A Rl ES

CODE COUNTY 'STATE:

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

fr: FORM PREPARED BY ____________________ ' 
NAME AND TITLE:Stephen S, Lash, Associate
ORGANI ZATION New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission April 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 Broadway
CITY OR TOWN:

New York
STATE

New York
\]j STATE LIAISON OFPICER CERTIFtCA 1 lOH

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National P^k Service. The recommended 
level of sigfjificance outhis nomination is:

Nation^ □ /state ^ Local □

Name

NATIONAL REGISTER VERtPICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

[{AMLLl
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

JIIN 2 0 1972
Date

Title Chairman, N, Y, State Histor;
Trust

Date/ (0 i I ‘1 7 /

vO

L

t/>

m
m

ATTEST:

eeper of The Na/i,hnal_pegister
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PROPERTYreceipt REGISTER NUMBER
NUMBERDATE OP RECEIPT__,

DATA PAGE 
PHOTO CS))
PHOTO DESCRIP CSD 

p-MAP {S}
1 MAP DESCRIPTION ( 

^ LOGGED^ ACKNOWLEDGE

- RESUBMIT__________ 7

S dyuA. 0 .

HISTORIAN

ARCHITECT

KEEPER

ENTRY

EDITORIAL PROCESSING, EDITOR

Date
Federal Register Entry_

Annual Edition Entry

Logged
Card WORKING NUMBER

COMMENTS:













'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Kinqs
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER I DATEIn97ig
Z |1. name ^

COMMON: Old Brooklyn Fire Headquarters
AND/OR HISTORIC;

u STREET AND NUM BER:

36^-367 Jay Street, Borough of Brooklyn
3

Q£
CITY OR TOWN:

New York
H STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

New' York 36 Kings 6BT
SOURCE:

USGS quadrangle, 7.5 minute series, Brooklyn, N.Y.
UJ
m
«/>

SCALE:" 1:2U000
1967

4. REQUIREMENTS ■ 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
? V\ noO‘ 1 ^
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST
PARKS AND RECREATION • STATE OFFICE CAMPUS • ALBANY, NEW YORK 1 2 2 2 6 • 5 1 8-457-4194

LOUIS C. JONES 
Chairman

CONRAD L. WIRTH 
Vice-Chairman

EWALD B. NYQUIST

SEYMOUR H. KNOX

JOHN H. G. PELL

LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER

MILDRED F. TAYLOR

C. MARK LAWTON 
Director

August 13, 1971

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places
801 19th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, the 
officially designated State Preservation Agency, and as 
the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed 
noninations to the National Register of Historic Places:

Old Brooklyn Fire Headquarters, Brooklyn 
Boat House on the Lullwater of the Lake in 

Prospect Park, Brooklyn 
The Grecian Shelter, Brooklyn 
Battery Weed, Staten Island

The above ncminations have been reviewed and approved 
by the Governor's Advisory Carmittee on Historic Preser­
vation, in accordance with the criteria outlined in 
Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

m
STATE OF NEW YORK

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL J. PREZIOSO 
Commissioner

The staff of the Tnrst would welocme the opportunity to 
discuss these submissions with your office.

Louis C. Jones
Chairman
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE NEW yCvIUv
Date Entered ^ 0 1972

Name

Vs.RS!ar Institute

Fire House, En^iiie Oanpany 31 

Trio Gr&cian She!tor

03<3 Post Office

Old Brooklyn Fire Headquarters

Second Baptist Cr^urch

Battery Weed

Poughkeepsie City Rail

Also Notified

Hon
Kon,
Eon.
Hou-

Hon.
Hen.
Hon.

Jacob K. Javits 
JaEtas I.- Buckley 
John G. Dow 
Bella Ahiug 
Hugh L. Car^jy 
Sarjual Stratton 
Joim J. Rooney 
Jolm H, U\ir]/nY

Location

Poughkeepsie 
Dutchess County

New Tork

I<ew York 
Kings CouTity

Albany
Albany Coicity

hfcw York 
icings Otu:2ty

Poughkeepoie 
Dutchess County

New York
JUclutsond County (Staten Island)

Poughkeepsie 
Dutchess County

State Liaison Officer 
Dr, Ix3uis C. Jones 
Chairman
New York State Historic Trust 
Parks aiid Recreation 
baliding 5 ■» State Cainpus 
lilfcany. New York 12226



NEW YORK. CITY

PUBLiC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
161 Willi.m Street. New York. N.Y. 10038 • (212) 619-5000

September 30, 1987

Donald P. Model 
Secretary of Interior 
C Street
between Eighteenth and Nineteenth Street 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Model;

In accordance with Section 106 of the National historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 and 36 CFR 801.1(b), please be advised that the following 
three (3) properties within the project site area are either listed on the 
National Register of historic Places (the "Register") or are deemed 
eligible for inclusion on the Register. These properties will be affected 
by a proposed redevelopment project, located in Brooklyn, New York, 
commonly known as the Metrotech Project. The properties are as 
follows:

1. Brooklyn Fire headquarters - listed on the Register

2. The First Free Congregation Church - Eligible for listing on the 
National Register

3. 108 Johnson Street - Eligible for listing on the Register

I also have enclosed a copy of a letter, dated April 24, 1987, from 
the New York State historic Preservation Officer setting forth its findings 
regarding Register listing, and eligibility for listing on the Register.

TS/jta
Enclosure
cc: Carol Shull

Keeper of the National Register 
Bruce Fullum
NYS Office of historic Preservation

y /Stagey

OCT 81987



" ^*'^'‘*’ and Historic Preservation
u 5 7he Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller Empire State Plaza
S NEW V0«KST*T£ 8 Agency Building 1. Albany, New York 12238

Ofin Lehman 
Convtiissionci

518474-0456

April 24, 1987

Mr. Tarry Stanl^r, vicse President 
Nw York City Public Denrelcpnent Corp.
161 WUliaw street - 14th Floor 
New York, NY 10038
Dear Mr. Stanly;

UDAG
Metrotach 
Kings County

our staff, the SHPO has ooncems with the followii^ three structur^

H^dquarters (Jay Street north of Willoughby) is listed on the National Register.

Oong^tion Church (Bridge street) is ^^^le for inclusion in the National Roister as a
exanple of a greek revivalstyle church. Ohe

distinguished exanple of a greek rcvivalrowhouse.

for th. tower?^^to2

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmativa.Action Agency



J Hr. T«rry 8tariL«Y 
April 27, 1987 
page 2

j-

SS^ tl* S«o wm be ebl. to 

Bc^jport this mitlgatioii xneasure.
The lest mjor

the sou^ to thle

prctolem.
*s agreed at our «etlt«, «e ahtlciiate that reooMag^^^ 

^eolo^ work wiU
this project S^£ktte«lients of the Sdvflsory
j,esc«roes, ycu sh^d now ^ nr^Ar to facilitate this, we

directed to:
Advisory Council on Historic ^ese^tion 
Old Po^ OfCtoe Buildings - fiuite 809 
^100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.E.
Vjaahlngton, DC 20004 
(202) 786-0505

„ ^SSS.-KS-.'S.-SffigtS.?'- “* •
If you have ai^ questions, please contact the Project Peview 

Staff.
Sincerely,

CjLtAca^
^julia S. Stokes 
Depu^ Ooranissioner for 

Historic Preservation

JSS:BIE:llc

Enclosure
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