
BERGEN CCXJNTY STONE
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM

HOUSE SURVEY
JUH !

HISTORIC NAME:
COMMON NAME: 
LOCATION:

Samuel R. Demarest 
House

212 County Road 
(Lot 1, Block 154)

MUNICIPALITY: Demarest
OWNERSHIP: □ Public BPrivate
OSiflCR/AK»ESS: Senato supino

(same)
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.984
MAP REFERENCES:
B Crskine (1778-80) No name 
I Hopkins-Corey (186.1) S.R.Demarest 
B Walker's Atlas (1876) G.z.Demarest
□ Bromley (1912)
□ Other 
RECOGNITION:
O National Register O BCHS Marker
□ HABS □ Bailey ,
□ Other

LUs
I
zLU

mst ORIENTATION: S 10“ W
IMPORTANT RELATED STRUCTURES: 

Stable

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:
Residential 
Commercial 
Agricultural 

■ Open Space □ Other

COMMENTS:
Parklike surroundings, especially 
5 acres around house^
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ORIGINAL: Residence
PRESENT: Residence

CO15
LUCC

THREATS TO STRUCTURE: 
B Roads 

Development 
Zoning
Deterioration 
Other 
No Threat

COMMENTS:

m
NDITION:
Excellent 
Fair 

STATUS:B Occupied 
D Unoccupied 
□ Work in Progress 
ACCESSIBLE:

Yes, Restricted 
Yes, Unrestricted 
No

B Good
□ Deteriorated

This sldehall house has become a mansion with a 
20 foot expansion to the east, and a frame kitchen 
wing, all capped by a slate mansard roof. The 
stonework is so well matched as to be undetectable 
except that the watertable does not continue.
The original fireplaces have been removed and 
replaced by interior Victorian ones. The simple 
stair has been replaced by a grand stairway.
Other improvements include parquet floors.
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CONSTRUCTION OATE/SOURCE; 
1817/Tradition
Early 19th century/Architectural 

evidence
BUILDER:

Probably S.R. Demarest 
FORM/PUN TYPE:

"I” with a through hall originally, 
3 bay, 2 rooms deep (31'9" x 37*0")

framing SYSTEM:□ Intermediate Sumner Beam 
■ Intermediate Bearing Wall 
j Clear Span 
J Other

EXTERIOR WALL FABRIC;
Sandstone ashlar, pink brown to 
lavender.

FENESTRATION:
2/2, 38" X 6*2", trapezoidal lintels 
on cellar windows, rectangular on 
first floor.

ENTRANCE LOCATION/TYPE:
3rd bay from left, has fanlight and 
Victorian double doors. Probably had 
sidelights. 65" wide.

NUMBER OF STORIES: 2 (mansard area) 
CELLAR: ■ Yes 

□ No
CHIMNEY FOUNDATION:
□ Stone Arch
□ Brick Arch, Stone Foundation
□ Other

FLOOR JOISTS:3-1/2" X 10" sawn, 25-28" 
between.

FIRST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT:
9*4"

FIRST,fLOOR WALL THICKNESS:
GARRET FLOOR JOISTS:
GARRET:
□ Unfinished Space 
■ Finished Space

ROOF:
□ Gable
□ Gambrel 

□ Curb
B Other Mansard

•AVE TREATMENT:
□ Sweeping Overhang 
J Supported Overhang 
J No Overhang□ Boxed Gutter 
II Other

<5

O

According to Watkins' map, there was a house on this site, but no part
of it remains, unless the present house's foundation was that of the 
original.

This house, while having been altered through the years, still retains a 
sufficient amount of its original fabric that it should be recognized 
and retained. We are therefore Including it for its architectural 
significance, for its association with the exploration and settlement of 
the Bergen County area, and for its remaining historic fabric. As such, 
it is included in the Thematic Nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places for tlie Early Stone Houses of Bergen County, New Jersey.
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BERGEN,COUNTY STONE HOUSE SURVEY 
HISTORIC NAME: Samuel R. Demarest House
LOCATION: 212 County Road, Demarest
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

Block 154, Lot 1 

5.87 acres 

U.T.M.

18 587 340 4534 130 
Yonkers, New Jersey-New York

ADDITIONS:

The Samuel R. Demarest House is an excellent example of an early stone 
house which has an iuportant place, in the continuing history of its com­
munity and one where its later modifications are of architectural importance.
The three-bay wide, "I" plan early 19th century house was enlarged,probably 
in the 1870's, into a handeome Second Empire Style house with care taken to 
match the fine sandstone asliar of original section. This enlargement was done 
by Garret Z. Demarest, a son of Samuel R. Demarest, the original owner of the 
house.

The house retains three of its original exterior walls except a bay window 
with stone walls replaced a, section of the north wall. The window openings 
and front door opening are early although the south door has been converted 
into a window.Window sash and double entrance doors date to the 1870's. The 
house's walls appear to retain their early 19th century height. It is not 
clear whether the interior plan of the early section was altered but it appears 
largely intact except probably the south wall (that near the hall) was moved 
to enlarge the NE room. The early chimneys have been removed and their 
locafi-ons on the plan is conjectured. Existing mantels and the handsome stair­
case date to,the 1870*s.

Samuel R. Demarest (1783-1872) was a direct descendant of David des Marest, 
one of Bergen County's first settlers. The Borough of Demarest is named for 
Samuel's branch of the family. Samuel was a blacksmith by trade but also en­
gaged in farming and distilling.- He married Elizabeth Zabriskie on December 
22, 1808, and it is quite possible his house'^uilt about that date. He occupies 
a significant place in local political history serving as a Bergen County 
Freeholder (1841-43) and representing Bergen County in both branches of State 
Legislature.Samuel had ten children and after his death this house passed to 
son. Garret Z. (born in 1829).

Garret Z. Demarest was a farmer who successfully transferred his interest 
to a doal business reflecting the change in the late 19th century of Demarest 
from an agricultural area to a railroad suburb. The Demarest house is located 
in the heart of Demarest on a scenic site overlooking a pond formed by darning 
Tenakill Brook. It is near the junction of the area's three major historic 
roads. County Road, Piermont Road and Hardenburgh Road,and is across the brook 
from the Demarest Railroad Sta'^’ron building and the tracks of the Northern 
Railroad, • built in 1859. The existing handsome stone Romanesque Revival 
Station was erected in 1872 to the designs of Cleveland Cady. It is quite 
possible the picturesque railroad depot inspired Garret Demarest to remodel 
his father's house into a picturesque country residence, here employing "modern" 
1870's Second Empire styling. What is most remarkable is that the house to a 
great degree retains its 1870's character and continues to occupy an over 5 
acre property.

(Sources: Clayton, pp.211, 213, 219; Van Valen, p.680, 688).
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Sutstaiitlve Eevles

Demarest, Samuel R., House (Stone Houses of Bereen
County TR) 
Bergen County 
NEW JERSEY Working No. 

Fod. Rog. DaU:
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Action:
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2. Location

3. Classification
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7. Ooscription
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^^^^^sissiSssssL

X

—r

suminary paragraph
eomplatanasa
hlarlty
•^pliPabla^ eritarlir
iuatlfieation .of araas 

ehaefcad '
ralating signifieanca to 

tha laaourca
eontaxt
raiatlonship of Intagrity 

to signifieanca
. lustifteation of axcaption 
. otha^

y //

fr fi- . .

9^ ■iatoa bibliographical R#ff nc#a

to. geographical Data

11. forni Prepared By 

19. Otate Historic Oreservatiew Officer CertifIcatiotL

• IK
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

//7^^
Signed 0^ /Lnic Date. Phone: 202 272-350

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet





o

ccoCO
LUO

CONSTRUCTION DATE/SOURCE:
1817/Tradition
Early 19th century/Architectural 

evidence
BUILDER:

Probably S.R. Demarest

NUMBER OF STORIES; »2 (mansard areaX ' ' 
CELLAR: ■ Yes 

□ No

_y S.R 
FORM/PLAN TYPE:

"I" with a through hall originally, 
3 bay, 2 rooms deep (31*9" x 37*0")

CHIMNEY FOUNDATION:
□ Stone Arch
□ Brick Arch, Stone Foundation
□ Other 9

FRAMING SYSTEM:□ Intermediate Summer Beam 
■ Intermediate Bearing Wall 
J Clear Span□ Other

FLOOR JOISTS:3-1/2" X 10" sawn, 25-28" 
between.

FIRST FLOOR CEILING HEIGHT: 9*4"
FIRS^T.fLOOR WALL THICKNESS:
GARRET FLOOR JOISTS:

EXTERTOR WALL FABRIC:
Sa dstone ashlar, pink brown to 
lavender.

GARRET:
□ Unfinished Space 
■ Finished Space

FENESTRATION:
2/2, 38" X 6*2", trapezoidal lintels 
on cellar windows, rectangular on 
first floor.

ROOF:
□ Gable
□ Gambrel .

□ Curb
H Other Mansard

ENTRANCE LOCATION/TYPE:
3rd bay from left, has fanlight and 
Victorian double doors. Probably had 
sidelights. 65" wide.

EAVE TREATMENT:Q Sweeping Overhang
„ Supported Overhang
□ No Overhang i
□ Boxed Gutter
□ Other ,

According to Watkins' map, there was a house on this site, but no part 
of it remains, unless the present house's foundation was that of the 
original.

This house, while having been altered through the years, still retains a 
sufficient amount of its original fabric that it should be recognized 
and retained. We are therefore including it for its architectural 
significance, for its association with the exploration and settlement|,“of 
the Bergen County area, and for its remaining historic fabric. As such, 
it is included in the Thematic Nomination to the National Register of 
Historic Places for the Early Stone Houses of Bergen County, New Jers«y.
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BERGEN COUNTY SIONE HOUSt SURVEY
HISTi ,^IC .NAME 
LOCATION:

Samuel R. Demarest House 
212 County, Road, Demarest

VICTaAiAN
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION;

Block 154, Lot 1 

5.87 acres

U.T.M.

18 587 340 4534 130 
Yonkers, New Jersey-New York



NPS Form 10-900-* (F-81)

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form dateantered' -
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Continuation sheet Item number Page
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S

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group

Name Stone Houses of Bergen County Thematic Resources
State Jersey

Nomination/Type of Review 

vll. Huyler, Peter, House Keeper 

Attest

12. Westervelt, Benjamin P., House £u5sfanHv6^evT#®®P®'’’

Attest

Date/Signature

'^13. Blackledge-Gair House

<14. Demarest House . i

'15. House

<16. Meyerhoff, John, House

‘17. Demarest, Samuel R., House
^ -D- / _2— C <—.-t—j

... Keeper

Attest

Substantive Ha.'ie’? Keeper

t~Pr_nlTr(j Hsvriw

Substaa’^xrp- 5':-rc'v Keeper

Attest

Keeper^

Attest

- -T.

18. Demarest, John R. , House «Substantive Review

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper*^ ,y
—uj.------------- {! '

Attest _______________

19. Zabriskie-Christie House Substant .■ ■_ in' Keeper _h 44
/ w

Attest

20. Demarest. Daniel J.. Houae ' ~~

c;:/ovywER objection Attest ___
UiL W)



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Demarest, Samuel R., House (Stone Houses of 
Bergen County TR 
Bergen County 
NEW JERSEY

& resubmission
□ nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection
□ appeal

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date: '

Date Due:
Action: < ^..^ACgEPT ^

.RETURN.
-REJECT.

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: □ sample request □ appeal □ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criterja 
Reviewer
Discipline _
Date_______

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below

■■

1. Name ''

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CU yes □ no

7. Description

Condition

[m excellent
LU good

1 1 deteriorated 
□ ruins

Check one
□ unaltered

□ altered

Check one
□ original site

□ moved date

□ fair □ unexposed

L

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

□ summary paragraph
0 completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
1 I dates
I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph 
EH completeness
CD clarity
CD applicable criteria 
EH Justification of areas checked 
EH relating significance to the resource 
EH context
□ relationship of integrity to significance 
EH justification of exception
EH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

EH Maps 
EH Photographs 
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000499


