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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Allegany
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)
ENTRY NUMBEW

DATE

Terra Cotta
AND/OR HISTORIC!

Terra Gotta

STREET AND NUMBER:

Now on temporary site - Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Alfred

New York
COUNTY:

Allegany 003

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

I I District "gg Building 
□ Situ ' □ Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public 
gl Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition:

I~1 In Process 
Q Being Considered

STATUS

□ Occupied 
SD Unoccupied

□ Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

QQ Restricted

□ Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
I I Commercial

□ Educational

□ Entertainment

□ Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 
I I Museum

□ Park
□ Private Residence 
I I Religious

I I Scientific

□ Transportation G Comments

□ Other (Specify) not In use
 at pT»ft«ftiTfc

OWNER’S NAME:

Alfred Historical Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:
STATE: CODE

.Alfre cL ___________ _____ _______ New York

i

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Allegany County Court House
STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN:

Belmont
STATE

New York

TitLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: □ Federal □ State Q County 0 Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Rep. James F. Hastings
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^DESCRIPTION

CDNDITinKI
1 i Excellent (S Good Q Fair

(Chock One)

1 1 Deteriorated CD Ruins CD Un,xpos,d
L/1 1 iwn (Check One)

□ Alt,r,d ® Unalter,d
(Check One)

S} Mov,d CD Original Site

"" ^

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

1, Nvunber of stories : One Story

2. Number of bays : Front is two bays wide, and both sides
are two bays.

3. Layout and/or shape of plan : Roughly rectangular - -
16' front X 25' sides

4.

5.

7.

8.

9.

Wall construction : Built entirely of bricks and tiles
manufactured by the Celadon Terra 
Cotta Company.

Structural system :

6. Roof, cornice : Spanish type tile roof, gabled in the
front and with hip roof in rear. 

Decorative tile freize is different on each side. 
Porches, dormers, chimneys : No porches or dormers -

outside chimney on rear of building; frontspiece 
entrance with rectangular panel door.

Important interior features (stairs, wall and 
ceiling finishes, mechanical equipment); Fireplace

Other notable features: The building was erected in 
1892 by the Celadon Terra Cotta Company, Limited, as a 
combination office and display case. It is constructed 
almost entirely of materials (bricks, tiles, ornamental 
tiles, etc,) manufactured py the Company.
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PERIOD (Chock One or Haro mo AppropHoto)

□ Pre>G>liMBbian | □ 16th Century □ 18th Century

^ 15th Century CU 17th Century 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEISI OI Appllcabto and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chock One Or Mora am AppropHata)

Aber iginal 
f~l Prehistoric 
PCI Historic 

n Agricultuie 
PCI Architecture 
E Art 
E Coeueorce 
I I Comunicotions 
I I Conservotion

QQ Education 
n Engineering 
PCI Industry 
E Invention

□ Landscape
Architecture 

r~) Literature

□ Military

□ Music

□
□
□D
□
□
□

Politicol

Religion/Phi.

losophy 
Science 
Sculptur* 
Sociol/Humon- 

itorian 
Theater 
T ronsportotion

Q Urbon Ploming 
□ Oth«r (Sp9citr>

L

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE "--------------'

The building formerly stood near the athletic field at Alfred 
University, and was slated for demolition. The Alfred Histori­
cal Society purchased it and moved it to a temporary site on 
Main Street.

Officials of the State College of Ceramics have agreed to pro­
vide a prominent site in the courtyard of the new college com­
plex for the building. The Historical Society will be respon­
sible for moving the building to its new site and will cooper­
ate with the College in developing it as a museum of Alfred 
Ceramics.

In the late l880*s it was discovered that the clay in the vi­
cinity of Alfred could be used to make quality terra cotta 
products. In 1889 the Celadon Terra Cotta Company was organijzec 
to manufacture bricks and roofing tile. The word celadon in their title referred to the resemblance of their greenish brick 
glaze to ancient Chinese ceramic work.

The company also catered to the decorative tastes of the era 
by producing ornamental tiles for the exterior of buildings.
The tiles Included bas-relief heads and fruit and geometric 
designs.

In J892 the company built a small office and display case. The 
building was largely made of Celadon products, the most arrest­
ing being the ornamental plaques. The structure was such an 
effective advertisement of Celadon wares that a replica was 
produced and exhibited at the I892 Chicago World's Pair.

The company prospered and was largely responsible for locating 
the New York School of Clayworking in Alfred. In I909 the plant 
was destroyed by fire with the exception of the office building. 
It came to be known in the community as the "Terra Cotta", and 
stands as a reminder of a once thriving local industry.

Ihe value of this building lies not only in its ties to the 
ceramic Industry in Alfred; it also serves as a reflection of 
Victorian thought - a unique artifact of a past era.
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Flies of the Landmark Society of Western New York, Inc.

-0

OE_qGR^APHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o , • 0 • •
NE 0 f » *0 • m

SE o • » O ' f »

,5W 0 • • o t «

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Secmids Degrees Minutes Seconds
42 ° 15 ’ 26 ■ 77 “ 47 ’ 20 '

(location of cur pent storage place)
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOM.NATEO PROPERTY: leS3 thail 0116 ACTB ftfiRmOrarV

I I te'T Ai fl m _______ _ _ - ^   _ . ■    . . _   _ _ .   ^ ^ ^IL^T AUU STATES AND CdUNTlES TOR F»AOPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: :>,

) \

of
<'c^

CODE

NAME AND TITLE;

H. B. Harrington and L. H. KLlnke
ORGANIZATION

The Landmark Society of Western New Yorkjinc,
STREET AND NUMBER:

DATE

August 3,. 197^

-130 Spring Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Rochester
n. STATE UAISON OFFtCER CERTIFtCA I ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law ‘ 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the NatioAal Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to theyeriteria and procedures set 
forth by the National ParWService. The recommended 
level of significance of/ wis noniination is:

Nations/ □ / ftats □ Local E

Name

Title Chairman. New York State

Date
/<!

Historic Trust 

^ '^1

Now York Jit
NATIONAL REGISTER VgRlFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

H-Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Mar 1 $
Date

ATTEST:

eeper of ThSjrmtional Regis^
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' MTS 0? SECEIPT - [njAiikj'^ J YES so STS-SER REGISTER IRJI'RIR:
i \ ^ DATA TAOS 
I M -PROT'O (S) 
i,^ PHOTO DESCRIPTION (s) ,

(s)
MP DE3CRIFTI0S (S)
LOGGED
ACiCHOVJIRDGS _ lOpL^j^ j

MAR 1 6 1972
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V-''. /CV
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Ail

iillSTORIAS

ARCIDiDLOGIST

iiiRCHITECT dk '
ASST. KEEPER

KEEPER i/k
writsr/editor

CHIEF, OAIiP

fhuo --to
EDITORLIL.PROCESSING, EDITOR

'4a

<W^7^

//2T

^^<7y
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Federal Register Entry 5~- g •^'7 ^ Annual Edition ilitry

Logged MAR 16 1972 Card MAR 1 6 1972

COM-EBIS; WOKKIKG iraSEH

COEGRiSSIOEAL DISTRICT:
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)
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STATE

New York
COUNTY

AlleKanv
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

MAR I P

Terra Cotta
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

Now on temporary site - Main Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Alfred
STATE;

New York AlleganY 003
______ ;SOURCE:

N.Y.S. Dept, of Transportation, 7.5 minute series, Planimetric, Alfred
SCALE: l:<i4000 Quadrangle.
oate: 1968

4, REQUIREMENTS ______

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
STATE YO«K

Date Entered iVlAR 1 ^ 1972

Name

tsedsi^y KesesatLaH (^t«|0

E«r<3en Zw«a vrorJcs, Office Eeilding

Flushing •Fovn iSOUL

Chapel of the Good Shepherd

fislvidore

^’erra Cotta

Fire liousa Engine Co* Thirty-Three

fitrecher ;*emorl&l Laboratory

Also Notified
Eon. Jacob K. Javits 
Hon* Jama L, I^ickley 
Ron* Janes H. feheuar 
Hon. Cnrlfvton J. King 
IFjon. Denia'i’An 8. Rosenthal 
Ron. Edvard I, I05ch 
Hnn. Janoa P, ila®tings

Location

Hev Vork 
Bronx County

Troy
Bajasssiaer County

Flushing 
gueena county

New York .
Now York County

Bedrxmt
Allegany County

Alfred
Allegany County

Rev York
York Oofmty

New York
Sew York County

State fdoiaon officor 
Dr* t/3ui9 C. JoBes 
CheSjoaaa
Hew York Etata Hiatorio Trust 
Farka and Recreation 
Building 2 - state CaxEpus 
Albany, iTew York 1222&



CODING PROBLEM SHEET

State Name /VJV County Name Resource Name

Reference No. ______ ____________________

'J^rra.
Multiple Name_________ ■ jl_______Certlf Ication Date 0 3^//fe/7^

isasKvessa

Problem Field:
___  Owner

Resource Type
No. Contrib./Non-Contrib. Resources 
Historic Function/Historic Sub-function 
Current Function/Current Sub—function 

““ Level of Significance

Applicable Criteria 
^rlterla Considerations 

”7 Area of Significance 
Period of Significance 
Architect/Builder/Engineer 
FR Level Information

Solution:

Cultural Affiliation 
Architectural Style 
Construction Materials 
Acreage
UTM Coordinates 
Other

Coding Problem Team: Date: NR Staff Date:
ssxEssissas

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

huildincjj 'fi\es.e^ ^ ^l
Idincj ; '-y--- ,. •

Data Collector: 'St///{i/<a^v Today's Date l f(o 5^ D»B. Corrected Date



NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

I. STATC Af?UCATlON lOENTIflER

0000501^

\ 2. (Rtutrvedfor unr by State central in/onnation reception agency)

3. GRAsTC-3 o. Federol ogency
Department of the Interior

Oe Not 
Uie 

Thil 
Spoce

b. Ofgo-AroT’Oool unit
National Park Service

C. Ad- '•.s’enng office —(I) Nome

Division of Grants
(2) Aedress - Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code

18th and C Streets Washington DC 20240

4. FEDERAL AOENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER; o. Code

36-74-00128-00

b. Title

Terra Cotta Building Develnpmpnt Prnjpnt
c. PuT»>* Tnis building, constructed in 1892,remains as a symbol of a once- 

thriving local industry. Project work will include the installation of heating";'^ 
plumbing, and electrical systems; restoration of the fireplace; painting; repainting; 
and tile and brick work. _______________________________________________________

5. G5A.STE: o. Name

New York Mr. Or in Lehman Commissioner. Parks and Recreation
b. Ad3'«i-Street or P.O. Sox

Room 303, South Swan Street Building
City

Albany
State

iNew York
Zip Code

12238
4. G5A‘i*:r ~y?l (Check only the single most applicable box)

c. County d. Cityo. S*r*« b. inter- 
stote

e. School 
district

f. Speciol 
unit

g. Community 
action

h. Sponsored 
orgonizotion

□
i. Other 

□
7. Ar=. :a- :n receipt DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE

Ye;* Vonth Doy Year Month Day Year Month Day Ycor Month Day

75 05 16 75 06 11 75 06 11 78 06 10
U. TY=: C= AC”iON (Check an many boxes as apply to this action)

0. N«r» b. Continuation c. Supplemental d. Chonge in existing gronf
graft grant grant

(identify agency in item 16) (t) Increase »n durotion
(2) Decrease in duration (3) Concellation 

□
(4) lncreosc(S} 

□
(5) Decreau(S) 

□
12. A.VC.N* OF CONTRIBUTION

o. reee-al-(I) bosic (2) Supplementol

j-5,000 ,
b. State

, 9,718.83*
c. locol

i

d. Other

S

13. CATi.O;- OF FEDERAL DO.WESTIC ASSISTANCE
RROGiAW (if none, clarify in item 16)

O. Progrom Number
15.904

b. Supplemental Progrom Number

14. AUTffC? :ation

o. f«ce" Budget Accounts

b. Pufc-c lows

C. U S. Cede

10-58-1040-0-1-405
Title

89
Sec.

665
Title See.

16 U.S.C. 470

Title

tS. FACHiTY LOCATION: (for facility grant actions only) 
o. City

Alfred
b. County

Allegany
16. REVAJIeS

*Alfred Historical Society

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054
STANDARD FORM 24
June 1970 Bureau of the 
Budget Circular A-98 
240-101


