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1. Name of Property

historic name Abbie Greenieaf Library

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 439 Main Street

city or town Franconia

state New Hampshire

N/A □ not for pubiication

N/A □ vicinity

code NH county Grafton code 009 zip code 03580

3. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the Nationai Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, i hereby certify that this ■ nomination □ 
request for determination of eligibiiity meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the Nationai Register of Historic 
Piaces and meets the procedurai and professionai requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property Bmeets □ does 
not meet the Nationai Register Criteria, i recommend that this property be considered significant □ nationaiiy □ statewide ■ iocaiiy. (□ 
See continuation sheet for additionai comments.)

---
ertifying

April
Signature of certifying officiai

New Hampshire

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property □ meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. (□ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

Name of Property Abbie Greenieaf Library County and state Franconia (Grafton) N.H. Page #1
4. N/liional Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is:
V entered in the National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined eligible for the National Register

□ See continuation sheet.
□ determined not eligible for the National Register

□ removed from the National Register

□ other (explain);

Signature of Keeper
BntOTed m »» 

____ Tjfl.t.tonaI Bogtttlif
Date of Aition

i. L.-
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ private
■ public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

■ building(s)
□ district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

N/A_______________________________

Contributing
1

1

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count)

Noncontributing
. buildings 
. sites 
_ structures 
. objects 
Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

0________________________

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION/Librarv________________________

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION/Librarv

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions

Jacobethan Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from Instructions)

foundation. 

walls

roof

other

BRICK

BRICK

CONCRETE

CERAMIC TILE

STONE

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Exterior:
The Abbie Greenleaf Library is centered on a one acre lot in the village of Franconia, 
New Hampshire. The site is landscaped simply with lawn and hydrangeas framing the 
front fa9ade. The library consists of a rectangular main block (1912) measuring 46 feet 
by 23 feet with a small coimector and 28 foot by 30 foot addition (1971) extending from 
the rear of the main block. The Jacobethan Revival main block rests on a brick and 
concrete foundation. Its walls are yellow Indiana brick with comer quoins, door and 
window surrounds, eaves, and sill course of gray sandstone. The gable roof is oriented 
laterally to the street and is clad in red ceramic tiles. An interior end chimney is situated 
on either end on the ridge.

The library’s front (south) elevation is dominated by a shallow gabled central pavilion 
with quoins containing the center entry. Five stone steps access the main entry, a heavy 
oak door whose upper panel consists of a rectangle of 56 small panes of bull’s-eye glass 
flanked by sidelights of similar bull’s eye glass panes set in a heavy oak surround. The 
door is framed by a carved sandstone surround supporting an entablature with “1912” 
centered in the frieze. To either side of the door is a small four-part mullioned window. 
Above the door a stone panel reads, “Abbie Greenleaf Library”. The pavilion’s gable 
wall is framed by stone eaves and dominated by a mullioned window of three panes with 
transoms above. To either side of the pavilion is a large three-part mullioned vvdndow 
whose transoms contain stained glass panels. An eyebrow dormer punctuates the roof 
above each window; three-part windows lighting the basement are centered beneath 
them.

The east and west elevations are identical. Each contains two double mullioned windows 
with stained glass transoms. A stone beltcourse divides the facade horizontally. Another 
similar beltcourse divides the gable wall roughly in half In the gable wall the chimneys 
are expressed by each stack being corbelled out about six inches from the wall plane and 
rising above the ridge. The stack itself is comprised of six flues clustered together. The 
raised basement is lighted by two sets of paired windows in the foundation wall.

The rear elevation is dominated by the coimector to the new addition which extends north 
from the central third of the wall. To either side of the connector the treatment is the
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same as the end bays on the front (south) elevation, that is a large three-part mullioned 
window whose transoms contain decorative stained glass. Beneath, in the foundation 
wall, are three-part basement windows.

The 240 square foot connector extends north from the center of the main block’s rear 
(north) elevation and links the main block to the addition. The connector is of concrete 
block construction with yellow brick veneer. Its exterior elevations, to the east and west, 
are primarily yellow brick with cast concrete along the upper wall. A narrow full height 
fixed window is situated at either end of the brick wall, abutting the main block and 
addition.

The addition, also concrete block wnth yellow brick veneer, extends beyond the 
connector. It is rectangular in plan, one story with full basement, with a flat roof, the 
addition’s exterior surfaces are primarily expanses of brick veneer with a wide band of 
concrete along the upper wall. There is no fenestration on the east (side) wall. In the 
center of the west wall a door accesses the lower level and a fixed vertical window above 
it lights the stacks. The rear elevation is accessed by a door to the upper level; foundation 
windows light the basement.

Interior:
The interior of the main block is richly detailed with African mahogany woodwork, 
marble wainscoting, and mosaic tile flooring. Above each of the windows is a stained 
glass transom window featuring the flag of a different country painted onto the glass.
The connector and addition give way to clean utilitarian painted concrete block walls and 
concrete flooring and ceilings.

The main entrance accesses a small vestibule with walls of yellow Indiana brick and a 
vaulted ceiling. An oak door with long narrow glazing panels gives way to the main 
block, entering onto an open area with circulation desk straight ahead and reading rooms 
on either side.

The central hallway, like the rest of the main floor, has beautiful mosaic tile flooring in a 
design of gray, steel blue, and terracotta in the Roman style, believed to duplicate 
flooring tiles at the Massachusetts State House. In each comer of the space is a cluster of 
pilasters and columns with Scamozzi capitals supporting a decorative entablature that
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defines this area of the building. The front wall is detailed with marble wainscoting 
under a mahogany chair rail. The door is flanked by portraits of Abbie Greenleaf for 
whom the library is named to the right (west) and her husband, Charles H. Greenleaf, 
who gave the library to the town, to the east.

The central space is flanked by reading rooms to either side. Centered on the end wall, 
each room has a marble fireplace framed by decorative consoles and entablatures. To 
either side of the fireplace is a double window with stained glass transom above. The 
window units are framed by and divided by heavy wooden trim. Between the window 
sills and the floor are wooden book cases. Each of the front (south) and rear (north) walls 
is dominated by a single triple window unit with stained glass transoms framed and 
divided by heavy wooden trim. Wooden bookcases are found beneath the windows and, 
in the east room, occupy the wall area on either side of the windows. Originally the east 
room was the reading room and the west room the stacks.

At the southeast comer of the west reading room an oak door with colored glass upper 
panel accesses a small closet located between the front (south) of the reading room and 
the vestibule. Originally a lavatory, the space has more recently been converted to a 
closet containing shelving.

At the southwest comer of the east reading room an oak door provides access to a disused 
metal spiral staircase miming from the basement to the attic. The attic is entirely open 
with wooden floor and plastered walls and ceiling. Eyebrow dormers and the pavilion’s 
gable window light the area. It is currently used for storage, including two chandeliers 
which once hung in the east and west rooms, the two stained glass windows removed 
from the rear elevation when the connector was constmcted, and some boxes of books. 
The full basement beneath the main block is open with brick foundation walls and 
concrete floor. This area is used for storage of books and records.

The connector consists primarily of a short hallway with a restroom to the east and an 
office to the west. A plaque on the east wall states, “Presented by Lucy K. Priest in 
Memory of Harry W. and May M. Priest”. Likewise the basement of the connector 
provides access between the main block and addition and incorporates a mechanical room 
and an accessible restroom.

til..
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The main floor of the addition consists primarily of stacks. Extending along the southern 
two thirds of the west wall are a staircase original to the addition and an elevator added 
more recently. The lower level of the addition is laid out similarly with the open area 
serving as a meeting room and children’s area.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more 
boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register 
listing)

■ A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad

patterns of our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of 
persons significant in our past.

■ C Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or a grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

OF a commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved 
significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
A; Education__________________

C: Architecture

Period of Significance 
A: 1912-1953________

C: 1912

Significant Dates 
1912

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A ____

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A

Architect/Builder
McLean. William H.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) Primary Location of Additional Data

□ preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67)has been requested.

□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
0 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #_

□ State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
■ Local government
□ University
□ Other
Name of repository: Abbie Greenleaf Library
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Abbie Greenleaf Library is eligible for the National Register under Criterion A for 
significance in Education as the one building in Franconia erected specifically for use as 
a library. The period of significance under Criterion A is 1912 to 1953, the date of 
completion to the 50-year cut-off, for which the property retains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. Under Criterion C, the 
library qualifies under Architecture. It is an extremely rare New Hampshire example of 
the Jacobethan Revival style. Architecturally the library retains integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association for 1912, the date of 
completion. The Abbie Greenleaf Library is an extremely well-preserved structure. It is 
also noteworthy for its sympathetic rear addition completed in 1971, an early example of 
library additions in New Hampshire and one that successfully complements the historic 
main block and accommodates the operational needs of the library.

Education
The Abbie Greenleaf Library was built for the town of Franconia by Charles H.
Greenleaf and named in honor of his wife. Mr. Greenleaf was the builder and owner of 
the renowned Profile House, one of the Grand Hotels of late 19**' century New 

Hampshire. He had taken considerable interest in the town and its growing prosperity 
and decided to build a library for the town to enhance the attractiveness of the area and be 
of value to the citizens. Greenleaf purchased an acre of land next to the town hall and 
engaged William H. McLean, the noted designer of many libraries. The building was 
completed and dedicated to the town in December of 1912.

The Franconia Notch area had long been a popular destination for travelers, many of 
whom became summer residents. Two of those residents were the authors Annie 
Trumbell Slosson and W. C. Prime who, in 1880, gave the town 100 books. This 
collection, a social library charging a small fee for use of the books, was housed in the 
general store. More books were added over the next twelve years and in 1892, the town 
voted to make the collection of 339 books a Free Library for all the town’s inhabitants. 
The library was moved to the village school and continued to grow with contributions
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from summer visitors and town funds. For the next 20 years the library was located at the 
school. Finally in 1912 the town library had a home of its own in the beautiful 
Jacobethan Revival library dedicated in December of that year.

Greenleaf s interest in the library was on-going. In giving the library to the town, 
Greenleaf did not seek to make restrictions on the gift, though he requested the privilege 
of adding to it on occasion, as appropriate. In his will, probated in 1924, a bequest of 
$15,000 was made for the library’s upkeep.

The Abbie Greenleaf Library has been a fundamental educational resource for both 
children and adults since its construction. Even as late as 1996, when the local school 
was finally able to build a library of its own, the Abbie Greenleaf Library served as the 
prime resource center for Franconia’s students. It has served the town and the 
neighboring commimities of Sugar Hill and Easton as well.

Architecture
The design of the Abbie Greenleaf Library characterizes the Jacobethan Revival style 
seen in America during the last decade of the 19'^ century and in first decades of the 20***. 
This style, which mixes late Medieval and Renaissance influences, takes its inspiration 
from English designs of the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods (1558-1625). Never a 
commonly used style, the Jacobethan Revival is primarily found in residential 
architecture. It is in educational architecture, however, that the style expresses itself most 
forcefully.

The Jacobethan Revival is characterized by masonry construction, typically brick walls 
and stone detailing, as in the Abbie Greenleaf Library. The library incorporates the 
other hallmarks of the style - gables rising above the roof, clustered chimney stacks, and 
large rectangular mullioned windows with transoms. Although a small and compact 
design, the library illustrates Jacobethan Revival design wonderfully well. In addition, it 
is an extremely rare representation of the idiom in New Hampshire. The only other 
example that has been identified is the Armour Infirmary (1913-14) at St.Paul’s School in 
Concord, New Hampshire, designed by R. Clipson Sturgis.

The 1912 Abbie Greenleaf library was designed by noted architect of public buildings, 
William H. McLean of the Boston firm McLean and Wright. This firm was responsible
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for numerous library designs in New England. In New Hampshire these included 
libraries in Alstead, Franklin, Greenfield, Lancaster, Lebanon, and Wilton, as well as 
Franconia.

The 1971 addition was designed by the firm of Carter and Woodruff of Nashua, New 
Hampshire. It represents an early library addition and one that harmonizes well with the 
historic main block. Funds for the addition came from an earlier bequest to the library 
made by Lucy K. Priest and supplemented by other donations.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

1
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting
1 19 280840
2 ________

Northing
4900600

Zone Easting
3
4 _____

Northing

□See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Harriet Tavlor
Christine Fonda*

Organization AG Library Trustees
NH Division of Historical Resources*

date February 2003

street & number 545 Butterhill Road
19 Pillsburv Street *

city or town Franconia.
Concord'

telephone (603) 823-7740 
(603)271-6437*

state N.H._____  zip code 03580
03301*

Additional Documentation
Submit the foliowing items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

or numerous resources.

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Town of Franconia_________________________

street & number P.O. Box 900 .telephone (603) 823-7752

city or town Franconia . state NH zip code. 03580

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to 
nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request 
is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 
20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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GEOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property are indicated on the attached sketch map. 

Boundary Justification
The nominated property is the lot purchased by Charles H. Greenleaf for the construction 
of the Abbie Greenleaf Library and upon which the library was constructed. It was given 
to the Town of Franconia in December 1912 and continues to be the parcel upon which 
the library stands.
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PHOTOGRAPH LABELS

The following pertains to all 8 photographs:

1. ) Abbie Greenleaf Library
2. ) Franconia (Grafton County) NH
3. ) Photographer: Christine E. Fonda
4. ) Photographs taken February 3, 2003
5. ) Negative at: NH Div. of Historical Resources, Concord NH

I

Photo #1:
side (west) and front (south) elevations, looking northeast

Photo #2:
front (south) and side (east) elevations, looking northwest

Photo #3:
central pavilion, front (south) elevation, looking north

Photo #4:
side (west) elevations, looking east

Photo #5:
Central hallway showing entry door on south wall, looking southwest

Photo #6:
Southwest comer of west reading room, looking southwest

Photo #7:
Fireplace on east wall of east reading room, looking east

Photo #8:
North window of east reading room, looking north.
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