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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A rectangular building of two stories, with a three-story ;p T4
It 1s approximately 57 feet by 75 feet;, there are three {§
each end and six on each side. The foundation, about t rb £b¥t
above grade, of a somewhat shaly stone is laid in rando _h
termindted by a beveled water table. The walls are of ré&d
divided into bays by buttresses, and into stories by a
moulded belt course just below the second-story window s
Small octagonal corner turrets extend above the roof leve /Aghe
walls were covered in later times, possibly the 1920's, with
gray stucco, which has effaced some of the detail.

An entrance is centered on each end of the building(N. and S.);
fhey are similar. The masonry opening is spanned by a two-
centered pointed arch, moulded above the spring line, and has
three wooden colonnettes in each jamb; there is a hood mould.
Three steps and a stone threshold lead to each doorway. A door
to the basement, on the east side of the building, 1s an addi-
tion to the original structure. The windows have stone sills,
some of them covered with stucco, and label moulds above the
head. On the first story the openings are rectangular, divided
into two parts by wooden tracery, each having a trefoil head.
On the second story the openings are pseudo-arched (or triangu-
lar-headed), they are also traceried, having a trefoil above
each part, and a lozenge above. At the center of each end, at
the second story, there is a large two-centered pointed-arch
window, triply divided by wooden tracery.

The tower contains a belfry with a pointed-arched (two-centered)
opening on each of the four sides, trimmed by a hood mould. Each
opening is divided into two parts by tracery and filled with
louvers.

The first story interior has a central longitudinal corridor
which affords access to rooms on each side., There is a stair
in the southwest corner of the building, and another in the
northeast corner.

The courtroom is on the second story, which it appears to have
filled, originally. Partitions now restrict it to the central
four bays, plus a gallery in the bay at the south end. There
is now, at the north end, an apse roughly semi-elliptical in
plan, behind the judge's bench. A semi-circular railing in
front of the bench divides this functional area from that re-
served for spectators. Offices occupy the NW. and SE. corners.
This second story originally was open to the trussed roof but
the space is now subdivided by an attic floor located at or
near the beginning of the roof. This notable open timber roof
is intact but now visible only in pieces. There are seven arch-
braced hammer-beam trusses, carrying seven purlins on each side,

, Continued on attached sheet
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Description, continued.

which in turn carry matched and beaded boards. Each has a
central pendant. There is a ridge pole. All of this roof
woodwork is painted in imitation wood graining.

The gallery has a solid wooden railing, ornamented with
trefoil-headed arcading. The attic floor is an addition,
for which additional trussing was introduced. Its lower
side forms the present courtroom ceiling, which is divided
into panels, of narrow matched and beaded boarding by wooden
mouldings.

The area at the north end of the courtroom is an architec-
tural curiosity in this Gothic building; it is a Neo-
colonial wall to partition off three small offices, and,

at the same time, provide an impressive background for the
judge's bench. The bench, with its witness box and clerk's
desk, rests on a dais four steps above the main floor level
of the room. Directly behind is a shallow apse with a
semi-elliptical plaster head. It is framed by wooden
pilasters of the Roman Doric order, on high pedestals.
Above this is a small second-story order, having a pair of
pilasters on each side. A central doorway is crowned by

a triangular pediment, having an egg-and-dart course in
the architrave, and a denticulated cornice. At each side,
there is another doorway, similar in detail except that

the pediment is segmental. 1In front of the bench is a
large space for lawyers; it is enclosed by a semi-circular
railing with turned balusters and square pedestals. This
setting was designed in 1894 by William Henry Miller,
Ithaca's noted architect who designed many of the finest
buildings. His style is marked by eclectism.

Heating of this building was orginally by means of stoves.
Later a steam system was installed. O01ld ornamental steam
radiators are still in placeld “15

lrhis description was taken in part from report by
Harley J. McKee ( see bibliography) .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"A mid nineteenth-century public building with a well-developed
plan, notable open-timber roof, and other interesting details
derived from medieval types. Its original state can be clearly
observed despite some interior subdividing. This building is

an uncommon survivor of its period in central New York,"(McKee)

"The 01ld Court House, the second on this site, was designed by
John F, Maurice, Architect, and built in 1854. The land was
given to the County in 1817 by Simeon DeWitt . . . for the
first @ourt House. The existing building is the oldest sur-
viving court house of the Gothic Revival Period in the State of
New York, and the oldest public building in Tompkins County.
It served as the County Court House for 78 years until sup-
planted by the present Court House which was built in 1932.

"The architectural character of the 01ld Court House reveals the
skill and restraint of the architect in adapting features of
English Medieval castles to a public building in the United
States. It is an early manifestation of the use of Gothic
forms in American architecture and exhibits much more restraint
than was to become popular in the years following. It presents
a skillful use of brick and wood to reproduce the stone detail-
ing found in its historical prototypes.

"Evidence of early attempts at summer and winter ventilation,
and heating systems, still exist in the building which, when
restored, will contribute to the history and development of
climate control in public buildings.

"The 01d Court House is, indeed, significant and worthy of pre-
servation because of its architectural character which is
unique in Ithaca, unusual elsewhere in New York or in the
Country . . . it is a distinguished and out-standing building.
Examples of work done in this period have been rapidly disap-
pearing and have but recently been awarded their important
place in the development of the Architecture of the United
States, The building is a sensitive adaptation of historic
precedence, exhibiting a fine appreciation of mass, pro -
tion, and space admirably adapted to its original use."(Bulleeck




Bullock, Orin M., Jr: Evaluation and Restoration Feasibility
Study of the 0ld Court House . . . 1thaca, New York, 1970

Levatich, Peter S., and Miller, John: Tompkins County Govern-
ment Center, an Office Space Study, §§6§ o

lMcKee, Harley J.: Historic American Buildings Survey, Part 11,
Second Tompkins County Court House (HABS No. NY-5442) 1966
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Stephen W. Jacobs, President
ORGANIZATION DATE

Historic Ithaca 24 July 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 151

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been > é
evaluated according to tHe &riteria and procedures set 4A1 ['(7! ﬂ ﬁﬂ4ﬂﬂﬂ {{l y
forth by the Natighal Park Jervice. The recommended LA S/

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic P%servalion
level of significAnce of thi

nomination is:

e X Local [] MAR18 197’

Date

National
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Title i New York State
Historic Trust

Date December 15, 1970 Date
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SCALE: 1 s 2400
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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CONRAD L. WIRTH, Chairman

JAMES E. ALLEN, JR.

SEYMOUR H. KNOX

' STATE OF NEW YORK

NEW YORK STATE HISTORIC TRUST

JOHN H. G. PELL
LAURANCE S. ROCKEFELLER
MILDRED F. TAYLOR

WILBUR E. WRIGHT,

Executive Secretary

LOUIS.C. JONES, Vice Chairman !
‘ l
]

: DIVISION OF PARKS
‘; ONSERVATION DEPARTMENT, ALBANY, N. Y. 12226

December 17, 1970

Dr. William Murtagh

KReeper of the National Register of
Historic Places |

National Park Service

801 Nineteenth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C; 2-036

Dear Dr. Murtagh j

As Chairman of the New York State Historic Trust, the officially
designated State Preservation Agency, and as the State Liaison
Officer, I am fo:::warding the enclosed nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places:

Albright-Knox Art Gallery
Buffalo, New York

Second Tompkins County Courthouse,
Ithaca, New York

0ld Saratoga County Courthouse Complex,
BallsEon Spa, New York

The above nominations have been reviewed and approved by the
Governor's Advisc;ry Committee in accordance with the criteria
outlined in Section 2.2 of the Grants Guide.

 The staff of the Trust would welcome the opportunity to discuss
these nominations with your office.

(Wil

- Dr. Louis C. Jones,
Chairman
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Dr. Louia C. Jonss

Chaiman

YNew York State Historic Trust
Parks and Recreation

failding 2 - State Camnus f;
Albany, New York 12226

Dear Dr. Jones:

We are pleased to inform you that the historic properties listed on

the enclosure have been placed on the National Rasister of Historic

Places. Senaﬁors Jacob XK. Javits and James L. buckley and the appronriata :
Renresentatives are being informed. A leaflet explaininq'the Hational i?é

Register is enclomsed fo% each of the pronarty owners. Please withhold
any publicity on this until vou have received a carbon cony of the
Congressional correspondence.
Sincerely yours,
(Sigued)

Director

Enclosures

MAR 18 1971

Entered in the MNational Register
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HR : 3/12/71 SMarusin:naf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR




Properties aided to the National Register of Historic Placas

NEW YORK

01ld Saratoga County Courthouss Comnlex

Second Tunnkina Countv Courthouse

Van Schaick House

Mew York State Department of Education
Building

Binghaaton City Hall

Whipple Cast and Wrought - Iron

% string Truss Bridge

Saratoga County, liew York
Tompkins County, lew York
Albany County, Hew York

Llbany County, Hew York
rooma County, lew York

Albany County, lew York



BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR

3/12/71 SMarusin:naf

HR

it Sl T el o e el o h

MAR 18 1971

MIQ-HR

fien. Jacob K. Javits
nitsd States Senata
Hashington, D. C.

Daar Senator Javita:
a3 are npleasad to inform ynu that the historie provertiaes listed on

the enclosura have been nomlnated by the State Liaison Officer anpointed

Ly tha Govarnor for the innlasentation of tha Hational iilsvoric Praservation

Progran in New York and have been satered into the National Rugister of
distoric Places. Senator James L. Suckiey and ;ho arpropraate feprasenta-
tives have also lLesn provided with this information. By copy of this
lotter, the State Liaison Officar, Dr. Louis C. Jonag, Chairman,

TJow York State Histerds Trust, Parks and Recreation, Bullding 2 - 3tata
Campug, Albany, ew York 122238, has likewisa boen notified. A leaflet
axplaining the Hational Ragister {s encloaed. -

Sinceraly yours,
(Signeq)

Director

Enclosuren

MAR 18 197

-

Intered in the National Pagister

ccs Dr. Louis C. Jones, Chairman, New York State llistoric Trust, Parks and
Recreation, Building 2 - State Campus, Albany, New York 12226

Also notified: United States Scnate lHouse of Representatives
Hon. James L. Euckley Hon. Carleton J. King
Hon. Howard W. PRobison
ilon. Samuel S. Stratton
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Properties added to the National Register of Historic Placas

NEH YORX

01d Saratoga County Courthouse Connlex

Second Townkins Countv Courtliouse

Van Schaick ilousn

Haw York State Department of Education
Buildiny

Binghanton City Eall

Whipnle Cast and Wrought - Iren
Bowstring Truss Bridge

Saratega County, liew York
Tompkins County, New York
Albany County, New York

Llbany County, New York
Broome County, liew York

Albany County, New York



