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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ?LORIGINAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE_ 

J S F A I R —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jesse C. Bickle house is located on an 18 acre tract of 
bottom land south of a bend in the Big Blue River west of Crete, 
Nebraska. The property includes grass and timbered lands as well 
as a small section of the Blue River. Structures on the property 
include the dwelling, a small frame barn and wood framed entrance 
gate with a sign announcing "The Maples" (see photo ill). 

The dwelling i s a two story frame tee-shaped structure with 
a rear (west) kitchen shed addition, the f i n a l form of which may 
have been arrived at by successive additions and alterations. 
The o r i g i n a l dwelling, b u i l t ca. 1864 was a one story, two room 
log house. This log structure was oriented east-west and s t i l l 
supports the gromd story of what i s now the rear tee extension. 
L i t t l e i s known of the o r i g i n a l character of the log house. The 
present basement-cellar under the log portion appears to be o r i ­
g i n a l . The walls which support the log are dr y - l a i d l o c a l lime­
stone, while the log s i l l i s hewn f l a t on i t s bottom side to rest 
firmly on the fotmdation. The f l o o r of the log section i s sup­
ported by large log j o i s t s notched into the log s i l l s at the side 
walls and hewn f l a t on top to accept the f l o o r boards. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l evidence seems to indicate that the frame 
portions of the house were b u i l t at s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t times. 
More intensive research, both ar c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l , w i l l 
be needed to determine the facts. This description w i l l hypothe­
size that the frame sections were b u i l t at different times based 
upon both the plan form of the two sections and the i n t e r i o r and 
exterior a rchitectural d e t a i l s . 

Sometime around the early 1870s (Bickle had a sawmill on hi s 
property by 1870) the log house was enlarged s l i g h t l y to the east 
and a second f l o o r was added. The resultant form was a simple 
two story house with a gable roof, central entrance (south) gable, 
and gable end chimneys. The arrangement of the rooms and location 
of the stairway has not yet been determined, although the s l i g h t l y 
off-center entrance leads to a passage (possibly a s t a i r h a l l ) 
which ran straight through the house to a door on the north. I t 
seems l o g i c a l to assume a hypothesis of a basic 3 over 2 or 2 over 
2 room arrangement for the dwelling at th i s time. 

By the mid to l a t e 1870s (before 1879), Bickle made a f i n a l 
addition to the house. A new "frontf'was added on the east and 
substantial alterations were made to the remainder of the house. 
This front addition i s highly reminiscent of the early I type 
house common to the p r a i r i e states of the M i s s i s s i p p i basin. 

(see Continuation Sheet) 
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Long and narrow i n plan, the t a l l v e r t i c a l proportions of the 
gable ends, the central entrance and s t a i r h a l l , and the gable end 
chimneys a l l relate to the I type house form. The 2 over 2 room 
arrangement with the central h a l l and stairway confirms this view. 

The f i n a l addition to the house also gave Bickle an opportunity 
to dress the whole house i n the prevailing s t y l i s t i c garb. The 
gables of the house a l l (except the west gable) received a highly 
decorative verge-board i n the Gothic mode and the chimneys of the 
new addition featured semi-elaborate corbeled brick designs which 
were popular by the 1870s. The hood moldings of the windows re­
flected the basic pedimented form of the e a r l i e r house, but were 
elaborated with additional moldings and a " f l a r i n g " of the pediment 
beyond the sides of the jamb I t s e l f . In i t s early days, the house 
also featured an elaborately detailed entrance porch on the east 
with a walk-out above. Wooden shutters were also used on a l l of 
the windows. The house was painted a l i g h t color with the verge-
boards, corner p i l a s t e r s , window moldings, shutters and porch trim 
painted i n a dark color. Interior decorative details i n this sec­
tion included plaster molded c e i l i n g medallions. 

The house has deteriorated considerably over the years, 
perhaps most notably on the inside. In l a t e r years, the house 
served as an apartment house which has altered the basic f l o o r 
plan. For the most part, however, the o r i g i n a l plan information 
may be recoverable, as should some of the i n t e r i o r a r chitectural 
features. Structurally, the house i s i n f a i r to good condition 
with the major problem appearing i n the settlement of the l a s t 
(or east front) addition. The brick foundation of this portion 
i s i n bad condition and has caused considerable problems, espe­
c i a l l y to the f i r s t f l o o r of t h i s section. Exterior alterations 
include the loss of the south end chimney of the l a t e s t addition, 
damage to the other three chimneys, the loss of the front entrance 
porch and a l l of the window shutters. The most recent paintings 
have been an a l l white color scheme, however, o r i g i n a l colors may 
be preserved i n e a r l i e r layers of paint. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Jesse C. Bickle homestead was patented by President 
U. S, Grant on September 1, 1869, after Bickle had proved a 
5-year residency on his claim. His log cabin, ca. 1864, i s 
now a part of the carpenter Gothic house Bickle completed i n 
the 1870s. • -

Bickle was bom near Coshocton, Ohio i n 1820 and farmed 
i n I l l i n o i s and Iowa before s e t t l i n g i n Nebraska. He f i l e d 
for a homestead on 160 acres of land along the Big Blue River 
i n Saline County and became the f i r s t white s e t t l e r i n the 
area. His o r i g i n a l home was a dugout i n the bank of the r i v e r , 
but according to several h i s t o r i c a l accounts, a flood during 
his f i r s t year of residence forced him to bu i l d a cabin higher 
on the flood p l a i n . Being the f i r s t permanent resident, he was 
named postmaster of the area on August 26, 1868, with the post 
o f f i c e to be located i n his cabin. He named the post o f f i c e 
Crete i n honor of his wife's hometown of Crete, I l l i n o i s . 

In the summer of 1870, Jesse Bickle selected a s i t e on the 
southem portion of his land and platted a town which he named 
Blue River City. Later that year the Burlington and Missouri 
Railroad Town Company chose a s i t e d i r e c t l y adjacent to the north 
and east of Blue River City and l a i d out a town which would be 
on th e i r new ra i l r o a d l i n e from Lincoln. This town was named 
Crete after Bickle's post o f f i c e , as that name fbllowed t h e i r 
plan to alphabetically name the towns along the B & M Line. 
(Berks Siding and Dorchester had been platted to the east and 
west of the proposed,Crete s i t e ) . A r i v a l r y developed between 
the leaders of the two towns and the townsite company was enter­
taining the idea of relocating Crete, thereby i s o l a t i n g Blue 
River City from commercial growth. However, a compromise was 
reached and Blue River City and Crete were combined by an act ' 
of the Nebraska Legislature tmder the name of Crete before the 
f i r s t regular t r a i n came through June 12, 1871. 

In addition to being a foxmding father of the community, 
Bickle was acti v e l y involved i n the s o c i a l l i f e of the county. 
An account i n Andreas' History of Nebraska, 1882, t e l l s of a 
4th of July party held i n 1870 to celebrate the completion of 

(gee Continuation Sheet) 
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Mr. Bickle's new barn (no longer extant). Over eight hundred 
people came from distances of t h i r t y to forty miles to j o i n i n 
the f e s t i v i t i e s . 

Jesse Bickle maintained his philanthropic attitude toward 
the community despite the antagonistic beginnings. In addition 
to his farming and stock r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s on the homestead, 
he served on a committee i n 1871 which investigated the possi­
b i l i t y of the incorporation of Crete, a successful venture. In 
1872 he opened a b r i c k yard and bumed 100,000 bricks that f a l l . 
B ickle also owned a general store i n Pleasant H i l l , then the 
county seat of Saline County, which was located about nine miles 
southwest of Crete. 

Jesse Bickle's home was quite an a t t r a c t i o n i n early day 
Crete. In July of 1876, travelers from Michigan noted the im­
pressive Bickle estate: 

"Arriving at Crete on an excessively hot day, and 
missing the Michigan shade trees, our walks around town 
were suggestive of t h e i r value. Of course we sought out 
the magnificent fringe of green on the north of the c i t y , 
where we soon found the Big Blue winding around between 
borders of stately shade trees of a l l kinds. Here also 
we came across a nice house a l l buried i n refreshing green. 
Nature had tended to the matter on two sides, and the art 
of man on the others, where were rows of omamental trees 
and a fine yotmg orchard. Envy i s a mean passion, yet we 
probably f e e l something akin to i t , when we longed to pos­
sess a nest just about l i k e that, or even t h a t — i f , etc. 
We inquired who was the happy owner of that spot. 'ThatI 
why that belongs to Mr. Bickle.'" (Saline County News, 
July 29, 1876) 

In 1879 Bickle chose a s i t e on his farm for the location of 
a community cemetery which was named Riverside. Owned by the c i t y 
of Crete since the 1920s, i t was platted by Bickle, who offered 
free l o t s for a time to those who wanted to move th e i r r e l a t i v e s ' 
graves from a nearby unkempt cemetery. 

After Jesse Bickle died October 15, 1885, his widow rented 
out the f i r s t f l o o r of t h e i r home. The house remained i n the 
family t m t i l 1923 when Milton 0. Smith purchased 18 acres of the 
property including the house. Smith operated an amusement park 
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on the grounds and l i v e d i n the house. He named the acreage 
"The Maples", a name s t i l l commonly used when ref e r r i n g to the 
"old white house" nestled i n the trees. 

The Jesse C. Bickle house stands today as a s i g n i f i c a n t 
example of Nebraska f o l k architecture whose facades display, 
to some extent, the additive nature of i t s form. B u i l t up 
over a period of less than ten years, the house developed from 
i t s rudimentary log beginnings to a house which displayed consi­
derable architectural refinement. This development, i n turn 
r e f l e c t s s o c i a l and economic situations of Mr. Bickle who strug­
gled with the problems of early settlement u n t i l his station i n 
l i f e had become substantial enough to found a town and remain one 
of i t s strongest supporters. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y the house i s both 
t y p i c a l i n the form and composition of the ind i v i d u a l elements, 
and unique i n the o v e r a l l composition of the f i n a l , combined form. 
This, together with the ov e r a l l Gothic r e v i v a l character, especially 
of the east front section with i t s t a l l v e r t i c a l proportions and 
steep pitched roof, establishes the dwelling as a s i g n i f i c a n t 
example of the carpenter Gothic s t y l e which enjoyed only limited 
popularity i n the state of Nebraska 
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Commencing at a point 219 feet east and 33 feet north of the Southwest 
corner of Section Twenty-seven (27) Township Eight (8) North, Range 
Four (4) east of the 6th P.M., thence north p a r a l l e l to the west 
l i n e of said section Twenty-seven (27), a distance of 994 feet to 
the center of the Big Blue River, thence right 123 degrees, a distance 
of 133 feet, thence right 33 degrees and 30 minutes, a distance of 
270 feet; thence l e f t 20 degrees and 40 minutes, a distance of 120 
feet, thence l e f t 42 degrees and 30 minutes, a distance of 120 feet, 
thence l e f t 51 degrees a distance of 130 feet, thence l e f t 37 degrees 
a distance of 115 feet, thence right 88 degrees and 30 minutes, a 
distance of 325.8 feet, thence right 90 degrees, a distance of 16.5 
feet, thence l e f t 63 degrees and 40 minutes a distance of 284.5 feet, 
thence right 63 degrees and 40 minutes a distance of 365.25 feet, thence 
right 61 degrees, a distance of 600 feet, thence right 
30 degrees a distance of 580 feet to the place of beginning, a l l i n 
said Saline County, Nebraska and containing 16.978 acres, more or 
les s , also described as Lots 19 and 9, being a part of the Southwest 
Quarter (SW%) of the Southwest Quarter (SŴ )̂ of Section Twenty-seven 
(27) Township Eight (8) Range Four (4), 

Except a parcel of land described as follows: 

Commencing at a point on the southwest corner of Section Twenty-seven 
(27), Township Eight (8) North, Range Four (4) East, thence easterly 
along the south l i n e of Section Twenty-seven (27), a distance of 426 
feet, thence northerly 90 degrees l e f t a distance of 33 feet to the 
point of beginning; thence continuing northerly on the same l i n e a 
distance of 120 feet, thence easterly 90 degrees right a distance of 
176 feet, thence southerly 90 degrees right a distance of 40 feet, 
thence easterly 90 degrees l e f t a distance of 151 feet, thence southerly 
90 degrees right a distance of 80 feet, thence westerly 90 degrees 
right a distance of 327 feet to the place of beginning. 
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY 

Phone 402/432-2793 

October 8, 1976 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the In t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
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STATE OF NEBRASKA 
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1500 R STREET 
LINCOLN. N E B R A S K A 68508 

Dear Mr. Murtagh: 

On behalf of the Nebraska State H i s t o r i c Preservation Board 
we are endorsing the following nomination for your consideration 
to the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places: 

1. Jesse C. Bickle House 

I f there are any questions conceming the nomination, please 
l e t us know. 

Sincerely, 

Marvin F, Kivett 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

MFK;psb 
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National Park Service 
Department of the Inter i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

^CElVEo 

V 

Please find enclosed the verbal boundary description requested i n 
regard to the Jesse Bickle House/The Maples. 

I f there are any further questions regarding this nomination please 
f e e l free to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

Marvin F. Kivett 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation Officer 

MFK:lab 
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Nebraska City vicinity 
Otoe County 

FreiBont 
Dodge County 

Homer vicinity 
Dakota County 

Crete vicinity 
Saline County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward Zorinsky 
Bon. Carl T. Curtis 
Bon. Charles Thone 

Regional Director, Midwest Region 

880 Mott/js 12/2/77 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Marvin F. Kivett 
Director, Kebraska State 
Historical Society 

1500 R Street 
Lincoln, Kebraska 66508 



NR Dat a S heet 
DATE: 

Reviewer INITIALS: . 

(3 DOE 

NOV 2 3 1977 

N A M E A S IT APPEAPS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: B l c k l e , Jesse C , House (The Maples) 

OTHER KA>^:S: 

L O C A T I O N : 
sTMETft NUMBER w of Crete off NE 33 

OTT. TOWN 

STATE N e b r a s k a 31 
Crete 

CONGRtSblONAlOISTBlCT I s t 

,cooNTY code 

S a l i n e - 151 

O W N E R OF P R O P E R T Y i (Circle) ^^^^^f^vAT^) STATE LOCAL GOVT MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY N A M E ) : 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N . A T L A N T I C MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST (^Tf iPwisgV^ 

SOOTmjEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VIEST P A C I F I C NORTm-ffiST 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR XTERIOR ;NVIRONS 

CONDITION 

A C C E S S -

_ S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 t . S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 
\in)cnovm - 4 unknovm,-5 unknown -6 

— not a p p l i c a b l e - 7 _ not a p p l i c a b l e - 8 _ Kct a r p l i c a b l G - 9 

• ^ I n t e r i o r , mrrnjidnrj nn'r1r»iir not in tacc-O—w^u/ >yt<eo»«'t-<>^^ 

U f ^ l G I N A L SITE —EXCEUENT 

—GOOD 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

—Unexcavateii 

— J U N A L T E R E O 

• •ALTERED 

—Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

—MOVED 
—Unknown 

historic district *> 
s - r e s t r i c t e d / Yes-unrestricted No access 

YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES Cm) 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTOPJC LAIIDMARK? 

I F Y E S , NAME: 

NO 

YES 

Saved ? HO A D A P T I V E U S E ; 

F U N C T I O N (S); (use vocabulary words) 

then- ^ ^ ;o*»/e; 

now-

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

—ARCHEOLOUYPREHISTORIC 
—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
—AGRICULTURE 

/ARCHITECTURE 
—ART 

I ^ O M M E R C E 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 

-CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

-EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

_^XPLOBATION 

"^INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

f i r s t ' - ' YES NO 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION entertainment 
— L A w / G o v ' t / p o l l t i c s —SCIENCE hea l t h 
-UTERATURE _ r e c r e a t l o n 
—MILITARY —sooAUHUMANiTARiAN .^Settlement 
—MUSIC _ s o c l o / c u l t u r a l 
—PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION urban & coinmun 

POUTICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFYI p l a n n i n g 

'*oldest'- YES NO *'onlyl? YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! C^«^Pei4-C€t^ Gtd-xHvc 

architect/m .builde r: 
>^ engineer; 

landscap̂ garden designer: ] artist/artisan: 
interior decorator* I ^..-u / 

v̂ uidior. j builder/contractor; 
ETHNIC GROUP: 

N A M E S ; p^^onal /<ooe ^ ///tftf-z/apr)' . / d ^ / i - ^ - /^-^.-^A^r* 
(label role ' y ^ L y 

& /•*'^*»r ̂ >,.M*v>̂  
appropriate date) 

events 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE ( ^ S T A T E y ' LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

t OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY: 

A C R E A G E , * (to nearest tenth of an acre) 

C O M M E N T S : (include architectural Information here) 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : ( m a x i m u m two sentences) 


