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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

BUILDER/ARCHITECT ^ouis A. Simon, Arcmtect 
Loucke § Clark, Contractor

The Main Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire was conceived and erected as a 
simple prototype. It represents the effort on the part of the Federal Government 
to reach out (at a minimum of cost) to the smaller communities of America and 
establish a presence during a time of turmoil, depression, and economic recession. 
It IS a dignified Neo-Georgian structure with the simplest of Federalist detailing. 
It IS the corner stone of a block of Georgian revival structures (with identical 
brick work) that culminates at the Peterborough Town Hall Building. Typical of
Louis A. Simon s smaller buildings, it gives the maximum effect with an economy 
or iii6d.Tis • ^
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The rectangular site maintains approximately 100 feet frontage on Grove Street 
and approximately 152 feet along the Nubanusit River. The remaining sides 

,,.bpr4,9r a parking J,9t„ and access road which ^ s^rY^s,, th/?. Post. Off ice and the 
adjacent bank.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

US Post Office—Peterborough Main 
Hillsborough County 
NEW HAMPSHIRE

Working No.. 
Fed. Reg. Date:

FEB

CU resubmission
CD nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
CD appeal

Date Due:
Action: ___ ACCEPT.

Tv//

_REJECT.
Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: [sample CD request CD appeal CD NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

j Recom./Crite^
Reviewer .
Discipline __________
Date 3 * j /•"

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? CD ye □ no

7. Description

Condition 
CD excellent 
CD good 
□ fair

□ deteriorated
□ ruins
I I unexposed

Check one
□ unaltered
□ altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physicai appearance

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
□ alterations/integrity
□ dates
□ boundary selection

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph 
CH completeness
□ clarity 

applicable criteria
m] justification of areas checked 
IZ] relating significance to the resource 
[m context
m] relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception 
CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangie name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

©Maps

□ (pterf UCnr\ ^

Questions mncerning this nomination may be directed

Signed Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
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INAME
HISTORIC

United States Post Office
ANO/OR COIVIMON

Peterborough Main Post Office
(LOCATION

STREETS. NUMBER

23 Grove Street N/A _NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Peterboroueh ^L/A/icinity of
STATE

New Hampshire 03458
CODE

0400
COUNTY “ CODE
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—STRUCTURE 
—SITE 
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OWNERSHIP
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STATUS
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ACCESSIBLE 
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—EDUCATIONAL 
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X-GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 
—INDUSTRIAL 
—MILITARY

—PARK

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER

AGENCY
REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: inapplicable)

New England Field Real Estate and Buildings Office
STREETS. NUMBER

1050 Waltham Street
CITY. TOWN

Lexington KJA. VICINITY OF

STATE

Massachusetts 02173
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

___ Hillsborough Countv Registry of Deeds
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC

STREETS. NUMBER

300 Chestnut Street
CITY. TOWN

Manchester
STATE

New Hampshire 03101
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TITLE
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[DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

—EXCELLENT
Lgood

—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS
—UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE
_UNALTERED

FALTERED

CHECK ONE
^ORIGINAL SITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire, is a one story, 5,735 square foot 
structure that occupies a 16,200 square foot site on the banks of the Nubanusit 
River. Square in plan, the brick Post Office is located on Grove Street in a 
commercial neighborhood that includes a bank, the Historical Society, small 
department stores and the Townhouse, Peterborough's Town Hall.

The building is simple in architectural detail and features header-bond brick 
coursing with a hipped slate roof. The carved wood cornice is similar to the 
former Ball-Bearing building, a turn of the century structure diagonally across 
the street.

The center entrance is highlighted by a fan window transom which is encased in a 
broken pediment supported by simple pilasters. A metal and plexiglass canopy 
structure was added in 1982. The entry is flanked on either side by two wood 
sash, 8/8 double hung windows with aluminum storm frames. A distinctive limestone 
key stone serves as their only ornamentation. These windows are the building 
standard and are repeated on the remaining sides.

The building interior is a standard plan for post offices of this era. The lobby 
floors are square orange arid blue quarry tile with unusual strawberry marble 
wainscotting. The walls are plaster with a moulded plaster cornice. The 
original vesTiibule and pendent light fixtures are still in place.' The major 
interior feature of significance is a W.P.A. mural by Marguerite Zorach, a local 
artist. The dejiiction- of winter mail delivery by horse and sleigh at a country 
store is simply portrayed and is set above the postmaster's door.-



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

—PREHISTORIC

— 1400-1499
— 1500-1599
— 1600-1699

— 1700-1799
— 1800 1899 
Xl 900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
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Xart

—COMMERCE
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—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS
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—ENGINEERING

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
—LAW
—LITERATURE

—MILITARY
—MUSIC
—PHILOSOPHY
—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION
—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—S0CIAL7HUMANITARIAN
—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPEC'cv'

auiLDER/ARCHiTECT Architect
Loucke S Clark, Contractor

SPECIFIC DATES Designed: 1935
_______________ foTi-structed: 1956
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

• ' ; > ■

The Main Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire was conceived and erected as a 
simple prototype. It represents the effort on the part of the Federal Government 
to reach out (at a minimum of cost) to the smaller communities of America and 
establish a presence during a time of turmoil, depression, and economic recession. 
It is a dignified Neo-Georgian structure with the simplest of Federalist detailing. 
It is the corner stone of a block of Georgian revival structures (with identical 
brick work) that culminates at the Peterborough Town Hall Building. Typical of 
Louis A. Simon’s smaller buildings, it gives the maximum effect with an economy 
of means.

Unfortunately, very little, at this writing, is known of the interior mural 
artist. Marguerite Zorach. Thought to have been a local resident. Marguerite 
utilized an earthtone palatte of red and brown oils. Her murallis a street scene; 
a site of much activity with a disquieted horse as its focus. The minimum use of 
shadow and perspective makes for a flat portrayal of buildings and characters.
This thoughtful rendition of the arrival of mail is charming and. entertaining in 
its simplicity.

Given the excellent condition of the building, it is of special importance as its 
original features, however straightforward, are virtually unaltered. Indeed, the 
louvered workroom sk ylight is still in use today.



Imajor bibliographical references

History of Post Office Construction 1900-1940, July, 1982

Craig, Lois, ed.. The Federal Presence: Architecture, Politics, and Symbols
in the United States Government Building, Cambridge, Massachusetts: The
MIT Press, 1979
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The rectangular site maintains approximately 100 feet frontage on Grove Street 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

RESUBMISSION

United States Post Office—Peterborough Main 
Hillsborough County 
NEW HAMPSHIRE
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Working No.
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Date Due: 
Action:
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Federal Agency: usPs
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Nomination returned for: ____ technical corrections cited below
____ substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? □ yes □ no

7. Description

Condition 
[H excellent
□ good
□ fair

□ deteriorated 
I I ruins
□ unexposed

Check one 
□ unaltered 
O altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Q summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
I I alterations/integrity
□ dates
I I boundary selection

Check one
□ original site
□ moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

□ summary paragraph
□ completeness
□ clarity
CH applicable criteria 
lU justification of areas checked 
HU relating significance to the resource
□ context
□ relationship of integrity to significance
□ justification of exception
□ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE 

P.O.Box 324
Lexington, MA 021730324

August 7, 1985

The Honorable James lavm
Chairman, Board of Selectman, Town of Peterborou^ 
Peterborough Town Ifell 
One Grove Street 
Peterborough, NH 03458

Dear Chairman Lawn:

The U.S. Postal Service in conjunction with the New Hampshire State Historic 
Preservation Officer in Ocxicord has evaluated the Main Post Office in 
Peterborou^ and has determined it is significant from an historical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the U.S. Postal Service intends to nominate 
this building to the National Register of Historic Places. We would, prior to 
our taking formal actiai, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

If you coicur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this 
letter in the enclosed envelope.

ailelj r *■

Ccncur:
Eiiclosurc
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FEB 2 1986

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Real Estate and Buildings Department 

475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, DC 20260-6400

February 20, 1986

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
Department of Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:
The Postal Service hereby submits a nomination for the post 
office located at 23 Grove Street, Hillsborough County, 
Petersborough, New Hampshire.
If you have any questions concerning this nomination, 
please call me at 202/268-3107.

Sincerely,

/John S. Sorenson 
Realty Specialist, Senior 
Office of Real Estate

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
Facilities Department 

475 L'Enfant Plaza. SW 
Washington. DC 20260-6400

June 2, 1986

Ms. Carol D. Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
Department of Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240-1002

Dear Ms. Shull:

In response to your request for additional documentation, I 
have attached the following nominations for your further 
consideration:

Main Post 
Main Post 
Main Post 
Main Post 
Main Post 
Main Post 

^XWain Post 
Main Post

Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office
Office

Norwich, Connecticut 
Williamstown, Massachusetts 
Dover, New Hampshire 
Laconia, New Hampshire 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 
Littleton, New Hampshire 
Peterborough, New Hampshire 
Somersworth, New Hampshire

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please 
call me at (202) 268-3107.

Sincerel'

John S. SorenSol 
Realty Specialist, Senior 
Realty Management Division 
Office of Real Estate

Attachments

JUH ? '556


