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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
X-GOOoD —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Frost Place is a low, white frame house, about 54' x 30', facing the
Franconia range of the White Mountains. A porch runs the length of the front.
On ‘the ground floor, the main part of the house consists of a single large room,
fronting on the porch behind the four windows and one door; a bedroom in the
projecting ell under the attic window; and a smaller bedroom behind this one
(see floor plans). On the floor above is a large front attic bedroom, and two
smaller bedrooms over the living room.

The house is substantially as it was between 1915 and 1920, when it was
owned by Robert Frost, although there have been changes. At that time, the
porch extended only in front of the projecting ell, under the attic window (see
1913 photograph). A wing and dormer window in the attic have been added at the
rear of the house.

The original room arrangement was also somewhat different. In Frost's time
a pantry, kitchen and living room occupied the space of the present living room.
A central fireplace has been added in this room. Frost's study was the larger
of the rooms now used as first-floor bedrooms. The original steep attic stair-
way has been replaced, and the two bedrooms over the living room have beén fin-
ished. Frost's bedroom, the large front attic room, is unchanged since his
day, even to the orange paint on the floor.! The stove in the kitchen, a spruce
piano, and a deal table he wrote on were also in the house in Robert Frost's time.

There is a barn 25' x 27', in excellent condition, where Frost kept his
cow and hens. An orchard he planted and wrote a poem about, ''Goodbye and
Keep Cold,' still stands on the northerly slope, as described in the poem. 2
The grounds are very well kept.

The house was sold by Willis Herbert to Robert Frost in 1915. In 1920,
Frost sold it to Raymond Holden, who in 1922 sold it to Mrs. Della Harriman Herbert,
the widow of Willis Herbert. Mrs. Herbert, who undertook the renovations des-
cribed, bequeathed it to her niece, the present owner, Mrs. Robert Neill. Mrs.
Neill, who was born in 1892, lived nearby when the Frosts bought the house and
remembers them well.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frost Place in Franconia is famous as the house Robert Frost fell in love
with at first sight. Searching for a house in April of 1915, he came along the Ridge
Road, and saw it--a long white house with many large windows facing a magnificent
view of Mt. Lafayette and the Franconia Range of the White Mountains. Around and above
the house lay the fields and woods of the farm it belongs to. |In the road was the owner,
Willis Herbert, later Frost's good friend, raking leaves. Said Frost to him, with
Yankee directness,

""I'm going to put you off this farm, | want it."
""Where are you going to put me, in the road?"
""I''m going to put you on the farm next door.“?

and he did. Soon he and his family were able to move in, to make the house their home
until October of 1920. Even after that time, Frost would return at times and seasons
when he needed rest, staying ﬂith the Fobes up the road, at the guest house where his
daughter was married in 1923.

Frost loved the house, and no wonder. It has a charm all its own, white
clapboards, a long front porch, part of which has a floor sagging towards the view.
Here Frost _used to sit for long periods scribbling, scandalizing his busy farmer
neighbors.5 The house, a typical L-shape, has a gently-aged look, so settled in the
landscape that it almost seems to be growing out of the ground. The present owner,
Mrs. Robert Neill, most fortunately has cherished it and kept it as nearly as possible
as it was when it sheltered the poet and his family.

Although unmarked in any way, it draws summer visitors like a magnet. They
inquire for its whereabouts, struggle to find it, and then walk past, paying homage
to New England's, and perhaps America's, greatest poet of the century, a people's poet,
one anybody can understand and enjoy. Three busloads of Plymouth State College people
came last summer to walk through the house and talk with Mrs. Neill, who graciously
shared with them her lore of the poet and the town in his time.

There is much to be shared. One can see the perfectly-preserved barn where
lived the cows of whom he wrote to a friend, '"You will be glad to hear that my cows and
| have composed our differences and | now milk them anchored at one end only.”6 Beyond
the house one can find half-buried in thin woods the apple orchard Frost himself
planted late one fall, deliberately putting it on the exposed northern slope. ''Goodbye,
little orchard, goodbye, and keep cold./ Dread fifty above more than fifty below."

But he worried about it left alone. '"lIts heart sinks lower under the sod,/ But some-
thing has to be left to God.'" One can walk where Frost walked with the city man who

(See Continuation Sheet 2)
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wanted a thousand of his fir balsams to sell as Christmas trees for three cents each, as
told in the poem of that name. He says, 'l doubt if | was tempted for a moment/ To

sell them off their feet to go in cars,/ And leave the slope behind the house all bare.“7
It is wooded tothis day. One can look as Frost must have done often, at clouds massing
above the peaks, dwarfing ''the pitiful reality/ Of Lincoln, Lafayette and Liberty.'" One
can speculate where the neighbor's sugar house was wherg Frost '"lingered in a lull in
March,/ Outside the sugar house one night for choice,'"® and got the fireman to send up
sparks for him to admire against the sky. Franconia itself is celebrated in the peom

New Hampshire. So is its small neighbor Easton, ''whose name appeared/ Between the
pictures on a movie screen/ Election night once in Franconia/ When everything had

gone Republican,/ And Democrats were in sore need of comfort,/ Easton goes Democratic,
Wilson 4,/ Hughes 2. And everybody to the saddest/ Laughed the loud laugh the big

laugh at the little."d

There can be no doubt that Frost's stay in this house coincided with a burst
of creatixity. All except nine of the poems in his third book of poems, Mountain
Interval," and some of those in his fourth, New Hampshire, were wqitten in Franconia,
as his own dated list, now in the Yale University Library, shows. The Pulitzer Prize
for Poetry was awarded to New Hampshire, as the best book of poems published in 1923.

The place names scattered through his poetry provide a fascinating study.
Nearly all are names of small villages and towns in New Hampshire. Several towns are
the locale of the events of a singia poem: for instance, Coos of The Witch of Coos,
and Littleton of The Starsplitter. It is noteworthy that these towns encircle, not
Derry, his earlier home, but Franconia.

There are still present in the town some respected senior citizens who
rememb?z Frost and his family from their childhood days. Among them are Mrs. Sarah
Welsh, great-granddaughter of Luke Brooks, discoverer of the Great Stone Face;

Mr. Joseph Fobes, son of the family who befriended the Frosts for many years; Mrs.
Ruth Ayres Givens, who father Philip Ayres saved Franconia Notch for the State. Their
memories can and should be tapped for every encounter with the Frost family that they
and others may recall, to enrich our knowledge of his time.
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7 and 8. Footnotes to the DESCRIPTION of the Frost Place, and the SIGNIFICANCE:

|

§2.

13-

"Irma is in her room, Papa is upstairs, and Carol and | are in the dining-room."
Letter of Elinor Frost to Lesley Frost, Dated Franconia, April, 1920. Family
Letters of Robert and Elinor Frost, University of New York Press, 1972. p. 89.

Goodbye and Keep Cold, Complete Poems of Robert Frost, Henry Holt and Co.,
New York, 1949, p. 281.

New Hampshire, op. cit., p. 203-4.

The wedding is described in The Years of Triumph, Lawrance Thompson, Holt, Rine-
hart and Winston, New York, 1970, p. 307.

""Right now, | am thinking of the view from our old place in Franconia.' Letter
of R.F. to Charles A. Monroe, 5 Sept. 1928, op. cit., p. 331-2.

R.F. to Louis Untermeyer, July 1915, quoted in The Letters of Robert Frost to
Louis Untermeyer, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, New York, 1963, p. 12,

Christmas Trees, Collected Poems, p. 132.

Evening in a Sugar House, op. cit., p. 289.
New Hampshire, op. cit., p. 205.
"July, 1916...Harcourt has been and gone,..| am to be out this fall with a book

to be known as Mountain Interval.' Letters of Robert Frost to Louis Untermeyer,
p. ‘38

See attached Xeroxed copy of a list in Frost"s own handwriting, dating poems
written in Franconia, The original is in the Yale University Library.

Complete Poems, pp. 247, 218.

New Hampshire northcountry placenames, with titles of Frost's poems to which
they relate:

Coos The Witch of Coos

Dalton A Fountain, A Bottle, A Donkey's Ears, and Some Books
Easton New Hampshire

Franconia New Hampshire

Grafton The Pauper Witch of Grafton

Lancaster A Hundred Collars

Littleton The Starsplitter

Lunenburg The Mountain

Woodsville A Hundred Collars
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7 and 8. Footnotes (Continued).

14. '"Robert Frost served on the Board of Education (of Franconia) for three years.
He also was President of the PTA. His children attended the local school."
A History of Franconia, Sarah N. Welsh, Courier Printing Co., 1972. p. 180.
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ROBERT FROST IN HIS FRANCONIA study, courtesy of George H.
Browne, Robert Frost Collection, Plymouth State College.

Committee Seeks Stove For
Frost Place In Franconia

The Franconia Bicentennial
Subcommittee on the Frost
Place is looking for a stove.

In its efforts to restore the
famous poet's former Franconia
residence to its condition when
he lived there, the committee
would liketo find areplica ofthe
original stove pictured above.
Anyone who has any recollec-
tions ofthe original stove, or who
knows where one like it may be
found, is requested to contact
Committee Chairman Mrs.

Stuart Machlin, The Frost Fund,

Box F, Franconia, N.H. 03580.
James Fox, the committee’s

architectural specialist, reported
that the position of the stove can
be exactly located in the room
today because the narrow door
(behind Frost in the photo) is
still there. He added that a
knothole in another photo taken
in the study is still in the
wainscoating,and can be used as
a reference in fixing the posi-

SUSTHENEE——————

tioning of furnishings in the
room.

A desk at which much of the
poet’s work and letters wcre
written appears in that photo,
and Mr. Fox is building an
exact replica of that desk to use
when the room is refinished au-
thentically to Frost's stay.

In other business, Mrs. Machlin
reported that the committee has
already received $3,000 in gifts
and pledges from public-spirited
citizens and local organizations,
and is much encouraged. Further
donations and pledges will be
sought this week, she said, beiore
beginning a widér appeal. A
coupon for donations appears
elsewhere in this issue.
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM: NEW HAMPSHIRE

Historic Name: ~FHE FROST PLACE
Common Name: “FHE FROST PLACE

NR District: N/A ; g -1
Address: Ridge Road L oflrn 0 11 976
City/Town/State: Franconia, New Hampshire 0C
Photographer: Austin Macaulay
Negative with: Austin Macaulay
Lafayette Drive, Franconia, New Hampshire 03580
Description: View of southeast (front) and southwest (side) elevations.

(Southeast elevation faces toward Presidential Range, White Mountains)

Photographer facing N INME XE YSEX SXSWXWXXMK Photo Date: Sept. 1, 1975 Photo Number | of |
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Kay 20, 13576

Hrs. Norline Lesser
1340 Cosmncnwialth Avenue
» ﬁt!zton. Hassachusetts 02134

Dear Mrs. Lesser.

it is my pleasure to Inform you that the Frosi Place, Franconla, N.H.,
 may be ellglible for Inclusior in the Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places.

~ Nationa! Reglstoer ilscing provides recognlilfon of significent cuitural re-
-sources worthy of preservation, but does no'. mpose any restriction or
limitation on the use of private property. Once satered in the Natlonal Re-
“glster, properties are eligible to be consldered for Federal matching grants-
ln~ald for preservation, restorstion or reusc. In addition, Mations! Reglster
deslgnaslion provides for review and amelloration of potential effaects which
any Federally fundel, agsisted or i‘censed project might have on the property.

The nomination of a property to the datlonai Register of Historic Plaoces begins
with the preparacion of Natlonal Register nomination forms, maps and photographs;
the material Is reviewad by the Staie Historic Preservation C°fice and con~
sidered by the State iilstoiic Prescrvatior Roview Board., If the propcaed
nominaticn i3 approved by the Review Board, (t Iz submitted 2o the Stets
Historic Preservation Officer; If signed by the SHPO, it is forwarded to the
tations! Park Service for conslderation, re lew and final approval. Upon
approvoi of the nominatlon Ly the Hatlc.si Fark Service, the property Is

- entered In the Mational Reglster of Hisvorlc Places. As ce-owner of the
property, you wi'! be notiflel of subsecuent sction on the noicstlern.

Your cosments and oplinions are an inportant part of the nomipatiun process, and
will assist the Review Board In Its consideration of the properiy's signiflicance.
For your convenlence, a reply card Is provided. If vou wish .o submit additional
informeiion, plesse address correspondence to:

Hew Hampshire State Kistoris Praservatlon 0fficer

Box 456

Concord, Hew Hampshire 03301

+ Shoud] you have any questicns, plesss contact the Historlc Preservation Office
(271-3433), Me look forwerd to bearing from you.

$inceraly,

~ Linda Ray Wilson, lJirector
. RN Hl;lorlc Preservation O7flce

¢c: Commisslonet Gilwman, $HPO
‘Dr. Evangeline Machliin

R g £ R T A woe - PR T R A T L T RN MR ST A S P W B G e
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Hay 20, 1376

 Mr. 6. Hammond
o 25 Meple Streat
Bristol, Vermont OS443

e W i e it sy e

: Dear MHr. Mammonds

_ 71t s py pleasurs to Inform you that the Frost Place, Franconls, Hew Hempshire,
wfg}';;riﬂnay be ellglble for incluslion in the Batlonal Reglstur of Hlstorlic Places,

.Lq"ﬂatlona¥ Register !lsting provides recognition of sign!ficant cultural resources
‘" worthy of presarvation, but does not impose any restriction or limitation on
- the use of private properiy. Once entered in the Naetlonal Regiscur, properties
"~ are eligible to be consldered for Federal matching grants~in-aid for preservation,
restoration or reste, n additlon, National Reglister deslignaticn provides for
- review and amelioration of potential effects which any Fedevally funded, assisted
“  or llcensad projzct might have on the property.

. Tha nomination of a3 property to the Hdational Ruaister of Histuric Places begins
with tha preperation of Kational Reglister nominat on forms, mapn and photographs;
the materisl is reviewed by the State Hlstorlc Praservation Office and considersd

. by the 5tate Historic Presecrvation “eview Bgard. If the propossd nomination !s
approved by the Raview Board, it §s submitted so the State listeric Pragservetion

 Officer, If slgne by the SHPO, It is foiwarded to the Hatlonal Park Ssevice for

: sonsideretion, review and final spproval.. Upon gpproval of the woainazion by

& ~ the Kational Park Service, tne proporty Is entered In the Mational Rojigter of

R Historic Places. As co-owner of the property. vou will be notii Ied of subsejuent
": actlion on the nonination. ;

Your comsents anc nplnlons are an Important part of the mominutlon process, and
- will ass.s5t tne Review Board In ite conslderation of the propsriy's sianiflcance.
: ﬁar you: convenlence, a reply card I3 provided, If you wish te submit additicnal
lnfornation. plentoe address correspondencas to:
New Hampshire State tilstoric Preservation Offlcer
Box 856
Concord, New Hampshlve Q3301

Gy Shoufd izu have anv questlons, pleuse contact the Hlstorlic Preservation 0ffice
© (271=3483). Me lock forward to hearing from you,

8ln;crély,,

" Linda fay Wilsen, Director
N Hlstcrlc Preservation Office

Ccmmin:loner G!lnan. PO
~-Dr. Evanaollna ¥achl!in
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May 20, 1376

Hrs.iloboery Halll ~——
ildge Road
Franconl/a, Hew Hanpshire 3580

Dear Mrs. oellls

it Is my ploasure ¢ infors you that: the Frost Place, Franconis, lew dampshl-ez,
w2y be etlgible for Inciusion In the Hational Raglster of Historic Places.

Hatlonal Reglster ilsting provides recognltion of slgnlflcant cultural resourcos
worthy of -aservation, but does not Impose any restrictlon ov ‘mlitation on

the use of private property. Ince entered In the Hatlonal Roj scer, propert!:y
#'¢ eligible to be conslidered for Fedural watching grants~in~aic for reservation,
restoration or reuse. In adeition, Natlonal feglister deslgnat ‘on provides fu-
review and amelloration of potentia! effects which any Feaafa,'r funded, aszsisted
or licenied project might tove on (e proparty.

The nominatlon of @ property to the fationg! ‘zxgister of Higtoric Places beg'lns
with the proparation of Nationai Reyister comiastion forms, mers and photograyhs,
toe material I3 reviewsd by the Stius Risteric Preservaiion 0F' ice and consldared
by the State Hiswrlic Preaservetion Review Boerd., If the proper:d nomination it
approved by the Review Boord, It s submlttad to e State Hisilarlc Proservation
Officer, it signed by the SHPO, It Is forwsrded to the dationui Park Service 'or
onglderation, review and 1inal approval. Upen approvel of the nomlnatlon by

the National Park Service, the property Is eatured In tae Hatlonal Registoer
Histori~ Places. As co-owner of the propert,, ou will be not.#lad of subsequent
actlon on the nomination,

Your cor~onts and opinlons ere an 'n,urtant st of the acmlil  lon process, aad
will assist ths Review Board in !ts consldevation of the propa:iy's slgnificance.

; For your convenience, & reply card (s provide’. 11f you wish to submit additional

Informailion, plecse address correspradence o
dew Hampshlr: iate Histor'e Preservation  ficer
Box £56
Concord, New campshice 033010

Should yuu have any questions, pleci: contast the tilstoric Peo - .rvatlon Office
(271-3482) . We look forward to hear 't from you.

Sinceraiy,

Ry ron, Oirector
hﬁ H‘s ?‘c rasé«vatfau Giflne
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June 1, 1976,

Mr. G. Hnmmond
.25, Maple Street , ;
Bristol Vermont 05443

e Daar Mr. Hammond 1wy

AsgNew gaMPSEire's State Historic Preservation Officer, I am pleased
“to inform you that the Frost Place, Franconia, New Hampshire, was
approyed by: the.New Hampshire Historic Preservation Review Beard at its

. meeting of May 27, 1976, for nomiaation to the National Registcr of
Historic Places. - fufe ¥ Salan iy

‘ NominatiJns ara submitted to the Nauional P rk Service for consideration,
review and final approval. Copies of the riational Rezister noaination
papers are on file and are available for your. 1nspection at che New
Hampshive State ilistoric Preservation Office (Room 317, State House
Annex, Concord;. Mew Hampshire)., ' 2s a co-owner:of the-property, you
will @ 1otified of subseguent action on the nomination.

'f you havepanywquestions, please untact ~he Histcriﬂ Preser:ation .
Offica. Your comments will be appreciated.

1y

ancerely,

‘3.

George Gllman
. Commissioner ! i
State Historic Preservation Officer

i B

cs"m :bE

by cc: ‘ue1ectmen, Town of Franconia, NH
 Bicentennial Committee of Franconia, NH
NH Charitable Fund
Dr, Evangeline Machlin

VR L G s S R L R i e SR WY £ g ST W T AP TIP3 T T A T T R S
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June 1, 1976

Mrs, Robert Neill‘
Ridge Road:: .
Franconia,: Naw Hampshirc 03580

Dear Mrs., Neill::

As New fiampshire's State Historic Preservation Officer, I am pleased to
inform you that the' Frost Place, Franconia, New Hampshire, was approved
by. the New !lawpshire Historic Preservation Review Board at its mceting. .
of May 17, 1976, for nomination to the Naticrnal Regirter of Historic
Places. bk

Nominations are submitted to the hational Park Service for ¢ .. ideration,
review and finel approval. Copies of the National Register rominztion
papers ave on £ils and are available for you: inspestion at the New
Yampshire State Historic Praservation Office (Room 317, State .louse
Annex, Concord, New Hempshire). As a co-owner of the propert ., you

will be notified of subsequent actinn on the nomination,

'1f you iave any questions, please sontact the distoric Preseyrvation

‘Office. Your comments will be. appreciated.

Sincere’ v,

George Cilman
Commi ssioner
‘State Historic Fraservation Officer

GG:LW:bE

cc: Seiectmen, own of Franconia, NH
Dr, Evangeline Machiin
Bicentennizl Committee of Franconia, (I
NH Charitable Fund

R Tl o R el & B kT T T e Bt By e e R i o R



“June 1, 1976

4 “Mrs. Norine Lesser
- 1340. Cormonweaith Avenue
. “Allstor, Massachusetts 02134

Jw-"'Do‘ar ‘Mrs. Lesser:

"‘\f'As New Hampshire's State Historic Preservation Officer, I am pleased

“to ‘inform you that the Frost Place, Pranconia, New Hampshire, was

'+ ®approved by the New Hampshirs Historic Preservation Review Board at its

.5_“_'%“mung ‘of May 127; 1976,. for nomination to the National Register of

Lanw Hi.storlc Places. )

‘ tMNomimtiorw are submitted to the National Park Service for comsiderationm,

: ‘1 review and final approval. Copies of the Netional Register nomination

- “"papers are na file and are availabla for your inspection at the New
Hampshire State Historic Preservatiaﬂ Office (Room 317, State House

“'Annex, Concord, New ilampshire). As a co-6wner of the préperty, you

"will be notified of subsequeu- zetion on the nomination.

ks

', I£ you have any questions, please contact the listoric Presecrvation
* Office. = Your comments mll be appmciateu.. : |

~! Sincerelv,

" 4. George Gilman
14 Conmissionex
« ¢ State Historic Preservation Officer

R GG:LW:LE

: : ccw Selectmen, Town of Franconia, R

§ L i ‘/Bicentennial Committee of Fran.onia. NH
Py, o “+ NH Charitable Fund

e & . Dr, Evangeline Machlin

5y
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GEORGE GILMAN
COMMISSIONER

September 24, 1976

Dr. William J. Murtagh

Keeper of the National Register

0ffice of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
National Park Service, Department of Interior
18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

As New Hampshiré's State Historic Preservation Officer, | am pleased to
nominate to the National Register the Frost Place, Franconia, New Hampshire.

The National Register nomination has been reviewed by the Preservation
Advisory Council, and was approved by the New Hampshire State Historic
Preservation Review Board at its meeting of May 27, 1976. The present
co-owners of the property have been notified; copies of the notification
letters and the co-owners' comments are enclosed.

The Town of Franconia is striving to acquire the Frost Place; however, it
appears that action by the National Park Service on the proposed nomination
will be necessary before the transaction, now pending, can be completed.
Therefore, | respectfully request that this nomination be given priority
consideration.

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
the Historic Preservation 0ffice (603-271-3483).

George Gilman, Commissioner
/" State Historic Preservation Officer

P.O. BOX 856...CONCORD, N.H. 03301 TELEPHONE 603 271-2411
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

sTaTe NEW HAMPSHIRE
NOV 3 0 18/b

Date Entered

Name Location

Thé‘;:;st Place Franconia

Grafton County

Also Notified

Hon. Thomas J. McIntyre State Historic Preservation Officer

Hon. John A. Durkin Mr. George Gilman

Hon. James C. Cleveland Commissioner, Department of Resources
and Economic Development

Regional Director, North Atlantic P. 0. Box 856

Concord, New Hampshire 03301
880 Mott 11/30/76

INT: 2950=75
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