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STATE:

New York

COUNTY:

Albany

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NU

MBER DATE

Albany City Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Eagle Street at Maiden Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
STATE CoDE |COUNTY: copE
New York _ 36 Albany 001
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNER STATUS
(Check One) MERSHIE TO THE PUBLIC
District [] Building & ‘Public K] |Public Acquisition: Occupied 3] Yes:
Site [] Structure [ |Private = In Process [0 |Unoccupied [J| Restricted X7
Object O Both = Being Considered 3] Pres.grvqﬁon work Unrestricted []
in progress  []| No: O
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural &3 Government X Park | Transportation [0 Comments =
Commercial s} Industrial = Private Residence ) Other (Specify) R
Educational [E=3] Military 5B Religious O
Entertainment [ ] Museum 2 | Scientific 0

OWNERS NAME:

City of Albany

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE i “
Albany New York 36 @ %
SCRIPTION 8
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 6<
Albany County Courthouse R~

STREET AND NUMBER:

Eagle Street between Pine and Columbia Streets

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany

STATE

New York

CODE

36

one acre

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

Auweqry
TALNNOD

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Hudson River Valley Commission Inventory

DATE OF SURVEY: ]Q@(5 Federal [] State County [} Local [7] ‘F g
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ; 3
Hudson River Valley Commission SN
STREET AND NUMBER: m g %
. o < : «n
105 White Plains Road Sl
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE 2242 L'y
: o
Tarrytown New York 36 512
Rep. Samuel Stratton |

Congressional District #29




CONDITION

Excellent [] Good K] Fair [] Deteriorated [] Ruins [ Unexpose “[';:] 3 L
(Check One) (Check One) — VY

INTEGRITY Altered [ Unaltered EE_] Moved [] Original |)&{(:| Np\“ '
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE VRE \
~ On a sloping site at the terminus of Washington Avenue, the i i
City Hall is visible blocks away in downtown Albany. The front (west %5?

facade is of two contrasting components: 1) the expansive and solid main
portion of the building,three and a half stories high and six bays wide
and 2) the slender the comparatively delicate, square 202' high tower with
a pyramidal roof. Due to the assymetrical placing of the tower Henry
Russell Hitchcock judges that the best view of the building is from the
southwest (see photograph). From this viewpoint the tower is flanked by
the west (front) facade and the similar but simpler south (side) facade.

/The consistant use of materials and recurring decorative motifs unify
the vertical tower and the essentially horizontal main block of the build-
ing, The exterior walls are constructed of rusticated granite with brown-
stone trim delineating the stories and accentuating the lintels and arches.
The combination of these two materials created a polychrome effect which
has been subdued with the years of city grime. A terra cotta flower motif
and a geometric pattern of triangles can be found in the cornice, front
gable and archways throughout the main portion of the building and tower./

336

The compound arches of the front entrance have tiers of relief sculp-
ture and gargoyles. Other carved figures are interspersed along the
eXTeTIOr nostly on the front (west) facade, however, the north and south
sides have some sculptural details and roll mouldings for lintels. Due to
their intricacy and comparative delicacy these details are hardly discernabl
from a distance and therefore are secondary to the exterior design as a
whole,

WV

SNOILONYLSNI

‘ﬁhany elements of the exterior design reflect functions of the interior
spaces. The virtually windowless tower was built to contain the city
archives and is accessible by a stairway turret on the southeast of the
tower, Since the City Council Chamber is located on the second floor over
the main entrance hall the second story of the exterior facade is of
equal height and grandeur as the first. Three compound arches accentuate
the entrance on the first floor, and above on the second the Council
Chamber opens out onto a loggia framed by four arches’]

A cruciform roof pattern is made by the intersection of a north-south
gable roof and an east-west hip roof which is one story higher dwarfing the
front dormer. On the interior a large open stairway is located at the
crossing. On the exterior two stone chimneys are located at the intersec-
tion of the gable and hip roofs.

The short, stockey tower on the southeast corner of the building was
to be the transition to the jail in the architects original plan (see
"study for rear of City Hall, Albany'"). The jail and the "bridge of sighs"
designed to bring prisoners directly from the cells to the court rooms
were never built, and due to shortage of funds Richardson was not hired
to design the interior of the City Hall itself.
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S EE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [] 18th Century [] 20t & turyJ@ 29 ]97%
15th Century O 17th Century [] 19th Century [} NATIONA'
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1881 \“9\ REGIST
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) : \/)b\’\(j '/;;- :
Abor iginal Education O Political = Urban Planning./ / ¢ s
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) a
Historic O Industry O losophy O _Architecture
Agriculture O Invention O Science O
Art O Landscape Sculpture |
Commerce (] Architecture [] Social/Human-
Communications [] Literature (] itarian O
Conservation O Military (] Theater (]
Music O Transportation []

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

JA fine example of Henry H. Richardson's mature style, the Albany City
Hall is a key landmark in a visually compelling and architecturally sophis-
ticated urban environment,

The building was commissioned in 1880 to replace the old City Hall
that had been destroyed by fire and therefore it dates from a period (1878-
1883) generally considered Richardson's architectural peak. Henry-Russell
Hitchcock describes the building as '"one of Richardson's most romanesque
designs,'" but also emphasizes Richardson's wide range of sources and disre-
gard for "archeological correctness.'"™ Thus Richardson's buildings are bet-
ter described in terms of a personal style, and the Albany City Hall's bande
arches, rythmic fenestration, bold expression of materials and corner place-
ment of the tower are characteristic features of Richardson's work often to
be repeated by his followers. At the corner of the massive main structure,
the two hundred foot archive tower is a harbinger of "modern architecture"
in scale and verticality. / '

Within clear view from the City Hall steps are many of Albany's finest
government and institutional buildings. On a diagonal to the northwest of
City Hall looms the huge and yet whimsical State Capitol which combines as
many architectural styles as architects (including Richardson) collaborated
in its long term construction. The juxtaposition of the State Capitol and
the City Hall affordsa special opportunity to see the progression of
Richardson's style from the 1870's to the 1880's. Different though the
City Hall and State Capitol are in architectural styles, the exterior stone
details show remarkable similarity as the same crew of stone cutters who
originally came to Albany to work on the State Capitol were later hired for
the sculptural details of the City Hall. Other distinguished buildings,
all of which are listed on the National Register, surrounding the City
Hall are the State Education Building, the Old Albany Academy, the Elk
Street houses and the Court of Appeals.

1Henry—R.ussell Hitchcock, The Architecture of H. H. Richardson and His
Times., M.I.T.: 1961. p. 215.
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AND TITLE:

Chester H. Liebs REVISED BY: Cornelia E. Brooke, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION ) DATE REVISED
New York State Historic Trust May 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:
| _Building 2, State Campus
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
nomination is:
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level of significance of tt

National i State
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I herebyv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR SHEANLE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

New York
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES e e,
( Albany
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM ey

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclase with photograph)

DATE

common: Albany City Hall

STREET AND NUMBE

Eagle Street at Maiden Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany ¥

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

New York 36 Albany

CODE

001

PHOTO CREDIT: New York State Historic Trust

DATE OF PHOTO: 1970

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

New York State Historic Trust

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View looking east down Washington Avenue showing west
(Eagle Street) facade
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SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES g
Albany
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

COMMON: AIbany City Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Eagle Street at Maiden Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany \\i}>\ eﬂ%;/(f://

y =N
<. AY
STATE: CODE |COUNTY: 2 G y CODE

New York 36

001

PHOTO CREDIT: C. E. Brooke, New York State Historic Trust

bATE oF pHoTo: March 1972

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

New York State Historic Trust

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View looking northeast from park in front of State Capitol.
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Albany
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) hoaddootisls e R s

COMMON: any City

AND/OR HISTORIC:

TREET AND NUMBER:

Eagle Street at Maiden Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: CODE

New York

PHOTO CREDIT: an rensselaer,

DATE OF PHOTO: reprinted, Dover~

NEGATIVE FILED AT:

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

""'Study for Rear of City Hall, Albany' showing south elevation
as originally planned.

1972



STUDY FOR REAR OF CITY HALL, ALBANY.
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STUDY FOR REAR OF CITY HALL, ALBANY.
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE New York
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES i ol
Albany
RROFERYY MAF' FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENZ“ "S‘E';Bgn DATE

common: Albany City Hall

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

Eagle Street at Maiden Lane

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany

STATE: CODE |COUNTY: ; 7P coDE

New_ York Albany

Quadrangle 7.5 minute series

scace: 1224000
1953

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST

PARKS AND RECREATION o STATE OFFICE CAMPUS « ALBANY, NEW YORK 12226 » 518-457-4194

LOUIS C. JONES
Chairman

August 13, 1971

CONRAD L. WIRTH
Vice-Chairman

Dr. William Murtagh
EWALD B. NYQUIST Kantar OF Sk Bl ohal Besinter
801 19th Street., N.W.
SEYMOUR H. KNOX Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:
JOHN H. G. PELL
As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust,
the officially designated State Preservation Agency,
LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER and as the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding
the enclosed nominations to the National Register
Wilhaen ¢ Tavion of Historic Places:

City Hall, Albany

C. MARK LAWTON . _ _
Director Pastures Preservation District, Albany

The above nominations have been reviewed and approved
by thé Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic
Preservation, in accordance with the criteria outlined
in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The gtaff Jf the Trust would welcome the opportunity
to discu these submissions with your office.

STATE OF NEW YORK

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL J. PREZIOSO
Commissioner



NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST

PARKS AND RECREATION * STATE OFFICE CAMPUS » ALBANY, NEW YORK 12226 » 518457-4194

Joseph V. Noble

XOUJS e XIRNEX
Chairman June 15, 1972

CONRAD L. WIRTH

Vice-Chairman Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209
EWALD B. NYQUIST 1100 L Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

SEYMOUR: . KiOX Dear Dr. Murtagh:

JOHN H. G. PELL As the State Liaison Officer, | am
forwarding the enclosed nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places:
LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER
Albany City Hall, Albany, New York
JLDRED k. TATLOR The above nomination has been reviewed
and approved by the Governor's Advisory
C. MARK LAWTON Committee on Historic Preservation, in
Director accordance with the criteria outlined in
Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York [Statg”H]storic
Trust would welcome the opportynity to/discuss
this submission with your offike. |

Singer

Louis C. Jones
State Liaitson Officer

STATE OF NEW YORK L7
)
,, /{«l -

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL J. PREZI0SO
Commissioner
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE
=

Date Entered 4 SEP 1972

Name

i
Lnbany city Hall

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits

Hon. James L. Buckley
Bon. Samuwel 8. Stratton

Director, Northeast Region

! HR SAMarusin :mm 8/28/72

Location

Albany
Albany County

State Liaison Officer

¥r, Alexander Aldrich
Cosmissioner of Parks & Recreation
Mew York State Historic Trust
Building 2 ~ State Campus

Albany, New York 12226



