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(3] Altered [C] Unaltered Moved [C] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Hamilton Grange, designed by John McComb, Jr., was built in 1801-
1802 on the brow of a pleasant wooden hill overlooking the Hudsqn
River, in what is now the Harlem Heights section of New York City.
Hamilton had a total of 32 acres of woods and open fields. He 1i-
ved in the house with his large family only two years, until
July 11, 1804, when he died after a duel with Aaron Burr.

The Grange stands today crammed in between an apartment house on
one side and a church on the other and amid busy thorofares,

stately brownstone:homes, schools, and museums. It is a fine
example of early 19th Century architecture. In design, the houssg
is simple and dignified. It is a two-story frame structure with
brick-filled walls and partitions. The present foundation datesi.
from 1889 when the building was moved from the original site.

All exterior walls appeared to have been wood sheathed and fi-
nished with horizontal siding. Windows are double or triple hung,

S

and all seem to be original. However, the two exterior doors
facing the street were moved to their present location when the
building was used:g'chapel. Framing consists of heavy hewn tim-
bers combined with sawn Jjoists and studs. Split-wood lath was
applied to studs and ceiling joists and covered with three coats

SNOILONYLSNI I~

of plaster. Pine tongue and groove board floors seem to be ori-
ginal, with much patching and renewing. Present interior stairs
are a replacement- when the house was moved. There has been a
resetting of doors and introduction of new ones. The original
balustrade above the cornice of the front porch roof has disa-
ppeared. The building needs considerable stabilization and some
restoration to use and interpret it on the present site. The
house is not furnished and only contains temporary exhibits

and National Park Service administrative facilities.
ft.

Boundary: Commencing at a point 78.3,north of W. l4lst St. and;
Running north along Convent Avenue for 46.9 ft. and
Running east and parallel with W. l4lst St. for 100 ft. and
Running south and parallel with Convent Ave. for 46.9
ft. and Running west and parallel with W. 141st.St.-
for 100 ft.
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[C] Prehistoric [] Engineering [C] Religion/Phi- ] Other (Specity)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hamilton Grange, the only house ever built and owned by Alexand
Hamilton, is one of the very few Federal Period houses still
standing in the city of New York today and the only one remainij
which can be definitely atribu?d to John McComb, Jr., of New Yo
City Hall fame.

A small, neglected, and nearly forgotten home, the Grange stand
today as a major link with Hamilton, one of America's greatest
statemen and patriots. On the battlefield and in the halls of
government, Hamilton fought to build a strong new nation. He
stands among our Founding Fathers as one who worked at creating
and in establishing a sound financial basis for the new Govern-
ment.

But it is Hamilton as the family man, that the Grange really
memorializes. The loss of political power was a bitter expe-
rience for the ambitious Hamilton. In his disappointment he
turned increasingly to private life for his satisfactions- to
the building of a long neglected law practice, stronger family
relationships, and a home in the country. The Grange was very
important to him even though he was unable to spend much time
there as he wished. He named the house in honor of the ances-
tral seat of the Hamilton family in Scotland. He cherised the
Grange as a place of refuge from the buffetings of a hostile
world, a place where he could find a "sweet" asylum from care
and pain. One of his major joys was the creation of a garden
on his new estate.
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Mongin, Alfred, Historic Structures Report, Hamilton Grange.

Federal Hall National Memorial, 1963.
Bevin, Newton P., Historic Structures Report, Architectural Data

Section, Hamilton Grange. National Park Service, 1964.
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Ricardo Torres-Reyes, Historian
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North Atlantic Region
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150 Causeway
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2235778
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Mass.
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State Liaison Officer recommendation:
] Yes
1 No
[C] None

State Liaison Officer Signature

In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby
nominate this property to the National Register, certify-
ing that the State Liaison Officer has been allowed 90
days in which to present the nomination to the State Re-
view Board and to evaluate its sngmfxcance The recom=-

mended level of significance is Natxonal [] State

|:] Local /
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |CGOUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet)

(Number all entries)

Item number 8

After Hamilton's death, the family, according to his wishes,
remained at the Grange. Thirty years later, Mrs. Hamilton sold
it and moved to Washington, D. C. Subsequently the property
changed hands many times and much of the land was sold. In 1889,
a Mr. Cotting bought the Grange, moved the house 100 yards south;
east of its original location, and donated it to St. Luke's
Episcopal Church. In the process of moving the house, the front
and rear porches were removed. The house was used as a temporary
chapel while a new church building was under construction next
to it; later it served as the rectory. In 1924 the house was
bought by George F. Baker, Sir., and J. P. Morgan, who donated
it to the American Scenic and Preservation Society. Finally, in
1962, the Society donated the house to the Federal government
and it became a national memorial the same year.

The State of New York owns the land on which the house sits. 1In its
present location the house is turned 90° from its original orientation
to the street.

GPO 921.724
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The attached National Register InventKre Nom1nat1on form is being returned to your office for

clarification of the information indicated below.
IS RESUBMITTED.

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION

7 | Description: D\iagfl X “[)&nd ‘DPA O(\TCLCJAEQ) UHQL.U 3
2 1a
8 | Statement of Significance: ? V2SS, %KP Sé?_/,{{ IS“IZ:L

9 | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s):

Verbal Boundary Description:/ Whaol arce Hhe
houndories of e NHS? S¥eldn map
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12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

Map Coverage:

Other:

Questions concerning this nomination may b!’directed to

on the National Register staff, telephone

Thank you for your attention to the above items.
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GOMMON: Hamilton Grange National Memorial
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287 Convent Avenue
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New York
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COMMON: Hamilton Grange National Memorial
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
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Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation

1522 K Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

L. J. Hovig

Acting Regional Director

North Atlantic Region

National Park Service

U.S. Department of the Interior
15 State Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02109

Dear Mr. Hovig:

On September 5, 1978, the Council received a determination from the
National Park Service that the proposed repairs at Hamilton Grange
National Monument located in New York City would not adversely affect
that National Register property. The Executive Director does not object
to your determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting
documentation and this concurrence, should be included in any assessment
or statement prepared for this undertaking in compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence

of your compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

T —
Myra F. Harrison
Assistant Director
Office of Review
and Compliance

The Council is an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal Government charged by the Act of
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United States Department of the Interior ik

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE e AJL/C~
\ 4 ///\'"; ) (/{
Sorch 3 NORTH ATLANTIC REGION .4 =
e : 150 CAUSEWAY STREET V&
i;:.;'{j”ﬁ&f{ff;’h;o BOSTON, MA. 02114
May 6, 1976
Memorandum
To: Assistant Director, Park Historic Preservati
From: Associate Regional Director, Planning and Resource

Preservation, North Atlantic Region

Subject: National Register Forms
We enclose the following National Register Inventory-Nomination forms
with the additional information requested by the National Register
Office. In some cases it was necessary to prepare a new form, but
using the same 1972 forms, as previously arranged with the National
Register Staff.

1. Grant's Tomb NM

2. Sub-Treasury Building NM

3. Hamilton Grange NM

4. Theodore Roosevelt Birthplace NHS

5. John F. Kennedy NHS

6. Atwood-Higgins House, Cape Cod NS

7. Highland Golf Course, Cape Cod NHS

8. Statue of Liberty NM

)

F. Ross Holland, Jr.

9. Sagamore Hill NHS
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served as adviser to the President on international affairs
as well, suggesting solutions to delicate situations involving
Britain and France to avoid serious confrontation. It was
during this time that the relationship between Hamilton and
Thomas Jefferson—already strained by disagreement over
the degree of centralization desirable at the national level—
was ruptured, because Hamilton was an avowed admirer
of British administration and finance while Jefferson was
an enthusiastic supporter of the “democratic idealism” of
the French Revolution.

In 1798, when the United States was faced with the
threat of a war with France, Hamilton was commissioned
a major general in the army. Two years later, when war
had been averted and the tension somewhat relieved,
Hamilton returned to the practice of law. His career of
public service to his country had come to an end.

HAMILTON’S HOME AND FAMILY: During the Revolu-
tionary War, Hamilton had married Elizabeth Schuyler,
from a prominent upstate New York family. In the years
that followed, they raised eight children. Because of his
private law practice and his varied activities in business
and government, the Hamiltons found it difficult to settle
into a permanent home, and they lived at various addresses
in lower Manhattan near Hamilton’s offices.

Finally, in 1800, he purchased 16 acres of land in
what is now Harlem; later he purchased the adjacent 16
acres. In 1801-2 he had a house built on the brow of a
hill. He hoped that country life would provide an atmos-
phere in which his children could grow up healthy and
happy and where he could work peacefully and still
be able to travel to his Wall Street office and up the Hudson
Valley on business. He called his new home the Grange,
after the home of his grandfather, Alexander Hamilton,
Laird of the Grange, in Ayreshire, Scotland. The architect

. of the house was John McComb, Jr., who also designed
- the present City Hall and other prominent buildings in
New York City.

In design, the house is simple and dignified. It is a
two-story frame structure with brick-filled walls and parti-
tions. The brick filling was recommended by Hamilton’s
father-in-law, Gen. Philip Schuyler, to keep out vermin.




The timber came from Schuyler’s Albany estate. Just as
construction of the house was beginning, Hamilton’s eldest
son Philip was killed in a duel defending his father’s
political views. This great family tragedy was partially
alleviated by the birth of another son a year later, when
they were moving into the Grange.

For the next 2 years, the Hamiltons were busy
settling into their new house, completing the furnishings,
and improving the grounds. Hamilton continued to con-
duct part of his business and political activities from the
Grange. Then in July 1804, tragedy struck again. This time
it was Hamilton himself who fell mortally wounded in a
duel with his political rival, Aaron Burr.

After Hamilton’s death, the family, according to
his wishes, remained at the Grange. Thirty years later,
Mrs. Hamilton sold it and moved to Washington, D.C.
Subsequently the property changed hands many times and
much of the land was sold.

In 1889, a Mr. Cotting bought the Grange, moved
the house 100 yards southeast of its original location, and
donated it to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. In the process
of moving the house, the front and rear porches were
removed. The house was used as a temporary chapel while
the new church building was under construction; later it
served as the rectory.

In 1924, the house was bought by George F. Baker,
Sr., and J. P. Morgan, who donated it to the American
Scenic and Historic Preservation Society. The Society set up
a trust fund of $50,000 for the permanent maintenance of
the Grange as a memorial to Hamilton. Finally, in 1962,
the Society donated the Grange to the people of the United
States. It was accepted by and established under the
National Park Service as a national memorial. It is one of
the very few Federal Period houses still standing in the
city today. The present condition of the house attests to
the fine workmanship of the period. Eventually, the
National Park Service will restore the house as nearly as
possible to its appearance in Hamilton’s time. When this
work is completed, Hamilton Grange will take on greater
meaning as a reminder of one of the great men of our
early history.

ALEXANDER HAMILTON

From the painting by John Trumbull
Courtesy National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C
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