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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

Albany
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTFTY NUMBER
DATE

iflflR 16 1972
|l. NAME ________________ _______________________ _____________________________________________

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Delaware § Hudson Railroad Conpanv Building

2. LOCATtON _______________ ,
STREET AND NUMBER:

The Plaza ffoot of State Street!
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
STATE CODE COUNTY: CODE

New York „—..........Albany____ ________ nm
3. CLASSIFICATION :

(/)
z
o

u
=3

0£.

H

CATEGORY
(Check One)

□ District E Building

□ Site □ Structure

□ Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public
□ Private 
H Both

Public Acquisition: 
r~l In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

IyI Occupied 
Q Unoccupied 
I I Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:
Restricted 

I I Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
n Commercial 
n Educational 
I I Entertainment

I I Government

□ Industrial

□ Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
□ Private Residence
□ Religious 
Q Scientific

r~1 Transportation 
□ Other (Specify)

l~1 Comments

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
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_______ _________________________ ________________ •
OWNER’S NAME:

STREET AND

'fi Th'ii4ei^ •3^ LIOft.W
NUMBERV ‘ J ^

The Plaza (foot of State
CITY OR TOWN:

Streetj

5. tOCATtOK OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

CODE

•mM
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Alhanv Coiuitiv
STREET AND NUMBE

inyin:

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
REPRESeNTATlON tN EXISTING SURVEYS

New York

CODE

_____TitLE OF SURVEY;

Hi gTrv]»'j n Of the
DATE OF SURVEY: IQfiQ

. Hudson
□ Federal Stote I I County LU Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS;

Hudson River Val 1 ey Commi gi on
street and NUMBER;

105 White Plain*? Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Tarrytown
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17. OesCRjPTlON _______________ __ ____________ ___
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CONDITION

fC/iec* OneJ
□ Excellent (U Good Q Fair □ Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins O Unexposed

(Check OneJ (Check OneJ

1 1 Altered Unaltered □ Moved ;£] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number o£ stories: The main section of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad
Building is four stories high p]^ an attic. Tlie central tower con­
sists of thirteen stories plus a spire. The Evening Journal ~aMifion 
located at the south end of the building is six stories higti with 
an eight story tower^.

Number of bays: The entire west (front) facade is thirty-five bays wide.

Shape of plan: The building is con^josed of several rectangular sections
\diich are joined together to form arc-shaped plan. The concave 
elevation faces the "Plaza" (west).

Wall construction: The walls are constructed of seam-faced granite laid
in random ashlar pattern and are trimmed with Gothic det^ls of 
grey stone. “ ...
The facade is divided by piers into bays. Each bay contains three 
windows. Alternate bays are topped by dormers.

Structural system: The structural system for the D § H section is a
combination of reinforced concrete and steel framing. The Evening 
Journal section has a steel framing system.

Roof: The bxoilding has a hipped roof covered with slate.

Dormers: The building has long rows of gabled dormers. Each dormer is
elaborately detailed andlias three cusped-arch windows.

Notable exterior features: The most prominent exterior feature of the
D § H Building Is the central tower, which is surmounted by a 
hipped roof. Turrets capped by a high peaked eight-sided roof are 
attached to eadh comer of the tower at the' eleventh and twejftlj 
story level. Rising from the main roof is a tall spire with a 
weather vane in the shape of Henry Hudson's ship, "Half J^jon".

The ornate tower of the Albany Evening Journal addition serves as 
a visual counterbalance to the central tower and provides an exciting 
southern terminus for the entire building.

The first floor of the building is recessed several feet forming 
a vaulted arcade viiich extends across the length of the west elevation.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian 1 CD Century

CD 15th Century CD 17th Century

CD IS*!’ Century 
I I 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) D914-1Q18^
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 
CD Prehistoric 
CD Historic 

CD Agriculture 
U?Architecture • 
□ Art 
I I Commerce 
CD Communications 
CD Conservation

CD Education j 
CD Engineering 
CD Industry 

Invent! on 
LoRdscope 

Architecture 
Literature 
Military 
Music

□
□
□
□
□

□
□V

□
□
□
□E

PoliticpI , ] 
Religion/Phi- 

. lojsophy - . 
Science

Sculpture , ,

Socta I/Human­
itarian 

Theater 
Transportation

- '11
,H| Urbon' Ploi^l n^ ! Ci'TN. 
CD;;'Other' (Specify)"
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STATEM.Ef4T OF sittr^FICANCp., , ^

In 1910 it was suggested that the area located near the foot of State 
Street between Broadway and the Hudson River be cleared and developed 
as part of an over-all improvement plan for downtown Albany.

- Arnold W. Brunner, Architect and City Planner, and Qiarles D. Lay, 
Landscape Architect, were chosen in 1912 to prepare studies for a hew 
Albany City plan.

The studies, conqjleted in 1914, included plans for the improvement of 
Albany’s parks, the planting of more trees, the erection of a new 
Hudson River bridge leading through monumental stone city gates, and 
the construction of a long, narrow office building with a prominent 
tower f^ing on a landscaped plaza, to be located at the junction of 
Broadway and State Street. 1

From the standpoint of urban planning, it was intended that this 
building serve several functions. First, the construction of the new 
offices would necessitate the much desired demolition of buildings in 
the old water front area of the city. Moreover, the finished structure 
would provide an exciting visual tefmirius for the' eastern end of State 
Street while acting as a buffer, between the railroad tracks and 
downtown Albany. ' ' '

The Brunner-Lay Plan was widely publicized. Articles on the trans­
formation of Albany into a "City Beautiful" appeared in the Sunday 
New York Times and in two separate issues of the American Architect.
In spite of this publicity, with the exception of the office building 
and the Plaza, most of the plan was never implemented due to the change 
in priorities, values, and tastes brought about by World War I.

In 1914 the Delaware and Hudson Railroad ,having outgrown its head­
quarters' at 58 North Pearl Street, decided to erect the office building 
called for in the Brunner-Lay plan. Albany Architect Marcus JT.
Reynolds was chosen to design the new structure. What Reynolds created 
^s a modem reinforced concrete and steel framed building with Gothic 
exterior detailing. The structure embraced such modem interior 
innovations as indirect lighting viiile having gables, turrets and 
arched mndows on the exterior. The tower was capped by a copper 
fleche bearing a gilded weather vane in the form of Henry Hudson’s 
"Half Moon".
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: FORMPRgPAREOgY ______________________ - ..... ’............. ...................... !

NAME AND TITLE:

ORGANIZATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

New Yf^rlf Hi <;tnr_i.(7i Triiftt ■< l-:14

DATE

^—August 1970-

CITY OR TOWN:

JExQCUtivfi-JtepaxtunfinJt

jl2. STATrUAtSON OFFICER CERTM^tCA I ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register ai^certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the Criteria and procedures set 
forth by the Natmnal I^k Service/nie recommended 
level of signifidbnce il thfe nomination is:

National [53 Local □

Name

STATE

Title Chairman, NYS Historic Trust

\TptAT YnrV__________________  •,; , i,,,1,,............... JO,...
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

.34,

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

'AaaiaMLl^el

Chief, jO/fice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date rVar’CTri-war* 1 R - 1 Q70

Keeper of The I/ational Regtster

FEB 8Date

Z
Ut

H

70

C

n
H

O

z
»/>



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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Section 8 cont'd. (Continuation Sheet)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Albany
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTBY NUMBER DATE

(Number all entrlea) 6 1972
pie ejotjj;e building, including an addition on the southern end

Albany Evening Journal, was completed in 1918. 
Shortly afterwards the Delaware and Hudson Railroad Company stated that:

"Probably no improvement in the companies' facilities at any place 
has contributed so much to the personal satisfaction and comfort 
of its officers and employees as has resulted from the new and 
beautiful office accommodations which this construction produced".

Throughout the years the Delaware and Hudson Railroad Company Bdildirig, 
because of its large scale, strategic location and irreplaceable 
detail, has often been mistaken for the New York State Capitol. Today 
)^y parts of the building are still used by the Delaware and Hudson 
Railroad or other private tenents, although the Evening Journal addition 
IS now vacant. The structure remains the visual terminus for State 
Street and screens the shopping district, the Capitol, and the new South 
Mail trom the sight and sound of the new highways which are replacing 
most of the railroad tracks along the River.

■M

The Delaware and Hudson Railroad Building, along with the Albany 
Federal Building, the First Trust Company and several other structures 
surrounding "the Plaza", creates a functional as well as - 
dynamic urban environment. The building continues to be a visually 

a primary

o

mm

1. New York Times. June 21, 1914, II, 5.

2. Delaware and Hudson Company, History of the Delaware and Hudson 
Con^any 1825-1923. (Albany, N. Y.: J. B. Lyon Company, 1923)p.369.
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New York
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FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

Mflp i b M:
(Number all entries) ^

* The Albany Evening Journal addition, located at the southern 

end of the Delaware § Hudson Building is owned by

The State of New York 

Albany, New York 36
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PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY
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FOR NPS USE ONLY
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iVIAR 16 1972

COMMON: Delaware & Hudson Railroad Company Building
AND/OR HISTORIC:

H ^'LOCATIC^ ' ' , '
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STREET AND NUM BER:

_________________The Plaza (foot of State Street) ' -V
N ,

CITY OR TOWN;

Albany 1; ,
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

New York 36 Albany V, 'V 001
t. MAP REFERgNCe ;

USGS miaH-rnngle. 7-*^ Tninute series. Albany. New York
1:2AQQQ
19^3

[4, REQUmgMgNT$ ', - :
__________________________________________ ■

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST
PARKS AND RECREATION • STATE OFFICE CAMPUS • ALBANY, NEW YORK 1 2 2 2 6 • 5 1 8-45 7-41 94

LOUIS C. JONES 
Chairman

CONRAD L. WIRTH 
Vice-Chairman

EWALO B. NYQUiST

SEYMOUR H. KNOX

JOHN H. G. PELL

lAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER

MiLDRED F. TAYLOR

C. MARK LAWTON 
Director

STATE OF NEW YORK

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL j. PREZIOSO 
Commissioner

October 4» 1971

Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 

of Historic Places 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh

As Chairman of the New York State Historic 5rxlst, the 
officially designated State Preservation agency, and as State 
Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed nomination to 
the National Register of Historic Places;

Delaware & Hudson Building, Albany

The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by 
the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation, in 
accordance with the criteria outlined in section 2.2 of the 
Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust would welcome the opportunity to 
discuss this submission with your office.

ours

C. JonesDr. Louis 
Chairman

OCT 18 1971
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