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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Number of stories: The main section of the Delaware and Hudson Railroad
Building is four stories high plus an attic. The central tower con-
sists of thirteen stories plus a spire. The Evenlng Journal addition
located at the south end of the building is six stories high with
an eight story tower.

re——

Shape of plan: The building is composed of several rectangular sections
which are joined together to form arc-shaped plan. The concave
elevation faces the '"Plaza' (west).

Wall construction: The walls are constructed of seam-faced granite laid

in random ashlar pattern and are trimmed with Gothic details of
grey stone.

The facade is divided by piers into bays. Each bay contains three
windows. Alternate bays are topped by dormers.

Structural system: The structural system for the D § H section is a
combination of reinforced concrete and steel framing. The Evening
Journal section has a steel framing system.

Roof: The building has a hipped roof covered with slate.

Dormers: The building has long rows of gabled dormers. Each dormer is
elaborately detailed and has three cusped-arch windows.

Notable exterior features: The most prominent exterior feature of the
D & H Building -is the central tower, which is surmounted by a
hipped roof. Turrets capped by a h1gh peaked eight-sided roof are
attached to each corner of the tower at the eleventh and twelfth

story level. Rising from the main roof is a tall spire with a
weather vane in the shape of Henry Hudson's ship, 'Half Moon''.

The ornate tower of the Albany Evening Journal addition serves as
a visual counterbalance to the central tower and provides an exciting
southern terminus for the entire building.

The first floor of the building is recessed several feet forming
a vaulted arcade which extends across the length of the west elevation.

Number of bays: The entire west (front) facade is thirty- f1ve bays W1de.
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In 1910 it was suggested that the area located near the foot of State
Street between Broadway and the Hudson River be cleared and developed
as part of an over-all improvement plan for downtown Albany.

*~Arnold W. Brunner, Architect and City Planner, and Charles D. Lay,

Landscape Architect, were chosen in 1912 to prepare studies for a new
Albany City plan.

The studies, completed in 1914, included plans for the improvement of
Albany's parks, the planting of more trees, the erection of a new
Hudson River bridge leading through monumental stone city gates, and
the construction of a long, narrow office building with a prominent
tower facing on a landscaped plaza, to be located at the junction of
Broadway and State Street.

From the standpoint of urban planning, it was intended that this
building serve several functions. First, the construction of the new
offices would necessitate the much desired demolition of buildings in
the old water front area of the city. Moreover, the finished structure
would provide an exciting visual terminus ‘for’ the' eastern end of State
Street while acting as a buffer, between the rallroad tracks and
downtown Albany. :

The Brunner-Lay Plan was widely publicized. Articles on the trans-
formation of Albany into a '"'City Beautiful" appeared in the Sunday
New York Times and in two separate issues of the American Architect.
In spite of this publicity, with the exception of the office building
and the Plaza, most of the plan was never implemented due to the change
in priorities, values, and tastes brought about by World War I.

In 1914 the Delaware and Hudson Railroad having outgrown its head-
quarters at 58 North Pearl Street, decided to erect the office building
called for in the Brunner-Lay plan Albany Architect Marcus T.

Reynolds was chosen to design the new structure. What Reynolds created
was a modern reinforced concrete and steel framed building with Gothic
exterior detailing. The structure embraced such modern interior
innovations as indirect lighting while having gables, turrets and
arched windows on the exterior. The tower was capped by a copper
fleche bearing a gilded weather vane in the form of Henry Hudson's
"Half Moon"'.




Brunner, Arnold W. "Studies for City of Albany, New York", The American

Architect, Vol. 106 (August 26, 1914) pp. 113-117, 120, 123-12%.

Deldware § Hudson Company. History of the Delaware § Hudson Company

1823-1923, Albany, New York:

"WEfi

J. B. Lyon Company, 1925.
New York Times. June 21, 1914, II, 5.

Buildings for the Delaware § Hudson Co."

i

The American Architect, |
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The entire building, including an addition on the southern end
which was built by the Albany Evening Journal, was completed in 1918.
Shortly afterwards the Delaware and Hudson Railroad Company stated that:

"Probably no improvement in the companies' facilities at any place
has contributed so much to the personal satisfaction and comfort
of its officers and employees as has resulted from the new and 2
‘beautiful office accommodations which this construction produced'.

Throughout the years the Delaware and Hudson Railroad Company Building,
because of its large scale, strategic location and irreplaceable
detail, has often been mistaken for the New York State Capitol. Today
many parts of the building are still used by the Delaware and Hudson
Railroad or other private tenents, although the Evening Journal addition
is now vacant. The structure remains the visual terminus for State
Street and screens the shopping district, the Capitol, and the new South
Mall from the sight and sound of the new highways which are replacing
most of the railroad tracks along the River.

The Delaware and Hudson Railroad Building, along with the Albany
Federal Building, the First Trust Company and several other structures
surrounding ''the Plaza', creates a functional as well as a visually
dynamic urban environment. The building continues to be a primary
resource in the revitalization of the City of Albany.

1. New York Times, June 21, 1914, II, 5.

2. Delaware and Hudson Company, History of the Delaware and Hudson
Company 1823-1923. (Albany, N. Y.: J. B. Lyon Company, 1923) p.369.
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The Albany Evening Journal addition, located at the southern
end of the Delaware § Hudson Building is owned by
The State of New York

Albany, New York 36
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New York 36 Albany

PHOTO CREDIT:

New York State Historic Trust

DATE OF PHOTO:

1970

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

New York State Historic Trust

DESCRIBE VIEW

DIR

View looking north showing the facade facing the Plagza.
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COMMON: Delaware & Hudson Railroad Company Building
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The Plaza (foot of State Street)
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Albany
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PHOTO v;DIT:v . New York Sta‘t.é' Hist I‘iC Trust )

DATE OF PHOTO: 1970

INEGATIVE FILED AT:

New York State Historic Trust

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View looking northwest showing the facade facing towards the
Hudson River.
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USGS quadrangle, 7.5 minute series, Albany, New York

PEALE 1:24000
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October 4, 1971

Dr. William Murtagh A=
Keeper of the National Register /a0y QA

of Historic Places £ a\
801 19th Street, N.W. y W

Washington, D. C. 20006
Dear Dr. Murtagh®

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, the
officially designated State Preservation agency, and as State
Liaison Officer, I am forwarding the enclosed nomination to
the National Register of Historic Places:

Delaware & Hudson Building, Albany
The above nomination has been reviewed and approved by
the Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic Preservation, in

accordance with the criteria outlined in section 2.2 of the
Grants Guide.

The staff of the Trust would welcome the opportunity to
discuss this submission with your office

Sinterely yours,

[ Sy

Dr. Louis |C. Jones
Chairman
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Name

Qmsmmmmy

The Octagon

City Hospital

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits
Hon, James L. Buckley
Hon. Carleton J. King
Fon, Edward I. ¥och
Director, Northeast Region
[_i NRowland:mm  3/7/72

Location

Albany
Albany County

Kew York
New York County

New York
Hew York County

State Liaison Officer
Dr. Louis C. Jones

Chairman
Kew York State Historie Trust

Parks and Recreation
Building 2 ~ State Campus
Albany, Hew Yoxrk 12226



