
Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

NEBRASKA 

HALL 
F O R N P S U S E O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

GRAND ISLAND FCC MONITORING STATION 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ; 

id/2. 

2. LOCATION 

a ^5j:iOi!A' AA 

S T R E E T A N C N U M B E R : 

5 MILES WEST OF GRAND ISLAND NRAR STATR SPim Ljn 
C I T Y 'OR TOWN 

GRAND ISLAND x ^ ^ . • 

_ NEBRASKA 
fa. CLASSIFICATION 

C O D E COUNTY: 

HALL ^JTJL 

z 
o 

u 

a: 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g 

Effl S i te • St ructure 

• O b i e c t 

• P u b l i c 

• P r i v o t e 

• Bo th 

U.S.GOVT. 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

1 1 In P r o c e s s 

[ 1 B e i n g C o n s i d e r e d 

3 O c c u p i e d 

1 1 U n o c c u p i e d 

1 1 P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

a No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

C o m m e r c i a l 

[ I E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ I En te r ta inment 

[ X Government 

O Indus t r ia l 

IA) M i l i t a r y 

Museum 

• Park 

I 1 P r i v a t e R e s i d e n c e 

m R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

1 1 Transportation (HI Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

! 4 . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

OJ 

C O 

O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P. 0. BOX 1588 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

GRAND ISLAND ,, NEBRASKA 
5. LOCATfON OF L E G A L DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ; 

OFFICE OF REGISTER OF DEEDS, HALL COUNTY COURTHOUSE 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

LOCUST AND FIRST STREETS 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

GRAND ISUND NEBRASKA 

U REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

688()i 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

NONEwOF RECORD 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : • F e d e r a l • State • C o u n t y • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R ; 

CITY OR TOWN: 

o 
z 



\7 DESCRtPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

[x l E x c e l l e n t • G o o d • F a i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

fChecfc O n e ; 

• A l t e r e d | ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

FCC Monitoring Station consisting of 200 total acres in one parcel 
with one large two-story iinpairted brick and asi>halt-shingled building 
with detached garage of similar construction, and with smaller auxili­
ary buildings nearby.^ The original monitoring room contained 2000 
square feet of floor space, and rooms for dormitories, kitchen, work­
shop, storage batteries, motor generator and switchboards were provided. 
This building was constructed from plans and specifications prepared by 
the Navy Department, Bureau of Yards and Docks with the ground breaking 
in October 19Zf.\ The original site comprised 50 ̂ ci^Si; and was the • 
first monitoring station constructed for the exclusive use of the pre­
decessor of the Federal Communications Commission, namely, the Federal 
Radio Commission vhieh was authorized in an act approved February 23, 
1927.y 

m 
m 

70 

n 

o 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! CH 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th Cen tu ry • 17th Cen tu ry 

' • 18th Cen tu ry 

• 19th Centu ry 

E 20th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATECS) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate) 

A b o r Ig ina l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

j 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

I I E n g i n e e r i n g 

I I Industry 

I I I r tvent ion 

r~] L a h d s c o p e -

A r c h i t e c t u r e ' 

1 I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

[3] S c i e n c e 

I I Scu lp tu re J 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i ta r ian 

[ I Theo te r 

I I T ranspo r ta t i on 

i I Urban P l a n n i n g 

• Other f S p e c i f y ; 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

F i r s t United States Radio Monitoring Statipn and sit e . Construction 
completed in 1930 near the geographical center of the 48 contiguous 
states. Transferred to the FCC by passage of the Communications Act of 
1934 as part of President Roosevelt's "New Deal". At the time of the 
construction of this building there were nine radio d i s t r i c t headquarters 
in various parts of the United States. At the present time there are Zk 
radio distidcts and 19 monitoring stations. In July 1911 there were two 
radio inspectors, one i n New York and one in San Francisco, who were 
responsible for the inspection of ship radio installations. These o r i g i ­
nal two inspectors have increased u n t i l , at the present time, there are 
approximately 420 employees of the Field Engineering Bureau who are con­
cemed with the various aspects of monitoring. Frequency coverage i n 
1927 extended from 10 to 30,000 KHz i n contrast to the frequency range 
today to more than 30,000,000 kHz. The latest figures i n the Annual 
Report to Congrees issued by the FCC shows that there are raore than 
7,948 broadcast stations (radio and TV), 1,745,709 stations (using 
8,858,222 licensed transmitters) in the Safety and Spacial Radio Services 
2,523 CATV systems in addition to the telephone and telegraih f a c i l i t i e s 
which are under the jurisdiction of the Commission. In the past 20 years 
i t i s estimated that transmitters i n operati£»n have increased raore than 
50 times. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

CORNER 

NW 
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LATITUDE 

Degrees Min utes Seconds 
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LONGITUDE 
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AND ITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERT Y 
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STATE : CODE COUNTY: 

Vt 

CODE -i 

NAME AND TITLE : 

Hobant W. Johnson, Cpief, Engineering and Fa · 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

FCC Field En June .1'3, 1972 
STREET AND NUMBER : ' -

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Washington D.C 2 
l~Ui!Niffi W!.a'~'t~ @ff.,~ ¢l?R'ilff f¢~Wl96 . . . NAT!PN~.p 8$$1$]sR M$RlF'i¢Affii01Nl t 

e eral Representative 
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Se rvice . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is : 

National ~ State D Local D 

Date __.f~-.._.dl'------=-J'.--=.A~.-----

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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'Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

NEBRASKA 
C O U N T Y 

HALL 
F O R NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

JAN 1 6 B>3 

E 
:OMMON: GRAND ISLAND FCC MONTTORTNG .qTATinW 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

fa. LOCATKWT 

u 

oc 

«/> 
z 

IU 
l i i 

i>. >^'- .,.,.f>,...t. 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

5 MLES WEST OF GRAND ISLAND NEAR STATE SPUR Uj^n 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

GRAND ISLAND 

NEBRASKA 6Rao,i 
C O U N T Y : 

HALL 

ABBOTT QUADRANGLE, US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY MAP 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 0 0 0 

1962 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 





INVENTORY FORM OF HISTORIC PLACES 

Agency: Fecieral Communications Commission Date: 12/29/71 
>6i 

1. Name of property: Grand Island FCC Monitoring Sta^^ ^^C^/rnA> 

2. Location of property: pi( ** 
A. State and County: Nebraska, Hall County A'\ !!jAT/r^ Ai 

B. Latitude and Longitude: 40° 55' 27" N. Lat. '^:? 
(Main Building) 98° 26' 03" W. Long. X ? / - ^ ^ ^ ^ 

C. Township, Range & Section: 80 acres In Section 16 immediately 
adjoining 120 acres In Section 15; both of Township 11 North, 
Range 10 west of the 6th p r i n c i p a l meridian 

D. Other legal description: FCC Monitoring Station 

E. Map Reference: Abbott Quadrangle, Nebraska - H a l l County 
7.5 minutes series (topographic). United States Department 
of the I n t e r i o r , Geological Survey 

3. Nature of Property: 
A. D i s t r i c t ( ) Site (X) Buildings (X) Object ( ) 

B. Description, present condition and use: FCC Monitoring Station 
In excellent condition; presently used for f i x e d , long range 
dir e c t i o n finding, especially In cases of safety of l i f e and 
property, and as a base for both fixed and mobile radio monitoring 
to enforce e x i s t i n g U.S. Radio Laws, as well as International 
Treaties, Regulations, or Agreements related to radio matters. 
Consists of a t o t a l of 200 acres In one parcel with one large two 
story unpainted brick and asphalt shingled building (built- 1930) 
with detached garage of similar construction and with smaller 
a u x i l i a r y buildings. 

4. Importance of Property: F i r s t U.S. Radio Monitoring Station and s i t e . 
Construction completed i n 1930 under the Radio Division of the Depart­
ment of Commerce near the geographical center of the 48 contiguous 
states. Transferred to the FCC by passage of the Communications Act 
of 1934 as part of President Roosevelt's "New Deal." 

5. Names and addresses of persons preparing t h i s Inventory: 

Hobart W. Johnson 
Chief, Engineering and F a c i l i t i e s D i v i s i o n 
Room 738 1919 M Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20554 
Telephone 202-632-7593 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

A D D R E S S A L L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

T O T H E S E C R E T A R Y 

I N R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

January 3, 1972 

Mr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. ?.0006 

Dear Mr. Mullen: 

,t>\ !J'JA> 

A ^ /frh^ %x 
l A ^ur o 

XA '^^^m 
A'A 

I am enclosing an Inventory Form of Historic Places for the 
Federal Communications Commission involving the Grand Island 
Monitoring Station, Grand Island, Nebraska. This was the 
f i r s t U.S. Monitoring S-tation and i s s t i l l in use. 

I believe, that, to the best of my knowledge, this i s the only 
historic place relating to communications that i s under the 
jurisdiction of the federal government. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 

Enclosure 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

ADDRESS A L L COMMUNICATIONS 
TO THE SECRETARY 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

March 17, 1972 

Mr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Airijr^X 

Dear Mr. Mullen: 

I am enclosing a copy of my request to Mr. Marvin F. 
Kivett requesting that he institute an investigation as to 
the e l i g i b i l i t y of the Grand Island Monitoring Station of the 
Federal Communications Commission as a National Historic Place, 

I shall inform you when I receive his answer. 

Sincerely yours 

Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 

Enclosure 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D .C. 20554 

March 17, 1972 

TO THE SCCRKTARV 

IN REPLY W r C R TO: 

AOORESS ALL COMMUWCATIOM 

V /. .»>... • 
J^ 

•i 

Mr. Marvin F. Kivett 
Director 
The Nebraska State Historical Society 
1500 R Street 
Lincoln; Nebraska 685O8 

.̂ 
Dear Mr, Kivett: 

In December 1971 an Inventory Form was completed which 
nominated the Grand Island Monitoring Station of the Federal Com­
munications Commission as a Hational Historic Place in accordance 
with the Nationa] Historic Preservation Act of I966 and Executive 
Order 11593- The form was submitted to the Chief, Branch of 
Registration, National Park Service on January 3. 1972 (see en­
closures). 

I am enclosing a 5" x 7" photograph of the building and 
si t e , and mailing to you under separate cover, the Geological 
Survey map for the Abbott Quadrangle, Nebraska with the location 
of the monitoring station indicated thereon.* 

W i l l you please institute an investigation concerning 
the e l i g i b i l i t y of this site for nomination as a National His­
toric Place and notify me of your determination? If you need 
further information, please contact me. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

1: 

icerely yoj^rs,^ 

A lAy^ 
Sincerely yq^ 

Ben F. Wapl/ 
Secretary 

Enclosures 
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• * * EXECUTIVE BOARD h' i / : . 
ELECTED MEMBERS 

\. R. OWENS, PRESIDENT LOUP CITY 
lAMES A. RAWLEY, 1ST V.P LINCOLN 
M E L L I E SNYDER YOST, 2ND V P NORTH PLATTE 
!\RTHUR CARMODY, TREASURER j.fR^WTOJir . 
.1ARVIN F. KIVETT, SECRETARY | LINCOtfJ • ' 
: D W I N J . FAULKNER ]. LINCOLN 
/lAURICE S. HEVELONE ( BEATRICE 
1. J . ISAACSON i . . .OMAHA 
3TT0 KOTOUC, JR JHUMBOLDT , 
RANK LATENSER ' OM, 

; H A R L E S W. MARTIN I, 
: H A R L E S C. OSBORNE 
VARREN C.WOOD 

MARVIN F. KIVETT 
DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
EX-OFFICIO 

J. JAMES EXON. GOVERNOR ; 
STATE OF NEBRASKA . ' 

DURWARD B. VARNER. PRESIDENT i ' 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 

PAUL W. WHITE, CHIEF JUSTICE 
OF THE SUPREME COURT OF NEBRASKA 

JOHN EDGECOMBE, PRESIDENT OF 
THE NEBRASKA PRESS ASSOCIATION 

1500 R STREET 
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68808 

March 22, 1972 

Mr. Ben F. Waple, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20554 

RECEIVED 
m 28 1372 

OFRCE OF T^E SECR^^^^ 

Dear Mr. Waple: 

In accordance with your request, we have reviewed the nomination 
of the Grand Island Monitoring Stat ion of the Federal Communications 
Commission for possible nomination to the National Register of H is to r i c 
Places. At the present time we would discourage you from making such a 
nomination. V 

According to the c r i t e r i a and procedures set forth by the National 
Park Serv ice, a s i t e that has achieved s ign i f icance within the past 
50 years shal l not be considered e l i g i b l e for the National Register 
unless i t has exceptional importance in American History. 

The Grand Island Monitoring S ta t ion , having been completed in 1930, 
does not meet the c r i t e r i a of age and, in our opin ion, i t does not 
possess exceptional importance in American h is tory . We would thus 
suggest that the nomination be delayed unt i l the s i t e has reached i t s 
50 year maturi ty. 

If there are any questions or i f we can be of any fur ther ass i s ­
tance, please l e t us know. 

S incere ly , 

Pers i j s Kolberg 
Curator of H is to r i c S i tes 

PK:jg 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

A D D R E S S A L L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

T O T H E S E C R E T A R Y 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

5000 
March 30, 1972 

Mr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
801 19th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Mullen: 

IJJj ^ . iWZ 

J^ NAT 10hi ^: /O/ 

' t 

This i s i n further reference to my letter of March 17, 1972 in 
which I notified you of my intention to request that Mr. Marvin 
F. Kivett of the Nebraska'Historical Society institute an i n ­
vestigation as to the e l i g i b i l i t y of the FCC Grand Island Moni­
toring Station as a National Historical Place. 

I am enclosing a copy of a reply I have recently received from 
the Nebraska State Historical Society. As indicated, the opinion 
stated therein i s that a site less than 50 years old shall not be 
considered eligible for the National Register unless i t has excep­
tional importance in American History. 

At the last meeting of the State and Federal Liaison Officers there 
was some discussion of e l i g i b i l i t y for sites less than 50 years old 
but I do not recall that any determination ves made of the course to 
be followed in those cases. 

In light of the determination i n the attached letter w i l l you please 
inf ontl me of any further steps that should be taken in this matter at 
this time? 

Sincerely yours, 

4^ /' 
Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 

Enclosure 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

May 17. 1972 

Mr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
1101 L:. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Mullen: 

A D D R E S S A L L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

T O T H E S E C R E T A R Y 

.Y REFER TO: 

>-

AA^^ -AX 

3 JAI \A\ 

t^£G\bit- A:'y 

In your consideration of the nomination of the Grand Island Monitoring 
Station of the Federal Communications Commission for e l i g i b i l i t y as a 
National Historical Place the following information may be of help. 

The art of radio communication as we know i t today i s relatively new. 
The f i r s t radio legislation was passed by Congress in 1910 and approved 
by the President on June 24, 1910. This action required radio apparatus 
and radio operators on certain passenger-carrying vessels of the United 
States and foreign countries. On July 11, 1911 the Radio Service of the 
Department of Commerce and Labor was organized with two radio inspectors, 
one in New York and one in San Francisco to give f u l l attention to marine 
radio inspections inasmuch as the Radio Act of 1910 was applicable only to 
marine radio. The f i r s t act to regulate radio communications in the United 
States was passed on August 13, 1912. 

The Federal Radio Commission was created by a Congressional Act approved 
February 23, 1927. There were then nine radio d i s t r i c t headquarters in 
various parts of the United States. At the present time there are 24 radio 
d i s t r i c t s and nineteen monitoring stations of the Federal Communications 
Commission. The original two inspectors in 1911 have increased u n t i l , at 
the present time, there are approximately 420 employees of the Field 
Engineering Bureau. 

In the annual report of the Chief of the Radio Division to the Secretaiy 
of Commerce for Fiscal Year 1929, i t i s stated that the department was 
authorized, in an act approved February 21, 1929, to purchase a suitable 
site and to contract for the construction of a building for installation 
of the necessary equipment for use as a "constant-frequency" monitoring radio 
station together with authorized roadway, power and other f a c i l i t i e s at a 
cost not to exceed $50,000. The original site at Grand Island, Nebraska 
comprised 50 acres and was the f i r s t monitoring station constructed for 
exclusive use of the predecessor of the Commission. The Navy Department, 
Bureau of Yaxxls and Docks prepared the plans and specifications for the 
building. The original monitoring room contained 2000 square feet of floor 
space, aid rooms for dormitories, kitchen, workshop, storage batteries, 
motor generator and switchboards were provided. Frequency coverage 



Mr. Robert J. Mullen i 2 -

extended from 10 - 30,000 kHz. The station permitted frequency measure­
ments at the fixed point both above and below the broadcast band while 
heretofore measurements were provided only in the broadcast band in test 
cars. The measuring service was provided to commercial and private sta­
tions as well as to Govemment stations. I t was expected that this sta­
tion would become valuable and through analysis of received signal charac­
t e r i s t i c s , to make possible the maximum intensive use throughout the world 
of the radio spectrum. I t is estimated that there are now more than 50 
times as many transmitters using the spectrum as there were twenty years 
ago. The latest figures in the Commission's Annual Report to Congress 
shows that, in the United States, there were 7948 broadcast s-tations (radio 
and TV), 1,745,709 stations (using 8,858,222 licensed transmitters) in the 
Safety and Special Radio Services, 2573 CATV systems in addition to the 
telephone and telegraph f a c i l i t i e s which are also under the jurisdiction . 
of the Commission. 

Today the around-the-clock monitoring of the radio spectrum makes certain 
that these transmissions are up to technical standards. Monitoring sta­
tions are used to detect unlicensed or nonconforming transmissions, trace 
and assist in eliminating interference, aid in public safety work, parti­
cipate in the national search and rescue plans, determining the positions 
of ships and aircraft in distress by their radio signals. And the Grand 
Island Monitoring Station^ role i n this process continues. 

Sincerely yours 

Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 

"X," .J.Z 





FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

A D D R E S S A L L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

T O T H E S E C R E T A R Y July 27, 1972 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O ; 

5000 

Mr. Robert J. Mullen 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Park Service 
Departinent of Interior 
1100 L Street, N. W. 
V/ashington, D. C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Mullen: 

On June 13, 1972, I wrote a letter to Mr. Marvin F, Kivett, 
Director of the Nebraska State Historical Society, in Lincoln, 
Nebraska. To date I have not received a reply. Have you received 
a i ^ correspondence regarding this matter? Would like very much 
to have this cleared up so the F.C.C, could receive of f i c i a l 
notification from yovir office of the ncanination of the Grand 
Island Monitoring Station as a National Histoidc Place, 

Enclosed is the map and photo necessaiy for the carapletion of the 
nomination. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben F, Waple 
Secretary 

Enclosures 





FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

August 22, 1972 A D D R E S S A L L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

T O T H E S E C R E T A R Y 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

5000 

Mr. Robert J, Mullen 
Chief, Branch of Registration 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
1100 L Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C, 20006 

Dear Mr. Mullen: 

Enclosed i s a copy of a letter dated August 2, 1972, from Mr. Mar-vin F, Kivett, 
Director of the Nebraska State Historical Society i n Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Mr, Kivett indicates that the Grand Island Nebraska Monitoring Station was 
approved for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places by the 
Nebraska Histoidc Preservation Review Board on April l l i , 1972, If you now 
have a l l of the infonnation you need, w i l l you please see that I receive o f f i c i a l 
notification from your office of the nomination of the Grand Island Monitoring 
S-tation as a National Historic Place. 

Sincerely yours. 

Ben F, Waple 
Secretary 

Enclosiire 

It 

: 4 
iACrn/r. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
N A T I O N A L P A R K SERVICE 
W A S H I N G T O N , D.C. 2024O 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

H34-PHR 

RECEIVED 
S£P 18 1972 

F. c. a 
OFFICE or . THE M C R C T A R Y 

/f 
Mr. Ben Waple 
Secretary 
Federal Communications 
Commission 

Washington, D. C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Waple: 

Your letter of August 22, 1972 advised us of the approval by the State 
Liaison Officer of Nebraska of your nomination to the National Register 
of Historic Places of the Grand Island Monitoring Station. I am 
delighted to t e l l you that a l l papers necessary to process the nomination 
are now on hand, except one. 

In your previous correspondence you have sent us xerox, unsigned copies 
of the o f f i c i a l Inventory-Nomination Form (Form 10-300). Please send 
us the original and i n block 12, sign your name Snd date the signature. 
You may, i f you wish, change "State Liaison Officer" i n block 12 to 
"Federal Representative,." 

I notice the Postal Zip Code for Nebraska was used i n item 2, 4, and 5. 
We use those published by the General Service Administration i n "Geo­
graphical Location Codes". That for Nebraska i s 26; for Hall County 
i s 079. Please modify your original accordingly. 

Since we already possess a copy of the one-page Inventory Form dated 
December 29, 1971, and the four-page Inventory-Nomination, I am return­
ing the set you included in your letter of August 22, 1972. 

Sincer^y yours 

Jeryy L. Rogers 
Chief of Registration 

Enclosures 

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972 



• P e r m 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R . I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC P L A C E S 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

'(Type all entries — completo applicable sections) 

NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Grand Island FCC Monitoring Stat ion 
A N D ' O r i H I S T O R I C : 

Same 
2. LOCATION 

S T R t t T A N C N U M B E R : 

5 Miles West of Grand Island Near State Spur 430 
C I T Y O R T O W N ; 

Grand Island 
S T A T E 

Nebraska 68801 

C O U N T Y • 

H a l l 

3. CLASSIF ICAT ION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

n D i s t r i c t Q ) B u i l d i n g 

1X1 S i t e • S t ruc tu re 

• O b i e c t 

O W N E R S H I P 

• P u b l i c 

n P r i v o t e 

• Bo!b 

U.S. • 
Government 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

n In P r o c e s s 

I I Be'tn-g C o n s i d e r e d 

S T A T U S 

^ O c c u p i e d 

! I U n o c c u p i c i l 

1 I P r e s e r v o t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

• U n r e s t r i c t e d 

[g No 

P R E S E N T U S E C C h e c f c O n e o r . K o r c n s V l p p r o p r / n t e ; 

n A g r i c u l t u r a l 

I 1 C o m m e r c i o l 

I I E d u c a t i o n o l 

• E n t e r t a inment 

G o v e r n m e n t 

I I I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

I I M u s e u m 

• Pork 

r~l P r i v a t e R e s i d . n c , 

r~l R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

{ i Tronsportotion 

• Other (Speclly) 

I I C o m m e n t s 

O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Federal Communications Commission 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

P.O. Box 1588 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Grand Island 

{5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A ' L DESCRIPT ION 

S T A T E : 

Nebraska 68801 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R V O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Office of Register of Deeds, H a l l County Courthouse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Locust and F i r s t Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Grand Island 

6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN EXISTING S U R V E Y S 

Nebraska 68S01 

E3 
tl) 
ty 
H 

CO 

Cl 

o 
ffi c 
cu z 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

None of Record 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : P ] F e d e r a l P j Sto te Q C o u n t y CH L o c o l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S ; 

n 
z 

< 
z 
c z 
a 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R ; 

C I T V O R T O W N : 



7. D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION 
silent • Good • Foir 

(Check One) 

r~l • Deterioroted n ] R u i n s O U n e x p o s e d 

( C h o c k O n e ; 

O Altered [5| Unaltered 

(Check One) 

[71 Moved ( j ^ Originol Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Present (Original) 

FCC Monitoring Station consisting of.200 total acres in one parcel 
with one large two story unpainted brick and asphalt shingled building 
with detached garage of similar construction, and with smaller auxiliary 
bulldln.gs nearby. Hany t a l l wooden poles are arranged at the site to 
support "receiving and transmitting antennas of a number of types. A 
precision long range Adcock direction finder is located on the site. Many 
transmission lines and feeder wires cross the property between the buildings 
and the antennas. 

AAA 0 •• 
m 
m 

-I 

70 

CZ 

n 



^ . S IGNIF ICANCE 

PEHTOO (Check Onr Storo as Approptltile) ' 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n • Uth Ce ntury 

• I5<h C e n t u r y • 17fh C e n t u r y 

. O 18th C e n t u r y 

C e n t u r y 

CJJ- 20th Ct itory 

SPECIFIC OATElSi (ll Applicablr und Known) 

A R E A S O F S I G N I F I C A N C E ( C h e c l c O n e or .li'ore «» ^ / »p rop r i a fe^ 

A b o r i g i n o l Q E d u c o t i o n • n P o l i t i c o l 

Q P r e ) i i s t o r i c {J3 E n g i n t e r i n g n R e l i g i o n P h i . 

r~l H i s t o r i c r n Indus f ry l o s o p h y 

r n A g r i c u l t u r e [ i I n ven t i on • S c i e n c e 

f 1 A r c h i t e c l u r . Q L o n d s c o p e CZ S c u l p t u r e 

• A f t A r c h i l e c f o r e c S o c i o l Hurr ion-

C o m m e r c e {~1 L i t e r o t j r e i t o r i a n 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s • M i l i t a r y .— T h e o t e r 

L ] ] C o n s e r v o t i o n r i M u s t c •• 1 T r c n s p o r f c t i o n 

S T A T C M t N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

[71 Urbon Planning 

• I Other (Specify) 

z 
o 

U 

l/> 

z 

lU 

UJ 

CO 

F i r s t United States Eadlo Monitoring Station and s i t e . Construction 
completed i n 1930, under the Radio D i v i s i o n of the Department of 
Commerce, near the geographical center of the 48 contiguous states. 
Transferred to the FCC by passage of the Communications Act of 1934 as 
part of President Roosevelt 's "New D e a l . " 

^^riONAL 



9. .MAJOR BJBLIOG?>At'^HICAL >ReFCrENC£S 

98''26'07" 

•I . 
- 40°55'54" 

-i^0°55'^^l" 

- 4 0 ° 55'15" 
t I 

98''26'24" 98°25'50" 

\~\0. G E O G R A P H I C A L DATA S e e A b o v e D i a g r a m 
I . A T I T U : : ; K t . t i o L O N O M U C I E C O O R D I N A T C S 

O E F l N l ^ : G A H E c r i s - G L E L O C A T I > J C . •• <i: p n o P t f . T Y 

N-*V 

NE 

SE 

L A T n U C E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N C l T U C E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

l _ A T I T v i : ^ f c : A N t L '>;- . G I ^ ;JO£i" C O O R L M N - • . T s 

~ E F l ^ ^ ' ^ ; ^ T t - ' i " ^ " ! " " J : f :• r - 0 ' * : T o r A = > R O ' p r R T v 

L r. i : • r • -. • ; 1 K M r, O r, E S 

A T i T U O E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

O • ' • 

• L O N C n u D E 

O e g i e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C H T A G E O F N O M I N A T t : t l r ' R O P E R T Y : -20.0 
. L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O F i P R O P E R T I E S O V t P L / . I ^ P I N G S T A T E O R C O ' J N - V B O U N D A R I E S 

c o ' J N r Y 

NA 
3 

C D O N T Y : 

'S s • 
C O U N T Y : 

FORM P R E P A R E D BY 
N A M E A N D "I I T L E : 

Hobart W. Johnson, Chief, Engineering and F a c i l i t i e s D i v i s i o n 

ORQ ANI 2 A T I ON 

FCC FieId Engineering Bureau 
S T R C r . T A N D N U M B E R ; ' 

Room 738 1919 M Street , N . W. 

D A T E 

Deceiflber 29, 1971 

C I T Y o n T O V . f : ; 

Washington, D. C. 
12. S T A T E LIAISON O F F I C E R C E RT IFICA I ION 

As the designated State L ia i son Off icer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservotion Act of IQ'i'^i (Publ ic I.iiw 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procecturcs set 

forth by the National Park Service. The reco:nr.iended 

leve l of significance of this nomination is: 

National State L o c a l • 

N a m e 

Tit l t ; 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER V E R I F I C A T I O N 

1 hereby cert ify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief. OHice ot Atchcolo(,y and Hi.-,toric I'rcservation 

Date 

A T T K ST: 

Keeper ot Tho i \u l iona l Re^^isler 



F E D E R A L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S C O M M I S S I O N 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

September 19, 1972 *^^A:AA.A:A 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Mr. Jerry L. Rogers H34--PHR 
Chief of Registration 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Washington, D. C. 2024-0 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

Re your letter of September 13, 1972. I am enclosing the 

original signed copy of National Register of Historic 

Places Inventory - Nomination Form (Fonn 10-300). 

Sincerely yours, ^ 

Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 

AJi£ii 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

January 5, 1973 
A D D R E S S A L L C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

T O T H E S E C R E T A R Y 

IN R E P L Y R E F E R T O : 

5000 

Mr, Jerry L. Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
U, S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D, C, 

Dear Mr, Rogers: 

Enclosed i s a copy of your letter dated September I3, 
1972 and a copy of my letter dated September 19, 1972. 
Just a note of inquiry. When may I expect to receive 
o f f i c i a l notification of the Grand Island Monitoring 
Station as a National Historic Place? I am quite 
anxious to receive this notification i n order to notify 
Chairman Dean Burch of this honor. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben F, Waple 
Secretary 

Enclo s'ures 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE dgBKASKA 

Date Entered 
JAN 1 6 1973 

Name Location 

Grwid Xsland FOC mnlt&eiag Station €tr«iid Xslaad ^zzi^.^nz^ 
Hftll Oounty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Michael J. Mansfield 

BOB. L M M«tealf 
non, Danrid x. Martin 

Director, Midwest Region 

PHR NRowlandrmm 1/15/72 

Stat* Liaiam Officer 
Nr. Marvin F. Kivatt 
Diraeter 
Iba Hajaoraaka st̂ ita Biatorieai Sooiaty 
15C0 R Straat 
Iiine&ln, liabrairtca 68506 



Pi 
ta 

\ f V 

H34~PHR 

A-' 
JAN '.iU mi 

Mr. Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 
Federal Cocjmuaicatlons Conailssion 
iiJashinj^ton, D.C. 20554 

Dear Mr. Waple: 

Thank you for your receat letter of inquiry conceming the status of 
the Federal Coamutiication Co&miisalon's nomination ef tha Grand Island 
>ionitoring Station to the National Pieglster. ?»'e are pleased to 
advise you chat the Grand Island Houitorlng Station was entered In 
the Hational Reirlater on January 16, 1973. 

Ttie Federal Cojamuuicatioas Covsmisslon Is especially to be COTsssended 
for ejtpediting the Grand Island Monitoring Station nomination, and we 
ara looking forward to reviewing more of your nominations. Tbe 
National Register staff ha-s recently been expanded, aad we hope now 
to be able to process nominations at a isore rapid rate as well as to 
provide additional assistance to Federal agencies in implementing the 
Executive Order. 

^ Enclosed are copies of the new blue 10-306 noaination forms \^hlch 
t-< have been printed expeeially for Federal agencies and which you 
Q should use iu preparin?^ future noialnations. You w i l l note that the 
g oaly change i s in the certification block which has been altered for 
•< signature by the Federal itepreeentative with advisory signature by 
g the appropriate State Liaison Officer. 

tA 

l j \5e .appreciate your cooperation in impleiTienting Executive Ordar 11593. 

Sincerely yours, 

<! 
PQ 

CO 

^ Chief of BsHistration 
O rH 

a 
•H 

5̂  ̂  Enclosures 
o o 

to 

Jerry L. Rogers 
Chief of Begisti 
Mational Register 

g % Mr. Marvin F. Kivatt, Director, The Nebraska State Historical Society, 
^ ^ 1500 R Street, Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 w/cy inc 

Director, Midwest Region w/cy inc 
LI - Mr. Winge 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 20554 

February 2 , 1973 ADDRESS A L L COMMUNICATIONS 

TO THE SECRETARY 

I 1 V / IN REPLY REFER TO: 

A' ' 5000 Your Ref: H34-PHR 
z ~ 

Mr. Jerry L, Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
U, S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

Dear Mr, Rogers: 

Thank you for your letter advising that the Grand Island 
Monitoring Station was listed as a National Historic place 
and was entered in the National Register on January 16, 1973. 

VJe would appreciate i t i f you possibly could issue two o f f i ­
c i a l documents or certificates stating the fact that the 
Grand Island Monitoring Station i s considered an historical 
place and that i t is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

We would like the above documents so that we may have one 
posted here at the Commission and the other at the Grand 
Island Monitoring Station, 

Also, we understand that the l i s t i n g of the monitoring 
station in the National Register w i l l be coming out in 
paper back soon and we would like at least ^ ^ ^ ^ g j j ^ ^ j j B i f i ^ 
of that publication. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ben F. Waple 
Secretary 

fez(-



FEB 14 B73 

I'Sr. Ben F. 'fiapl̂ ; 
Secretary 
FaUeral Cosstunications Coffsnission 
Washington, D. C. 20554 

Dear ttr. Waple: 

Irs response to your risQuest fer an official document indicating 
the placaMnt of Grand Island ?;onitorin=:? Station on the National 
register we reoret that we have no such iJoca'neRt at this t1w?e. 
Howsver. we arc planning to protiuce a,n apDrcprlate certificate 
sofa6tl3© in the n«>ar future and this will .be sent to ovmers of 
those properties previously entered on the Register. SeRe states 
Issue their own certificates. Yeu flight wish to contact the State 
Liaison Officer In Mebraska, %. Msrvin F. Kivett. to fifvi oat if 
a certificate is availaLls. Th# a4drc:ss is director. The rietraska 
State Historical SoGlety^ ISOC k Stre^st, Lincoln, f^s&raska 6BS^}v. 

The Grand Island Monitoring Station HIII he listed in the Fsbruary 
issus of tne Federal Register. v>hs-n that issus is pr1r:ted we will 
be pltased to fflaif you Ti copies. 

SiRCi:rely yours. 

/ j / 
AA 

Oarry L. Rogers 
Chief of Registration 
Iiational Register 

cc: 
Hr. Marvin F. Kivett, Director, The Nebraska State Historical 

Society, 1500 R Street, Lincoln, .-lebraska GS508 - v//cy inc 
Director, Midwest Region - w/cy inc 
LI - Mr. Winge 
PHR - w/cy inc 

FNP:RGreenberg:rls 2/13/73 
BASIC FILES RETAINED IN PHR 


