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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name
. - \ {
historic /Chauncey S.\Taylor House
{ T N}
and/or common Richard Zeilinger House (BUO5-12)

2. Location

street & number 715 Fourth Street N/A ot for publication
city, town David City N/A_ yicinity of congressional district F1rSt
state Nebraska code 31 county Butler code 023
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
___district ____ public X occupied ____agriculture —___ museum
_X_ puilding(s) _X_ private ____unoccupied ___ commercial ____park
— structure — both —work in progress — educational X private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible —_ entertainment — religious
____object N/A_ in process _X_ yes: restricted ____government ____scientific

__ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted —industrial ___ transportation

— - NO — military —other:

4. Owner of Property

name David Wiebe
street & number 715 Fourth Street
city, town David City N/A _ vicinity of state Nebraska

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Register of Deeds, Butler County Courthouse

street & number N/A

city, town David City state Nebraska

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey has this property been determined elegible? N/A yes ___ no

date On-going ___federal _X state ___ county ___local

depository for survey records Nebraska State Historical Society

city,town  Lincoln state Nebraska




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—__excellent ____deteriorated __X_ unaltered _X original site

_X good —__ruins ____altered __ _moved date _N/A
—_fair ____unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Richard Zeilinger house is a two-story frame structure built in
1888 in an eclectic mixture of the Queen Anne and French Second Empire
architectural styles, with emphasis given to a large, three-story corner
tower.

Situated on a tree-shaded corner lot in David City (1980 pop. 2492),
the most prominent feature of the house is a colossal three-story square
corner tower capped with a mansard roof. The tower roof is covered with
fish-scale shingles, penetrated by hooded dormer windows, and topped with
iron cresting. The roof line on the remainder of the house is irregular,
made up of a number of gables. Decorative ridgecapping adorns the roof
which is covered with wooden shingles.

A one story bay window topped with iron cresting projects from the
south facade of the house. An Eastlake porch with an ornamented gablet
shelters the front entrance to the house, while a wrap—around porch is
located at the southwest corner of the structure (see photo #3).

The interior floor plan of the house is basically a four over four room
plan with a rear kitchen wing. The front stairhall features a colored-glass
window and a tastefully designed stairrail (see photo #5). Two fireplaces
with decorative, mirrored mantels also enhance the decor of the house (see
photo #6). A built-in cupboard and a window seat constructed in the bay
are decorative features in the dining room.

The Zeilinger house is being restored by the owner who cut 1800 new
fish scale shingles to replace the deteriorated ones on the tower roof.

The setting has been altered by the workshop recently constructed
behind the house by the owner who is self-employed. This workshop was
designed with the owner's specific needs in mind (i.e. the large south
windows), yet care was taken to make the structure compatible with the
house.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

____prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

___1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law ____science

—1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics —literature — sculpture

__1600-1699 _X _ architecture ___education — military ___social/

—1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering ____ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 _X _commerce ____exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ____theater

X 1900- ____ communications __industry ____ politics/government ____ transportation
____invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates 1888 Builder/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Zeilinger House is significant for its 60 year association with the
Zeilinger family. The Zeilingers were founders of a successful hardware
business created in 1892 and still operating at present. Architecturally,
the house is a unique example of Victorian building style in that it is an
eclectic composite of the Queen Anne and French Second Empire styles and
features an unusually large corner tower.

The Zeilinger house was built in 1888 for Chauncey S. Taylor a local
jeweler. Local tradition states that Taylor, who came to David City from
Vermont via Iowa, had brought with him an "18 inch square'" model of a
former home which could be taken apart. The carpenter, then, could follow
the miniature in detail. Taylor sold the house in 1903 to John Zeilinger,
father of the two sons who founded a commercially successful hardware
business. One son Richard W. bought the house from his father in 1921 and
continued to live there until his death in 1967.

Zeilinger Hardware was founded in 1892 by John F. and Richard W. Zeilinger.
In 1887, John F. had started working for hardware store owner W. G. Boston.
The Zeilingers purchased and expanded the Boston store in 1892 and after 90
years the business is still operating in the original Boston Hardware location.
The store originally carried hardware, stoves, wagons, oxen yokes, guns etc.
and this diversity made it a prominent trading center in this rural community
and the surrounding Butler County area. Richard W.'s son Richard C. was
associated with the business from 1933 until his death in 1964 and in 1966,
Richard C.'s widow Lucile sold the business to a non-family member. It is
still operating under the Zeilinger name and has become quite an institution
in the area.

Architecturally, the house is a landmark in David City. It's prominent
three story corner tower is unlike any other known in Nebraska. The unusual,
but pleasing proportions of the body of the house and the tower make the
structure a rather unique eclectic mixture of the Queen Anne and Second
Empire styles.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than one acre
Quadrangle name _David City, West, Nebr. Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification

This property is located on lots 8 and 9, Block 5, Original Town of David City,
including all of the historic real estate associated with the property.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state , code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Janet Jeffries Spencer, Cultural Historian

organization Nebraska State Historical Society date March, 1982

street & number 1500 R Street telephone 402/471-327Q or 471-3850
city or town Lincoln state Nebraska

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

— national _,2( state — local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature MM W S / /3 / & 2

date

title Director, Nebraska State Historical Society

GPO 938 835




Form No. 10-300a

(Rev. 10-74)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE : : :
'RECEIVED
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES -
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED _
CONTINUATION SHEET  Bi13ioeraphy ITEM NUMBER g PAGE 2

Banner Press, newspaper, David City, Nebraska, November 20, 1919,
April 30, 1964, April 20, October 26, 1967.

Butler County, Nebraska census records, 1880, 1885, 1900.
Butler County, Nebraska land records.

David City Centennial 1873-1973, David City Centennial Corporation, 1973.
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13. Other

— Maps
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— Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Photo #1 of 6

Richard Zeilinger House (BU05-12)
David City, Nebraska

East facade, D. Murphy, photographer, 1980

8008/53:17 Nebraska State Historical
Society






Photo #2 of 6

Richard Zeilinger House (BU05-12)
David City, Nebraska

South and east facades, D. Murphy,
photographer, 1980

8008/53:12 Nebraska State Historical
Society
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Photo #3 of 6

Richard Zeilinger House (BU05-12)
David City, Nebraska

South and west facades, D. Murphy,
photographer, 1980

8008/53:7 Nebraska State Historical
Society
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Photo #4 of 6

Richard Zeilinger House (BU05-12)
David City, Nebraska

detail of east porch, D. Murphy,
photographer, 1980

8008/53:19 Nebraska State Historical
Society
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Photo #5 of 6

Richard Zeilinger House (BU05-12)
David City, Nebraska

Stairhall looking north, Janet Jeffries
Spencer, photographer, 1980

8008/54:2 Nebraska State Historical
Society
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Photo #6 of 6

Richard Zeilinger House (BU05-12)
David City, Nebraska

fireplace, front parlor looking northwest,
Janet Jeffries Spencer, photographer, 1980

8008/54:4 Nebraska State Historical
Society
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
ELECTED MEMBERS

S. N. Wolbach, President ........... Grand Island
Edwin ). Faulkner, 1st Vice President ...... Lincoln
J. M. Hart, Jr., 2nd Vice President ......... Omaha
Arthur Carmody, Treasurer ............... Trenton
Mrs. Bill (Virginia) Coffee ............... Harrison
Maurice S. Hevelone ................... Beatrice
Walter G. Huber .......................... Blair
Otto KotouC, Jr. . .ovveeeaa... Humboldt
Nes Latenser ........................... Omaha
Charles W. Martin ...................... Omaha
James A Rawley .cinivsessmninssvssais Lincoln
Nellie Snyder Yost .................. North Platte

MARVIN F. KIVETT
DIRECTOR-SECRETARY

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Parks Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Re: Richard Zeilinger House

David City, Ne

Dear Ms. Shull:

EXECUTIVE BOARD
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

CHARLES THONE, GOVERNOR
State of Nebraska

RONALD W. ROSKENS, PRESIDENT
University of Nebraska

NORMAN KRIVOSHA, CHIEF JUSTICE
Supreme Court of Nebraska

DICK LINDBERG, PRESIDENT
Nebraska Press Association

1500 R STREET
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68508

Phone (402) 471-3270

May 12, 1982

Please find enclosed the National Register of Historic Places
nomination form for the above named property. This nomination has
met all notification and other requirements, as established in

36 CFR Part 60.

If you have any questions regarding the nomination, please

let us know.

MFK:dbm

Enclosures

Sincerely,

Marvin F. Kivett

State Historic Preservation
Officer




