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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

JUN I 8 1986 received 

date entered 

historic H. S . M . S p i e l m a n House (NeHBS # B T 0 6 - 2 ) 

and or common C h a m b e r l a i n House 

2. Location 

street & number 1103 " I " S t r e e t N / A not for publication 

city, town Tekamah N / A vicinity of 

state N e b r a s k a code 031 county B u r t code 021 

3. Classification 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Pub l i c Acqu is i t i on 
in process 
being considered 

Sta tus 
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

A c c e s s i b l e 

Present U s e 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 

object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

X private 
both 

Pub l i c Acqu is i t i on 
in process 
being considered 

X yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 
no 

government 
industrial 
military 

scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name D e l m a r 0 . C h a m b e r l a i n 

Street & number 1103 " I " Street 

city, town Tekamah N / A vicinity of state Nebraska 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Register of Deeds, Burt County Courthouse 

street & number NA 

city, town Tekamah state Nebraska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Nebraska H i s t o r i c Buildings Survey '̂as this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date On-going federal state county local 

depository for survey records Nebraska State H i s t o r i c a l Society 

city, town Linco ln state Nebraska 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated unaltered _X original site 
12 good i . ruins X_ altered moved date 

fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The H. S. M. Spielman house i s a one and o n e - h a l f s t o r y 
b r i c k house of v e r n a c u l a r N e o - C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l d e s i g n . The 
house, c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1906, i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f the Queen Anne 
s t y l e o f a r c h i t e c t u r e i n i t s massing, however, N e o - C l a s s i c a l 
R e v i v a l d e t a i l s p r e v a i l i n the p o r c h , dormer window and c o r n i c e 
d e s i g n . S i t u a t e d on a l a r g e , t r e e - s h a d e d , c o r n e r l o t i n Tekamah, 
Nebraska (1980 p o p u l a t i o n ISA-S), the house and two frame o u t ­
b u i l d i n g s r e t a i n t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y . 

The S p ielman house i s s i t u a t e d on a l a r g e c o r n e r l o t on the 
s i t e o f an ISSS s i x t h through e i g h t h grade grammer s c h o o l . T h i s 
s c h o o l was r e p l a c e d by a l a r g e r b u i l d i n g i n another l o c a t i o n and 
the p r o p e r t y was purchased i n 1905 by Spielman f o r a d w e l l i n g 
s i t e . The b r i c k s c h o o l b u i l d i n g was r a z e d and the Spielman house 
was e r e c t e d i n 1906. The o r i g i n a l s c h o o l b r i c k s , s t o n e window 
t r i m , and chimney p o t s were s a l v a g e d and used i n the house con­
s t r u c t i o n . ( S u t h e r l a n d , n.d.,p. 88; Tekamah Chamber of Commerce 
1954, pp. 152-153). T h i s s o l i d b r i c k house has e x t e r i o r w a l l s 
measuring 15 i n c h e s t h i c k , w i t h t u r n o f the c e n t u r y P e n n s y l v a n i a 
h a r d - f i r e d b r i c k veneer. 

The S pielman house i s r e m i n i s c e n t o f the Queen Anne s t y l e of 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n i t s massing p o s s i b l y because of i t s 1882 founda­
t i o n . The one and o n e - h a l f s t o r y s t r u c t u r e i s more i d e n t i f i a b l e 
as N e o - C l a s s i c a l because of i t s p o r c h , window and c o r n i c e de­
t a i 1 i ng . 

The f r o n t p o r t i o n o f the house has g a b l e d dormers which 
d i s p l a y P a l l a d i a n windows and r e t u r n c o r n i c e s . The r e a r h a l f o f 
the house has hipped dormers p i e r c i n g the wood s h i n g l e d r o o f . 
The f u l l f r o n t a l porch a l s o wraps around a p o r t i o n o f the e a s t 
and west f a c a d e s . S i d e l i g h t s f l a n k the f r o n t doorway. B r i c k 
segmental a r c h e s w i t h s t o n e ends crown the door and window 
open i ngs. 

T h i s s i n g l e f a m i l y d w e l l i n g i s i n near o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n on 
both the e x t e r i o r and i n t e r i o r . The p r e s e n t owners have under­
taken major r e s t o r a t i o n and r e n o v a t i o n p r o j e c t s d u r i n g the e a r l y 
1980's w i t h the g u i d a n c e of L i n c o l n d e s i g n e r Andrew Morrow. 

The f l o o r p l a n o f the Spielman house i s b a s i c a l l y s i x over 
s i x rooms w i t h a c e n t r a l h a l l w a y l e a d i n g from the f r o n t door 
s t r a i g h t through to the back e n t r a n c e . A frame a d d i t i o n , which 
s e r v e s as a p a s s i v e s o l a r c o l l e c t o r , i s a t t a c h e d to the r e a r 
f a c a d e of the house w i t h e n t r y to t h i s a d d i t i o n g a i n e d through 
the o r i g i n a l back door. The i n t e r i o r o f the house has been 
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t a s t e f u l l y d e c o r a t e d throughout w i t h p e r i o d f u r n i t u r e , w a l l p a p e r s 
and o t h e r f i x t u r e s (see photos #9 and #10). 

There area = . i s a f u l l basBmcnt under the house. T h i s ^, ^ -
d i v i d e d i n t o f o u r f i n i s h e d r o o m s — a l a u n d r y room, f r u i t room, 
meat room and a l a r g e f a m i l y room. Two frame o u t b u i l d i n g s , a 
barn and garage, a r e a l s o l o c a t e d on t h i s p r o p e r t y and are con­
s i d e r e d to be c o n t r i b u t i n g s t r u c t u r e s to t h i s n o m i n a t i o n (see 
photos #6 and #7). 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

_ X 1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

^ - archeology-historic 
X, agriculture 

architecture 
. _ art 

commerce 
communications 

conservation 
. economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 

. invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1906-1916 Builder/Architect l .N . Bramhall, Clint Matthew 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The H. S. M. Spielman house i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n a g r i c u l t u r e 
l o c a l l y , under C r i t e r i o n B f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h S p i e l m a n , an 
impo r t a n t f i g u r e i n the B u r t County f a r m i n g i n d u s t r y . Spielman 
was a s u c c e s s f u l , e n t e r p r i s i n g farmer f o r over 50 y e a r s and 
c o n t i n u e d to be i n f l u e n t i a l i n a g r i c u l t u r e m a t t e r s a f t e r h i s move 
to t h i s r e t i r e m e n t house i n 1906. The house i s s i g n i f i c a n t under 
C r i t e r i o n C as a f i n e l o c a l , v e r n a c u l a r example o f the Neo-
C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l s t y l e o f a r c h i t e c t u r e i n d e t a i l i n g ; Queen Anne 
s t y l e i n i t s massing. The p e r i o d o f s i g n i f i c a n c e (1906-1916) i s 
d e r i v e d from o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i o n d a t e o f the house to the time 
of Spielman's d e a t h . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n a t i v e H.S.M. Spielman (1836-1916), was a 
pi o n e e r t e r r i t o r i a l farmer who s e t t l e d i n B u r t County i n 1857, 
te n y e a r s b e f o r e Nebraska a c h i e v e d s t a t e h o o d . Spielman was a 
ve r y i m p o r t a n t f i g u r e i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y o f Burt County. 
He m a i n t a i n e d a hi g h l e v e l o f a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t y f o r n e a r l y 50 
ye a r s on h i s farmstead and became a s u c c e s s f u l s t o c k r a i s e r and 
g r a i n f a r m e r . By some a c c o u n t s , he was the l a r g e s t landowner i n 
Burt County d u r i n g the l a t e 19th c e n t u r y . By 1905, when he made 
p l a n s to b u i l d a new home i n town, Spielman had accumulated 3,055 
a c r e s o f prime B u r t County f a r m l a n d which he managed w i t h g r e a t 
f i n a n c i a l p r o s p e r i t y . 

T h i s r e t i r e m e n t house i n town i s a c u l m i n a t i o n of Spielmans 
e f f o r t s and s u c c e s s as a far m e r . H i s a g r i c u l t u r a l a c c o m p l i s h ­
ments enabled him, at the age of 70 y e a r s , to b u i l d t h i s s u b s t a n ­
t i a l and s t y l i s h home i n which to l i v e a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t from 
d a i l y farm l a b o r . Even as a r e s i d e n t of Tekamah, he ma i n t a i n e d 
c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h the f a m i l y farm o p e r a t i o n b e i n g managed by h i s 
c h i l d r e n . The food p r o c e s s i n g phase o f t h i s a g r i c u l t u r a l produc­
t i o n was c a r r i e d out i n t h i s more urban environment. A l a r g e 
" f r u i t room" f o r s t o r a g e o f canned meat, v e g e t a b l e s , f r u i t and 
f r e s h produce was c o n s t r u c t e d i n the basement as was a meat room 
r e s e r v e d f o r the c u t t i n g and p r o c e s s i n g of meats a f t e r 
b u t c h e r i ng. 

Spielman a l s o c o n t i n u e d to m a i n t a i n a working i n t e r e s t i n 
a g r i c u l t u r e and a g r i c u l t u r a l economics by s e r v i n g on s e v e r a l 
boards d u r i n g h i s resid^rjpy^ ;in t h i s house. He was a s t o c k h o l d e r , 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet . 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n one a c r e 

Quadrangle name Tekamah , N e b r . - I o w a 

UTM References 
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Ve rba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

T h i s p rope r ty i s d e s c r i b e d as l o t s 1 & 2, B l o c k 164, O r i g i n a l Town of Tekamah 
and i n c l u d e s a l l h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d p r o p e r t y . 

L is t a l l s t a t es and c o u n t i e s for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state NA code county code 

state NA code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet J e f f r i e s Spencer , C u l t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization N e b r a s k a S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y date A p r i l 1986 

street & number 1500 " R " S t r e e t telephone (402) 4 7 1 - 4 7 6 7 

city or town L i n c o l n state N e b r a s k a 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo^^lTBy the National Park Se/vice. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title D i r e c t o r , Nebraska S t a t e l e a l Society date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

date 7-/7-z-r: 
Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
G P O B » 4 - 7 « B 
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d i r e c t o r and v i c e p r e s i d e n t of the Farmer's G r a i n and L i v e s t o c k 
A s s o c i a t i o n of Tekamah, a s t o c k h o l d e r , d i r e c t o r and t r e a s u r e r o f 
the Tekamah and Farmer's Telephone Company, and serv e d as v i c e 
p r e s i d e n t o f the Burt County S t a t e Bank. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the house i s s i g n i f i c a n t l o c a l l y as a f i n e 
v e r n a c u l a r v e r s i o n of the Queen Anne/Neo-C1 a s s i c a 1 R e v i v a l s t y l e 
of a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t s massing s u g g e s t s Queen Anne i n f l u e n c e s , the 
d e t a i l s o f the p o r c h , windows, c o r n i c e and the f o r m a l , c e n t r a l 
h a l l p l a n d e f i n i t e l y r e v e a l the s t r u c t u r e to be o f N e o - C l a s s i c a l 
R e v i v a l d e s i g n , a s t y l e p o p u l a r i n Nebraska at the t u r n o f the 
c e n t u r y . In Tekamah, t h i s p r o p e r t y has long been c o n s i d e r e d a 
l o c a l landmark. The one o t h e r house i n Tekamah which f e a t u r e s 
t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e i s a l a r g e two s t o r y frame s t r u c t u r e 
(see NRHP, E. C. Houston House), very d i f f e r e n t i n s c a l e and 
p l a n . In the Nebraska H i s t o r i c B u i l d i n g s Survey of Tekamah, i t 
was found t h a t o n l y n i n e o t h e r houses of s u b s t a n t i a l s i z e have 
r e t a i n e d t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . G e n e r a l l y these houses 
ar e l o o s e v e r n a c u l a r a d a p t a t i o n s of v a r i o u s h i g h s t y l e s . Only 
one, the Houston House mentioned above, d i s p l a y s any q u a n i t y of 
N e o - C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l d e t a i l s . Only one o t h e r of these n i n e 
houses i s c o n s t r u c t e d of b r i c k , a b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l not r e a d i l y 
used i n Tekamah's r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
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A n d r e a s , A. T., H i s t o r y o f t h e S t a t e o f N e b r a s k a , C h i c a g o , 
W e s t e r n H i s t o r i c a l Company, 1882. 

B u r t C o u n t y C e n s u s R e c o r d s , C i t y o f T£?kamah, 1910. 

B u r t C o u n t y H e r a l d n e w s p a p e r , Janudu-y 2 1 , 1916, H.S.M. 
S p j e l m a n o b i t u a r y . 

Morton, J . S t e r l i n g , I l l u s t r a t e d H i s t o r y o f Nebraska, 
V o l . I , L i n c o l n , N e b r a s k a , J a c o b N o r t h and Company, 1905, 

Ott B r o t h e r s , c o m p i l e r s , Noteworthy lien o f Tekamah and 
V i c i n i t y , Tekamah, N e b r a s k a , O t t B r o t h e r s , Pub., 1903. 

S u t h e ^ r l a n d , D o u g l a s c , A H i s t o r y o f B u r t C o u n t y , N e b r a s k a 
f r o m 1803 t o 19E9, Wahoo., Nebrask.a, L u d i P o i n t i n g 
Co . , n.d . 

Tekamah Chamber o f Commerce, I n c . , Tekamah 185^-195-^, O r d , 
N e b r a s k a , Q u i z I n d u s t r i e s , 195'^-. 
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Spielman, H.S.M., House 
Burt County 
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n resubmission 
Q nomination by person or local government 
n ] owner objection 
• appeal 

CZl sample Uil request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: reu . ney. udiB. , 

A A'-S. tlia^^te Due: y / / ? / ^ ^ 

JUN 18 1986 

. R E T U R N . 

. R E J E C T . 
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Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: C ] appeal n NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownerstiip 
Publlc Acquisition 

Slatus 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

0 summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
1 I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tielow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

d l summary paragraph 
• completeness j 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource /ft 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. IVIajor Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal tx)undary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may te continued on an attached sheet 
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Charles W. Martin Omaha 
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S. N. Wolbach Grand Island 
Nellie Snyder Yost North Platte 

JAMES A. H A N S O N 
DIRECTOR-SECRETARY 

PHONE (402) 471-3270 

June 10, 1986 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
EX O F R C I O MEMBERS 

ROBERT KERREY, GOVERNOR 
State of Nebraska 

R O N A L D W. ROSKENS, PRESIDENT 
University of Nebraska 

N O R M A N KRIVOSHA, CHIEF JUSTICE 
Supreme Court of Nebraska 

GEORGE A. PETERSON, PRESIDENT 
Nebraska Press Association 

1500 R STREET BOX 82554 
L INCOLN, NEBRASKA 68501 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of 

His t o r i c Places 
1100 "L" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: H.S.M. Spielman House 
Tekamah, Nebraska 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Please find enclosed the National Register of Hi s t o r i c Places 
nomination form for the above property. This nomination has met a l l 
n o t i f i c a t i o n and other requirements, as established i n 36 CFR Part 60. 

If you have any questions regarding the nomination, please l e t 
us know. 

David Murphj 
Acting Deputy 

Hi s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

DM:dbm 
Enclosures 

JUN I 8 1986 
-AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITV/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER-


