NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

/2
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO.
7V0 -
.| HISTORIC NAME:Engine House #3, Truck A;}?2 COMMON NAME: Engine Co. #l, Truck Co.#2
A" LOCATION: 501 Observer Highway7? -v, BLOCK/LOT 8A/1
~| MUNICIPALITY: Hoboken COUNTY: Hudson -
USGS QUAD: UTM REFERENCES:
OWNER/ADDRESS: City of Hoboken, N.J. 07030 Zone/Easting/Northing
DESCRIPTION )
Construction Date: 1892 , Source of Date: plaque on western facade
Architect: Charles Fall Builder:M, Foley & Son, masons; A.W.
Clayton, carpenter
Style: Romanesque Revival Form/Plan Type: rectangular

NEW JLEKSLY DEFAKIMENT OF ENVIKRONMENTAL PROTECTION, OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Number of Stories: 2, with tower
Foundation: fieldstone
Exterior Wall Fabric: brick with sandstone 'trim

Fenestration: (var. on each facade): 1 over 1 on .1st. floor; 1 over 'l on

2nd fl., with arched transoms.

Roof/Chimneys: . -~ T -
/ i central pitched roof on east/west axis; chimmeys at central

Additional Architectural Description: Parapets of each facade.

The rectangular firehouse is on a triangular site at a major intersection.
and has a rectangular fire tower at its southeast corner. The building is of
an orange-brown brick with brownstone trim and a fieldstone foundation. Its
four sides featured moulded brick, carved decorative bandings, and a pleasing
variety of materials. The rectangular tower originally terminated in a
pyrimidial slate roof. The area between the third storey level and the roof
was filled in with a Romaneque arcade to suggest a bellvedere. The rounded
southeast corner featured a conical roof which rose to third storey level
and was also presumably of slate. Although it is a visually prominent building
the exterior changes detract from its importance as an architectural
achievement.

109 WEST STATE STREET, TRENTON, NEW JERSLEY 08625 (609) 292 - 2023
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This firehouse is the southernmost one in the city, and is built on
a triangular site at the intersection of Newark and Madison Sts.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:  Urban X Suburban [ Scattered Buildings [
Open Space [ Woodland [ Residential XJ Agricultural [ Village [
Industrial X Downtown Commerical [ Highway Commercial [ Other [J

SIGNIFICANCE:

As the only free-standing firehouse built by the city until the

yr. 1898,Engine Co. #1 was the grandest and most impressively-scaled
of the Hoboken firehouses. Designed by Hoboken architect Charles
Fall, the building featured the use of rectangular and circular

towers at the corners of its southern facade. The laterally-oriented
engine area provided maximum accessibility to all locations in the
city.Its prominent corner location, apart from its functional aspects,
also underscores the importance of the firehouse--a symbol of .
security and municipal planning--placed at a gateway area of the city.
The alterations described the the reverse side are major ones that
detract and obliterate the original architectural intent of a richly-
ornamented structure. The historical importance of the building,

.however, remains intact.

ORIGINAL USE: firehouse PRESENT USE:  same
PHYSICAL CONDITION:  Excellent [ Good [J Fair [ Poor [J
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY:  Yes @  Possible [J . No O  Part of District (4
THREATS TO SITE: Roads[] Development J Zoning [ Deterioration

No Threat [J Other [
COMMENTS. This building represents a tangible link to the fire- fighting
history of the city, but alterations have severely compromised its
architectural integrity. The finding of National Register eligibility
for the structure would hold out the possibility of its future restorati
and would enhance the proposed Thematic Nomination of Hoboken firehouse
by offering a developmental context within which to view the other house

REFERENCES:

_ Hoboken Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol. III, Nov. 1912, "Hoboken's

Firefighters," pp. 91-95.
Hoboken Board of Trade, Bulletin, Vol. III, March 1913, "Hoboken's

Progress,' pp.l49.

RECORDED BY: Patricia Florio DATE: February, 1983
ORGANIZATION: -
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11
Thematie Group

Name Hoboken Firehouses and Firemen's Monument Thematic Resources )
State Hudson County, NEW JERSEY a,«,q,a‘,‘%&g/ﬂ
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
/ W 34
1. Assembly of Exempt Fireman Lntered in the Keeper - - Ge /3,
Building National Register
Attest
N | Entered to th‘s ﬁg/ P }14‘_) 3/5)
2. Engine Company No. 2 Bt tonal Bewtnba eeper 31//7)
| Attest
3. Engine Company No. 3 ;Ja.:va L Reglster {K{eper W 3@-"/;,
Attest
4. Engine Company No. 4 )ga:;,;.;:s.‘ heglilof ylféeper W a4
Attest =

5. Firemen's Monument L Revidw '\Keeper Mﬂw_/@[g@
gt (Cﬂvﬂtw S@Quarnc FPARK)

| attest  BertrHtNom e Of30/fe
. . o
6. Engine House No. 3, Truck No. 2 /K’é/eper M 3/56/9;

Entered In the

National Register Attest
7. Engine Company No. 6 Entsred in the Y[KE'ePer XMW 3/3e /55
Ja L*
Lhopet Reglster Attest

8. - i Vlke/eper W—iﬁ/«/ 3/30/5

Engine Company No. 5

darional Reglgter ~ Attest

9. Keeper
Attest

10. Keeper

Attest




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

WASO Form - 177
(“’/R” June 1984)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Engine House No. 3, Truck No. 2 (Hoboken
Firehouses and Firemen's Monument TR)
Hudson County

2 6 ¥

Working No.
NEW JERSEY Fed. Reg. Date: o243/ R4~
Date Due: Z —
, Action: __tACCEPT
] resubmission WLol s T e RETURN
] nomination by person or local government Tatioral Heghute: REJECT
[J owner objection Federal Agency:
(] appeal
Substantive Review: [J sample O request [ appeal ] NR decision
Reviewer’s comments:
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? [ yes Cno
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
(] excellent [] deteriorated [ unaltered ] original site
O good (] ruins [ altered (] moved date
[:] fair J unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

] summary paragraph
[J completeness

[ clarity

(] alterations/integrity
[] dates

[] boundary selection



8. Significance
Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

] summary paragraph

] completeness

[ clarity

[ applicable criteria

[J justification of areas checked

[T relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
[T justification of exception

[J other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
O Maps

(] Photographs
(] Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet







Please refer to the map in the

Multiple Property Cover Sheet

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: __ 64000492




CITY HALL
HoBOKEN, NEW JERSEY

November 18, 1983

Mr. William Forwood,

Acting Administrator

Office of New Jersey Heritage
CN 402

Trenton, NJ 08625

Dear Mr. Forwood:

I am in receipt of your letter dated November 4, 1983 concerning
the thematic nomination of Hoboken Firehouses and the Firemen's
Monument to both the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic
Places.

I am in agreement with the thematic nominations for the most
part. I believe these treasures of our past must be protected,
especially now, during this period of Hoboken's revitilization.
However, I must make two observations relative to these nominations:

1. The firehouse, Engine Co. #1 and Truck Company #2 located
at 501 Observer Highway (Block 8A, Lot 1) is in need of
extensive repairs and will probably be closed as a firehouse
within the next few years.

2. The firehouses at 212 Park Avenue and 412 Grand Street
are now privately owned residences and no longer City owned
property.

The firehouses of the City are not only architecturally unique,
but are an integral part of our City's history. I urge approval of
the nominations as a group but express my reservations about the
firehouse located at 501 Observer Highway due to present structural
condition.

Very#irglz\zggfs,
S S :j?t
/\)\_

Steve Cappiello)
Mayor



HOBUKEN FIREHOUSES (THEMATIC), HOBOKEN, MIDDLESEX COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

10
RESIGNED.
Lawrence Martin, Hoseman, October 1, 1900.
RETIRED. o
Ceptain William C. Stanton, February 1, 1901.
DIED,

‘Walter Taylor, Stoker, October 31, 1900.

The year through which we have just passed will no doubt
be a memorable one to our citizens from a fire standpoint, as it
will be remembered that on the afternoon of June 30, one of the
most destructive fires ever heard of in this country occurred in
our city, when the piers and three of the ships belonging to the
North German Lloyd Steamship Company, were destroyed, to-
gether with the loss »f 143 lives, principally members of the
crews of the different ships. The first alarm for this fire was re-
ceived at one minute before 4 o’clock on the above date, and a

second alarm sent in, followed by a third and special order for
the spare engine. Notwithstanding the fact that the alarms were
sent ia promptly and the departments responded and getting tc
work quickly, we were unable to prevent the fire from spread-
ing to the piers adjoining the one on which the fire broke out
The fire originated in some cotton that was stored at the zouth-
west corner of the southerly pier, which was numbered 3. The
flames ran with lightning rapidity over the surface of the cot-
ton, cauglit on the partition and on the roof of the shed, and in
an incredibly short time, driven by southwest wind,
spread throughout the sheds to the north, and as
they reached  the head of the piers, our firemen
were driven back to the street. Engine Company No. 1, the
first due, stretched its hose under the shed at pier three, and was
immediately driven back and compelled to disconnect their hoee,
which was destroyed where it lay. Engine Company No. 5,
answering second alarm, took a position on Fourth street, be-
tween Hudson street and the river front was in the ot of stretch-
ing its firs} line of hose under the sheds of the S8hiwe Line Rail-
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road in an effort to save the buildings of the Campbell stor

i for
when the flames burst upon them, compelling t.h:; ::: ,:oh?::; -
their lives, leaving their horses, hoese wagon n';‘\} o s
feet of hose, which were totally destroyed. ;:3 e ol
burning set fire to the Campbell stort.ahousea t x;o d‘ge e
Jdows on the river side, the slmtber? l?emg o?;‘n fn b mc“, e
the fire traveling 8o quickl?', made (:l:lenpo:le ,:, or e e
Wf;r:ts ‘:ver: ol;]\‘ow th;:ect: toward saving the _nm:ron'}l:;
:n;z) property, which consisted of the m:;}low%i!.npmy’
docks of the Hamburg- American _St,et “15 o
which were saved by the use of our cella P r(,l s
which we were able to cut off the fltames ;\\:\}:\;né;“:::;:‘ 4 e

. the residence 0
pzoﬁnéo‘:}?e(;edr::aio;‘l‘:;d Company, the building of ;he g:n-
(‘) lidated Iron Works, the large building known as the }ba;mk 1;1;{
Dod Bremen House, the Hoboken Store ouse, the bloc !
::ree-story and basement brick llouses.on River street,nl:lct(;voi '
Third and Fourth streets, the Valencia Boal:;e I;:;::‘:d | doc
to the north of it. It was eight daytt before ; s A
sidered entirely extinguished. During all t 1st1v iy
sary to keep a part of our department const:,u_l 3 - e

On the morning of July 3, at 2:24 o clo;:k, wﬁ: 5 125’.
work on the dock fire, an alann was received for ;mme .
127, 129 and 131 Adams street, four three;f:trze T
two of which were totally destroyed and ] xht ch;.]‘;.e i
their lives, being five grown people and exgb e L e
fire spread rapidly through the roofs of these bui cx;f:; gt
were no walls running through to the roof h&wl?:; e beins.
from one end of the building to the oﬁler . i
built up with large frame bnil.dmgs and dm?ct. y ‘ :he',',],ole -
£ the Focht Iron Works, a third alarm, callmg.ou o ore
3 ment with the exception of the spa;e.tex:“x:e; ':h 1:“‘ oy
was sent in, and 1 . h it

i;::r:y“th?‘:et.ﬁ:c :rf r:r,u confined to the buildings m which it

oﬁgin.‘td' i
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Newtonto H onor H oboken

At Annual Fire Parade

v

Hoboken firemnen who answered a
_|call for help 78 years ago and made
“'a §0-mile trip to Newton to help
quell that town'’s greatest blaze, will‘
~return to the Sussex community on
* September 22 to receive a hero wel-
..~ come and take part in the annual
"i fire parade and inspcction. '
2 Hoboken will send a fire com-
"°z pany to take part in the yearly ob-
\.iservance, renewing the 78-year-old
«‘friendship between the fire depart-
" i-ments of both communities that
¢ %< arose out of the smouldering ruins
“of NewtonJs most disastrous blaze
on September 22, 1873. .
Mayor Pred M. De Sapio and Pub-
lic Safety Director Michael M. Bo-

.i)
the parade and Fire Chief George

#t gation will be led by the band of

"<4 a request for aid 78 years ago and
S “10 minutes later had a new steamer
o ‘,((’:‘;g';

. lll!
w0 %= Ibound train.
' '?'1‘(’

e

-2 2:30 o’clock in the morning on Sep-
. tember 22. Minutes later church
¥ bells began to ring; lights appeared

77 in windows and doors began to slam.,

»‘morning air and :appeared to be
i centered in Newton’s shopping dis-
' L trict.
ey And, where was the fire depart-
kst - ment? ", :

k1 Frankly, says an old account of
: s} the fire, —tliere wasn't any.
f ' Availcble were two pitiful
? -'hand engines which a “half hour
; éf{‘ after .the alarm had been sounded

ﬁ ;.here was another embarassing de-
5 j‘éq' ;.’ ay. :
CPRRE)
2%i‘key and a knowledge of
LAl equipment was kept, was out of
town. Folks credited his interest in
the engines with the fact that they
“leven worked at all.
That was the situation when
" Hoboken's helmeted
- members climbed aboard a flat car

_|wanna engine was coupled. The

"‘Rall\vay Company.
JItelegraphers on hand to clear the

+vhway for the emergency run, Hobo- )
- much| - =~
“'!tinie on sidings as they did in mak-|

1ken's firefighters spent as
s{ing the trip.

§° At 9:30 o'clock in the morning,
‘{however, after making the last 11

' “,|Hoboken Steamer Company 1 ar-
rived at the scene.

. . Up Spring street in Newton came
Cen 7 |the 25 Hobokenites on the run, pull-

e SR B, SR

"'charge them for the trip.

relli are expected to’ take part in} 7

“3%|P. Bonin will head a company inh "
ﬁthe procession. The Hoboken dele-;
o

, the city’s Department of Recreation. " *
+&%| The people of Newton give full v :
#7credit to the Herculean efforts of, -

“» the Hoboken firemen who received,
with 25 men aboard & Newton-',

“-1 The fire was first discovered atl -

" Smoke filtered through the earlyi

were still not in operation. But,

Y. .
¢ *4" Chief Crook, the only man with af .. ...
yhere the|

department i
. for the trip and a special Lacka-|
'road to Newton was a single track,| ' °

.7 then used by the Morris and Essex|'
: With a few} -

A miles from Waterloo in 13 minutes,|-

stcamer. Smoke belched from the.
: |

boiler as ft rolled over the cobble-!

stone street-. '

Hooking up immediately, the Ho-,
boken company went into action,’

playing -‘ghnt stream of water on’
the blaze,! Local residents gasped as
it tossed a stream right over a
three-story building. !

"An hour and a half later it was
over. |
Grateful Newton residents ban-
queted the Hoboken firemen at the
Cochrane House and the town com- |
mittee picked up the check. By 1
o'clock in the afternoon, Hoboker
firemen were on the tracks ready for |
the run back home. !

When they arrived in Hoboken,
they received some more good news. |
The railroad announced it wouldn’t |

|

-

Ty 4~

llng the ropes to their gleaming

A ——

"




State of New Jeraey

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ONJH-B84-11

DIVISION OF PARKS AND FORESTRY PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO:

Office of the Director:
CN 404
February o, 1984 TRENTON, N. J. 08628

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief of
Registration

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

I am pleased to forward the thematic nomination of Hoboken Firehouses
and Firemen's Monument, City of Hoboken, Hudson County, New Jersey to the
National Register.

This application has received majority approval from the New Jersey
State Review Board. A1l procedures were followed in accord with the
interim regulations published in the Federal Register on November 16,
1981 and your November 6, 1981 letter. The City of Hoboken, owner of
five properties included in the nomination, favors registration. A copy
of their written endorsement is enclosed.

Should you want any further information concerning this application,

please feel free to contact William Forwood at the Office of New Jersey
Heritage, CN 402, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, or telephone (609) 292-2028.

Sincerely,

@5”&4/{ W . (chlg')’

Russell W. Myers, Deputy
RWM:SP:ijh State Historic Preservation Officer

c: file



