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1. Name of Property
historic name Hi 1 t nn. 
other names/site number

August
JM66U

list Hnlver. He 
SR Site #631

2. Location
street & number 601 Park Street
city, town Socorro nJoIv'

not for publication
vicinity

state New Mexico code NM county Socorro code 053 zip code

3. Claaalfication
Ownership of Property

n□
private
public-local
public-state

1 I pubiic-Federal

Category of Property 
[T| building(s)
1 I district
□ site
I I structure
□ object

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

-2 n buildings
_______ _______sites
_______ _______structures

objects
2 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing:
Domestic Architecture in Socorro. New Mexico, 1870-1912

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register-------0----------

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

National Register of Historic Plgp^ and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the D^^not meet the^t^^egister criteria, □sae continuatiOT^^

Signature of certifyii Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property □ meets □does not meet the National Register criteria, □see continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, h^by, certify that this property is:
□ entered in the National Register.

I I See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National 

Register. □ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the 

National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
□ other, (explain:) ________________

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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and alfalfa. A staunch democrat and a member of the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, Hilton was active in civic affairs in San Antonio and at the county 
level. He was the first postmaster of San Antonio, a post he held for eleven 
years, and served as a Socorro county commissioner. Governor George Curry (1907- 
1910) made him a colonel. In 1907 he was a member of the Board of Trustees of the
School of Mines.

According to Conrad Hilton, the sale of the Carthage mines in 1904 for 
$110,000 made his father one of the richest men in the Territory, (Hilton, Gu|st, 
60). The family moved to Long Beach, California where the youngest child, Helen, 
was born in 1906. However, a year later Hilton’s finances suffered when he found 
himself with a big inventory of merchandise he had not yet paid for but could not 
sell as a result of the panic of 1907. The family moved back to San Antonio and 
opened the large rambling adobe home as a hotel for guests (Guest, 68-69)

Prosperity soon returned and the hotel could be abandoned. Conrad Hilton 
took over the management of the San Antonio store and the Hiltons with their 
children who were still at home moved to Socorro. Mary Hilton desired the move to 
be nearer schools, social advantages, and a church, there being no resident priest 
at San Antonio. The oldest daughter taught grammar school and two younger Hilton 
children were pupils. In 1919 Gus Hilton was killed in an automobile accident. 
Mary Hilton diL in 1947 at the age of eighty-five. Both of the elder Hiltons are

buried in Socorro.
Architecturally the house represents the continuing importation of new styles 

into Socorro in the early years of the twentieth century. Hilton, who had 
prospered from the region’s the mining boom, built a home ^^e tolifornia 
Lngalow style which he had most likely encountered during his brief time living 
in Long Beach. The scarcity of bungalows in Socorro may renect the limited 
number^of new buildings constructed in the waning years of Socorro s prosperity.

The Hilton House was listed on the New Mexico State Register of Cultural 
Places on March 31, 1978.

The Period of Significance, 1912, is the construction date.
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Christiansen, Paige V. Socorro ConntT Historical Society Publications in Hlstorj., 

III. Socorro, New Mexico, 1967.
Conron and Lent, Architects. "Hilton House,” Application for Registration, New 

Mexico State Register of Cultural Properties, Form A (revised), 197S.

Dabney, Thomas Ewing. The Man Who Bought the Waldorf. New York: Duell, Sloan
and Pearce, 1950.

Garner/Hicks Architects. Application for Registration, New Mexico State Register^^ 
of Cultural Properties, Form A. "Historic Resources of Socorro, New Mexico.
(draft) 1982.

Hilton, Conrad N. Be Mv Guest. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1957.

Illustrated History of New Mexico. Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1895. 

Interviews
Rosemary Hilton Carpenter, 9/21/90 

Mary Louise Dillard, 9/21/90 

Alice Duquet, 11/13/90 

Helen Hilton, 9/21/90 

Ann Olsen, 9/20/90
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Verbal Boundary Description
Beginning at the northeast corner of the property (the southwest corner of Park 
and Baca Streets), proceed west 154 feet along the north boundary of the property 
to the northwest corner of the property; then proceed south 84 feet to the 
southwest corner of the property; then proceed east 105 feet, south 15 feet, and 
east 41 feet to the southeast corner of the property; finally proceed 116 feet 
north to the starting point.

Boundary Justification
No lot and block numbers are available for this property. The legal description 
on file with the county assessor encompasses nearly three and one half acres of 
land upon which two other main houses, not historically connected with the Hilton 
house, have been built. The VBD represents the tract that the present owner plans 
to include with the house when it is sold as an Individual property. The 
irregularity of the south boundary is determined by the proximity of another 
dwelling. When a formal survey is drawn it can be added to the documentation of 
the property.
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Domestic Architecture in Socorro MPS Socorro County, NEW MEXICO

COVER

1. Baca, A. B., House

2. Cooney, Captain Michael, House

3. Cortesy, Anthony, House ynffiflliliTm'ii lt.VpT^

4. Eaton, Nestor P., House gubmaJJta*/^ ~

5. Fitch, James Gurden, House _

6. Garcia, Juan Nepomuceno, House _

Date Listed

■Ao/?/

/^ /

/

7. Hilton, August Holver, House l9 j

8. House at 303 Eaton Avenue

9. House at 405 Park Street

10. Vigil, Rufina, House

/

/
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 91000031 Date Listed: 2/20/91

Hilton. August Holver. House
Property Name

Socorro
County

New Mexico
State

Domestic Architecture in Socorro MPS
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination doctimentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation.

signature of the Keeper Date of ActAction

Amended Items in Nomination:

Section Number 8
This nomination was amended to delete Commerce as an area of 
significance.
The deletion was confirmed by phone with the New Mexico SHPO 
(2/11/91).

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

Hilton, August Holver, House

Domestic Architecture in Socorro MPS

STATE & COUNTY: NEW MEXICO, Socorro

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY:

1/22/91
2/21/91

DATE RECEIVED: 1/07/91
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/07/91
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91000031

NOMINATOR: STATE '

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: Y LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER; N PDIL: N
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL:

N
N
N

COMMENT WAIVER: N
/ ACCEPT ___ RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

p(?pulOr- year's <5/
perYai ef Q-‘i> Q

prop^r*^ +S r-aHo^ ^
b(A^a^o.lo(rO^ ^

(orat )h r-fQ^i

RECOM./CRITmiA 
REVIEWER__ Ho

CL
DISCIPLINE__
DATE ^//2-f5a•\or\

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y,^^ee attached



CLASSIFICATION

___ count ___ resource type
STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION 

___ historic current

DESCRIPTION

.architectural classification

.materials 

.descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

.summary paragraph

.completeness

.clarity

.applicable criteria 

.justification of areas checked 

.relating significance to the resource 

.context

.relationship of integrity to significance

.justification of exception

.other

BIBLIOGRAPHY

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

.acreage

.UTMs
.verbal boundary description 
.boundary justification

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION

___ sketch maps ___ USGS maps ___ photographs ___ presentation
OTHER COMMENTS ~~~

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

-------— ...................................................................... Phone ______

Signed Date







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500413


