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1. Name of Property

historic name Nelson. Thomas. House

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 1231 Seymour Lane

city or town Peekskill 

state New York . code NY county Westchester

_______[N/A] not for publication

_______ [N/A] vicinity

. code 119 zip code 10566

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Presentation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this [X] nomination [ ] request 
for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places 
and meets the proc^ral and professional requirements as set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property [X] meets [ ] 
does not meet the ^ional Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally [ ] statewide 
[X] locally. ([ ] s^ aontinuatioo sheet i/aadditionaf comments.)

gnatlire of certifying omcial/title 

New York State Office of Parks. Recreation & Historic Preservation
4^

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([ ] see continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natioiufl Park Service Certification

I hereb^ertify that the property is:
M entered in the National Register 

[ ]see continuation sheet 
( ] determined eligible for the National Register 

[ ] see continuation sheet 
[ ] determined not eligible for the 

National Register

of the Kee date of

[ ] removed from the National Register 

[ ] other (explain)_________________



Thomas Nelson House
Name of Property

Westchester County. New York 
County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(check as many boxes as apply)

[x] private 
[ ] public-Iocai 
[ ] public-state 
[ ] public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

[x] building(s)
[ ] district 
[ ] site 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing
2

Noncontributing
buildings 

. sites 

. structures 
objects

TOTAL

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a muitiple property listing)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register

6. Function of Use

Historic Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Italianate

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone and brick

walls clapboard

roof asphalt

other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)
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a

Narrative Description

The Thomas Nelson House, an Italianate frame residence built c. 1860, is situated in a residential 
neighborhood comprised of single family homes (dating from the mid-19“‘ to late-20“* centuries) 

and sits on a 1.67 acre site with mature landscaping. In addition to the house, one small outbuilding 
is on the property, the well house, and is included in this nomination. It is located approximately 15 
feet from the north east comer of the main building.

The Nelson House is two stories in height with a slightly hipped roof. The building’s footprint is 
approximately 41 feet wide by 52 feet deep; excluding the one-car garage added in 1950. The 
exterior of the building is clapboards. The basement’s foundation is a combination of stone and 
brick. Cement steps lead into the northeast comer of the basement from the east yard.

The one-story open front porch extends across the three-bay main fagade and around to the first bay 
of the west elevation. It has scrolled brackets supported by paired posts and bracketed eaves. Each 
of the large four, two-over-two sash windows on the main fagade have heavily molded trim with a 
semicircular carved fan-shaped design atop the lintels. Twenty two-inch diameter wood stars 
decorate the segmentally arched main entrance surround. The entrance contains two glazed wood 
doors and exterior screen doors. A pedimented bay window projects from the center of the second 
story of the main fa9ade.

The roof has a projecting wooden box comice supported by large evenly spaced brackets with wood 
dentils between them. The brackets are constmcted of metal and wood. The roof is clad in rolled 
asphalt roofing. The large shallow built-in gutters are lined with copper. The large brick chimney, 
which serves four fireplaces and the furnace, is covered with fiberglass chimney wrap.

On the north side (rear) of the house is a two-story wing that also has two-over-two sash windows 
and a bracketed comice similar to that on the rest of the building. Projecting from the east side of 
the wing is a small porch added after 1950 and measuring 5.5 feet by 16 feet. The east and west 
facades also have two-over-two sash windows but they are smaller and less ornamented than the 
main facade. A bay window projects from the first-story center bay of the west elevation. After 
1950, a door replaced the south window of the first floor bay of the west elevation.

The first floor of the interior of the house is comprised of a center hall (15 feet by 22 feet) with a 
walnut freestanding staircase, a dining room and library (each 17 feet byl7.5 feet) on the east side of 
the hall and a living room (17 feet by 35 feet) on the west side of the hall. All of the public rooms 
have original deep plaster cornices, plaster ceiling medallions, wood base boards, and marble 
mantels. The living room bay window has decorative woodwork over the arch. The floors of the 
center hall, library and living room are modem wall-to-wall carpet over the pine wide board floors.
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The dining room floor is laid with decorative two-inch wide wood strips of pine and walnut. To the 
north, past the hall, is a corridor leading to the kitchen wing (20 feet by 19 feet) that has its original 
brick hearth and mantel. The hearth was bricked in before the turn of the century and a freestanding 
wood pipe stove was installed. The corridor contains several closets, a half bath and the servants’ 
stairs.

At the first landing from the center hall staircase is a corridor containing two closets, two full baths, 
the servants’ stairs and two small bedrooms, one 7 feet by 12 feet the other 10 feet byl2 feet. The 
wall separating these two rooms is a late addition, as it is comprised of sheet rock over two-by-four 
wall studs. Behind the closet in the larger of the two rooms is the opening to the chinmey that has 
now been closed over. The corridor floor has two-inch wide pine flooring and its walls and ceiling 
are plaster. Both bedrooms have plaster walls and ceilings. The smaller of the two bedrooms also 
has two-inch wide pine flooring.

On either side of the center hall staircase above the first landing are the five main bedrooms. There 
is one bedroom at each comer of the house, each approximately 14 feet by 14 feet. Between the two 
bedrooms on the south side, is a small bedroom measuring 10 feet by 14 feet. The two bedrooms on 
the east side of the house each have a marble mantel/fireplace. The two bedrooms on the north side 
of the main part of the house each have wide pine board floors.

All rooms in the main part of the house have plaster walls and ceilings, wainscoting, wood 
baseboards, intact door surrounds/moldings and solid four panel doors.

The basement floor is poured concrete. The columns that support the first floor are unsawn tree 
timbers of which there are four. Two supports are steel and are of modem design. The basement 
ceiling has been plastered. A 10 feet by 12 feet room in the southeast comer of the basement has 
been created by the erection of brick walls.

Both the exterior and interior of the Nelson House maintain a high level of integrity. With the 
exception of storm windows installed sometime in the 1950’s and the replacement of worn 
floorboards on the main porch, no changes have been made to the buildings fa9ade except for paint. 
The interior in the main part of the house has seen little change except again for paper and paint.
The kitchen was “modernized” in the 1950’s.

The one outbuilding oh the property, the well house, is in its original location. The building is 
wood clapboard on a poured concrete foundation. The roof is covered in asphalt shingles. A 6” 
pipe in the center of the floor leads to the original water source for the property. It is not clear when 
the stmcture was erected, but it is likely 19* century in origin.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

[ ]A Property associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history.

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

[ ]B 

[ ]C 

[]D 

[ ]E 

[ ]F 

[ ]G

removed from its original location 

a birthplace or grave 

a cemetery

a reconstructed building, object, or structure 

a commemorative property

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance:
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance: 

c. 1860

Significant Dates:

c. 1860_________

Significant Person: 

N/A

Cultural Affiliation: 

N/A

Architect/Builder:

unknown

'■-•U

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested.

[ ] previousiy listed in the National Register 
[ ] previousiy determined eligible by the National Register 
[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark 
[ i recorded by historic American Building Survey 

#________

[ ] State Historic Preservation Office

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 
#____________

[ ] Other State agency 
[ ] Federal Agency 
[ ] Local Government 
[ j University 
[ i Other repository:__
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Thomas Nelson House is significant in the area of architecture (Criteria C) as a distinctive, 
intact example of Italianate style residential architecture in Westchester County. Built c.1860 for 
Thomas Nelson, a New York City attorney and politician, it exhibits the hallmark features of its 
style, with its square shape, large windows with decorative surrounds and two-over-two sash, oriel 
windows, bracketed cornice, hip roof, and a prominent open front porch with paired supports and 
bracketed eaves. On the interior are the original marble mantels, decorative plasterwork, and an 
unusual freestanding staircase with walnut newels, balusters and railings. The house retains a high 
degree of integrity on the exterior and interior.

In the fall of 1654, Dutch trader Jan Peeck sailed up the Hudson River to trade with the local 
Mahicander (Mohican) Indians in the area. The land he found had a large protected harbor and a 
creek running along side it. It was in this spot that Peeck set up his trading post and wharf. 
Peekskill honors its founder with his name. The Dutch word for creek is “kill”, hence, Peeck’s Kill 
or Peekskill. During the 1700’s, PeekskilTs main industry was shipping. However, Peekskill’s 
most important industries were its iron foundries where, first plows and then stoves were 
manufactured from 1826 until the start of the Civil War.

Thomas Nelson was bom in Peekskill on January 23,1819. His ancestor, John Nelson, originally 
from Norfolk, England, settled first in Flatbush, Long Island before 1670 and then moved to what is 
now Mamaroneck in Westchester County, New York. Thomas Nelson attended Williams College 
in Massachusetts and was qualified for admittance to the junior class. He was a member of the 
Sigma Phi Fraternity and delivered the commencement oration. After graduation, he studied law 
with Henry B. Cowles in New York City. Upon his return to Peekskill in 1837, he continued to 
study law at his father’s firm. His father, William Nelson, was at that time District Attorney for the 
counties of Westchester and Dutchess. Thomas Nelson was admitted to the bar in January 1840 at 
the age of 21 at a term of the Supreme Court held in Albany. He then became a co-partner in his 
father’s firm for a period of ten years. His father, William Nelson, was considered to be one of 
Peekskill’s most distinguished citizens during the Civil War era. William Nelson was a 
Congressman from 1847 to 1851, District Attorney of Westchester and Dutchess counties, and 
member of the NYS Assembly and Senate. He was also responsible for inviting President Abraham 
Lincoln to stop in Peekskill for a brief greeting to the citizens on his way to his first inauguration on 
February 19,1861.

In 1851, at the age of 32, Thomas Nelson was appointed by President Fillmore to the Office of 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Oregon. Nelson established a law practice in 
New York City upon his return to the east in 1853. A business letter dated October 28,1854 is 
addressed to Hon. Thomas Nelson, No. 70 Wall Street, New York. In 1860, he was honored with
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the Republican nomination for Representative in Congress for the district composed at that time of 
the strong Democratic Counties of Westchester and Rockland. During the Civil War, he was a 
supporter of the policies of President Lincoln and greatly opposed the system of American Slavery. 
Early in the war, he was appointed by Governor Morgan a member of the War Committee for the 
Counties of Westchester, Putnam and Rockland and served until the end of the war. He was also 
elected as one of the Directors of the Westchester County National Bank, an office he held until his 
death.

The Rev. David M. Halliday married Thomas Nelson to Cornelia L. Seymour, daughter of David L. 
Seymour and Eliza (Ranney) Seymour of Peekskill on June 4,1844. They had three children who 
lived to maturity: George P., bom Febmary 22,1849 and died January 15,1882; Thomas, bom July 
18,1860 in the family’s new house on Constant Avenue (now Seymour Avenue) and died January 2, 
1930; and David Seymour, bom March 1,1847 and died Febmary 12,1851. Judge Thomas Nelson 
died at this residence on Constant Avenue in Peekskill, July 1907. It is not known when his wife 
died.

It is not clear if Judge Thomas Nelson lived in Peekskill full time and commuted to his law office in 
New York City or kept a separate residence there. In a personal letter to his wife Cornelia dated 
January 2,1886, he lists his address on the letter as 33 Liberty Street, NY. He writes to her, 
“Yesterday morning opened with splendid sunshine. It was not my intention to make any calls.
Miss Ada had arranged to receive Miss Anderson in Carlton St. (It may be in Adelphi St) and had 
secured my promise to call on her. Before I had time to give the matter thought I proposed also to 
call on Mr. Haviland, and perhaps on Ann. At a breakfast with Mr. Welcher... and “So now you 
haye a resume of the days operations then.” And ‘Take for yourself the affectionate homage of your 
solitary husband.” Being the day after New Year’s Day one would have expected him to be at home 
with his wife and family, but it appears his business required that he maintain a separate residence 
in New York City. Interestingly, the local Peekskill newspaper indicates that there may have been 
another residence later on. Judge Nelson was for many years a regular attendant at the Presbyterian 
Church. When he removed to Brooklyn, he became an attendant at the Central Congregational 
Church in that city.

The Nelson House in Peekskill was completed around 1860. As he returned to New York State in 
1853 and received the Republican nomination for Congressional Representative for Westchester 
and Dutchess counties in 1860 - he would have had to have been a legal resident of those counties 
to represent them. An 1867 map of Peekskill clearly shows a house belonging to a‘T. Nelson” on 
Constant Avenue and one of the first residential directories of Peekskill dated 1875 lists “Nelson, 
Thomas, lawyer, (N.Y.) h Constant av n James”. In addition, his third son Thomas is known to 
have been bom in 1860 at the Nelson residence in Peekskill and attended the Peekskill Military 
Academy, so we know the family was in the house by that time.
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The Nelson House typifies residential architecture built in villages and small cities in Westchester 
County for the upper end of the middle classes in the mid 19*'* century. It was designed in the 

popular Italianate style, with a prominent bracketed cornice, spacious wrap-around verandah, large 
windows, double arched entrance doors, and decorative plasterwork and marble mantelpieces on the 
interior. An unusual feature of the house is the free-standing staircase in the center of the hall that 
leads up to a landing and turns to lead to both sides of the upstairs hall. Besides the well house, 
there were likely a number of other outbuildings on the property, including a carriage house.

Based on assessment maps dated June 5,1945, the original Nelson estate was approximately 8.5 
acres. The property was gradually subdivided, mostly to family members. When Judge Thomas 
Nelson died, his estate passed to his surviving son, Thomas Nelson Jr. Upon Thomas Jrs.’ death in 
1930, the property was transferred to his wife, Cornelia. In 1935, Cornelia Nelson sold a .849-acre 
parcel of the estate to her nephew, T. Nelson Craven who was a child of Mrs. Nelson’s sister, 
Caroline Lesley Craven. In 1941, Cornelia Nelson sold a 2.8-acre parcel at the northern most 
portion of the estate to Edward G. Halsey. Mr. Craven purchased a second parcel from Mrs. Nelson 
in the amount of .6 acres. Also in 1941, Cornelia Nelson sold the Nelson House and land 
incorporating the bam to Mr. and Mrs. Willis Hill-LeClair. Mrs. Hill-LeClair was one of Cornelia 
Nelson’s nieces. At that time, the property’s address was still listed as Constant Avenue, but at 
some point the access from Constant Avenue was blocked off and an existing or new entrance was 
created from the end of Seymour Lane. According to the Property Assessment Records, the 
property at the time of the 1941 sale was 2.5 acres and included the bam and sold for $18,400. 
Cornelia Nelson must have stayed on with her niece, as shed died in the house in 1944. The 
property was sold again in 1946 to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hopkins. The Hopkins’ purchase included 
only the Nelson House and consisted of 1.73 acres. In Febmary of 1985 the house was sold to Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Devir for $133,000 and then in 1998 was sold to Karen Burghart.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property .
I. Ifil

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 imi |5|9|0|9.17|0.| | 4 | 5 | 7 | 2 | 0 |5 | 0 | 
Zone Easting Northing

3 im 1 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing

2 UL18.I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 4 im I I I I I I I I I II I I I I
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

name/titie contact: Peter D. Shaver (see continuation sheet)

organization New York State Office of Parks. Recreation & Historic Preservation date January 16.2000 

street & number P.O. Box 189. Peebies Isiandtelephone 518-237-8643

city or town Waterford state NY zip code 12188

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO Or FPO) 

name_____________________________________

street & number_ 

city or town___

telephone 

state___ _zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instmctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20503
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