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1. Name of Property

historic name Purple. Gilbert E., House

other name/site number Northern Tioga Telephone Company

2. Location

street & number 34 Maple Avenue 

city or town Newark Valley_______

state New York code NY county Tioga

______ □ not for publication

______ N/A vicinity

code 107 zip code 13811

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this S nomination
□ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
H meets □ does not trieet theM^tional Roister criteria. I recommend that this property be considered ^gnificar]
□ nat\onsf\if^ S y^lly. (D/See continuation sheet for asjditional comments.)luation sheet for addi

Signatfre or certifying official/ntle 

New York State Office of Parks. Recreation and Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. ( □ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying officialATitle Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nay6nal Park Service Certification
I hereb^ertify that the property is:

0 entered in the National Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

Q determined eligible for the
National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the

National Register.
Q removed from the National 

Register.
□ other, (explain:) _____________

ionature of the Keeoer Date of Action



Purple, Gilbert E., House
Name of Property

Tioga County. New York
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

□ public-local 

S private

□ public-State

□ public-Federal

□ district

^ building(s)

□ site

□ structure

□ object

Contributing

3

Noncontributing

0 buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of reiated multipie property iisting
(Enter "N/A“ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Hist. & Arch. Resources of the Town & Village of Newark Valley

Number of contributing resources previousiy iisted 
in the National Register

8

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/residence

Commerce/business

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/residence

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Queen Anne

Materiais
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls wood

roof

other

asphalt

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
See Continuation Sheet.
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DESCRIPTION

Located at the northeast comer of Maple and Elm Streets, the Gilbert E. Purple House is part of a residential 
neighborhood in the Village of Newark Valley in Tioga County, New York. The village is approximately 10 
miles north of the Village of Owego, the seat for Tioga County and 20 miles northeast of the city of 
Binghamton. The Gilbert E. Purple House is in the west portion of the village, west of Owego Creek and the old 
Lehigh Valley Railroad tracks that follow a north-south path through the village, parallel to Main Street (SR 
38). The house and two contributing outbuildings are located on a double lot containing approximately 19,000 
square feet. The surrounding residential neighborhood contains a mixture of late-nineteenth and twentieth 
century residences.

Built by Herman Saddlemire in 1903, the house was purchased by Gilbert Purple in 1911 who substantially 
expanded it, beginning in 1913. The house is a modest two and one-half story Queen Anne style building 
constmcted of wood frame and clapboarding. There is a stone foundation in the earlier portion of the building 
and a concrete foundation in the later section/northem portion. The formal entrance to the house is located at the 
southeast comer of the south elevation, emphasized by a one-story angled porch that extends along the south 
and east elevations. The porch sections end at two projecting gable-ends that mirror each other on each 
elevation. Both of these sections contain a large central window with two smaller windows on either side that 
are angled and recessed. Each recess is framed by a simple arch molding with a pendant at the peak. This 
recessed arch design is repeated on each comer of the north elevation and contains a window in the west comer 
and a door in the east. There is a small, pitched gable covering with side brackets that cantilevers over the door. 
A large concrete square chimney dominates the north elevation, mnning from the foundation through the peak 
of the roof gable.

To the left of the chimney, the north elevation contains a one-over-one double hung sash window. All second 
story windows are of one-over-one double hung sash. The windows are paired in the projecting gable end in the 
second story. The windows in the southwest comer are directly over the entrance and windows in the first floor. 
There are three windows directly over the second story windows in this comer that are part of a third-story 
turret capped with a steeply pitched bell roof. Each roof gable end has a small square window directly over the 
paired windows in the second story. The roof is cross-gabled with a plain molding and fascia board under a 
slightly projecting eave. The entire roof is covered with asphalt singles.

There is a large two-story addition on the west elevation of the house, constmcted ca. 1930. The addition is 
rectangular in shape with a slightly sloping roof. The northwest comer of the addition is set at an angle to the 
building in keeping with the rest of the comer treatments of the house. There is also a cellar entrance below the 
first floor window. The first floor has a covered entrance at the north end. Next to the door are two sets of 
paired windows with six-over-six lights. There are two sets of these same windows in the north side of the 
addition. The south side of the addition has one offset one-over-one double hung sash window. The second 
story contains a half-wall with 5 large screened porch openings. This rectangular addition contains an enclosed 
porch and kitchen on the first floor and a sleeping porch attached to a small bedroom on the second floor.

Access can be gained to the interior through the ca. 1930 addition. The door to the interior leads directly into the 
first floor porch that is adjacent to the main kitchen. A dining room is to the east of the kitchen with an
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adjoining sitting area to the south that also contains the main stair to the second floor and formal entrance.
There is music room to the west of this area and another room to the north of the dining room. The floor plan of 
the second story level mimics the first floor with bedrooms over corresponding rooms below. The second floor 
contains three bedrooms, bathroom and sleeping porch with adjacent bedroom on the west side of the house.
The first and second floors contain approximately 1240 square feet each of interior space.

Both the first floor porch and adjacent kitchen feature bead board wainscoting and original wood trim. The main 
kitchen also has pass-through cupboards that connect to the adjacent dining room. The dining room cupboards 
have hardwood-paneled bases with fluted trim that is repeated in the windows and doors. The hardwood floor in 
the dining room has a pattern of alternating strips of dark and light wood around the perimeter. All floors in the 
house except for the kitchen are original the hardwood. The dining room floor pattern repeats in the adjoining 
section to the south that contains the foyer/entry hall. There is also a winding, wooden paneled staircase with 
plain moldings and a low, curved seat next to the bottom step. The fluted trim window and door treatments 
continue throughout the foyer and into the small parlor on the south side of the house. All rooms in the second 
floor except the bathroom have original wood floors and window trim. The sleeping porch features the same 
headboard trim that is in the first floor porch. The closet in the east bedroom also has similar headboard.

An attic and turret are located above the second floor and are accessible via a stairs next to the east bedroom. 
The attic is unfinished except for a room in the turret located in the southeast portion of the attic. The attic and 
finished turret room contain approximately 941 square feet of space. The turret room is octagonal shaped and 
features two built-in storage cabinets and a built-in desk. This room was used for record storage when the house 
contained the offices of the Northern Tioga Telephone Company.

Just west of the house is a contributing two-and-one-half story garage and workshop containing 4364 square 
feet and a small, one-room shed that occupies 80 square feet and was used as a bicycle repair shop by a Purple 
family member. The garage/workshop is of cast concrete construction on the first floor and wood clapboarding 
on the second level. There is a large opening on the south side of the first level that accommodated a telephone 
company vehicle. The second floor has a workshop for fabricating telephone boxes/bases. The attic space above 
was used for wood storage and still contains a fair amount of wood left by the telephone company. Since much 
of the wood is the same stock used in the interior of the house, the current homeowner is storing the wood to 
use for necessary repairs should they be needed.
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8. Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x“ in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

architecture

commerce and industry

Period of Significance 
1903-1954

Significant Dates
1913

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Herman Saddlemire

Gilbert Purole

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) See Continuation Sheet.

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# __________________________
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # _______________________

Primary location of additional data:

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other Name of repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Located in the Village of Newark Valley, the Gilbert E. Purple House is significant under Criterion A 
for its association with the historic context outlined in Section B-3 "Agricultural Development and Rural 
Newark Valley, 1865-1946" in the 1997 State and National Registers of Historic Places multiple 
property listing entitled Historic and Architectural Resources of the Town and Village of Newark Valley, 
New York. The house is also significant under Criterion C as an intact example of early twentieth 
century Queen Anne style architecture in the Southern Tier region of New York State. The house was 
originally built in 1903 by Herman Saddlemire and expanded by Gilbert Purple after he bought the 
property in 1911. The Gilbert E. Purple House was originally built as a private residence, but by the 
mid-twentieth century, it served a dual purpose of residence and offices of the Northern Tioga 
Telephone Company, a small, independent local telephone company. A combination garage and 
workshop was built circa 1930 for use by the telephone company and is still on the property and largely 
intact. There is also an intact bicycle repair shop dating to the period of significance on the property. The 
house and its associated outbuildings retain a high degree of integrity in terms of location, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT:

When he moved his family from Owego to the village of Newark Valley in 1911, Gilbert Purple bought 
a small house from Herman Saddlemire located on a sizable lot at the comer of Maple and Elm Streets. 
Saddlemire originally built the house in 1903 and Purple began expanding it in 1913 by adding a large, 
two-and-one-half story section to the north end of the building and later, a two-story enclosed porch on 
the west elevation. Purple kept the building in the same Queen Anne architectural style and repeated the 
window details that Saddlemire incorporated into the house, such as a large prominent window flanked 
by angled and recessed windows at the comers and a single window in the gable ends. The addition and 
enclosed porch were constructed of wood framing and clapboarding in keeping with the 1903 portion of 
the house.

Little is known about Herman Saddlemire, but Gilbert Purple was a prominent person in the village of 
Newark Valley. He was bom in Smithville in Chenango County in 1861 and moved to Newark Valley 
from Cortland County with his family in 1879. A year later at the age of 19, Purple began an 
apprenticeship with the Tioga County Herald. He left the paper in 1882 when his family moved from the 
village. After working briefly for a creamery in Elmira and afterwards as a typesetter for the 
Binghamton Morning News, Purple returned to Newark Valley to take charge of the Tioga County 
Herald, serving as editor, compositor and printer. In 1884, he purchased a half interest in the paper, 
eventually becoming the sole owner. By 1901, Purple had 8-9 employees and offices in a building on 
Water Street in the village.

In 1908, Purple sold the Herald and moved to Owego to become the managing editor of the Owego 
Daily Record. A year later, he moved to Waverly, 30 miles to the southwest of Newark Valley, when the
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paper was consolidated with the Waverly Free Press. He continued as the managing editor until the 
paper ceased operations in 1911. It was at that time that Purple decided to retire from the newspaper 
business and return to Newark Valley. He was one of the shareholders of the Northern Tioga Telephone 
Company and decided to concentrate his efforts into running the company.

Although a small number of independent telephone companies existed from the time the telephone was 
invented, the independents became an industry in 1893 when patents held by the American Bell 
Company expired. The independent companies serviced smaller, mostly rural areas not covered by Bell 
and by 1897, more than 6000 independents were operating in the United States. At first, the independent 
companies could only provide service between their subscribers but in 1913, a ruling from the U.S. 
Attorney General allowed the companies to interconnect with the Bell system. The Northern Tioga 
Telephone Company was one of the independents serving the rural area of northern Tioga County. It 
organized in 1904 and by 1908 expanded to include 600 telephones. Gilbert Purple became the sole 
owner and ran the company from 1908 to 1922. His sons Jay and Carl joined him after their return from 
service in World War I and he turned the entire company over to them in 1922. Carl later moved to 
Norwich in neighboring Chenango County to work for the Chenango Telephone Company. Jay 
continued to run the company until he sold it to the Call Telephone Company in 1951. Jay Purple used 
the large room in the first floor addition as offices for the Northern Tioga Telephone Company and the 
room in the attic turret for record storage. Older residents of the village still recall paying their telephone 
bills at 34 Maple Street.

In addition to running the newspaper and the Northern Tioga Telephone Company, Gilbert Purple was 
active in civic affairs. He helped organize the Newark Valley Fire Department in 1885 and served as its 
first engineer. He was also president of the village and served numerous terms on the village board, 
often spearheading projects such as a municipal water system in 1904 and electric lighting for the village 
in 1914. He was one of the founders of the Northern Tioga Agricultural Society (1880) and served as its 
secretary for 19 years. He was also instrumental in consolidating the village’s school districts and active 
in temperance matters, working to keep Newark Valley "dry". Gilbert Purple died in 1949 and was 
buried in Hope Cemetery in the village.

Although it is not clear whether Gilbert Purple built the addition and porch or had it done for him, it is 
known that his father was a carpenter and that young Gilbert assisted him with projects. It is assumed 
that his father passed on his skills of carpentry to his son. The additions to the house at 34 Maple Street 
attest to someone’s skill with its well-crafted rooms and attention to detail. When the sleeping porch on 
the second floor was built, the builder used thin strips of wood for flooring in order to make the floor 
follow the bend of the wall by arranging the strips in a pinwheel fashion. The beaded wainscoting was 
repeated in both the first and second floors in the enclosed porch to maintain consistency in design.

When Purple began adding onto the house, he had the addition match the earlier portion, giving it the 
appearance of one seamless structure. The foundation has the only visible exterior evidence that the 
house was built in two sections at two different times. The foundation under the earlier portion is stone 
and the later portion has concrete. According to village histories, the earlier portion of the house was 
built by Herman Saddlemire and shows a high degree of craftsmanship as well. The exterior has well-
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executed elements characteristic of the Queen Anne style such as large porch, asymmetrical appearance 
and a turret with a high pitched cap. As previously mentioned, Saddlemire’s comer window recesses 
were copied by Purple. The house also has a built in curved comer seat which appears in other houses 
built in the area, including the Knapp House, listed on the State and National Registers of Historic 
Places in 1998.

The house remained in the Purple family until Jay’s death in 1981 and was purchased by the current 
owners in 1983. The current owner is also a carpenter and appreciates the fine craftsmanship exhibited 
in the house. Any repairs or maintenance are done sympathetically to match the historic fabric of the 
house. The owner would also like to see the house listed in the State and National Registers of Historic 
Places in recognition of the building’s place in the history of Newark Valley and to be part of 
revitalization efforts in the village.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than 1 acre 
UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 401892 4675414
Zone Easting Northing

318
Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

2 18
Zone Easting Northing

418
Zone Easting Northing

□See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Virginia L. Bartos, Historic Preservation Program Analyst (See Continuation Sheet) 

organization NYS Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation date February 20, 2004 

street & number PO Box 189 telephone 518-237-8643

 state NY zip code 12188-0189city or town Waterford

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name/title Edward and Margaret Head

street & number 34 Maple Street 

city or town Newark Valley

telephone (607) 642-5421 

state NY zip code 13811

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and comprieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The house is on a rectangular 161 feet along Maple Street, 118 feet long along Elm Street, 162 feet long along 
the north boundary and 111 feet long at the west boundary.

See attached map.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Property boundary is the same as during the period of significance.
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Original application and information prepared by;

Edward and Margaret Head 
34 Maple Street 
Newark Valley NY 13811 
(607) 642-5421

Additional Information supplied by:

Barbara Laviers 
1100 S Ocean Blvd 
Pompano Beach FL 33062-6667
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Photograph List 
Gilhert E. Purple House
34 Maple Street, Village of Newark Valley, Tioga County NY

Photographs taken by Virginia L. Bartos, November 24, 2003. Negatives on file with Field Services Bureau of 
the NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation, Peebles Island State Park, Waterford, NY.

Photo # 1-View of exterior looking southwest, showing formal entrance.

Photo # 2—View of exterior looking northeast showing west and south elevations.

Photo # 3—View of exterior looking west showing east elevation and portion of garage/workshop.

Photo # 4-View of former bicycle repair shed.

Photo #5—Interior view of staircase in formal entrance.

Photo #6-Interior view from Dining Room through kitchen into enclosed porch.
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STATEMENT OE OWNER SUPPORT

Before an individual nomination proposal will be reviewed or nominated, the owner(s) of 
record must sign and date the following statement:

I, BTium/'J. V ________ , am the owner of the property at
(print or type owner name)

fflapit JlJ/fjia/lc I/a//-/ u V/inkL________________
(street number and name, city, villa^ or town, state of nominated property)

I support its consideration and inclusion in the State and National Registers of Historic 
Places.

(si^rature and date)

3¥ f^le.
AliamAi [jt/l/^n //// /j’/-//

7
(mailing address)


