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1. Name Of Property

tif ; ;

RECEIVED 2280

(NAT. register OF HISTORIC PLACES
MTIONAL

historic name Osceola Town Hall

other names/site Osceola Methodist Church

2. Location

street & number North Osceola Road 

village Osceola

state New York . code NY county Lewis code 049

___[ ] not for publication

___ [ ] vicinity

. zip code_____13680

3. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presen/ation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this [ X ] nomination 
[ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements as set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property 
[ X ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally 
[ ] starawide [ X ] locally. JUj ] see continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title: CorfTmission^for'Historic Preservation 

New York State Office of Parks. Recreation & Historic Preservation______

'Date

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([ ] see continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereb^ertify that the property is:
fJf entered in the National Register 

[ ]see continuation sheet 
[ ] determined eligible for the National Register 

[ ] see continuation sheet 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register

[ ] removed from the National Register 

[ ] other (explain)

theK ite of action



Osceola Town Hall/Former Methodist Church 
Osceola, Lewis County, New York

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

[ ] private 
[ X ] public-local 
[ ] public-state 
[ ] public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

[X] building(s)
[ ] district 
[ jsite 
[ j structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Non-contributing
1_______ _____ 1 buildings

_____________ _____________sites
_____________ _____________structures
_____________ _____________objects

1 1 TOTAL

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

NA

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGIOUS: church Education: library

Government: town hall Government: town hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone________

mid-iate 19 Century: Carpenter Gothic walls heavy timber framing with clapboard siding

roof metal

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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Description

The Osceola Town Hall, built in 1882 as a church, is a one-story, frame building on the 
west side of North Osceola Road at the north end of the tiny, cross-roads hamlet of Osceola 
in the predominantly rural agrarian town of Osceola. It sits on a relatively flat, 60’ wide by 
130’ deep lot surrounded by expansive farm fields to the north and west and several altered 
late nineteenth/early twentieth century dwellings to the south and east. A small gravel 
parking lot is located in front (east) of the building; the remainder of the lot is characterized 
by grass and a few small trees. The hamlet, consisting of only a few public buildings and 
several dozen private dwellings, is located on the east bank of the Salmon River as it 
meanders on a northwest/southeast course through this relatively unpopulated section of 
Lewis County.

The Osceola Town Hall is a three-bay-wide, four-bay-deep Carpenter Gothic building 
surmounted by a steeply pitched, metal-clad, gable roof with slightly projecting eaves. 
Oriented on an east-west axis, the frame superstructure rests on a raised, random course 
stone foundation and is sheathed with narrow clapboard siding. Narrow comer boards 
articulate the stmcture. Fenestration is regular; large. Gothic-arched door and window 
openings are evenly spaced throughout the building; double-hung windows with clear glass 
panes predominate. The front fa§ade is distinguished by decorative woodwork in the apex 
of the gable end, including a quatrefoil applique and vertical board siding with saw-tooth 
edging. A large oculus is located above the central entrance. Although the front door is 
new, the original Gothic arched opening. Gothic-arched transom light, and molded wood 
trim survives intact. The building originally featured a square bell tower supporting a tall 
spire; these were removed, along with interior liturgical furnishings, when the church was 
converted for use as a town hall.

On the interior, the building retains its room configuration from its days as a church; it is a 
single, large, open space, with only a few temporary partitions added to divide the area into 
library and town hall purposes. The original hardwood floors survive (covered in some 
areas by carpeting) as do plaster walls and beaded-board wainscoting.

Until the 1990s, a long, low, gable-roofed frame carriage/horse shed was located behind the 
former church. It collapsed after decades of neglect.
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Significance

The Osceola Town Hall, built in 1882 as the Methodist Church and converted in 
1920 into a town hall, is architecturally significant as a highly intact, representative 
example of Carpenter Gothic religious architecture in Osceola. Characteristic 
features of the type and period embodied in the building include the large. Gothic- 
arched windows, the steeply pitched gable roof, and the decorative wooden trim in 
the apex of the front gable end. The building is additionally significant under 
criterion A (area: politics) for its 80+ year association with local government.

The earliest body of Methodists in the hamlet was organized in the 1870s, about a 
decade after the Congregational Church was established and two decades after the 
“Osceola Independent Church” was formed. The latter group met in the District #1 
Schoolhouse and, in 1867, the Congregationalists built a church. Meanwhile, the 
Methodists spent several years meeting in private homes and being serviced by 
circuit riders. In 1882, under the leadership of Reverend A.J. Grant, money was 
raised by the Methodists for the construction of a permanent house of worship. Built 
by local contractors William Patterson and Benjamin Jackson, the 1882 edifice was a 
rectangular, gable-roofed frame building with Gothic-arched windows, decorative 
woodwork in the apex of the front gable end, and a square bell tower tall topped by a 
tall spire.

The hamlet experienced relative prosperity during the late nineteenth century; 
economic stability was provided by several mills, including a tannery, on the Salmon 
River. By 1875, the hamlet also boasted a general store, a district school (#8) and the 
local post office, all of which drew farmers and their families from the surrounding 
township. Despite the rather well-to-do character of the hamlet, neither the 
Congregationalists nor the Methodists were able to support full-time, long-term 
pastors. By the early twentieth century, the two congregations merged and used the 
1867 Congregationalist Church as their home base. The old Methodist facility was 
acquired by the town in 1920; the steeple and pews were removed and the building 
was converted for use as the town hall. Since then, the building (which now also 
houses the town library) has served as the center of political, social and educational 
activity in hamlet.




















