


7. Description 

Cond i t i on C h e c k one C h e c k one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered _X_ original site 
good ruins altered moved date _ __NZA._. 

X fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Functionally, Mason School is a 16-room classroom facility built in 1888 by the Omaha Board of Education; 
technically it is built of masonry load-bearing walls spanned by wood joists supporting wood floors, and a wood 
truss system supporting the roof; formally the building is a two story brick building, an articulated rectangle in 
plan and designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque style of architecture. St ruc tura l and h i s t o r i c a l 
i n t e g r i t y h a s been p r e s e r v e d . 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Mason School, located at 1012 South 24th Street, was built in 1888 as part of a program by the Omaha Public 
Schools to meet the growing enrollment due to Omaha's expansion. 

The original two story brick building is rectangular in plan measuring 138' 6" x 92' 4" and is topped by a hybrid 
roof of gabled and flat sections. The symmetrical main east facade as well as the west facade is characterized by 
projecting gabled two story end pavilions and a central gabled wall-dormer. The north and south elevations are 
nearly identical. Each contain a central projecting two story gabled pavilion. At either side of the pavilion 
are one story quarter-circle turret-like forms capped with conical roofs. 

In 1936, a brick addition was built directly south of the original school. It consists of a two story rectangular 
classroom block and an auditorium blcK:k,..bothiwithftetToofs. .Aecesfr:tartheiadititiDn is through a''connecting 
vestibule" centered on the south entrance of the original school building. 

The main entrance to the original school building is through a large semicircular arch centrally located beneath 
the wall dormer at the eastern facade. Secondary entrances at the north and south facades are also arched and 
are loated in the central pavilions. Double loaded corridors running the buildings longest dimension (north and 
south) service eight classrooms per floor. Two sets of ornately spindled wood stairs at each end of the corridor 
provide the necessary vertical circulation. The western one-half of the basement contains restroom and mechani­
cal functions; the remainder is unexcavated. 

Circulation in the 1936 addition revolves around a central first floor corridor that serves as an extension of the 
first floor corridor of the original building. Access to the second floor classrooms is via a stair located in the 
northeast corner of the structure. An auditorium space is oriented perpendicular to the classroom block with a 
stage area that backs onto the corridor wall. Space in the addition is also provided,for a small kitchen and dining 
alcove, a teachers lounge, a physical directors office, a nurses' office and toilet facilities. 

The 1888 school building utilizes a structural system of load bearing masonry walls (both interior and exterior) 
carried on continuous stepped masonry footings. Floors are constructed of dimensional wood framing (2 x 14's 
and 3 x 14's) spanning between bearing walls and are finished with strip hardwood flooring. The roof is com­
posed of a hybrid wood truss system, presenting a sloped, gabled section to public view while the inner sections 
are relatively flat. 

Structurally, the 1936 addition is constructed of masonry load bearing walls on simple concrete footings. Con­
crete beams comprise the floors and roof of the classroom portion of the addition and the connecting vestibule 
as well as the floor of the auditorium space. Steel I-beams are used to support the flat roof of the auditorium. 

Mason School is a fine and well preserved local adaptation of the Richardsonian Romanesque style of architec­
ture, a popular style used in many public and private buildings of this period. The building's facades are com­
posed of common red brick with encircling water table, sill courses, rustications and other selected details of 
limestone. The facades are punctuated by groupings of large double hung windows, round arched at the first 
and attic levels and flat arched at the second level. Decorative stamped galvanized iron is used generously at the 
building's cornice line, at the wall dormer and pavilion pediments and at the window head mouldings. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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In terms of style, the addition to Mason School is very pragmatic with embellishment limited to stonework at 
the east and south classroom entrances and a simple encircling brick cornice. 

Decorative interior features of the original 1888 building include pressed-metal ceilings throughout, turned 
balusters and carved newell posts at the north and south stairways, wainscotting and decorative door and 
window moldings and headblocks. Interior finishes in the 1936 addition are spare, limited to the use of simple 
panel doors and wood moldings. 

The integrity of the Mason School complex is very good due to the past maintenance by the Omaha Public 
School system. The original school building, however, has undergone some alteration. Two prominent, ornate 
roof vents have been removed and the original slate roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles. Al l exterior 
brick and stone surfaces have also been painted, causing some moisture entrapment and exfoliation. Al l of these 
problems are to be addressed in the certified rehabilitation of the building. 



8. Significance 

Per iod Areas of S ign i f i cance—Check and just i fy be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic . _ conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X^ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_ X 1800-1899 commerce explorationsettlement philosophy theater 
_ X - 1900- communications industry politics government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates 1888/1936 BuiideiVArchiitect 1888 Builder: Hadden. Rocheford and Gould 
... 1888 Architect: Mendelssohn, Fisher and Lawrie 

Sta tement of S ign i f i cance (m one paragraph) ^ggg Q^•^^^^^. Borchman 

1936 Architect: H. R. Brigham 

Mason School is architecturally significant as one of the finest of only a very few Richardsonian Romanesque 
style buildings extant in Omaha. Additionally, the building is signficant as a work of the prominent early Omaha 
firm of Mendelssohn, Fisher and Lawrie, and as the oldest extant school in the City. 

• » • « • • » • • » » * * « * « « « * • * » * « * « » » * « « * * » « « » • » « « » « « * « » • « * « » * « » « » » « 

Mason School was erected in late 1888, a time of tremendous economic growth in Omaha. Business, wholesaling 
and manufacturing were all increasing rapidly, as was residential development, and the need for new school 
facilities was particularly acute. On January 1, 1888 bonds were issued for $200,000 for the purpose of building 
Mason and five other structuresito accomtWodate the growing schbdl4agi population. 

Mason Schooi was designed by the prominent Omaha architectural firm of Mendelssohn, Fisher and Lawrie in 
the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Inspired by the work of Henry Hobson Richardson of Boston, the style 
was extremely popular nationally in the 1880's and early 1890's, particularly for public buildings and large 
scaled residences. Many of Omaha's finest buildings of that period - now lost - were Richardsonian 
Romanesque. They included the Federal Building (1892-1906), the City Hall (1889-1892) and the Omaha Bee 
Building (1887-1889). Mason School, the oldest extant school building in the City, is one of only a very few 
Richardsonian Romanesque style buildings that remain in Omaha, and the best example of the four remaining 
schools of that style. 

The firm of Mendelssohn, Fisher and Lawrie evolved from one of the City's earliest professional partnerships -
Dufrene and Mendelssohn, formed in 1881. Dufrene had worked as an architect in Nebraska since 1867 first 
m partnership with T. B. Borst, and then alone during the 1870's. Mendelssohn, born in Berlin in 1842 had 
fMPUD '?o^^T'- " l""^ practiced in Detroit prior to doming'to Omaha. The 1884 Christian Specht Building 
I n f J Z ' • : ' ^ ^ t̂ ^^ Dufrene and Mendelssohn partnership, in 1885 Mendelssohn left Dufrene and 

^ n ? i R R R InH S f t ' ^ l'*"^'*^^* ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^'''"^ °P^^^^^d as Mendelssohn and Fisher in 1885 
and 1B86 and then as Mendelssohn and Lawrie in 1887 when Fisher left the firm for a year and Harry Lawrie, a 
native of Scotland, joined Mendelssohn. Fisher then rejoined the firm and the partnership of Mendelssohn, 
Fisher and Lawrie was formed. 

It is quite possible that, of the three principals in the firm of Mendelssohn, Fisher and Lawrie, Harry Lawrie had 
the greatest influence on the design and style of Mason School. Prior to his arrival in Omaha in 1887, the year 
before Mason School was built, Lawrie had worked for four years in Chicago with Burnham and Root. John 
Wellborn Root, the principal designer for the firm, was greatly influenced by Richardson (Mumford) and did 
much of his work in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Richardson himself visited Burnham and Root in 
Chicago during the time that Lawrie was employed there (Hoffman) and Lawrie worked on several 
Richardsonian Romanesque style buildings while with Root including the Art Institute and the Phenix Building. 
Several details on Mason School are particularly reminiscent of some of Root? work in the Romanesque style. 
They include the tourelles that occur at either side of the gable over the main entrance, the manner in which the 
routid arch of the main entrance is set apart from the plane of the wall by including it within a projecting, 
rectilinear surround, and the use of diaperwork in the gable ends. Elements that are more typical of 
Richardson's work are the arched windows that are linked together in series and the quarter-round turrets that 
flank the north and south entrances. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
2.25 acres Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle namo S O U T H O M A H A . N E B R . - I O W A 

UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

LL5 j I2|5i3|0i2i0| 
Zone Easting 

C 

E 

G 

| 4 | 5 | 7 | 0 | 4 | 6 | 0 | 
Northing 

I • 
_L _L 

Zone Easting 

J_ jJ 

J - L 

D 

F 

H 

Northing  

I.I. 

J _ L 

_L 

_L i - JL 

Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and jus t i f i ca t ion 

South 38 feet of Lots 39 and 46, and all Lots 40 through 45, and North 1/2 of the West 280 feet of Lot 59, 
Redicks Second Addition, Douglas County, Nebraska, including only the immediate setting for the school 
and excluding the adjacent playgrounds which no longer retain their h is tor ica l and physiral intPgriry, 
L is t a l l s t a t es and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N / A code county code 

state N/A code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title 

Dan Worth/City Planner, Architect  
Lvnn Mever; Preservation Administrator 

organization Omaha City Planning Department date May, 1985 

street & number 1819 Farnam Street, Suite 1110 telephone (402) 444-5208 

city or town Omaha state Nebraska 68183 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is 

X national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusiMi in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fonttlby the National Par l^erv ice . 

State Historic Preservation Officer signatur 

tional Parl^Servii 

title Director. Nebraska State^^Jtlstorical Society 

For NPS use only 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

National Register; 
r ofAhe I 

date - ^ / / i / t ^ 
^ ^ J k e ^ x ol the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 

U . S . GOVERNMENT P R I N T I N G O F F I C E : 1983 O - 4 1 9 - 3 1 1 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Publlc Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property Ijeen determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condi t ion 

excellent 

im good 
• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
IZ] completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check ona 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significanoe-Check and Justify beiow 

Specific dates Bui Ider/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

m summary paragraph 
LH completeness ' 
• clarity 
ED applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context I I context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
I—I CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 























----

"62 

10' 

UNIT ED ST ATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

41°0713011 

95•bo1 
Mapped, ed ited, and published by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography from aerial photographs by photogrammetric methods 
and by planetable surveys 1956. Aerial photographs taken 1952 

Polycon ic pro1ect1on. 1927 North American datum 

10,000-foot grids baseo on Nebraska coord inate system, 
south zone, and Iowa coord inate system, south zone 
1000-meter Universa l Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 15, shown in blue 

Red tint indicates areas in which only landmark buildings are shown 

To place on the predicted North American Datum 1983., 
move the projection li nes 4 meters north and 
24 meters east as shown by dashed corner ticks 

There may be private inholdings within the boundaries of 
the National or State reservat ions shown on this map 

* MN 

GN I 
\ 

6 'h° 
1°56' 11 6 MILS 

34 MILS 

UTM GRID AND 1984 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

I f1 974 

I 
. II 
Ii 
Ii 

(("· 
\I 

BM 

1 .5 ¥i 0 1 KILOMETER 

E3~=E3~=EE3=Ci::O=Nl$to=oi::u=R:EE3=1 Ni::T=E=i=R=V=A=L~lO~F=E=E=T~~~~== 
DOTTED LI N,ES REPRESE NT 5·FOOT CONTOURS 
NATIONAL Gr DET IC VERT ICAL DATUM OF 1929 

TH IS MAP COMPLIES\ WITH NATIONAL MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SUR~EY, OENVER, COLORADO 80225, OR RESTON, VIRGINIA 22092 

AND IOWA GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, IOWA CITY, IOWA 52240 
A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

x 975 

0.9 Ml. TO U.S. 6 

f 

~. 971 

~ 

70 

970 

~ NEBRAS~ 
QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

OMAHA SOUTH QUADRANGLE 
NEBRASKA-IOWA 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (T OPOGRAPHlC) 

29·'® 

5 ~------

~s.. 590 000 FEET 

(NEBR.l 

10 

• 
" \I 

.~o 
~ 

15 
• 0 

....-:r2j. 
x973 

BM 

98~ 
... 

E w I s 
_/ 

. . . ... ~ 974 

D . () ~~970/ 
c~"'-i 

1 

I 22 
969 

.. ---- --·----·-

' 
, 
' 

...... -. . 
Mile 608+ 

-r- --------

\\ 
1 \ 

18 
'-,._ 

' \ 

·~66 

1213011 

4565 

4562 

-
4557ooom.N. 

420 000 FEET 

(JOWA) 

, ', I 
-'"¥-~-~~~==_:_-~· ,_/~_-_· -~-+=-\'"·~-.._ ~-6----~~A 1°07 130" 

95°52130 11 
, 964 

R. 14 E. 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

Light.duty Heavy.duty 

Medium.duty Unimproved dirt ========· 

0 U.S Route Q State Route 

Q Interstate Route 

OMAHA SOUTH, NEBR- IOWA 
Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial 
photographs taken 1982 and other sources 

N 4107 .5-W9552.5/7 .5 

1956 
PHOTOREVISED 1984 This information not field checked. Map edited 1984 

Purple tint indicates extension of urban area DMA 6866 Ill NW- SERIES V875 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H30 (RMR-PH) 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL OFFICE 
655 Parfet Street 
P.O. Box 25287 -

Denver, Colorado 80225 

'; JUL 3 1 1985 

PROPERTY: Mason School 

ADDRESS: 

OWNER: Mr. Thcmaa Paltani 

1012 South 24th Street 
Oioaha, Nebraska 

ADDRESS: 832 South 2ilth Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68108 

PROJECT NO: NE-85-00015 

TAX QTATION REfERENCES -Tax Reform Act of 1976, Sect. 212l| 

-EcOToirlc Recovery Tax Act of 1981, 
;. . Sects. 212 & 214, as amended 

Dear Mr. Paltani: 

Thank you for your submission of Part 1 of the "Historic Preservation 
Certification Application" for the above project. This material was forwarded 
to our office from the NetM-aske State Historic Preset»vatlon Office with their 
reconmaidations and oomBnents, This office received the material on 
July 18, 1985. 

We have determined that your property appears to meet Natitxial Register of 
Historic Places "Criteria for Evaluation." This determination is not, however, 
a substitute for the registraticm process, which involves a favorable 
recommendatlcm by the State Historic PreservatlOT Officer, and State Review 
Board, and is dependent on final acoeptance by the National Register in 
Washington. It is your responsibility to initiate that process and to assure 
that your building is listed in the National Register as soon as possible. If 
you have not begun this, you should inatjediately contact your State Historic 
Preservation Officer. 

Becoming a "certified historio structure" is t*ie first step in qualifying for 
Federal income tax credits for historic preservation tax Incentives. These 
credits are available only to those "certified historic structures" that have 
undergone rehabilitation work that is aj^roved by this office. 

If you are interested in pursuing these historic preservation income tax 
credits, you should submit Part 2 of the enclosed "Historic Preservation 
Certification AK>lication" which completely describes your rehabilitation 
plans. Instructions for filling cut the application are on the form Itself. 
The completed application shc*ild then be mailed to your State Historic 
Preservation Office. 

i> • : 

/I i 



Also enclosed is a oopy of the Secretary of the Interior's ̂ tandirds for ji, T̂ ;'̂  ;/>4 
Rehabilitation." These are the prograomatio standards against whicii we . ̂. '̂.wt 

..*:'J^-.;*^.ii^^i evaluate your rehabilitation plana in the Part 2 of the applicatioo. Any 
questions concerning the oompletic» of the application or the Secretary's 
"Standards" should either be directed to your State Historio Preservation 
Office or Bonnie J. Halda of this offloe at 303-236-8675. 

Sincerely, 

' de Tee! Patf<»rson THIer v 

<te Teel Patterson TUler, Chief ' ; 
Brandi of Project Review and Tecbnlcal Asaistance 

^ 1 •<. JT 

Enclosures 

cc: 
\Mr. Mike Rlndone. Nebjgialca_§tate^H|s^^ 

.-•V 



aty of Omaha 

Michael Boyle, Mayor 

Planning Department 

Omaha/Douglas Civic Center 
1819 Famam Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68183 
(402) 444-$l$0 

Martin H. Shukert 
Director 

Decei±»er 23, 1985 

James G. Hanscxi 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Nebraska State Historical Society 
1500 "R" Street, Box 82554 
Lincoln, NE 68501 

Dear Mr. Hanson: 

I am writing in response to your Decenber 19, 1985 letter concem­
ing the National Register nominations for Saunders School, Calvin 
Manorial Presbyterian Chtjrch, the Shennan .^artments. Mason School 
and the Ford Ifospital Building. The City of Qnaha's Landmarks 
Heritage Preservation Conmission urges the Nebraska State Historic 
Preservation Board to favorably consider these nominations. 
Saimders School, Calvin Manorial Presbyterian Qiurch and the 
Sherman Apartments are designated Landmarks under the City of Qnaha's 
preservation ordinance. Mason School has been reconnended to the 
City Council for local designation, and the Qnaha Lan(inarks 
Conmlssion anticipates a local Landmark designation for the Ford 
Hospital In the near future. 

Sincerely, 

LANDMARKS HERITAGE PRESERVATION CGMMISSICM 

Lynn Meyer 
Administrator 

REcnvFonr: ? *» 
j m 
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ELECTED MEMBERS 
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY 

PHONE (402) 471-3270 

February 4, 1986 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Interagency Resources D i v i s i o n 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 

ROBERT KERREY G O V E R N O R 
State of Nebraska 

R O N A L D W. ROSKENS, PRESIDENT 
University of Nebraska 

N O R M A N KRIVOSHA, CHIEF JUSTICE 
Supreme Court of Nebraska 

GEORGE A. PETERSON, PRESIDENT 
Nebraska Press Association 

1500 R STREET, BOX 82554 
L INCOLN, NEBRASKA 68501 

FEB I 2 1386 

Re: Mason School 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Please f i n d enclosed the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
nomination form for the above named property. This nomination has 
met a l l n o t i f i c a t i o n and other requirements, as established i n 
36 CFR Part 60. Also enclosed i s the Part 1 and two l e t t e r s of 
support. 

I f you have any questions regarding the nomination, please l e t 
us know. 

Sincerely, 

D'^^d Murpl 
Acting Deputy State 

H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 
DM: dbm 

Enclosures 
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