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2 DESCRIPTION

/ CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X oRiGinaL SITE
X Goop —RUINS X ALTeRED —MOVED  paTe_____
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire, is a one story, 5,735 square foot

River. Square in Plan, the brick Post Office is located on Grove Street in a
commercial neighborhood that includes a bank, the Historical Society, small
department stores and the Townhouse, Peterborough's Town Hall.

The building is simple in architectural detail and features header-bond brick
coursing with a hipped slate roof. The carved wood cornice is similar to the

former Ball-Bearing building, a turn of the century structure diagonally across
the street.

The center entrance is highlighted by a fan window transom which is encased in a
broken pediment supported by simple pilasters. A metal and plexiglass canopy
Structure was added in 1982, The entry is flanked on either side by two wood
sash, 8/8 double hung windows with aluminum storm frames. A distinctive limestone
key stone serves as their only ornamentation. These windows are the building
standard and are repeated on the remaining sides.

The building interior is a standard Plan for post offices of this era. The lobby
floors are squéare orange anH'blué*qUarfy tile with unusual strawberry marble
wainscotting. The walls are plaster with a moulded plaster cornice. The
original veStibuie'and-péndent”iight"fixtures are still in placde.” The major
interior feature of significance is a W.P.A. mural by Marguerite Zorach
artist. The depiétion Jf winter mail delivery by horse and sleigh at a country
store is simply portrayed and is set above the postmaster's door. R
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SPECIFIC DATES Designed: 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT LOUis A. Simon, Architect
d: 1936 Loucke § Clark, Contractor

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

LRS RS $J:
The Main Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire was conceived and erected as a
simple prototype. It represents the effort on the part of the Federal Government
to reach out (at a minimum of cost) to the smaller communities of America and
establish a presence during a time of turmoil, depression, and economic recession.
It is a dignified Neo-Georgian structure with the simplest of Federalist detailing.
It is the corner stone of a block of Georgian revival structures (with identical
brick work) that culminates at the Peterborough Town Hall Building. Typical of
Louis A. Simon's smaller buildings, it gives the maximum effect with an economy

of means.

Unfortunately, very little, at this writing, is-known of the interior.mural
artist, Marguerite Zorach. Thought to have been a local resident, Marguerite
utilized an earthtone palatte of red and brown oils. Her mural is a street scene;
a site of much activity with a disquieted horse as its focus. The minimum use of
shadow and perspective makes for a flat portrayal of buildings and characters.
This thoughtful rendition of the arrival of mail is charming and_gntgrtaiping in
its simplicity. g

Given the excellent condition of the building, it is of special importance as its
original features, however straightforward, are virtually unaltered. Indeed, the
louvered workroom skfylight is still in use today.




_Office Construction 1900-1940, July, 1982

The Federal Presence: Architecture, Politics; ahd'S“bols
tates Government Builaing, Cambridge, Massachusetts: The

MIT Press,
EUGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY .371

. ... border a parking lot. and access road which seryes, the Post Office and the

UTM REFERENCES

ZONE EASTING NORTHING . """ . . ZONE
: ' P DEI

Alll8_] |2|5|8|1|]4‘|g |4l7|§.0l0|9|0| s] ; | | | ) | L I | ! | ] | L I
EASTING _ "~ NORTHING

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The rectangular site maintains approximately 100 feet frontage on Grove Street
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8. Significance
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

[J completeness

[ clarity

O applicable criteria

O justification of areas checked

[ relating significance to the resource
[J context

[ relationship of integrity to significance
O justification of exception

(] other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

‘The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

DIMaps £ MWMM USC S e .

L] Photographs (pMlemat_ W wrm y o ULSES |

] Other

Questions goncerning this nomination may be directed t 20 =

FTS

Signed Qﬁ»{/{ %/l(/////’ Date 7 / / / £l

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



Form No. 10-306 (Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |receven
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

FOR NPS USE ONLY

|DATE ENTERED

EINAME

HISTORIC
United States Post Office

AND/OR COMMON
Peterborough Main Post Office

BILOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
23 Grove Street N/A _NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Peterborcugh MAMNICINITY OF Second Congressiopal District
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
New Hampshire 03458 0400 Hillsoorough 001
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X_puBLIC X occurien __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X:8UILDING(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ~ ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT N/A |\ process A YES: RESTRICTED X_GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY __OTHER:

T AGENCY

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (/f applicable) o i S > s 0 I
New England Field Real Estate and Buildings Office

STREET & NUMBER
1050 Waltham Street

CITY. TOWN STATE
Lexington N/A. viciniTy oF Massachusetts 02173
BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

HERIRTRYOFDECOIEI Hillsborough County Registry of Deeds

STREET & NUMBER
300 Chestnut Street

CITY. TOWN STATE
o Manchester New Hampshire 03101
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE None

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




2 DESCRIPTION

‘ CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —_DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
X Gooo —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire, is a one story, 5,735 square foot
structure that occupies a 16,200 square foot site on the banks of the Nubanusit
River. Square in plan, the brick Post Office is located on Grove Street in a
commercial neighborhood that includes a bank, the Historical Society, small
department stores and the Townhouse, Peterborough's Town Hall.

The building is simple in architectural detail and features header-bond brick
coursing with a hipped slate roof. The carved wood cornice is similar to the

former Ball-Bearing building, a turn of the century structure diagonally across
the street.

The center entrance is highlighted by a fan window transom which is encased in a
broken pediment supported by simple pllasters. A metal and plexiglass canopy
structure was added in 1982. The entry is flanked on either side by two wood
sash, 8/8 double hung windows with aluminum storm frames. A distinctive limestone
key stone serves as their only ornamentation. These windows are the building
standard and are repeated on the remaining sides.

The building interior is a standard plan for post offices of this era. The lobby
floors are square orange and blue 'quarry tile with unusual strawberry marble
wainscotting. The walls are plaster with a moulded plaster cornice. The
original vestibule and pendent 'light fixtures are still in place.” The major
interior feature of significance is a W.P.A. mural by Marguerite Zorach, a local
artist. The depiction of winter mail delivery by horse and sleigh at a country
store is simply portrayed and is set above the postmaster's door.:



E) SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD : AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE -_ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—-1600-1699 -XARCHlTECTURE _EDUCATION __MILITARY _SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 XART __ENGINEERING __MusSIC __THEATER
_ 1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X1900. —COMMUNICATIONS _ INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_OTHER (SPECIFW

__INVENTION ; @ . g -

SPECIFIC DATES Designed: 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT LOUis A. Simon, Architect

Constructed: 1936 Loucke § Clark, Contractor

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Main Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire was conceived and erected as a
simple prototype. It represents the effort on the part of the Federal Government
to reach out (at a minimum of cost) to the smaller communities of America and
establish a presence during a time of turmoil, depression, and economic recession.
It is a dignified Neo-Georgian structure with the simplest of Federalist detailing.
It is the corner stone of a block of Georgian revival structures (with identical
brick work) that culminates at the Peterborough Town Hall Building. Typical of
Louis A. Simon's smaller buildings, it gives the maximum effect with an economy

of means.

Unfortunately, very little, at this writing, is known of the interior mural
artist, Marguerite Zorach. Thought to have been a local resident, Marguerite
utilized an earthtone palatte of red and brown oils. Her mural:is a street scene;
a site of much activity with a disquieted horse as its focus. The minimum use of
shadow and perspective makes for a flat portrayal of buildings and characters.
This thoughtful rendition of the arrival of mail is charming and entertaining in
its simplicity. ' ‘

Given the excellent condition of the building, it is of special importance as its
original features, however straightforward, are virtually unaltered. Indeed, the
louvered workroom sk ylight is still in use today.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The rectangular site maintains approximately 100 feet frontage on Grove Street
and approximately 152 feet along the Nubanusit River. The remaining sides
border a parking, lot_and access road which seryes the Post Office and the
adjacent bank. sl
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MAIN POST OFFICE
PETERBOROUGH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Peterborough Main Post Office
Peterborough, NH

David R. Hooker

May 1983

Earl R. Flansburgh and Associates
Front elevation
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MAIN POST OFFICE
PETERBOROUGH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Peterborough Main Post Office
Peterborough, NH

David R. Hooker

May 1983

Earl R. Flansburgh and Associates
Front elevation. Left view
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MAIN POST OFFICE
PETERBOROUGH, NEW HAMPSHIRE

Peterborough Main Post Office
Peterborough, NH

David R. Hooker

May 1983

Earl R. Flansburgh and Associates

Front elevtion. Right view
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Peterborough Main Post Office
Peterborough, NH

David R. Hooker

May 1983

Earl R. Flansburgh and Associates
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA 02173-0324

August 7, 1985

The Honorable James Lawn

Chairman, Board of Selectman, Town of Peterborough
Peterborough Town Hall

One Grove Street

Peterborough, NH 03458

Dear Chairman Lawn:

The U.S. Postal Service in conjunction with the New Hampshire State Historic
Preservation Officer in Concord has evaluated the Main Post Office in
Peterborough and has determined it is significant from an historical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to
our taking formal action, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter in the enclosed envelope.

. 7
chlosurg;é//
Jpc/ 1jr;"/
\



AT, Adrik Suer
 JiTRpORyG prdee

Wov poincer meaTon
AR LT

EE ..ma\. ,.
A RrTR6LATETON
N ¥ -




&Tﬁs Posr“'

2

*hak ¥

Reld

* UNITED
* DINYIS

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L’Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

February 20, 1986

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post
office located at 23 Grove Street, Hillsborough County,
Petersborough, New Hampshire.

If you have any questions concerning this nomination,
please call me at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely,

John S. Sofenson
Realty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Facilities Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza. SW
Washington. DC  20260-6400

June 2, 1986

Ms. Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

In response to your request for additional documentation,
have attached the following nominations for your further
consideration:

Main Post Office - Norwich, Connecticut

Main Post Office - Williamstown, Massachusetts

Main Post Office - Dover, New Hampshire

Main Post Office - Laconia, New Hampshire

Main Post Office - Lancaster, New Hampshire

Main Post Office - Littleton, New Hampshire
p~Main Post Office - Peterborough, New Hampshire

Main Post Office - Somersworth, New Hampshire

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please
call me at (202) 268-3107.

VA

ohn S. Soren§o

Realty Specialist, Senior
Realty Management Division
Office of Real Estate

Sincerely

Attachments
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