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h. name ______________________________________L.

Albany Ci tv Hal 1
AND/OR HISTORIC:
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2. LOCATION______________________________________________ .•r:i

STREET AND NUMBER!

Eagle Street at Maiden Lane
NATlor;
REGIS-

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany-

New York
[3. CLASSIFICATION

COUNTY:

Albany 001

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

OWNERSHIP STATUS
ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

District Q Building ^ Public E Public Acquisition: Occupied 3 Yes:

o Site □ Structure Q Private Q In Process □ Unoccupied CU Restricted ^

—
Object n

Both □ Being Considered O Preservation work Unrestricted □
H in progress □ No: □
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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural □ Government K1 Park □ Transportation 1 1 Comments n
Commercial □ Industrial □ Private Residence □ Other (Specify) □Educational □ Military

Museum
□ Religious

Scientific □
Entertainment n n n
OWNERS NAME:

City of Albany
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Albany
5- LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

New York

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

__________ Albany County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Eagle street be-tween Pine and Columbia Streets
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Albany New York
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: OOO aCrO

{6, representation tN EXISTING SURVEYS______________________________________________

tltl_E OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: XQ65
Hudson River Valley Comnn~s?;inn Inventory

Federal [”] State ® County □ Local Q

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Hudson River Valley Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

105 White Plains Road
CITY OR TOWN:

Tarrytown New York
Rep. Samuel Stratton 
Congressional District #29
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CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent Q Good ^ Fair Q

(Check One) 
Deteriorated □

(Check One)

Altered □ Unaltered ^

Ruins □ Unexpose I

(Check One)

Moved Q Original

DESCRtBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (U known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On a sloping site at the terminus o£ Washington Avenue, the 
City Hall is visible blocks away in downtown Albany. The front (west 
facade is of two contrasting conponents: 1) the expansive and solid main
portion of the building^three and a half stories high and six bays wide 
and 2) Ae slender the con^iaratively delicate, square 202' high tower with 
a pyramidal roof. Due to the assymetrical placing of the tower Henry 
Russell Hitchcock judges that the best view of the building is from the 
southwest (see photograph). From this viewpoint the tower is flanked by 
the west (front) facade and the similar but sinpler south (side) facade.

^The consistant use of materials and recurring decorative motifs unify 
Ae vertical tower and the essentially horizontal main block of the build­
ing, The exterior walls are constructed of rusticated granite with brown- 
stone trim delineating the stories and accentuating the lintels and arches. 
The combination of these two materials created a polychrome effect \diich 
has been subdued with the years of city grime. A terra cotta flower motif 
and a geometric pattern of triangles can be found in the comice, front 
gable and archways throughout tiie main portion of the building and tower./

The con5)ound arches of the front entrance have tiers of relief sculp- 
tWe and gargoyles. Other carved figures are interspersed along the 
exterior mostly on the front (west) facade, however, the north and south 
sides have some sculptural details and roll mouldings for lintels. Due to 
their intricacy and comparative delicacy these details are hardly discemabl^ 
from a distance and therefore are secondary to the exterior design as a 
whole.

'^ilany elements of the exterior design reflect functions of the interior 

spaces. The virtually idLndowless tower was built to contain the city 
archives and is accessible by a stairway turret on the southeast of the 
tower. Since the City Council Chamber is located on the second floor over 
the main entrance hall the second story of the exterior facade is of 
equal height and grandeur as the first. Three compound arches accentuate 
the entrance on the first floor, and above on the second the Council 
Chamber opens out onto a loggia framed by four archest

A cruciform roof pattern is made by the intersection of a north-south 
gable roof and an east-west hip roof vdiich is one story higher dwarfing the 
front dormer. On the interior a large open stairway is located at the 
crossing. On the exterior two stone chimneys are located at the intersec­
tion of the gable and hip roofs.

The short, stockey tower on the southeast comer of the building was 
to be the transition to the jail in the architects original plan (see 
"study for rear of City Hall, Albany"). The jail and the "bridge of sighs" 
designed to bring prisoners directly from the cells to the court rooms 
were never built, and due to shortage of funds Richardson was not hired 
to design the interior of the City Hall itself.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian □ 16fh Century □

15th Century □ 17th Century □

18th Century Q 
19th Century

20th 1 29 197^ 

NATIONA'
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Appticabte and Known) 1881 R EG I ST
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheclr One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal 
Prehistoric 
Historic 

Agriculture 
Art

Commerce

Communications

Conservation

□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Education 
Engineering 
industry 
Invention 
Landscape 

Architecture 
Literature 
Military 
Music

□
□
□
□
□
□
□
□

Political
Religion/Phi­

losophy

Science

Sculpture

Social/Humon-

itarian

Theater

Transportation

a

□
□
□
□
□
□

Urban Planning 
Other (Specify) fjj

Ardii tertiiTe

tT’'?'

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)
/a fine exaji|)le of Hsnry H. Richardson’s mature style, the Albany City 

Hall is a key landmark in a AFXsually con^ielling and architecturally sophis­
ticated urban environment,

The building was ccanmissioned in 1880 to replace the old City Hall 
that had been destroyed by fire and therefore it dates from a period (1878- 
1883) generally considered Richardson's architectural peak. ffenry-Russell 
Hitchcock describes the building as "one of Richardson's most rananesque 
designs," but also eirphasizes Richardson's wide range of sources and disre­gard for "archeological correctness."^ Thus Richardson's buildings are bet­
ter described in terms of a personal style, and the Albany City Hall's banded 
arches, rythmic fenestration, bold expression of materials and comer place­
ment of the tower are characteristic features of Richardson's work often to 
be repeated by his followers. At the comer of the massive main structure, 
the two hundred foot archive tower is a harbinger of "modem architecture" 
in scale and verticality. /

Within clear view from the City Hall steps are many of Albany's finest 
government and institutional buildings. On a diagonal to the northwest of 
City Hall looms the huge and yet whii^ical State Capitol which combines as 
many architectural styles as architects (including Richardson) collaborated 
in its long term construction. The juxtaposition of the State Capitol and 
the City Hall afforcfea special opportunity to see the progression of 
Richardson's style from the 1870's to the 1880's. Different though the 
City Hall and State Capitol are in architectural styles, the exterior stone 
details show remarkable similarity as the same crew of stone cutters who 
originally came to Albany to work on the State Capitol were later hired for 
the sculptural details of the City Hall. Other distinguished buildings, 
all of idiich are listed on the National Register, surrounding the City 
Hall are the State Education Building, the Old Albany Academy, the Elk 
Street houses and the Court of Appeals.

Henry-Russell Hitchcock, The Architecture of H. H. Richardson and His 
Times. M.I.T.: 1961. p. 215.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER. LATITUDE
LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW O I m o » •»
NE O t m O 1 M

SE O * H 0 > »

SW g * • O t m

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

L ATI TUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
42 ° 39 ■ 07 ■

Degrees Minutes Seconds
73° 45’ 2l"

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY

STATE: CODE COUNTY

COUNTY;
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fir'FQRMPREPAR&PBY ' ......................... ............

NAME AND Tl TL E:

Chester H. Liebs REVISED BY; Cornelia E. Brooke, Research Assistant
ORGANIZATION REVISED

New York State Historic Trust May 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

Bui IdiDp 7 , State CampiLS
CITY OR TOWN;

STATE CODE

AlhaDV New York 36
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAMON_______ ^

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of tliiS'.noriiination is:

National / □ .State) Q Local □

Name

Title OvaManaft, HISISaSiSc

Date ^ m 71.

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology an^fiiistoric Preservation

•2^Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The N^ional Register .

Date
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DATE
NAME OF PROPERTY

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your// tA 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. ^

ur//
^v'

Insufficient locational information. _Owner of property/location of 
legal description necessary.

Geographical location codes missing 
or incorrect.

Classification (Item #3) incomplete.

_No bibliography.

Chemical copies of forms
unacceptable.

_Acreage 
Comments:

insufficient map coverage of property.
ComiiK’ivI n ! 4. ;

Description (Item //7). . .
Comments: ^Pe/U>e dUCMJlA4L Ux

y -

__Statement of Significance (Item #8) .
Comments: >7 , 77 &'i/^/v\4T<-€£JUf AVi/'fj/dfy/ Hu.

‘ UM- .^yUxd 'myTLX-
rvy<(/ 4}'hupn/i/uiAh'irii th ~Mf A')

fjuUaJM dLAAA/fKi'Ui^.[S4JL S~L

Clarification or correction of the items noted above must be made prior to 
the initiation of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors 
in (lei leioncles does not n('.c('.Hii/ir11 y liwuiri’ that the nomination will (lien i.ai > :ly 
N/illenal Roglstor criteria in iuii. 'f\ /

U
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STATE

New York

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY

Albany
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type alt entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) 
........................................................................................... ^

ENTRY NUM.B^ DATE

4 .SFP

Albany City HallCOMMON;
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STREET AND NUMBER: IT'Eagle Street at Maiden Lane A/
piiii

CITY OR TOWN:
Albany

STATE:

New York
CODE COUNTY: 1 ' t. CODE

3b Albany 001

_
|pHOTo credit: Van Rensselaer, Henry Hobson Richardson and his works p. 83.
3ATE OF PHOTO: reprintcd, Dover: 1969
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NEGATIVE FILED AT:

4, IDENTIFICATION _________ _^^
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION, ETC.

"Study for Rear of City Hall, Albany" showing south elevation 
as originally planned.

1972
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

Albany
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

4 SEP 137Z

COMMON: Albaiiv cltv Hall
AND/OR HISTORIC:

I- LOCATtC^ ~ ................ , ................

U

=)
0£

I-

(/)
Z

STREET AND NUM BER:

Eacfle Street at Maiden Lane
CITY OR TOWN:

Albany

New York Albany
S. MAP REFeRSNCe ■ ^

UJ

lU

to

SCALE: 1:24000

7
U.S.G.S. Quadrangle 7.5 minute series , Alb^y^.v v

.1253[4- REQUIREMENTS - - X-'A .a^7

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundories where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST
PARKS AND RECREATION • STATE OFFICE CAMPUS • ALBANY. NEW YORK 1 2 2 2 6 • 5 1 8-45 7-41 94

LOUIS C. JONES 
Chairman

CONRAD L WIRTH 
Vice-Chairman

EWALD B. NYQUIST

SEYMOUR H. KNOX

JOHN H. G. PELL

lAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER

MILDRED F. TAYLDR

C. MARK LAWTON 
Director

STATE OF NEW YORK

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL J. PREZIOSO 
Commissioner

August 13, 1971

Dr. William JVlurtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
801 19th Street., N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, 
the officially designated State Preservation Agency, 
and as the State Liaison Officer, I am forwarding 
the enclosed nominations to the National Register 
of Historic Places;

City Hall, Albany

Pastures Preservation District, Albany

The above nominations have been reviewed and approved 
by thfe Governor's Advisory Committee on Historic 
Preservation, in accordance with the criteria outlined 
in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staffthe Trust would welcome the opportunity to dtscus/s/these submissions with your office.

Louis C.I Jones 
Chairmar

teeavED'^f:.^SEPSOiS-I ^ SEP 20 1971
NATiCNAt ,~nregister "isimAv

-I



NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST
PARKS AND RECREATION • STATE OFFICE CAMPUS • ALBANY. NEW YORK 1 2 2 2 6 • 5 1 8-457-4 1 94

Joseph V. Noble
X0(I)5)(:XJ»W5(

Chairman

CONRAD L. WIRTH 
Vice-Chairman

EWALD B. NYQUIST

SEYMOUR H. KNOX

JOHN H. G. PELL

LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER

MiLDRED F. TAYLOR

C. MARK LAWTON 
Director

Mi
STATE OF NEW YORK

PARKS & RECREATION

SAL J. PREZiOSO 
Commissioner

June 15, 1972

Dr. William Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209
1100 L St reet, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

L

Dea r Dr. Murtagh:

As the State Liaison Officer, I am 
forwarding the enclosed nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places:

Albany City Hall, Albany, New York

The above nomination has been reviewed 
and approved by the Governor's Advisory 
Committee on Historic Preservation, in 
accordance with the criteria outlined in 
Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

The staff of the New York /Sta jstoric 
Trust would welcome the opportunity idiscuss 
this submission with your office.

S i n

Louis C. 
State Lia

ones
son Officer

v\
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STATE
taw TOwc

Date Entered 4 SEP 1972

Name

Allsatty Citr E«13.

;*•■■

^^■.■47,

*'f

Also Notified

Hon. Jacob K. Javits 
a^. JaiMs L. Hisiiaay 

s. stirattcm

Diractor, Northeast Region 
I HR____  SAMarusin rum 8/28/72

Location

Alban^f
Albaasr CoufitF
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*7

• -.xi' :-'>iw|S,3

" 7'>4i

:XWiPf>:
? ■

State Lialamt officer 
Hr. AleraBder Aldrich 
Cantlesittatec of Paries a Recreatioo 
New York State Riaterlc Trust 
Building 2 - State Caapos 
Albaa^, iictr fork 1222S


