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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

SEP P 19 received 

date entered 

historic X j . L . , ] B r a n d e i s , and Sons S t o r e B u i l d i n g 

and/or common N / A 

2. Location 

street & number 200 Sou*k . 1 6 t h S t r e e t N/A. not for publication 

city, town Omaha N / A vicinity of congressional district Second 

state N e b r a s k a code 031 county D o u g l a s code 55 

3. Classification 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
X buildlng(s) X private 

structure both 
site Pub l i c Acqu i s i t i on 
object N /A In process 

being considered 

Sta tus 
occupied 
unoccupied 

X work in progress 
A c c e s s i b l e 
^ yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present U s e 
agriculture 

X commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Braiker/Brandeis Development Company 

Attn: Morton and Cla i r e Braiker, c/o John Gilroy name 

street & number Whltmore and Gi l roy P . C , 10838 Old M i l l Road 

city, town Omaha N/A vicinity of state Nebraska 68154 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. BonglRf^ C.mmty Register of Deeds 

street & number ppuglas County Courthouse. 1819 Farnam Street 

city, town Omaha state Nebraska 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
C e r t i f i e d Part 1 

has this property been determined elegible? _X yes no title Omaha Ci ty Archi tecture 

date 1977 . federal state county X local 

depository for survey records Omaha Landmarks, Inc, 

city, town Omaha state Nebraska 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Checit one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site 

X good ruins X altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if Itnown) physical appearance 

Designed i n the Second Renaissance Revival s t y l e by John Latenser, Sr., 
the Brandeis Building was erected i n 1906 as an eight-story structure, one of 
the largest buildings i n Omaha at that time. The handsome building, one block 
long and a half a block wide, s i t s on the south side of Douglas Street between 
16th and 17th Streets. A two-story addition was b u i l t i n 1921 making the 
building i t s present ten s t o r i e s . A parking garage connects to the building 
on the west. Facing materials are stone, terra-cotta and brick. The i n t e r i o r 
features high c e i l i n g s and columns. Imposing Corinthian columns highlight 
the f i r s t f l o o r . The building remains a v i s u a l landmark i n downtown Omaha. 
Its condition and i n t e g r i t y remains good. 

The building facade i s organized into d i s t i n c t horizontal d i v i s i o n s by 
pronounced belt or s t r i n g courses. Each f l o o r i s articulated d i f f e r e n t l y . 
The window trim and surrounding d e t a i l also changes from f l o o r to f l o o r . 
Arched openings located on the front elevation (east side) d i f f e r from 
straight-headed openings above the lower floors and on the north elevation. 
Some windows have pedimented openings. Enriched and projecting cornices are 
supported with large modillions or consoles. The horizontal separation 
between the ninth and tenth floors i s highlighted with a balustrade. The 
Brandeis Building i s large, both absolutely and i n scale, a distinguishing 
cha r a c t e r i s t i c of the Second Renaissance Revival s t y l e . Stone, terra-cotta 
and b r i c k are the facing materials. Continuous p i l a s t e r - l i k e piers of bric k 
clad the v e r t i c a l elements of the st e e l skeleton. At the base the arched 
openings of the ground story and the mezzanine reveal the true width of the 
actual bays of the s t e e l skeleton. The considerably broad piers are topped 
with ornament that forms a sort of c a p i t a l . 

Inside, large fluted Corinthian columns r i s e majestically to a commanding 
height on the f i r s t f l o o r of the Brandeis Building. Columns and high c e i l i n g s 
are prevalent throughout the building. 

The Brandeis parking garage i s now attached to the west side of the store 
building, using a i r rights over 17th Street. The garage i s not Included as a 
part of the nomination to the National Register. 



8. Significance 

Per iod A r e a s of S ign i f i cance—Chec i t and just i fy be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _ X _ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

. 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
_ X _ 1 9 0 0 - communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 
1906 o r i g i n a l eight stories John Latenser, Sr. 

Specific datesl921 two story addltiofP«i*dw-/Architect George B. Prinz 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The building i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y associated with the department store of J . L. 
Brandeis and Sons. Now a major r e t a i l chain i n the Midwest, the Brandeis store 
traces i t s roots to Omaha and the founder, Jonas L. Brandeis. With innovative 
r e t a i l marketing techniques the company grew and prospered. In turn, the 
Brandeis family were i n the forefront of the development and growth of Omaha. 
Designed i n the grand department store t r a d i t i o n by John Latenser, Sr., the 
o r i g i n a l building was constructed i n 1906. The building i s a fine example 
of Latenser's use of the Second Renaissance Revival s t y l e and remains a down­
town Omaha landmark. 

Brandeis i s a name synonymous with r e t a i l department store operations i n 
Omaha, i n Nebraska and i n the Midwest. This pioneer mercantile establishment 
i s closely linked with the history of Omaha. The J . L. Brandeis & Sons Store 
Building was the flagship of a f l e e t of department stores, which was one of 
the largest and most important chains west of Chicago. For nearly three-
quarters of a century, the Brandeis Store Building was the focal point of 
commercial a c t i v i t y i n downtown Omaha. This grand department store structure, 
b u i l t i n the t r a d i t i o n of i t s contemporaries, Macy's and Marshall F i e l d , i s 
representative of a long-gone era of merchandising. I t s physical size and 
i n t e r i o r layout were designed to promote personal and t o t a l service, employee 
loy a l t y and customer comfort and convenience. 

Jonas L. Brandeis, a native of Austria, came to Omaha i n 1881. Brandeis 
opened a small store at 506 S. 13th, known as The Fa i r . The business grew and 
the store moved to a more favorable location at Sixteenth and Douglas Streets 
i n 1888. With his sons i n partnership the Boston Store, as i t was known, did 
an increased business. 

By the turn of the century, Jonas's three sons, Arthur, Hugo, and Emil, 
had assumed most of the everyday r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the business. The business 
name became J . L. Brandeis & Sons, which reflected Jonas's sons' increasing 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The eldest son, Arthur, ascended to the presidency when 
Jonas died i n 1903. The sons continued t h e i r team management u n t i l Emil and 
Hugo died p r i o r to World War I. George Brandeis, a nephew of the founder was 
made general manager. E. John Brandeis, Arthur's son, f i r s t assumed a major 
leadership role i n store operations i n 1916 upon his father's death. He shared 
administrative r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s with George Brandeis, George serving as 
president u n t i l his death i n 1948. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property .8 a c r e s 

Quadrangle nami» Omaha North, Nebr.-Iowa 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The structure occupies l o t s 1-4 of block 117 i n the 
Omaha c i t y p l a t , which i s the ha l f block on the south side of Douglas Street between 16th 
and 17th Streets . The bu i ld ing i s rectangular i n shape being 132'x264' i n s i z e . 

L is t a l l s t a t es and coun t i es for proper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ij^y^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Thomas J . McCusker and Fred M. Greguras, Attorneys; 

name/title Barger & Wolen, Attorneys; Wilscam, M u l l i n s , Bi rge , Arch i t ec t s ; 
Edited by Bob Puschendorf, SHPO O f f i c e 

organization c/o Nebraska State H i s t o r i c a l Society date June, 1982 

street & number 1500 R Street telephone 4 0 2 / 4 7 1 - 3 8 5 0 

city or town L inco ln state Nebraska 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national -){^ state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation apd Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Director. Nebraska State Historical Society 

I hereby certify that this property Is included in the National Register 

4 dOiMnt^'—' 

date 

1 Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 6 3 5 
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During E. John Brandeis's presidency to his death i n 1974, Brandeis 
increased i t s business dominance i n the region. Under his leadership, the 
organization expanded from a single large department store i n downtown Omaha 
to one of the largest closely held r e t a i l enterprises i n the nation. In 
addition to being a driving force i n the r e t a i l i n g business, E. John Brandeis 
continued the family's support of Omaha. He was a believer i n Omaha and i t s 
future. Downtown Omaha received a s o l i d vote of confidence through Brandeis's 
financing of several downtown parking f a c i l i t i e s and other new structures. 
One of the parking f a c i l i t i e s replaced the Brandeis Theater and Office Building, 
a 1909 contribution to Omaha's growth. The s i g n i f i c a n t measures helped downtown 
Omaha avoid further deterioration. 

In 1906, eight floors of the present ten-story structure were constructed 
at a cost of $650,000. I n i t i a l l y , only the basement and three floors were 
used i n the Brandeis business. The other floors were leased to a bank and 
as professional o f f i c e s . 

The new store building was awe-inspiring to turn-of-the-century Omaha. 
According to an early newspaper account, the store had the longest single 
sales a i s l e of any store i n the world, running west from the 16th Street entrance. 
When the Brandeis Theater was completed i n 1909, i t was linked to the 
store by an underground arcade. A broad s t r i p of red pavement guided fashionable 
ladies across 17th Street for matinee performances at the theater to complement 
afternoon shopping tours. 

A two story addition, constructed i n 1921, brought the height of the 
building to i t s present ten s t o r i e s . Because of innovative merchandising 
and a service orientation theme, business volume had grown so immensely that 
the Brandeis Store now consumed a l l ten floors and the basement of the building. 
Soon after the addition of the tenth f l o o r , Sorenson's The Story of Omaha, 
reported that: 

The tenth f l o o r i s taken up with restaurants, which i n point of 
beauty and convenience compare favorably with the most celebrated 
cafes i n New York, Chicago and San Francisco. This i s especially 
true of the I t a l i a n renaissance room, which i s the most attrac­
t i v e feature of the establishment. 

The Brandeis family and store building have been the source of many inno­
vative r e t a i l marketing practices and customer services and conveniences. In 
the l a t e 1880's, Jonas Brandeis i n i t i a t e d the use of sidewalk sales as a major 
marketing approach. He also would mark bargain prices on his goods, pack 
them into a wagon and drive around the c i t y as a mobile means of attracting 
customers to his store. His grandson, E. John Brandeis, was i n the vanguard 
of those who recognized and u t i l i z e d t e l e v i s i o n as an advertising medium. 
Brandeis was the f i r s t store i n Omaha to send buyers to Europe. 
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One of Omaha's f i r s t revolving doors was i n s t a l l e d i n the Brandeis 
Building i n 1906 to reduce the winter wind that discomforted customers and 
employees. This early energy conservation program was followed by many 
other convenience-oriented features such as the I n s t a l l a t i o n of a i r condi­
tioning and escalators long before other merchants i n the central business area. 

The Brandeis Building was the f i r s t mercantile establishment i n Omaha to 
be a t o t a l service store for i t s customers. I t s leadership recognized the 
marketing importance of having restaurants, a post o f f i c e , community meeting 
rooms, free telephone service, a b i l l - p a y i n g service and other amenities 
under one roof and implemented t h i s approach i n the design of the Brandeis 
Store Building. 

The Brandeis commitment to, and confidence i n Omaha i s further affirmed 
i n the leadership of the family and firm i n Omaha's development. Many of the 
large buildings constructed i n downtown Omaha during the early years of th i s 
century were either p a r t i a l l y or wholly Brandeis enterprises. The ground on 
which the Fontenelle Hotel stands was given by Brandeis to the hotel's 
developers and Brandeis made a major f i n a n c i a l investment i n the hotel's 
construction. The Fontenelle was one of the finest hotels i n the country 
when i t opened. The erection of the Medical Arts Building, the one-time 
medical center of Omaha, was largely financed by Brandeis. The old Omaha 
At h l e t i c Club building on Douglas Street was promoted and financed by the 
Brandeis enterprise as was the Omaha Elks building. 

The o r i g i n a l architect, John Latenser, Sr. (1858-1936) was a native of 
Liechtenstein and born to a family of master architects. He received his 
training at the Royal Polytechnical School i n Stuttgart, Germany. He immi­
grated to America and practiced i n several c i t i e s before s e t t l i n g i n Omaha i n 
1885. Latenser enjoyed a p r o l i f i c practice, most of his commissions being 
for public school buildings. Notable structures designed by Latenser i n ­
clude the Douglas County Courthouse (Douglas County, NRHP) and Central High 
School (Omaha High School, Douglas County, NRHP). 

The J. L. Brandeis and Sons Store Building i s an example of Latenser's 
successful use of the Second Renaissance Revival s t y l e . The Brandeis store 
i s a v i s u a l landmark i n downtown Omaha. Although not as large as several 
o f f i c e buildings of the same period i t s ten-story height covering half a 
c i t y block made i t the largest r e t a i l establishment i n the downtown and 
provided considerable v i s u a l impact on 16th Street, 17th Street, and the 
Farnam Street h i l l for many blocks. 
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Brandeis, Loyal to Omaha, Dies, Omaha World Herald, August 25, 1974, page 17. 

E. J. Brandeis Directs Stores i n Army Style, Omaha World Herald, November 13, 
1966, page 1-B. 

E. John Brandeis Takes a Long Step, Omaha Sun Newspapers, December 29, 1960, 
page 1. 

Expansion Plans at Brandeis Include F a c i l i t y i n Westroads, Omaha World 
Herald, May 28, 1972, page 10-C. 

Ketchem, Down Through the Years, 1917. 

Landmarks, Inc., Omaha City Architecture, 1977, page 72. 

Sorenson, Story of Omaha, 1923, pages 563-566. 

Story of the House of Brandeis, Omaha Sunday Bee, October 20, 1912. 

The House of Brandeis, Bates Fashion News, Summer, 1970, page 3. 

The J. L. Brandeis Story, Omaha World Herald, October 14, 1951. 

The Making of a Merchant, Omaha World Herald Magazine of the Midlands, 
December 15, 1968, page 3. 

Wakely, Omaha: The Gate City and Douglas County, 1917, Vol. I, page 216, 
Vol. I I , page 35. 



ATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 
nitMi Sta tM DvpartttMtrt of th* Interior 
itional Part Sarvica 

jgatjfitf̂ Jrfaiva Sevier 

Brandeis, J . L. , and Sons Store Building 
Douglas Countv 
NEBRASKA 

Working Mn ^ A A / X J - X ^ J ^ 

F»d. Reg. Dat.a; X] . J, 9 J 
Date Due- y<3/y/^^ <̂3/̂ - V ^ J , , 
Action: _ i^^CCEPT. i l^ .^^-2=r-

resubmission RETURN 
nonnination by person or local government REJECT, 
owner objection y Federal Agency: 
appeal 

Substantive Review: k__ sample request . appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments 

£x ^/^'^-^^ ^c^X^>- /i .4c ^cd^^^''>^ ^.yr./^^^- Recom./Criteria .^-X^cp^//; S)L 
Reviewer (^f^Jo^ec 
Discipline- //io/2h 6y, 

Date L£. 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. Classif icat ion 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

«<>aib4«'> 

7. Description 

C M M M M C W « > M * Chack a n * 
uca t tM d*l*nor«ad unaiwrcd ongiri*! (n* 
good ruln« tlMrad movwt dat*. 
>alr unaipoaad 

0990^4^^ ttee ^F ê̂ OT^ e^^^^RS^ ^A^^VR} /̂tr̂ f%hî wii a^^v^vft^v^ 

aummary paragraph — O '̂'̂ '̂  
completeness ^ 
clarity 
alterations/integr lly 
dates 
boundary selection 











J.L. Pra^<^iX X 5in^.S JT^T^ S/J 
7 

Tit? (SX?) CS 

fRÔ FP.TYt J, La Brandeis «. Son? 
Store Buil<?ira 

OWwrKi BralVer/~rand»4« D«velop-
«pent Cei»:.r>arv 
ATTJ Morton C Clair*: Praikrr 
e/o Alar fa 'rJcle-r. "Taf̂ a 

ADDRESSI 200 South 1th Street 
Oraaha, KE 66102 

ADDftrs'Ji 53e W Sixth Cta 
9th Floor 
Lew Anqt'les, CA ^crKhank 

Dear S i r s i 

TharV yeu for your »u>T:le8ioT> ef the "RiBtoric rreservatlcn C^rt i f i cat ior 
Aprlicntlor: - Pirts 1 S 2" pursuant to Section 212* of th# Tex H«»forr; Act 
of 1976, «ft amendê ia 

Th* Oi l tura l Hceourc«r D lv i s l rn , J?ocKv ^"ountrtln Fovtcnal Office* Nationel 
r-ArV Parvic^ con<rurR with the K*>>r«8^a State Historic rr»Sffrv*tlr»r 
Off icer *« rrel iminary <^et«i»riRif>atlor th»t. the property Ilate?' Ahovf aprefrs 
he !r*f»t T'etinral t<«<?i9t«r CritRrie for Tvaluation CK" f-C.f ) «nc', as s 
re-Bult, w i l l l ike ly be lletftrl in t h » Kat ion« l Peqieter of Ptctoric Flac**? 
within the y»ara 

KPS hae a l » o «*«t«m!ip.e4 that the nrcpoeed rehfthilltatlon project riescrf-vc' 
in thr suhCTittt''^ rtocow«'ntatir>n, lo a l l like^lihoo^l, w i l l seeet the S^'CretBry 
of the I n t e r i o r • « "f:t«i»f^«r<f.« for Rehabilitation," prcvli^ina tho fc l lcvirtj 
conditions are r s t i 

1* The property i c li»t€<? OB tb* Hational ReyiRter of ^^Istorlc 
Placfte. 

2* Pinal , cwhTrletft'̂  plan* atî . »fM?clfication!* mre »u^^itt.er> to this 
o f f i c e for review mnf. «pr>rcval. 

3a Weter rer»«ll©nt6/prc>riferi« are not utie<! orj exterior r.e^ov.xy-
o n l « « p i t can be ««oc\iin«nte<^ that excess moisture r>en*trctiOP Is 
evident, »r>f' i s the resvOt of overly pcrou* masonry uriits—not 
poor tuc)Tr«^intino, e o p i n « , f lashinq, caulMncr, flcvnapout 
fau l t lnre , etc. 

KP5 w i l l review any •dc'itlorftl Raterinl rfelatli>c to thie cor»<!4tior «B scon 
• « i t ie «arte cvJilIaMe. Any »uh»tt*ntlve rharcse in the work as rteecrl^^t* 
in the arpHcaitior! •)JO«1(" be hrnuwht to o\ir attest ion t « ensure f ina l 
approval of the cosspleted erojecta 

"A .S 
State His toric Preservation ()h\c^ 

^i7 

LHL 
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This l e t t e r i s a preliminary determination since a formal c e r t i f i c a t i o n of 
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n can be issued only to the owner of a " c e r t i f i e d h i s t o r i c 
structure" after r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work i s completed. 

To request c e r t i f i c a t i o n upon completion of the project, the attached 
forms should be returned to the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , 
together with photographs of the completed work (both exterior and 
i n t e r i o r ) . An on-site inspection of the completed work by an authorized 
representative of the Secretary of the Inter i o r may be undertaken p r i o r to 
issuance of the f i n a l c e r t i f i c a t i o n of r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

Should you have any questions as the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work continues, please 
do not hesitate to c a l l your State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer or 
contact de Teel Patterson T i l l e r of t h i s o f f i c e at 303-234-2560. 

Sincerely, 

Iti •-<••' 

Katherine H. Cole 
Chief, Branch of Cultural 

Resources Programs 

Enclosure 

pk 8/3/81 



EXECUTIVE B O A R D 
ELECTED MEMBERS 

S. N. Wolbach, President Grand Island 
Edwin J. Faulkner, 1st Vice President Lincoln 
J. M. Hart, Jr., 2nd Vice President Omaha 
Arthur CarnK>dy, Treasurer Trenton 
Mrs. Bill (Virginia) Coffee Harrison 
Maurice S. Hevelone Beatrice 
Walter C. Huber Blair 
Otto Kotouc, Jr .Humboldt 
Nes Latenser Omaha 
Charles W. Martin Omaha 
James A. Rawley Lincoln 
Nellie Snyder Yost North Platte 

MARVIN F. KIVETT 
DIRECTOR-SECRETARY 

Phone (402) 471-3270 

August 26, 1982 

EXECUTIVE B O A R D 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 

CHARLES THONE, G O V E R N O R 
State of Nebraska 

R O N A L D W . ROSKENS, PRESIDENT 
University of Nebraska 

NORMAN-KRIVOSHA, CHIEF JUSTICE 
Supreme Court of Nebraska 

DICK LINDBERG, PRESIDENT 
Nebraska Press Association 

1500 R STREET 
L INCOLN, NEBRASKA 68508 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the National Register of Historic Places 
noinination forms for the following properties: 

Gameau-Kilpatrlck House, 3100 Chicago Street, Omaha 
Havens-Page House, 101 N. 39th Street, Omaha 
Poppleton Block, 1001 Farnam Street, Omaha 

l ^ ^ ^ ' L. Brandeis & Sons Store Building, 200 S. 16th Street, Omaha 

These nominations were reviewed and approved by the Nebraska State 
Historic Preservation Board on August 18, 1982 and have met a l l noti­
fication and other requirements, as established in 36 CFR Part 60. 
Letters of comment are also enclosed. 

Also enclosed please find copies of the letters (National Park 
Service-Denver to the owners) conceming preliminary determination of 
the above referenced properties as appearing to meet National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation, pursuant to Part 1 of the Historic Preserva­
tion Certification Application. 

If you have any questions regarding these nominations, please 
let us know. 

MFK: 
Enclos: 

Sincerely, 

yX^\6-XXAy^ 
Marvin F. Kivett 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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AM 
P M 

1. C A L L | P T TO; I 1 FROM (ftmmt») 2. AOORCS* (Tel. No. 11 needed) 

'^\X)<s:<^ 

3. S U B J E C T , P R O J E C T N O . , E T C . 

4. O C T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

* V r 

'J J X - J y o ^ / i ^ - 4 ^ ^ . 

^ d ^ ' - J ' ^ r/C>^ y u . c ^ X V j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r ^ T ^ <5 u/TrjLA-o-fij j i ^ X J ' ^ - ^ ) ^ - X ^ ^ - O ^ ^ - T T ^ J L * / ,c.yc. 

<^-i~X 

y >4^ .A^C-. S'^ x^/ ;X J. ^oJ 

N A M E O F F E R S O N P L A C I N a / R E C E l V I N 6 C A L L T I T L E 

/-^/n/a. 

FHR-8-227 

June 1978 


