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1. Name of Property

historic name Birae/Horton House

other name/site number Katharine Pratt Horton House

2. Location

street & town 

city or town

477 Delaware Avenue

Buffalo

state New York code NY county Erie

_____  □ not for publication

____  □ vicinity

code 029^zip code 14202

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this El nomination 
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
S mee« □ does not meet tt^ Nation^Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
□ naticAarfly n/Sta^ts^We Hflocaliy-iJn See continuation sheet for addition^ comrnents.)

w7Sign Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

1. Na^t
hereb^e 

9 er

^onal Park Service Certification
I here^certify that the property is:

I entered in the National Register.
□ See continuation sheet.

□ determined eligible for the 
National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
□ removed from the National 

Register.
□ other, (explain;) _____________

Signature of the K Date of Action



Birae/Horton House
Name of Property

Erie County, New York
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(check only one box)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

□ public-local 

S private

O public-state

□ public-Federal

□ district

1^ building(s)

□ site

n structure

□ object

Contributing

1

Noncontributing

1

1 1

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previousiy iisted 
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC/single dwelling

Current Function
(Enter categories from instructions)

SOCIAI-/meeting hall

7. Description
Architecturai Ciassification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/ 
Georgian Revival style

Materiais
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation

walls
stone
brick

roof
other

rolled roofing

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

The Birge-Horton House, a Georgian Revival brick residence designed by Green & Wicks in 1895, is located in 
“The Midway,” a group of twelve high-style row houses on Delaware Avenue in Buffalo. Delaware Avenue, 
from Niagara Square to Gates Circle, was the principal residential thoroughfare in the city during the late 
nineteenth century, and these row houses were midway between those two points. This section of the avenue is 
situated in the locally designated Allentown Historic District, contains, in addition to the row houses, numerous 
freestanding mansions and clubs from the nineteenth century, interspersed with twentieth century commercial 
development.

The house faces west onto Delaware Avenue. It is four stories tall, three bays wide, and built of brick with 
stone trim. The brick is laid in Flemish bond. All windows are six-over-one sash, except on the fourth floor, 
where they are six-over-six. The first story features a central semicircular porch, supported by four Ionic 
columns without fluting, approached by a flight of splayed stone steps from the sidewalk; the entrance is 
through double doors. The porch is flanked by a window at either side, capped by stone splayed lintels. The 
edges of the first floor elevation are defined by stone quoins, which do not extend to the other floors. The 
second floor is separated from the first by a stone belt course, and features the largest windows of the fa?ade, 
designating this as the piano nobile, or principal floor. These windows are surmounted by stone lunettes that 
feature carved swags and wreaths above splayed lintels, all capped by brick arches with stone keystones. The 
third floor windows are smaller, and are also capped by splayed stone lintels. At the fourth floor, the windows 
have a continuous belt course at the sill, and are framed by projecting brickwork. The cornice is supported by a 
row of modillions above a course of dentils. At the roofline is a tripartite balustrade; the original individual 
balusters have been replaced by flat panels. This balustrade was originally surmounted by four urns festooned 
with swags, which are now gone. The roof appears to be flat.

Entrance though the double doors leads into a small vestibule, with a single door leading into the reception hall. 
This is the principle space on the first floor, measuring 25’ wide and 26’ deep, and incorporates the stair hall. 
This space features a beamed ceiling supported by eight freestanding Ionic columns. At either side of the 
vestibule is an alcove with seat, and there is a large fireplace on the south side of the reception hall. Nearly all 
of the woodwork is painted white. An opening at the rear of the hall leads to a passageway and coatroom, the 
rear hall, and then to the kitchen and pantry. The kitchen has been recently modernized, but retains its original 
cabinetry, as does the pantry, which also features the original dumbwaiter to the second floor.

The staircase is located at the south side center of the building, and is open to the roof, where a skylight 
provides illumination. (A much smaller servants’ staircase is to the east of the grand staircase.) Three flights 
and two landings accomplish the rise to each floor. The first flight is quite wide, and here the stairs appear to be 
spilling out into the stair hall.

On the second or principle floor (originally referred to as the first floor) are the most significant spaces in the 
house. At the west, or Delaware Avenue, end is the library, at 25’ x 23V2’ one of the largest rooms in the house. 
Built-in bookcases line the north and south walls, and there is a large fireplace in the south wall with a triple
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arch mirror above. A large circular painting in the ceiling features putti cavorting among the clouds against a 
blue sky. Many of the furnishings in this and other rooms were brought here by the house’s second owner, 
Katharine Horton. An opening with pocket doors separates the library from the hall.

The hall is separated from the staircase by a triple arch arcade supported by Ionic columns; this entire space is 
defined by Ionic columns and pilasters. Two of the comers of this space have a mere sliver of a pilaster, capped 
by the corresponding sliver of a capital. On the north wall is a full-length portrait of the previous owner, 
Katharine Pratt Horton, behind which there is a section of wallpaper that may be original. (Very little wallpaper 
survives in this house, which would likely have been a prominent feature in the home of a man who had derived 
his wealth from the manufacture of wallpaper.) The light fixture in the center of the room, reputed to be by 
Tiffany Studios, features opalescent stones; this may reflect the interests of the first owner, Henry Birge, whose 
hobby was gem collecting.

The dining room is to the east of the hall, and features a fireplace in the northwest comer of the room, directly 
above the kitchen range on the floor below. The space is illuminated by a great semicircular bay with large 
diamond pane casement windows and built in seat. To the south is the butler’s pantry, complete with original 
cabinets (still filled with Mrs. Horton’s china) and working dumbwaiter.

On the west end of the third floor, directly above the library, is the principle bedroom. This room is currently 
being used as a library. To the east are a large closest and a dressing room; the latter leads to a large bathroom. 
Here the original sink remains, but the other original features, such as a large square bathtub, are gone. Now 
used for storage, this space is still illuminated by the original domed skylight of opalescent glass. At the east 
end of the third floor is the primary guest room, which features the same dimensions and glassed bay as the 
dining room below. On the west end of the top floor were two more guest rooms, while at the east end were the 
two servants’ rooms and bathroom; this floor is now a private apartment.
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8. Significance
Appiicabie National Register Criteria
(Mark "x“ in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 

for National Register listing.)

Areas of Significance
(enter categories from instructions)

□ A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

ARCHITECTURE

E B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 

distinguishable entity whose components iack 
individuai distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history.

Period of Significance
ca. 1895-1954

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x* in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
Significant Dates 
ca. 1895

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

Significant Persons
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
Katharine Pratt Horton

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Architect/Builder
Green and Wicks, Architects of Buffalo. N. Y.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
#

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other Name of repository;

I

□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _____________________
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Birge-Horton House at 477 Delaware Avenue is architecturally significant under National Register 
Criterion C as an outstanding and largely intact example of a Georgian Revival row house, one of a group of 
important row houses that are unique in Buffalo. This house was designed in 1895 by Green & Wicks, the 
preeminent architectural office in Buffalo from the 1890s through the early twentieth century; this firm had an 
established reputation for high quality design, and their work was frequently featured in various national 
architectural periodicals of the day. On both the interior and exterior, the Birge-Horton House retains a high 
level of historic integrity of design, materials, workmanship, setting and association.

This house was built for Henry M. Birge (died 1904) and his wife, the former Fanny King (died 1930), whom 
he married in 1878. Henry was the second son of Martin H. Birge (1806-1900), who came to Buffalo during 
the 1830s and opened a dry goods store. His focus eventually shifted to selling wallpaper, and finally to 
manufacturing it. Martin Birge took in Henry and his brother George as partners in the 1870s (after both had 
graduated from Harvard), the firm becoming M. H. Birge & Sons, and they built a new plant at Niagara and 
Maryland Streets on Buffalo’s lower west side. The company grew to become one of the largest wallpaper 
concerns in the nation, internationally known for quality, and eventually opened offices in Europe. The firm 
became a branch of the National Wall Paper Co. in 1890, with the brothers becoming managers at the Buffalo 
plant, but returned to Birge family control in 1900. (M. H. Birge & Sons prospered through most of the 
twentieth century, under the control of George and his descendents, but eventually fell victim to changing 
fashion. The firm moved out of the plant at 390 Niagara Street in 1976, which was subsequently demolished, 
and went out of business in 1982.)

In the spring of 1895, Henry Birge commissioned a row house from Green & Wicks, perhaps the most 
prominent architectural office in the city at the time. By 1895 Green & Wicks had become the architects of 
choice for the Birge family: they had remodeled the Birge Building on Main Street in 1894; in 1895 they were 
remodeling George’s summer home at Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ont., and were designing an entirely new 
wallpaper factory for the Birge firm at Niagara and Maryland Streets, to replace the one destroyed by fire the 
year before.

The site chosen was in The Midway (originally called the Midway Plaisance) on Delaware Avenue, Buffalo’s 
most prestigious residential street. The Midway was a group of thirteen luxury row houses unique to Buffalo 
(now reduced to twelve; the comer house at 469 Delaware Avenue was demolished in the 1970s for a parking 
lot). (The name was derived from its being midway between Niagara Square, the center of the city, and 
Delaware Park, Buffalo’s largest park.) There was never a great need for row houses in Buffalo, where even a 
family of moderate means could afford a detached dwelling in the city; but as the wealthy of the major east 
coast cities lived in such houses (out of necessity), it seemed like an idea worth trying to the elite of Buffalo. 
Such a development was already under consideration by early 1888, when the Buffalo Architectural Sketch 
Club held a competition for row house design.' The former Cornell Lead Works, on the east side of Delaware

See “Competition for a City Front.” Inland Architect and News Record 11 (March 1888).
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Avenue north of Virginia Street, was demolished c. 1890, and in 1892 construction began on what would later 
be called “the most urbane streetscape in the city.”^ Though each house was of different design, all would 

present the appearance of a unified composition through similarities in height, width, and compatibility of 
materials. This goal was achieved through the common consent of the clients and their architects, who included 
George Cary, Marling & Johnson, Lansing & Beierl, and Green & Wicks.

By early 1895, only one lot in the Midway was still vacant, and this was the lot purchased from Kate Sweet by 
Fanny Birge on April 25, 1895. (Most sources give Henry as the client, but a cost list of 1896 states that the 
client was Fanny; see appendix.) Green & Wicks soon had plans underway, and a permit (#5581) was filed 
with the Bureau of Building on July 16, 1895. The prominent local builders E. M. Hager & Son had charge of 
erecting the four-story, brick and stone Georgian Revival house, which was built at a cost of just under $20,000, 
exclusive of furnishings. Henry and Fanny had moved into the completed house by the spring of 1896. (Not to 
be outdone, brother George soon commissioned his own freestanding Georgian Revival house on Symphony 
Circle, designed by the prominent Boston architects Little & Brown.)

The Birges did not long enjoy their new house. Poor health forced Henry to retire from his position at the Birge 
plant in 1900; Henry and Fanny then left Buffalo, possibly for New York City, and soon divorced (they had no 
children). His health did not improve, and Henry died at Canandaigua, N.Y., in 1904. He left the bulk of his 
estate to Fanny, who never returned to live in Buffalo; she lived in New York City for several years and then 
spent the rest of her life in Toronto. After the Birges departed, they rented the house at 477 Delaware Avenue 
to a succession of locally prominent tenants.

From about 1901 to 1903 the house was rented to Peter A. Porter (1853-1925) and his family. Porter was a 
successful businessman and politician who divided his time between Buffalo and Niagara Falls, N.Y., his 
birthplace. During the late 1880s he introduced the legislation at Albany that facilitated the development of the 
Niagara Falls power project. Porter’s family was among the earliest settlers of Western New York, arriving in 
1795, and was of great distinction militarily; His father died at Cold Harbor during the Civil War, his 
grandfather was a hero of the War of 1812, and his great grandfather fought in numerous battles during the 
Revolution.

During 1904 and 1905 the house was occupied by Mrs. Frances M. Wolcott (1851-1933) and her son Lyman M. 
Bass, a prominent local lawyer. She was the daughter of Elizia Metcalf, whose 1882 house (demolished) was 
the first Buffalo commission of McKim, Mead & White. Frances was first married to Lyman K. Bass (died 
1889), a local congressman whose law firm included Grover Cleveland. Her second husband was Edward O. 
Wolcott, U. S. senator from Colorado, a business associate of her first husband. She returned to Buffalo around 
1900, sans senator, and appears to have left the city for good around 1906. Frances Wolcott was prominent in 
social and cultural circles in the major cities of America and Europe during most of her life. Her summer home, 
“Hillcrest,” near Geneseo (where she resided concurrently with 477 Delaware Avenue), “was the center of a 
group of leaders of art and literature,”^ as was her later home in New York City. The same was no doubt true of

^ Francis R. Kowsky, “Delaware Avenue,” in Jan Cigliano and Sarah Bradford Landau, eds., The Grand American Avenue, 1850- 
1920. (San Francisco: Pomegranate Art Books, 1994); 54.
^ “Services are Held for Mrs. Wolcott.” Bujfalo Evening News (Feb. 11, 1933)
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her “big Buffalo house on Delaware Avenue... on ‘The Midway,’ where she entertained at dinner parties to 
which the city’s best people came.”'^

In early 1906 Katharine Pratt Horton (1848-1931) took up residence at 477 Delaware Avenue, and unlike the 
previous tenants, would stay for the rest of her life. After renting the house for about sixteen years, she 
purchased it from Fanny Birge in 1920, becoming the second of only three owners. Katharine was the daughter 
of Pascal P. and Phebe Pratt, one of Buffalo’s oldest families. Pratt founded M&T Bank in 1856, today one of 
the larger banks in the nation, among many other Buffalo businesses. Katharine married prominent local 
businessman John Miller Horton (died 1902) in 1869; together they lived and traveled for over a decade in 
Europe, and were received at numerous royal courts. Her elegant and refined tastes, heightened by European 
experience, contributed to Katharine’s great success as a society hostess in Buffalo: “Indeed, it was as a hostess 
that she shone with greatest charm. Her home on Delaware avenue was reminiscent of the salons of France, 
with its sumptuous furnishings in the style of the Louis, its faience and its objects of art.”^

Katharine Pratt Horton was considered “Buffalo’s grand old woman” at the time of her death, “for more than 50 
years one of the most prominent club women in the city and always active in civic, social and patriotic events.”^ 

She was a member or leader of countless local and national societies, many of which she helped found; in fact, 
there seemed to be few organizations favored by society women that she was not a member of. Katharine also 
served on the Women’s Board of Managers at the Pan-American Exposition in 1901, represented her city at the 
Charleston Exposition of 1902, the St. Louis World’s Fair of 1904, and the Panama-Pacific Exposition of 1915, 
and served as a delegate to the International Peace Arbitration Congress in Europe. But her greatest passion 
was the Katharine Pratt Horton Buffalo Chapter of the National Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR). ‘This organization was the child Katharine Pratt never had, upon it she lavished the 
devotion of her great and generous heart.. She had been one of the chapter’s founders in 1892, and 
eventually became the regent; under her enthusiastic leadership, it grew into the second-largest DAR chapter in 
the nation.

So great was her interest in the future of theDAR chapter that Katharine left 477 Delaware Avenue, along with 
its furnishings, to the chapter at her death, and “established a $20,000 endowment fund for its maintenance as 
the society’s headquarters with the provision the Buffalo chapter be named in her honor.”® Katharine Pratt 
Horton died in “her Palatial Delaware Avenue home” on Aug. 27, 1931, and funeral rites were held in the 
house. Her will was contested by family members, as she knew it would be. “What do you think of my having 
willed my house with all its contents to the Buffalo Chapter D. A. R.?,”^ she asked rhetorically in the late 

1920s. Her own view was that as her relatives were well provided for, and her father’s inheritance carried no 
restrictions, she could do as she wished. Thus the newly named Katharine Pratt Horton Buffalo Chapter of the 
DAR became the third and current owner of the Birge House.

^ “Brilliant Career of Mrs. Wolcott Closes.” Buffalo Courier (Feb. 11, 1933). The statement began with, “For some years during and 
after the World War,” but there is no evidence that Wolcott was living in Buffalo during that time.

6 44-

Passes Away.” Buffalo Courier {Aug. 28, 1931)
Mrs. John Miller Horton, 83, Dies After Long Illness.” Buffalo Evening News (Aug. 27, 1931)

“Katherine Pratt Horton.” Buffalo Truth (Sept. 1931)
* “Jury to Hear Contest Over Horton Will.” Buffalo Courier (Dec. 17,1931) 
’ “Katherine Pratt Horton.” Buffalo Truth (Sept. 1931)
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The architectural firm of Green & Wicks was perhaps the most significant ever to practice in Buffalo. The 
office was the leading firm in the city when the Birge House was commissioned, as a contemporary account 
attests: “Buffalo has many good architects, most of them young and well trained in the latest developments of 
their great art; but to no single firm is so much of prominent Buffalo work attributable as to Green & Wicks. 
Both members of that firm are young and full of energy, but with many years of experience in large work, and 
that they have indelibly impressed their mark upon the Buffalo of today.”^°

Edward B. Green (1855-1950) and William S. Wicks (1854-1919) were natives of Central New York. Both 
attended the architectural program at Cornell University during the 1870s, where Green graduated in 1878; 
Wicks completed his final two years at MIT, graduating in 1877. (They were among the few men to have a 
formal architectural education during this period, as most American architects received their training solely in 
established offices.) Both men worked for William H. Miller in Ithaca around 1880, and the partnership of 
Green & Wicks was formed in Auburn, N.Y., in 1881-1882. The young firm immediately began receiving a 
significant amount of work in Buffalo, and moved to that city during 1884-1885. Green & Wicks then began 
executing a stream of prominent buildings: the First Presbyterian Church (1889-1891) (National Register), 
Market Arcade (1892) (National Register), Dun Building (1893-1894), Twentieth Century Club (1895-1896), 
and Buffalo Savings Bank (1898-1900) in Buffalo, the University Block (1897) in Syracuse, and the Albright 
Memorial Library (1891-1892) in Scranton, Pa., are some of the more significant early examples to survive; all 
were contemporaries of the Birge-Horton House. Later work included the Marine Bank Building in Buffalo, the 
State Agricultural College in Ithaca (National Register), and the State Fair Buildings at Syracuse (National 
Register), all c. 1910-1913, and numerous residential commissions. The firm was dissolved in 1917, and Wicks 
died two years later; Green continued to practice, first with his sons, then with other partners, almost until his 
death in 1950. As James, Meadows & Howard, Green’s firm ultimately lasted until 1974.

The earliest work of Green & Wicks was Queen Anne in style; this was later supplemented by the 
Richardsonian Romanesque and Shingle styles. Around 1890 these picturesque styles began to give way to 
models of classical derivation, the predominant expression of the American Renaissance then beginning to 
bloom across the nation. Green & Wicks produced some transitional designs during this period, most notably 
three houses on The Midway, 487-489 and 499 Delaware Avenue (1892-1893). Although they utilized buff 
Roman brick and classical details, these residences are more Queen Anne or medieval in character than 
classical. By the time the Birge House was commissioned. Green & Wicks were working almost exclusively in 
the classical mode, producing designs that aspired to a direct connection with an idealized past sought by the 
new American aristocracy. In fact, their firm’s work closely paralleled that of the great New York architects 
McKim, Mead & White, principal progenitors of the American Renaissance. Green would have been well 
aware of their work, having been a member of the Architectural League of New York since 1887; the New York 
firm was also producing two Georgian Revival houses in Buffalo at the time, the Robert K. Root House (1894- 
1896; demolished) and the Charles H. Williams House (1895-1896), both on Delaware Avenue only two blocks 
away from The Midway.

' Modern Buildings. Illustrated Buffalo Express {A.pn\ 14, 1895); 12.
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In fact, the Birge House seems to have been directly inspired by two early McKim, Mead & White essays in the 
Georgian Revival: the Amory-Olney Double House (1890-1892) in Boston and the H. A. C. Taylor Double 
House (1892-1896) in New York, that city’s first Georgian Revival house. Green & Wicks reduced those six- 
bay designs to three bays and incorporated many of the features. On the prototypes the stone lunettes above the 
windows on the piano nobile featured alternating designs of swags and wreaths; on the Birge House each of the 
lunettes featured both swags and wreaths. Green & Wicks also made more use of the stone splayed lintels. 
Perhaps the greatest exterior difference was at the base. The McKim, Mead & White designs featured solid 
stone ground floor exteriors, which Green & Wicks translated as brick with stone quoins. Another departure 
was the pronounced semicircular porch on the Birge House, a feature Green «fe Wicks had already used on a 
Colonial Revival Edmund B. Hayes House (1890-1891; demolished) at 147 North Street.

The Birge-Horton House retains a remarkably high level of integrity in detail, setting materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association, reflecting the aspirations of its late nineteenth century architectural firm and its 
occupants. As one of Buffalo's most distinguished examples of Gerogian Revival domestic architecture, the 
Birge-Horton House is one of the most important local historic landmarks.

Appendix

Green & Wicks Account Book No. 1, pp. 158-159 
[Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society Library]

Henry M. Birge Residence, Delaware Ave., Buffalo; Built in 1896 
Small floor plans glued in: ground, first, second and third floors

Time: Draftsmen 1,399% Superintendence 165 Hours 
Wages $432.14 Wages 76.85

Typescript, pasted in:

Sept. 5^^, 1896

Cost of House for Mrs. Fanny Birge, Delaware Ave. Buffalo N.Y.

Mason, Cut Stone and Iron Work (including one-half cost party wall each side, 
estimated at $1000) $6,274.00

Carpenter, Painting, Glazing and Roofing Work 8,673.78
Plumbing and Gas Fitting Work 1,614.74
Heating Apparatus, (Hot Air) 477.30
Electrical Work 399.81
Hardware 265.00
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Iron Sash 
Leaded Glass
Hearths, Fire-Place work, and Vestibule Floor
Dump Waiter
Flour Barrel Stand
Refrigerators
Grading, etc.
Screens
Walks, and Moving Tree 
Survey

164.83
134.00 
495.15

79.00 
3.00

170.00
100.00
42.00 

103.94
27.10

Total, $19,023.65

Architects Fees, (about) 5% for Plans, Specifications, Details and Supervision; 949.68
Grand Total, $19,973.33
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 0.09 acre

UTM References
(Place additional boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

1 17 637550 4751390
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification
(Expiain why the boundaries were seiected on a continuation sheet.)

Zone Easting Northing

□See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Claire L. Ross, Historic Preservation Program Analyst (form prepared by Martin Wachadio) 

organization NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation date January 26, 2004 

street & number Peebles Island, P. O. Box 189 telephone 518-237-8643

 state NY zip code 12188city or town Waterford

Additional Documentation
Submit the foilowing items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additionai items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name/title Buffalo Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Inc. Karen Dickerman, Regent 

street & number 477 Delaware Avenue telephone 716-639-0803

 state N. Y. zip code 14202city or town Buffalo

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being coilected for appiications to the Nationai Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eiigibiiity for listing, to iist properties, and to amend existing iistings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the Nationai Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Nationai Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Birge/Horton Huse 
Erie County, New York

Section number 10 Page 1

Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundary for the Birge/Horton House is shown as a heavy black line on the accompanying land surveyor 
map at 477 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New York.

Boundary Justification:

The boundary for the nomination has been drawn to coincide with the historic and current legal lot line for the 
property at 477 Delaware Avenue, Buffalo, New York.
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Erie County, New York

OMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form

Section number 11 Page 1

Original research and first draft nomination prepared:

Ms. Karen Dickerman, Regent
5701 Kippen Drive
East Amherst, New York 14051

Final draft nomination prepared by:

Mr. Martin Wachadlo 
Preservation Consultant 
3224 South Alfred Road 
Blasdell, New York 14219



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

OMB No. 1024-0018, NPS Form

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Birge/Horton House 
Erie County, New York

Section number PHOTOGRAPHS Page 1

Name of Property 
Location, County, State

Birge/Horton House 
477 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, N. Y.; Erie County

Photographs by: name, year, address 
Negatives at: address

Martin Wachadlo, March 04 
3224 South Alfred Road 
Blasdell, New York 14219

Key to Photographs:

1. Main fagade looking east.
2. Interior, first floor Reception Hall.
3. Interior, second floor landing showing staircase.
4. Interior, second floor Library.

4



Birge/Horton House 
477 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, New York
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Altering any Item on this map Is In violation 
as provided in Section7209. Part 2 of the New York State Education Law,
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EMBOSSED
With new vcrk state licensed land

SURVEYOR'S SEAL

RE-SURVEY RE-SURVEY RE-SURVEY

Harold l. Gantzer 
Krause & Gantzer

CIVIL ENGINEERS ft LAND SURVEYORS 
172B LIBERTY BANK BLDC.

420 MAIN STRICT
BUFFALO.N.Y. 14202
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OMB ApprmalNo. 1024-B01B

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Continuation Sheet
Section number Page

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 04000703 

Birae-Horton House___________

Date Listed: 7/16/04 

Erie
Property Name

N/A __________

County
NY
State

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance 
with the attached nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, 
exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding the National Park Service 
certification included in the nomination documentation.

slg^ture~of the Keeper Date of Action

nended Items in Nomination:

8. Statement of Significance: Area(s) and Criteria.

"Social History" is the appropriate area of significance that corresponds to the 
house's historic associations under Criterion B with Katharine Pratt Horton, who 
resided in the house for more than 25 years.

This information has been confirmed with NYSHPO staff by telephone.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without attachment)

"M.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY Birge--Horton House 
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEW YORK, Erie

DATE RECEIVED: 6/03/04
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 7/03/04
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 04000703

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/18/04
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/17/04

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE:
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT:

COMMENT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT

PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL:

DATE

N
N
N

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM./CRITERIA 

REVIEWER ----------DISCIPLINE

TELEPHONE
DATE 7 / / 6 ^ 0 ^

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLI^Y^^J

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.





















BUFFALO PRESERVATION BOARD 901 City Hall 
Buffalo, New York 14202 

(716) 851-5029

Thomas W. Marchese, Secretary

January 23,2004
i !

1^: i

Claire L. Ross
National Register Program Analyst
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
Peebles Island, P.O. Box 189
Waterford, New York 12188-0189

J. ,!4

'•I

Birge/Horton House
477 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, New York, County of Erie

Dear Ms. Ross:

At its meeting on January 22, 2004, the Buffalo Preservation Board approved the request from your 
office to waive 30 days of Buffalo’s 60-day comment period so that your office has had the opportunity 
to refine the draft nomination of the above captioned property to the State and National Register of 
Historic Places.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to contact Thomas W. 
Marchese, Executive Secretary, It (716) 851-5029.

Sincerely,

Buffalo Preservation Board

John M. Laping, FAIA 
Chairman

JML: tm
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City of Buffalo
Office of the Mayor

Anthony M. Masiello
Mayor

January 23, 2004

Claire L. Ross, National Register Program Analyst 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau 
Peebles Island, P.O. Box 189 
Waterford, New York 12188-0189

Re: Birge/Horton House
477 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, New York, County of Erie

Dear Ms. Ross:

JAN 3 0 2C04

I concur with the decision of the Buffalo Preservation Board to waive 30 
days of Buffalo’s 60-day comment period so that your office has had the 
opportunity to refine the draft nomination of the above captioned property to the 
State and National Register of Historic Places.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at (716) 851-4841.

,incerely,

Anthony M.

AMM/sa



BUFFALO PRESERVATION BOARD 901 City Hall 
Buffalo, New York 14202 

(716) 851-5029

Thomas W. Marchese, Secretary

March 5,2004

Claire L. Ross
National Register Program Analyst
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau
Peebles Island, P.O. Box 189
Waterford, New York 12188-0189

Re: Birge/Horton House
477 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, New York, Erie County

Dear Ms. Ross:

At its meeting on March 4,2004, the Buffalo Preservation Board met to consider the nomination of the 
property listed above to the State and National Registers of Historic Places.

The Board, after due consideration, finds that the property met the following criteria established for 
listing on the State and National Registers of Historic Places:

• That the Birge/Horton House is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

• That the Birge/Horton House embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

Consequently, we support the nomination of the Birge/Horton House to the State and National Registers 
of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

Buffalo Preservation Boa

John M. Lapmg, FAIA
Chairman

JML: tm



gp-fe—# City of Buffalo
Office of the Mayor
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Anthony M. Masiello
Mator

March 5, 2004 MAR 1 I 200}

iiSIii:'
Claire L. Ross, National Register Program Analyst 
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau 
Peebles Island, P.O. Box 189 
Waterford, New York 12188-0189

Re: Birge/Horton House 
477 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, New York, Erie County

Dear Ms. Ross;

I concur with the Buffalo Preservation Board’s support for the nomination 
of the property listed above to the State and National registers of Historic Places.

The Board, after due consideration, finds that the property met the 
following criteria established for listing on the State and National Registers of 
Historic Places:

That the Birge/Horton House is associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past.

That the Birge/Horton House embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable 
entity whose components lack individual distinction.

I am in support of the nomination of the Birge/Horton House to the State 
and National Registers of Historic Places.

Sincerely,

Anthony M. Masiello 
Mayor

AMM/sa
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Birge-Horton House 
477 Delaware Avenue 
Buffalo, NY 14202 
April 6, 2004

Ms. Claire Ross
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 86 Historic Preservation 
Historic Preservation Field Services Bureau 
Peebles Island 
P. O. Box 189
Waterford, NY 12188-1089

its [I y E

aPh - 9 2004

RE; Letter of Support 

Dear Ms. Ross:

As Regent of Katharine Pratt Horton Buffalo Chapter, National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution, I support the nomination and 
application of the Birge-Horton House to the State and National Historic 
Registries.

As you know, the Birge-Horton House was built between 1893 and 1895. 
The four stoiy Georgian Revival neo-classical row houses were unique to 
Buffalo, New York, and architects for 477 Delaware Avenue were Green 86 
Wicks. These houses, called the Midway, were located midway between 
Niagara Square and Forest Lawn Cemeteiy.

The home was built for Mr. 85 Mrs. Henry Birge, and later sold to Mr. 
John Horton. Upon Mr. Horton’s death, Mrs. Katharine Pratt Horton 
lived there until her death, having served as Regent of the Buffalo 
Chapter, NSDAR for over 30 years. Mrs. Horton willed the house to her 
beloved Bioffalo Chapter of the National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution, with the stipulation that the name be changed to 
Katharine Pratt Horton Buffalo Chapter, NSDAR.

Our chapter takes great pride in owning this magnificent home and we 
are honored to support its listing on the New York State and National 
Historic Registries.

Sincerely, 

v_ A/V 0^

Karen Ann Kliest Dickerman, 
Regent
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