
Form 10-306 
(Oct. 1972) UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

New York
COUNTY;

New York
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

COMMON:

Hamilton Grange National Memorial
* > / ■

AND/OR HISTORI C:

Hamilton Granee
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

287 Convent Avenue
%CITY OR TOWN:

New York
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

STATE:

New York
COUNTY:

[3. CLASStFtCATiON ................. .......................... .........^
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

I I District g Building

I I Site Q Structure

I i Object

OWNERSHIP

^ Public 
I I Private 
I i Both

Public Acquisition;

1 1 In Process 
[ I Being Considered

STATUS

Occupied 
I i Unoccupied 
I I Preservotion work

In progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

i I Restricted 
2] Unrestricted 
□ No

PRESENT USE ('Check One or More as Appropriate)

I 1 Agricultural 
I 1 Commercial 

Educational 
I 1 Entertainment

[ ) Government 
I I Industrial 
I I Military 

Museum

m Po'k
I I Private Residence 
[ I Religious 
I I Scientific

I I Transportation 
[ 1 Other (Specify)

1 I Comments

I 4 AGENCY

National Park Service
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If appJicabte)

North Atlantic Region
CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

STREET AND NUMBER:

150 Causeway Street
STATE:

Massacusetts
CODE

.OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
025

®
s:

S'
g-

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC;

New York City Register's Office
STREET AND NUMBER:

31 Chambers Street
CITY OR TOWN:

New York
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE:

New York

CODE

s:

036

TITLE OF SURVEY:
____________________________________ ■

DATE OF SURVEY: I I Federal I I Stote I 1 County I 1 Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: CODE



CONDITION [ 1 Excellent I I Good

(Check One)

I I Deteriorated ( I Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One)

Altered Q Unaltered
(Check One)

^ Moved Q Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hamilton Grange, designed by John McComb, Jr., was built in 1803 

1802 on the brow of a pleasant wooden hill overlooking the Hudscn 

River, in what is now the Harlem Heights section of New York Ci1|y. 
Hamilton had a total of 52 acres of woods and open fields* He li 

ved in the house with his large family only two years, until 
July 11, 1804, when he died after a duel with Aaron Burr.
The Grange stands today crammed in between an apartment house o 

one side and a church on the other and amid busy thorofares, 

stately brownstone ihomes, schools, and museums. It is a fine 

example of early 19th Century architecture. In design, the house 

is simple and dignified. It is a two-story frame structure with 

brick-filled walls and partitions. The present foundation dates 

from 1889 when the building was moved from the original site.
All exterior walls appeared to have been wood sheathed and fi­
nished with horizontal siding. Windows are double or triple hun^ 

and all seem to be original. However, the two exterior doors 

facing the street were moved to their present location when the 

building was usedLja ebapel. Framing consists of heavy hewn tim­
bers combined with sawn joists and studs. Split-wood lath was 

applied to studs and ceiling joists and covered with three coats 

of plaster. Pine tongue and groove board floors seem to be ori­
ginal, with much patching and renewing. Present interior stairs 

are a replacement- when the house was moved. There has been a 

resetting of doors and introduction of new ones. The original 
balustrade above the cornice of the front porch roof has disa­
ppeared. The building needs considerable stabilization and some 

restoration to use and interpret it on the present site. The 

house is not furnished and only contains temporary exhibits
and National Park Service administrative facilities.

ft.Boundary; Commencing at a point 78.5<north of W. 141st St. and;
Running north along Convent Avenue for 46.9 it. and 
Running east and parallel with W. 141st St. for 100 ft. and 
Running south and parallel with Convent Ave. for 46.9 
ft. and Running west and parallel with tf.ri41strSt*- 
for 100 ft.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

^ □ Pre-Columbian Q 16th Century

[ 1 1 5th Century I I 17th Century

I I 18th Century 
pg 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE{S) (If Applicable and Known) 1801—180^
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Aboriginal

I 1 Prehistoric 
r~1 Historic 

I I Agriculture 
Architecture 

□ Art
I I Commerce 
I I Communications 
I I Conservation

I 1 Education 
I I Engineering 
I I Industry 
( I Invention 
I I Landscape

Architecture 
I 1 Literoture 
□ Military 
I I Music

Political

[ 1 Reli gion/Phi- 
losophy 

I I Science 
I I Sculpture 
I ! Social/Human- 

itari on 
I i Theoter 
I I Tronsportotion

I I Urban Planning 
6^ Other (Specify)

Hi Rtrnry

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hamilton Grange, the only house ever built and owned by Alexand^ 

Hamilton, is one of the very few Federal Period houses still 

standing in the city of New York today and the only one remaining 

which can be definitely atribued to John McComb, Jr,, of New York 

City Hall fame.

A small, neglected, and nearly forgotten home, the Grange standi^ 

today as a major link with Hamilton, one of America's greatest 

statemen and patriots. On the battlefield and in the halls of 

government, Hamilton fought to build a strong new nation. He 

stands among our Founding Fathers as one who worked at creating 

and in establishing a soiind financial basis for the new Govern­
ment.

But it is Hamilton as the family man, that the Grange really 

memorializes. The loss of political power was a bitter expe­
rience for the ambitious Hamilton. In his disappointment he 

turned increasingly to private life for his satisfactions- to 

the building of a long neglected law practice, stronger family 

relationships, and a home in the country. The Grange was very 

important to him even though he was unable to spend much time 

there as he wished. He named the house in honor of the ances­
tral seat of the Hamilton family in Scotland. He cherised the 

Grange as a place of refuge from the buffetings of a hostile 

world, a place where he could find a "sweet" asylum from care 

and pain. One of his major joys was the creation of a garden 

on his new estate.



I 9, MAJOR SlSLIOGRAPHiCAL REFERENCES _________________________

Mongin, Alfred, Historic Structures Report, Hamilton Granp;e- 

Federal Hall National Memorial, 1963.
Bevin, Newton P., Historic Structures Report, Architectural Data 
Section, Hamilton Grange. National Park Service, 1964.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

NW
Degrees Minutes Seconds

0 > ir

Degrees Minutes Seconds
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SE
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
LATITUDE

LONGl TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds40 0 Ti-9 , 20
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D^^g^ees M^gfes

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Q •
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

CODE

COUNTY:

COUNTY:
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IT FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Ricardo Torres-Reyes, Historian
DATE:

4/75
BUSINESS ADDRESS:

North Atlantic Region
STREET AND NUMBER:

150 Causeway
PHONE:

225-3778
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Boston Mass.
CODE

-02^

State Liaison Officer recommendation:
□ Yes
□ No
I I None

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

State Liaison OUicer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify­
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90 
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re­
view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom­
mended level of significance is National □ State
I I Local

Federal Represei

Title
l^cJ

AS [ - I INai| | OLeii.c

Native 5i^na/ure '

■^Direeterm Oifice/ot Arcneolo^y and Historic Preservation

Y?S/r?Z?
ATTEST:

m. Date

Keeper ot The National Regis

1' "7T
.GPO 930-449



Form 10>300a 
(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

(Ntxmber att entries)

Item number 8

STATE

COUNTY

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

After Hamilton's death, the family, according to his wishes, 
remained at the Grange. Thirty years later, Mrs. Hamilton sold 

it and moved to Washington, D. C. Subsequently the property 

changed hands many times and much of the land was sold. In 1889? 

a Mr. Cotting bought the Grange, moved the house 100 yards south 

east of its original location, and donated it to St. Luke's 

Episcopal Church. In the process of moving the house, the front 

and rear porches were removed. The house was used as a temporary 

chapel while a new church building was \inder construction next 
to it; later it served as the rectory. In 1924 the house was 

bought by George F. Baker, Sir., and J. P. Morgan, who donated 

it to the American Scenic and Preservation Society. Finally, in 

1962, the Society donated the house to the Federal government 
and it became a national memorial the same year.

The state of New York owns the land on which the house sits. in its 
present location the house is turned 90° from its original orientation 

to the street.

GPO 921-724



ROUTING AND REVIEW SUP,

THE ENCLOSED NOMINATIONS ARE ROUTED TO YOU FOR YOUR PROFESSIONAL REVIEW AND COMMENT ON THE COR­
RECTNESS AND ADEQUACY OF THE STATEMENTS AND EVALUATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN, SUPPLYING ADDITIONAL 
OR CORRECTIVE INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE. REVIEWER WILL SIGN HIS NAME HEREON FOR LATER REFERENCE 
IF NECESSARY. USE ADDITIONAL SHEET FOR COMMENT IF NEEDED AND ATTACH HERETO.

NOMINATED PROPERTY

FROM AREA OF:

-^paiIs1IEF ARCHEOLOGIST;

SIGNED: lomx^

CHIEF HISTORIAN:

■y fy>t^

<1

SIGNED;

CHIEF HISTORICAL ARCHITECT:

^PS U/UJ yi^iytn/^ ^ ^

ijU Ua urititA^ col^o*^ ^wvuu-^ •
U yCo ffyJU /oUiM4>L^ tA>PZU. cetAA ^ Uufuy^*XJ^

^ aL4Sm
C-€AA^

L
SIGNED:

REGISTRAR. LCS£pc

___PR KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER:

7/
G.- 0. Meek
Registrar, LCS

□ RECOMMENDED FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER 343-2532
SINTERED ON THE LCS ^\^/S' 4937-74 REGIST^^R LCS
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NAME OF PROPERTY VVoLOn >\ Aco A <rOL,o^e
^ \ TJ

STATE A/ V.
The attached National Register Invent*bry-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 

clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED.

Okas*i (TtWis olDescription:
K

n isl 1.^

statement of Significance:

Bibliography:
Geographical Data — Acreage:

UTM Reference(s): _________ ___________________
Verbal Boundary Description:/ LOVxqlV Olci.

booLrAclQLr\(fs. o-^ -yUe /s/ F\s SViehJ^ map

Certification:
Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may b^ directed to 

on the National Register staff, telephone ___________
Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

Chief, Branch of Registration r
Date:

INT:2 10S-74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8





Property^^_^^^

State The
W^k ing Number j\J P^

rv^ hJ ^ 

cf^ zr-/^i^:i
A/b^ Vs/ej(

TECHNICALPhotos__L

/ CONTROL

HISTORIAN

M/)tAZazJ^

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN

L-^B&oouls^

JJirzL-ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
oC
GoLe___________ 3'M 17

BRANCH CHIEF

KEEPER 

i ? 7

National Register Write-up 

Federal Register Entry
Send-back
Re-submit

Entered
I N T :2 1 06- 74

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7







Form 10-301 * UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

New York
COUNTY

New York
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

AUG 11 ia/b i—

. V national 
Registej?

Hamilton Grange National Memorial 
Hamilton GrangeAND/OR HISTORIC:
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STREET AND NUM BER:

___  287 Convent Ave,
CITY OR TOWN:

New York

New York 36
COUNTY:

New Yo
MAP RgFERgHCe ____________________________

U.S. Geological Gnrvfty (HpTit.T^aT Pa-i^L-
1: 2ii000

:=________1936-66 ____________ ____
SEQUIREMENTSU
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.





Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation 
1522 K Street N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20005

2 0 1978

L. J. Hovlg
Acting Regional Director
North Atlantic Region
National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
15 State Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02109

Dear Mr. Hovlg:

On September 5, 1978, the Council received a determination from the 
National Park Service that the proposed repairs at Hamilton Grange 

^ National Monument located in New York City would not adversely affect 
that National Register property. The Executive Director does not object 
to your determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting 
documentation and this concurrence, should be Included in any assessment 
or statement prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence 
of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Compliance

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of



WASO-166 
(August 1971)

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT

1^
TIME OF CALL AM

PM

1. CALL 1 TO: FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tet, No, ii needed)

A)f^S
3. SUBJECT. PROJECT NO,. ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

TKc kf)ce-o? L^a cjJ2 oia^

6%iA Oaa^2L .

f\jP^ (vo^ lv£9tX^SI j
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NAME OF PERSON PL A CIN G/R EC El VIN G CALL
TITLE OFFICE
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

IN kEPI.Y REFER TO!H30 NAR(PH)

NORTH ATLANTIC REGION 
150 CAUSEWAY STREET 

BOSTON. MA. 02114
May 6, 1976

ft '

n 8

Memorandum

To:

From:

Assistant Director, Park Historic Preserva

Associate Regional Director, Planning and Resource 
Preservation, North Atlantic Region

Subject: National Register Forms

We enclose the following National Register Inventory-Nomination forms 
with the additional information requested by the National Register 
Office. In some cases it was necessary to prepare a new form, but 
using the same 1972 forms, as previously arranged with the National 
Register Staff.

1. Grant's Tomb NM

2. Sub-Treasury Building NM

3. Hamilton Grange NM

4. Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace NHS

5. John F. Kennedy NHS

6. Atwood-Higglns House, Cape Cod NS

7. Highland Golf Course, Cape Cod NHS

8. Statue of Liberty NM

9. Sagamore Hill NHS

^O^uTiO/v

nj(y
F. Ross Holland, Jr.

Enclosures



MEETING REPORT
Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Project:

Location of [Meeting: Date:

Staff Member: Division:

Participant: Organization: Phone:

Report:

'lA M. ^ m '/Crd> rfiL ^ Jid9X^y
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ABOUT YOUR VISIT; Hamilton Grange National 

Memorial is located at Convent Ave. and West 141st St. 
You can reach it by 8th Ave. IND subway to West 145th 
St., or Broadway bus to West 145th St. and Convent Ave. 
Visiting hours are from 9 to 5 daily. The park is adminis­
tered by the National Park Service, U.S. Department of 
the Interior. Inquiries regarding the area should be 
directed to the New York City National Park Service 
Group, 26 Wall St., New York, NY 10005.

As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has basic responsibilities to 
protect and conserve our land and water, energy and 
minerals, fish and wildlife, park and recreation areas, and 
for the wise use of all those resources. The Department 
also has a major responsibility for American Indian 
reservation communities and for people who live in Island 
Territories under U.S. administration. mmi

Ill
fiamilton Grange

National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior National Memorial

tirCPO 1973543 501/31 REPRINT 1973

For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Qovemmait Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 - Price 25 cents
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(Resource Name) (Reference Number[s]) (Date form completed)

A/EVJ4 Os*WPE>4l<to
(County) (State) (Completed by)

STATUS:
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/___ 3. NHL 4. TR

DEMOLISHED f 5. MRA 6. OVER­
SIZED

7. NFS - 8. DOE - 9. RESTRICTED
UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION

EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( ); Nomination ( ); Map(s) ( ); Photos ( )
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )

2.
(Cause for removal)

(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name)

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location)

(Location of oversize file)

(Current source of partial documentation)

/ /
(Date Removed)

U- / H / (.O
(Date Designated)

/ /
(Target Date)

/ /COMMENTS:
(Where found, or source of replacement)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card

(Date Found/Replaced)

WASO 21 
JAN. 1986


