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1. Name of Property

historic name__ Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number __93 Church Hill Road [ 1 not for publication
city or town __Crescent [ 1 vicinity
state New York code _NY county _ Saratoga code _ 091 zip code __ 12188

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [ X ] nomination

[ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements as set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
[X] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [ ] nationally
[ ] statewide [ X] locally. ([ ] see continuation sheet for additional comments.)

/ L 1/ g Deputy Commissioner for Historic Preservation & [ D‘?‘C # /§.
Signature of cemfylng official/Title Date

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation & Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [ ] does not meet the National Register criteria. ([ ] see continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4

4. Natighal Park Service Certification

| her%t%ertify that the property is:

entered in the National Register
[ ]see continuation sheet
[ ] determined eligible for the National Register
[ ] see continuation sheet
[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register

[ ] removed from the National Register

[ ] other (explain)




Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church

Crescent, Saratoga Co. NY

Name of Property County and State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

(check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

[X] private [X] building(s)
[ 1 public-local [ ]district
[ ] public-State [ ]site

[ 1 public-Federal [ ]structure

[ ]object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontrbuting
1 0 buildings
sites
structures
objects
1 0 TOTAL

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facility

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19™ CENTURY/Greek Revival

Narrative Description
(See continuation sheet)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facility

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE

Walls BRICK
roof SLATE
other
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Description

The Crescent Methodist Church is located on the north side of Church Hill Road in the
hamlet of Crescent, Saratoga County. Church Hill Road rises to the crest of a bluff that overlooks the
“crescent” bend in the Mohawk River below. The community of Crescent developed during the mid-
nineteenth century as a cluster of residences, stores and service buildings situated on the north
banks of both the Mohawk River and the Erie Canal. Currently part of the town of Halfmoon,
Crescent retains numerous buildings associated with the canal era that exhibit a wide range of
structural and architectural integrity.

In plan, the main block of the church is rectangular, three bays by five, situated with its
principal elevation facing south. The red brick masonry walls are built above a foundation of
fieldstone; a water table of smooth red sandstone surrounds the main block above the foundation.
Brick pilasters spaced at regular intervals divide the walls into a series of bays. A shallow pitched,
slate covered gable roof shelters the church, the roofline defined by a molded wood cornice. A two
stage, flat roofed, open belfry of Tuscan columns surmounts the roof ridge at the south gable end.
Fenestration is regular and symmetrical, consisting of tall rectangular openings with smooth stone
sills and lintels. The present windows are paired lancets containing leaded stained glass enclosed
within rectangular wood casings. These windows were installed ca. 1900 to replace the clear glass
and divided lights of the original sash.

The principal elevation exhibits vernacular Greek Revival design features. The entrance in
the center bay consists of panelled double leaf doors surmounted by a simple stone lintel. A marble
tablet set in the wall above the entrance bears the legend:

First Methodist E. Church
Erected
A. D. 1852.

A simple frieze incorporating a corbeled brick pattern surrounds the building. The roof pediment is
defined by a molded wood cornice. Decorative brick corbeling and a triangular wood louver
accentuate the tympanum.

A one story, wood frame parish hall wing extends from the north (rear) gable end of the
building. Built at an undetermined date after the brick main block already existed, the wing was
erected above a brick foundation. A second frame wing was attached as a second stage early in the
twentieth century. Because the church building remained vacant for more than a decade in the
1980s, the frame wings became deteriorated and partially collapsed. The walls of the clapboard-
sheathed parish hall wing were re-erected in 1997, though not in their historic configuration and using
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modern materials. As a result, the frame wing is considered non-historic and does not contribute to
the significance of the brick church building.

The interior of the Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church retains substantial integrity to its
Greek Revival form despite a series of changes over time. An entrance vestibule with recessed
sliding doors projects into the sanctuary. Despite the center entrance, the worship space was
organized around a side-aisle plan. The banks of varnished pews were removed in the 1980s,
although most remain within the building in damaged but restorable condition. The walls of the
worship space are plastered above a beaded wainscot and chair rail; the pressed metal ceiling added
ca. 1900 covers the original plaster ceiling. A dais with turned wood balustrade is located at the north
end of the sanctuary. The end wall terminates above the dais in a segmental arch supported on tall
wood pilasters surmounted by Tuscan capitals. A panelled door adjacent to the arch leads to the
parish hall attached to the rear of the main block. The original pipe organ is located at the northwest
corner of the sanctuary. Built by William H. Ferris of New York ca. 1860, the single-manual tracker
organ is enclosed by an ornate case with Gothic wood ornamentation in a grained finish. The organ
pump mechanism was electrified at an undetermined date during the early twentieth century.



Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church
Name of Property
Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[ 1A Property associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

[ 1B  Property is associated with the lives of persons

[X]C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ 1D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all boxes that apply.)

[X] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[ 1B removed from its original location

[ 1C abirthplace or grave

[ 1D acemetery

[ 1JE areconstructed building, object, or structure
[ JF acommemorative property

[ 1G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance
(See continuation sheet)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

Crescent, Saratoga Co. NY

County and State

Areas of Significance:
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance:

1852—ca. 1900

Significant Dates:

1852

Significant Person:

N/A

Cultural Affiliation:

N/A

Architect/Builder:

N/A

Johnstone, Jan. Saratoga Communities: An Historic Perspective. Clifton Park, 1980.
Sylvester, Nathaniel Bartlett. History of Saratoga County, New York. Philadelphia, 1878.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[ 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested.
reviously listed in the National Register

esignated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by historic American Building Survey
#
[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

[Ip

[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register
[]d

[]

=

Primary location of additional data:
[X] State Historic Preservation Office

[ 1 Other State agency
[ ] Federal Agency

[ 1 Local Government
[ 1 University

[ 1 Other repository:
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Statement of Significance

The Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church is significant under Criterion C as a substantially
intact, representative example of vernacular, Greek Revival style religious architecture in southern
Saratoga County. Built in 1852, the three by four-bay, gable roofed, red brick building exhibits the
design and decorative features of its type, period and method of construction. Sited atop a bluff
overlooking the Mohawk River and the Erie Canal, the church reflects the Greek Revival-inspired
architectural influence typically found in canal-era communities across New York State during the
middle decades of the nineteenth century. As the religious and social center of Crescent, the church
contributed to the growth and development of this southern Saratoga County community until the
decline of the Erie Canal after 1900. Although partially altered and vacant since the 1980s, the
former Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church retains substantial integrity to the period of significance,
and will be rehabilitated for religious use.

The town of Halfmoon was one of four original towns created when Saratoga County was
established in 1791. Although located between the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers, the area was slow to
develop until the opening of the Erie Canal in 1825. On the north bank of the Mohawk where the Erie
Canal crossed the river on a massive, cut stone aqueduct, the hamlet of Crescent emerged as the
focus of economic development during the 1840s. Established largely through the efforts of
entrepreneur Alfred Noxon, Crescent boasted a foundry, brickworks, hotel, bank and canal store.
Crescent became the canal shipping point for ice, grain, hay and molders’ sand produced in southern
Saratoga County. By the eve of the Civil War, the population of Crescent approached 600. Alfred
Noxon erected an imposing Greek Revival style residence on the bluff overlooking the scenic bend in
the Mohawk; shortly thereafter, he donated land for the first church in Crescent.

Erected in 1852 and dedicated the following year, the Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church
incorporates the vernacular Greek Revival stylistic elements characteristic of the region during the
period of significance. The Classical pediment, brick pilasters, decorated frieze, open belfry, regular
fenestration pattern and interior appointments of the Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church are typical
of the New England meetinghouse form brought to the Mohawk Valley by immigrants from that
region. Greek Revival forms in residential, civic, commercial and religious architecture spread
westward across New York State along the route of the Erie Canal, achieving greatest popularity
during the period ca. 1830-1855. Inspired and guided by the precepts and pattern books of Minard
Lafever, builders widely adapted Greek forms to the vernacular architecture of urban and rural New
York. Built from locally manufactured brick, the Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church is significant as
a substantially intact, representative example of vernacular Greek Revival religious architecture
evocative of the prosperity and taste that prevailed in Crescent during the heyday of the Erie Canal.
The period of significance extends to ca. 1900, the period when stained glass windows and the
pressed metal ceiling were installed in the building. These alterations reflect changes in the wealth
and taste of the parish and are significant to the overall historical evolution of the church building.
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By the mid-1850s, the Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church had become the focus of religious and
social activity for the growing canal community. Supported through the beneficence of local
entrepreneur Alfred Noxon, the church attracted a large number of local residents; it also served

a transient population travelling along the Erie Canal. A large Sunday school of over 100 pupils also
was housed in the church at Crescent. By the early twentieth century, however, a sharp decline in
commerce along the Erie Canal negatively affected the fortunes of communities such as Crescent.
As local prosperity and population declined, the Methodist congregation proved unable to continue
holding services in the brick church building. Individual parishoners drifted away to affiliate with
congregations in nearby Clifton Park and Waterford. The congregation finally merged with the
Shenendehowa Methodist Church and ceased holding worship services at Crescent. The vacant
church property reverted to the Champlain Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in 1962. In
1986 a private owner attempted unsuccessfully to adapt the building to commercial use, removing
the pews and altering the historic interior configuration. In 1997, the vacant brick building was
acquired by the nascent congregation of St. David’s Anglican Catholic Church, which hopes to
restore the former Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church to use for religious services. Despite
decades of neglect, the church retains its defining architectural features; it remains an important
visual and historical element reflecting the development of Crescent and southern Saratoga County
during the canal era.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _less than 1 acre

Troy North quad.

UTM References

1 [1]8] |6/0[3|6]9]0] |4]7]4][1]9]|2]3| 3 isi Ll b1t i=0 0 bl 1 idd
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2N 15 I - 1 I I B T I 1 - I I I

Verbal Boundary Description
The nominated property includes all that parcel within the boundaries delineated on the enclosed survey map.

Boundary Justification
The nominated property includes the historic church building on its original site and current parcel, as delineated on the enclosed survey map.

11. Form Prepared By

name/titte Raymond W. Smith, Program Analyst

organization New York State Office of Parks, Rec. & Historic Preservation date December, 1999
street & number Peebles Island, PO Box 189 telephone 518-237-8643

city or town Waterford state _NY_ zip code 12188-0189

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner (Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name
street & number telephone
city or town state zZip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.)

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 20503
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JOSEPH L. BRUNO ’ THE SENATE (518) 455-3191
PRESIDENT PRO TEM STATE OF NEW YORK
MAJORITY LEADER ALBANY 12247

December 17, 1999

Mr. Ray Smith

New York State Office of . _

Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
P.0O. Box 219

Delaware Avenue

Waterford, New York 12188

Dear Mr. Smith:

[ am writing to give my strong support on behalf of the Board of
Directors of St. David’s Anglican Church located on Church Hill Road,
Crescent, New York in their effort to establish th1s historic structure as a New
York State Historic Landmark.

It is my hope that the application for Historic Listing for St. David’s
Anglican Church, located in Saratoga County, will be favorably reviewed.
Sincerely,

;,JM

Joseph L. Bruno



