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CONDITION (Check One)’ (Check One)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AP;EARANCE
‘ T

\The majority of the buildings which were constructed in the
mid-19th centu in the town"of Cimarron still exist. Built of
adobe or stone,\the structures have undergone minor modifica-
tions as the uses of the buildings have changed without,
however, loosing their basic integrity. The village pattern
remains essentially as it was first established during the
1850's. Most of the buildings are used for commercial purposes
of the village and surrounding area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

An accurate summary of the Cimarron Historic District is
given in the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings.
Westward Expansion and Extgnsion of the National Boundaries
1830-1898; The Santa Fe Prail. G. P. O., National Park
Service, 1963. A portibn of the text of the section on
Cimarron is as follows: MAs division point for Taos or Fort
Union-Santa Fe wagon traffic, stage stop, and headquarters of
the 1,700,000-acre Maxwell Land Grant, Cimarron was an
important stop o the Mountain Branch™pf the Santa Fe Trail.
Lucien B. Ma 1, a former trader and trapper, acquired the
Beaubien-Miranda grant in 1864, having married the daughter
of Carlos Beaubien, one of the original grantees. He then
started the large-scale ranching operations that made Cimarron
for a time headquarters of the cattle industry in northern New
Mexico. Maxwell's adobe mansion, expensively furnished and
noted for lavish entertainment, was the first civilized stop
on the trail in New Mexico. Many Santa Fe traders knew
Maxwell or did business with him enroute to Santa Fe, and he
habitually invited them to stop for the night to enjoy the
regal hospitality of his home.

During Maxwell's ascendency, which lasted only until 1870
when he was ruined nancially mining.ventures, ,Cimarron
was the local agengy for the Upe Indians, the cowboy capital
of northern New Mexico, and the outfitting point for
prospectors, trappers, and hunters bound for the mountains.
Territorial Governor Lew Wallage, Kit Carsopn, and Buf o Bill
Cody were but three of the famous men thatVcalled upon the
monarch of the Cimarron.

Cimarron is neatly divided by the Cimarron River into an
0ld and a new town, thus helping to preserve the old from
modern encroachment. Although the Maxwell House burned in
1885, several other buildings with trail associations have
survived. Most important of these is Maxwell's 1864 stone
flour mill, a noted trail landma that looks today precisely
as it did a century ago. Jicarjilla Apaches and Utes obtained
their government flour and rations here, and trail travelers
sometimes jostled:into the mill with them to replenish flour

(See continuation Sheet)




Cleaveland, Agnes Morley, Satan's Paradise. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 1952, pp. 7-21.

Bloom, Lansing B. (ed.). "Bourke on the Southwest," New Mexico
Historical Review, January, XII, 1937, p. 53.

Keleher, William A. Maxwell Land Grant, Santa Fe: The Rydal
Press, 1942, pp. 25-38.

Loyola, Sister Mary. "The American Occupation of New Mexico

1821-1852," New Mexico Historical Review, January, XIV, 1939

p. 72.
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State Records Center & Archives’
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Santa Fe

ATE CODE

New Mexico

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:
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No. 8 SIGNIFICANCE continued

supplies for the home stretch of the journey to Santa Fe. The
warehouse for the Ute Agency, reputedly built about 1850 is a
one-story stuccoed adobe that housed a grocery store in 1958.
Swink's Saloon, now a service station, was built as a brewery

in 1854, but soon became the most notorious gambling hall in
northern New Mexico. According to the local historical marker
on this building, it was a place where "Taos lightning, powder
smoke & bullets caused many to bite the dust caused many to be
carried out feet first." The county courtgﬁﬁge, a one-story
building built in 1872, now stands deserted, as does the old
stone jail of the same period. One of the walls of this jail

is of more recent vintage, having been replaced after it was
dynamited by a lynching party. The Don Diego Tavern, origimally |
the St. James Hotel, was built in the 1870's by Henry La@bé?t,
formerly chef to Grant and Lincoln. Buffalo Bill, who ofrganized
his "Wild West Show" in Cimarron, spent Christmas in this hotel
whenever possible and gave Christmas parties for the children
of Cimarron. Reputed to have been the scene of 26 killings,
the two-story stuccoed adobe still serves as a hotel. Several
newer buildings have been built in old town, but their
architecture conforms to the historical setting.

No. 9 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES continued

Montgomery, C. M. "Historic Cimarron," New Mexico Magazine,
April, 1969, pp. 26-31.

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. Westward
Expansion and Extension of the National Boundaries 1830-1898:
The Santa Fe Trail. G.P.O., National Park Service, 1963.

Pearson, Jim Berry. The Maxwell Land Grant. ©Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1961, pp. 11-14.
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STATE OF NEW MEXICOD

STATE PLANNING OFFICE

SANTA FE
DAVID W. KING BRUCE KING LED GRIEGD
STATE PLANNING OFFICER GOVERNOR DEPUTY BTATE PLANNING OFFICER

October 31, 1972

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register
The National Register

1100 L Street, North West
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

Please find enclosed a National Register nomination form for
the Cimarron Historic District in Cimarron, New Mexico.

It has been approved by the New Mexico Cultural Properties
Review Committee and is being presented for your approval.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our
office at any time.

Sincerely, N

(@

D b/ %@5
David W. King
State Planning Officer

DWK:JMH:JEH
Enclosure
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STATE REW MEXICO

Date Entered APR $ i
Name Location
Z4ia Pueblo Sandoval County
Cimarron Historic District Cimarron
‘ Golfax County

Also Notified

State Historiec Preservatiocn Officer
Mr. David W, King

Hon. P. Domenici State Planning Officer

Hon, Joseph M. Montoya State Capitol

Hon, Manuel Lujan, Jr. 403 Capitol Building
Director, Southwest Region Santa Fe, New Mexico 67501

[ PHR NRowland: jec  4/18/73



