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1. N A M E 
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a a a ^ A q u i l a C n u r f T ^ n i T H i n g 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

1615 Howard Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Omaha 

[sT CLASSIFICATION' 

Nebraska 31 Douglas ma. 
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C A T E G O R Y 
CChecfc One; 

• District [3 Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Publ ic 

Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

[ I In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

STATUS 

[ 3 Occupied 

I 1 Unoccupied 

Q Preservation work 

in progress 
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^ Unrestricted 

• No 
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Q : Museum 

• Park 

E Private Residence 

I I Rel igious 

1 I Scientific 

I I Transportation CH Comments 

• Other (Specify) 

l i i s p W N E R O F P R 5 P E R T Y 

lli 

O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
Union Casualty Company 

C l T Y O R T O W N : 
1615 Howard Street 

..Omaha.. 
5 . L O C A T T O N O F L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

..Nebraska 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

Register of Deeds, Douglas Countv Courthouse 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

18th and Farnam Streets 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Omaha 
ftEPRESFN rAT lON IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

T l t U E O F S U R V E Y : 

H i s t o r i c Preservation i n Nebraska 
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1500 "R" Street 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Lincoln 

Nebraska*^ 

Nebr, 

This nomination i s located i n the second Nebraska Congressional 
D i s t r i c t 



17. DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Checit One) 

B E x c e l l e n t • Good Q F a i r • D e t e r i o r a t e d • R u i n s • U n e x p o s e d 

fChecfc Orte) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d H O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Aquila Court Building occupies the entire half block on the south 
side of Howard Street between 16th and 17th Streets. This s i t e i s on the 
southern fringes of Omaha's business d i s t i r c t . 

The building's Howard and 16th Street facades are four s t o r i e s , and 
are faced i n Bedford lime stone. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l character i s d i s t i n c t l y 
Renaissance, although adapted to a coimnercial s e t t i n g . 

U-shaped i n plan, the building i s focused around a central courtyard. 
The t r a n s i t i o n to this inner court i s made by a change i n material. A l l 
i n t e r i o r facing walls are red b r i c k , which creates a warmer atmosphere. An 
arcade encompasses the court serving as a screen and protected walkway for 
the surrounding businesses. I t i s entered from 17th Street through an arch 
and colonade. The building's east entrance i s d i r e c t l y o f f the elevator 
lobby. O r i g i n a l l y patterned after an I t a l i a n formal garden, the gold f i s h 
pool, murmuring waters, stone paths, and numerous plants created a uniquely 
serene atmosphere i n contrast to i t s urban environment. The court not only 
provides a prestigious shop se t t i n g but also gives the inner o f f i c e s an ex­
posure to l i g h t and natural v e n t i l a t i o n . I t also serves as a buffer be­
tween the north r e t a i l - o f f i c e wing and the south apartment wing. 

The south wing i s comprised of court-level r e t a i l spaces and second-
story studio apartments. The apartments are two-story units with a bedroom 
balcony and clerestory l i v i n g room space which overlooks the court. The 
apartments are entered through the court and provide a t r a n s i t i o n from c i t y ­
scape to .residential atposphere^.. ^ 

In 1927 the cpupt was extensively altered. I t was completely surfaced 
with split-marble slabs. The verdant pools and canals were replaced with 
modern fountains and a large ornamental wkterwheel. This renovation was 
stimulated by future plans to convert the court to an outdoor dining area. 
The court, however, s t i . l l possesses much of i t s o r i g i n a l qui,et charm. 
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S I G N I F I C A N C E 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Aquila Court Building, conceived and designed i n Chicago, was a 
rea l estate venture of Charles and Raymond Cook, Chicago c a p i t a l i s t s . . 
Being the f i r s t building which they had commissioned, i t was to be an i d e a l 
prototype containing o f f i c e s , small ground l e v e l shops, and several town 
houses. Raymond Cook, the main promoter, i n s i s t e d on an i n t e r i o r court 
s i m i l a r i n design to the I t a l i a n gardens he had seen i n his hoin« town, 
Chicago. Landscape gardening was his hobby and Mr. Cook personally suj-er-
vised the courts layout and planting. 

Aquila Court i s the resul t of an enlightened c l i e n t working with arch­
i t e c t s possessing mature s k i l l s . This commission was one of the l a s t 
received by Holabird and Roche, the prominent Chicago architecture firm. 
I t was under construction the same year that William Holabird died, 1923. 

Holabird and Roche are considered as lesser members of the Chicago 
School. However, they did play an important role i n developing a modern 
archi t e c t u r a l approach to America's r i s i n g industrialism and commercialism. 
Along with their teacher, William LeBaron Jenney, they are t i e d strongly 
with the development of the skyscraper. They introduced riveted s t e e l con­
str u c t i o n , which greatly improved the speed and ef f i c i e n c y of skyscraper 
erection. Their firm was one of the f i r s t to set up along the lines of a 
modern arc h i t e c t u r a l o f f i c e , with personnel including not only architects, 
but also engineers, s p e c i f i c a t i o n w r i t e r s , superintendents, and accountants. 
They were equipped to handle confidently any project of that day. 

Holabird and Roche's buildings have not been compiled i n a complete 
mom?graphy, and their work i s most l i k e l y more extensive than realized. 
Their a r c h i t e c t u r a l oeuvre i s comprised of i n t r i c a t e engineering and spacial 
development. De t a i l and fo r c e f u l architectonic i s most generally subdued 
i n favor of l o g i c , the handling of structure, systems integration, and 
economics. 

The works of Holabird and Roche were described i n one of the leading 
1920 a r c h i t e c t u r a l publications as "that which makes up the daily g r i s t . " 
However, i n the case of Aquila Court, an ordered and uneventful facade gives 
way to a unique set of inner spacial relationships. 

In the present day of urban emphasis this building represents a we l l 
developed integration of the urban components; r e t a i l , o f f i c e , and town 
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3. MAP REFERENCE 

U.S.G.S, 7 1/2'; Omaha North Quadrangle 
1:24000 
1956, Photo revised, 1969 
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February 26, 1973 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 "L" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

On behalf of the Nebraska State H i s t o r i c Preservation Board we 
are enclosing the following nomination for your consideration to the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

1. The Aquila Court Building 

I f there are any questions concerning the nomination, please 
l e t us know. 

Sincerely, 

Mar-v/in F. K ive t t 
Director 

MFK/smh 
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S. N. W O L B A C H G R A N D ISLAND 
W A R R E N C. WOOD G E R I N G 

EXECUTIVE B O A R D 
EX-OFFICIO 

J . J A M E S E X O N , G O V E R N O R 
STATE OF N E B R A S K A 

D U R W A R D B. V A R N E R , PRESIDENT 
UNIVERSITY OF N E B R A S K A 

P A U L W . W H I T E , CHIEF JUSTICE 
OF THE S U P R E M E C O U R T OF N E B R A S K A 

ROBERT P I N K E R T O N , PRESIDENT OF 
THE N E B R A S K A PRESS ASSOCIAT ION 

M A R V I N F. K I V E T T 
DIRECTOR P H O N E (402) 432-2793 

1500 R STREET 
L I N C O L N , N E B R A S K A 68508 

July 23, 1973 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 "L" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

A : / 

\ ! lIO/ 
'~~'~X, / J' ^ 

RECEIVED 
xi^j'''^'^''~~-'JJ 

I'Jii 
1—*—i 

j> 3 1973 bl 
NATIONAL H 

Please find enclosed the Acquila Court Building nomination. We 
have made the requested corrections or additions. 

If there are any further questions concerning the nomination, 
please let us know. 

Sincerely, 

MFK/smr 
Enclosures 

Marvin F. Kivett 
Director 
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