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1. Name of Prooertv

Historic name: Beaver Creek Bridae

Other names/site number: Newburah Bridae* 32ST146

2. Location

Street & number; unnamed county road
City or town: Finley

□ not for publication 

^ vicinity

State: North Dakota Code: ND Countv: Steele Code: 091 Zip code: 58:>3 0

3. State/Federal Aaencv Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination____
request for determination of eligibility____meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places
and meets thejjpe^ural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the pr^rty__X meets____ does not meet
the National^,^^ist4r criteria. I recommend IfQit tpis property be considered significant natinnaiiw X c*ato«/iHo in/'aiiv i caanationally statewide locally. (.

Signature and s of certifying official jgmes

State Historic Preserve

January 8, 1997
Date

Officer (North Dakota)

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

/
4. Natit^al Park Service Certification
I hereby gfrtify that the property is:

entered in the National Register
____See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the 
National Register
____See continuation sheet.

determined not eligible for the 
National Register, 

removed from the 
National Register, 

other, (explain:)_____________

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action



Beaver Creek Bridge
Name of Property

Steelef North Dakota 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

□ private □ building(s)
public - local □ district

□ public - State □ site

□ public - Federal structure

□ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property Is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Historic Roadway Bridges of N.D.

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

6, Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION: Road-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

TRANSPORTATION: Road-related

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: pinned Pratt pony truss 

bridge_____________________________

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation concrete

walls

roof

other -S.t^e.1.
wood

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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BEAVER CREEK BRIDGE 
STEELE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA

Narrative Description:

The Beaver Creek Bridge is located on an unpaved county road in rural Steele 
Coxanty, North Dakota. The site is located approximately thirteen miles east and 
four miles north of Finley, North Dakota. The bridge, constructed on a north- 
south axis, carries a gravel “section-line” road through a rural portion of the 
county. The surrounding land is largely cultivated, and scattered groups of 
fcunnstead buildings exist in the vicinity; a large, historic farmstead complex is 
visible north of the site. The bridge crosses Beaver Creek, a relatively minor 
watercourse. Here, the River meanders through a wide, shallow valley dotted with 
trees and wetlands.

The bridge itself is a pin-connected Pratt pony truss, with a steel 
superstructxare. The Pratt design, which saw widespread use nationally and in 
North Dakota dvuring the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, is 
cheuracterized by the presence of relatively-heavy vertical members designed to 
handle the compressive stress of a bridge load. The use of pinned rather than 
riveted connections dates the Beaver Creek Bridge as a relatively eeurly Pratt 
design. The bridge contains a single truss span, three panels in length; there 
are no approach spans. Overall, the bridge is approximately 47 feet long, with a 
vehicle deck 18 feet wide.

Design details of the bridge's svibstructure and superstructvire are outlined 
below:

Substructure: concrete abutments, with wing walls at both ends (inside the
concrete: twisted rebeir and I-beam pilings)

Superstructure:
upper chords: two channel sections with continuous cover plate along the

upper flcinges and batten plates along the lower flanges 
lower chords: paired punched eyebars
verticals: two pairs of angle sections with lacing bars in between
diagonals: single punched eyebars
laterals (bottom): round rods
moveable end: plate
floor system: I-beam stringers, with outside channels, resting on I-beam

floor beams, riveted to the superstructure 
decking: a double layer of wood
railing: two angle sections
steelmaker's marks: Lackawanna Steel Co., Buffalo, N.Y.

A metal plaque mounted on one of the bridges north end chords carries the 
lettering “1913 / BUILT BY / FARGO BRIDGE / AND / IRON CO. / FARGO, N.D."
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STEELE COUNTY. NORTH DAKOTA

The bridge retains a very high level of integrity; it remains in its 
original location, and all major structural conponents appear to retain their as- 
built appearance.

The Beaver Creek Bridge is owned and maintained by Steele County. It 
carries the state numerical designation 46-120-06.0.



Beaver Creek Bridge
Name of Property

Steele,. North Dakota 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark V in one or more txjxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing.)

a Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

[H B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

EuE C Property embodies the distinctive charactenstics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

n D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark V in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

Q A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

Q B removed from its original location.

Oca birthplace or grave.

CU D a cemetery.

CH E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

n F a commemorative property.

IZI G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION
ENGINEERING

Period of Significance

1913-1946

Significant Dates

1913

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
______ N/A_______________

Cultural Affiliation
______ N/A______

Architect/Builder

Builder: Fargo Bridge & Iron Co.

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on orre or rtKire continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
preliminary determination of individuai listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 
previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National 
Register
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering ----------------
Record#

Primary location of additional data:
3 State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other
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Narrative Stateoient of Significance:

In accordance with the guidelines established in the Multiple Property 
Documentation form for “Historic Roadway Bridges in North Dakota,” the Beaver Creek 
Bridge is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places with 
local significance under Criteria “A” and “C.” The bridge is significant under 
Criterion A for its association with an inportcint pattern of bridge construction 
in a number of counties in the state, in which one or two bridge companies 
received most of the contracts over a successive period of years, even with, or 
under the pretense of, competitive bidding. This pattern emerged in the late 
nineteenth century and, in some counties, continued into the 1930s. This is the 
oldest documented bridge in Steele Coxinty constructed by a long-term county bridge 
builder, the Fargo Bridge and Iron Con^jany. Fargo built bridges in Steele County 
in almost every year between 1904 and 1920.

The bridge is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places under Criterion C because it is the oldest documented metal truss bridge 
in the county.

Historical information: This bridge was built in 1913 by the Fargo Bridge &
Iron Co. (FB&I). The only mention of this bridge in the commissioners' minutes is an ent^ for July 24, 1913, noting that FB&I was paid $1,860 for conpletion of 
the bridge. Since the middle of the previous decade, FB&I had dominated bridge 
work in the county, regularly receiving contracts, often with costs set to a 
fixed standard of, for example, twenty dollars per lineal foot.

Fargo Bridge & Iron was North Dakota's largest in-state builder of truss 
bridges during the first two decades of the twentieth century; the firm was 
particularly active in eastern and southern North Dakota. Over fifty historic 
bridges erected by FB&I during this period are believed to survive in the state.
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Bibliography:

Johnson, Lon, et.al. “Historic Bridges in North Dakota.” Bismarck: North Dakota
Department of Transportation, 1992.

North Dakota State Highway Department, "Structure Inventory & Appraisal Sheet,” 
Bridge No. 46-120-06.0, n.d.

Steele County Commission: Minute Book D, p. 114.



Beaver Creek Bridae
Name of Property

Stieele. North Dakota 
County and State

10. Geoaraohical Data

Acreage of Property Less than one acre.

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 |1|4| |5|2U|ll2|5UJ
zone Easting Northing

3 III l_l_l_l_l_l_l

2

4
Zone Easting

l-l-l l-l-l-l.
L_l See oontnuaBon sheet

Northing

Verbal Boundary Description
(Descrtie the txundaries of the property on a oordnuadon sheet)

Boundary Justification
(E)f]lah why the txxfidaries were selected on a ooitinuation sheet)

11. Fonn Prepared by

Nen^THe: Mark Hufstetler / Historian
rwjaniTarinn- T?<anwah1 p. Technologjes f Incorporated
street & Nunijer 511 Mf^tals Bank Building_______________
ClyorTown; Butte____________________ Stale: Montana

Date: E)ecemVv^r IQ, 1996
Tetephone: (406^ 782-0494

__ Zip code: 59701

Additional Documentation
Silr4 the Iblow^ lerm v4h the connpleted fortTi:

Continuation Sheets 

Maps

A uses map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Cheok wih the SHPO or FPO for any addfcnal lems.)

Property Owner
(Complete this lem at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

Nane: Steele County
Sbeet&Number 
CiyorTowrv__

Cr>iTrthoii«:tr>p P.O. Box 296
Finley State: North Dakota

Telephone: f701) 524-2152
Zipoode: 58230

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This nlimialiQn is being colecied for appications to the National Regsler of Historic Places to riornnale properties for isling or determine 
ei^Uty for isting, to 1st properties, and to amend CMSting istngs. Response to this request is neqiaed to obtain a benefit in accordance wlh the National Historic Preservation Act, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.).

Estinated Bunlen Statement PU*; reporting burden for the form is estirnated to average 18.1 hours per response includtog the tme for reviewing instructions, gathering and 
rrantaining data, arid connpleting arid revievMrig the form. Direcl comments tegardng this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, AdministratKe Services Division, 
Nalionai Pak Service, P.O. Ba 37127, Washir^, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of ManEgement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (10240018), WasHngton, DC 
20503.
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Verbal Boundeury Description:

The bridge is located on the boundary between Sections 32 and 33, Township 
148 North, Range 54 West. The boundary consists of a rectangle, measuring 
97 feet north-south and 68 feet east-west, and centered on the bridge 
superstructure.

Boundsury Justification:

The boundary is constructed to include the area occupied by the bridge 
superstructure and substructure, as well as a 25-foot buffer of land 
immediately surrovinding the structure.
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Index to Photographs

Photographer: Mark Hufstetler
Date: i^ril 1996
Location of original negatives: State Historical Society of North Dakota,

Bismarck.

Photograph
Number Description

Direction 
of View

1

2

3

North portal and west elevation 

South portal 

Bridge plaque

SE

N

S



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

Beaver Creek Bridge

Historic Roadway Bridges of North Dakota MPS 

STATE & COUNTY: NORTH DAKOTA, Steele

PROPERTY
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

DATE RECEIVED: 1/28/97
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/27/97
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 97000183

NOMINATOR: STATE

APPEAL: 
OTHER:

COM^NT WAIVER: N

ACCEPT ___ RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/11/97
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/14/97

FOR REVIEW:

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:

: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

N
N
N

REJECT

7HUon&.-» He0aUf

DATE

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER

'i ■

TELEPHONE

. ^ l' 7’.

^ ’I?
V

' i

'5, :

DISCIPLINE_

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N
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State Historical Society
of north dokoto (State Historical Board)
North Dakota Heritage Center, 612 East Blvd. Ave., Bismarck, N.D. 58505 
Teiephone 701-328-2666 - Fox 701-328-3710

RECtlVtO 2;’:'0

2 8 1997

January 13, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull
Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
United States Department of the Interior
P. 0. Box 37127
W434
Washington, DC 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find one Multiple Property Documentation Form and twenty-six completed and 
documented nomination forms for the:

Historic Roadway Bridges of North Dakota, Multiple Property Documentation Form; 
Cedar Creek Bridge, 32AD50, Adams County;
West Park Bridge, 32BA39, Barnes County;
Rainbow Arch Bridge, 32BA42, Barnes County;
West Antelope Bridge, 32BE41, Benson County;
Liberty Memorial Bridge, 32BL114 Burleigh County;
New Rockford Bridge, 32ED223, Eddy County;
Grace City Bridge, 32F013, Foster County;
Northwood Bridge, 32GF282, Grand Forks County;
Midway Bridge, 32GF283, Grand Forks County;
Ost Valle Bridge, 32GF292, Grand Forks County;
Romness Bridge, 32GG93, Griggs County;
Westgaard Bridge, 32MH124, McHenry County;
Elliott Bridge, 32MH131, McHenry County;
Great Northern Railway Underpass, 32MN499, Mountrail County;
Nesheim Bridge, 32NE49, Nelson County;
Lisbon Bridge, 32RM78, Ransom County;
Colton's Crossing Bridge, 32RM84, Ransom County;
Midland Continental Overpass, 32SN171, Stutsman County;

/^Beaver Creek Bridge, 32ST146, Steele County;
Portland Park Bridge, 32TR681, Traill County;
Norway Bridge, 32TR684, Traill County;
Porter Elliott Bridge, 32TR690, Traill County;

AccmitcJb\ the 
Amcncan .AiiiiCMlkHi 
tW Muwumi



Page 2
January 13, 1997

Goose River Bridge, 32TR693, Traill County;
Caledonia Bridge, 32TR695, Traill County;
Blanchard Bridge, 32TR698, Traill County;
Viking Bridge, 32TR700, Traill County, North Dakota

The properties have been reviewed by the North Dakota State Historic Preservation Review 
Board, who after reviewing the historical, architectural, and archeological facts pertaining to 
the properties and after apply the criteria for eligibility to them agreed that the criteria were 
met and recommended that the properties be nominated.

The property owners have been notified by letter of the proposed nomination action and invited 
to comment.

If you have any questions about the nominations please feel free to contact Rolene Schliesman 
of our staff at (701)328-2033.

Sincerely,

James E. Sperry 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

(North Dakota)

RRS/je
Enclosures
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State Historical Society
of north dokoto (State Historical Board)
Nortti Dakota Heritage Center, 612 East Blvd. Ave., Bismarck, N.D. 58505 
Telephone 701-328-2666 - Fax 701-328-3710

14 January 1997

Ms. Carol Shull, Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
US Department of the Interior
PO Box 37127
W434
Washington, DC 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed please find the letters of comment and objection for nine recently submitted 
bridge nominations from North Dakota. They are:

West Park Bridge, 32BA39, Barnes County 
1 letter from the City of Valley City 

Rainbow Arch Bridge, 32BA42. Barnes County 
1 letter from the City of Valley City
1 letter from the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT)

Liberty Memorial Bridge, 32BL114, Burleigh County 
1 letter from NDDOT

Northwood Bridge, 32GF282, Grand Forks County 
1 letter from Grand Forks County 

Midway Bridge, 32 GF283, Grand Forks County 
1 letter from Grand Forks County 

Ost Valle Bridge, 32 GF292, Grand Forks County 
1 letter from Grand Forks County 

Nesheim Bridge, 32NE49, Nelson County 
1 letter from Nelson County 

Lisbon Bridge, 32RM78, Ransom County 
1 letter from Ransom County 
1 letter from NDDOT

y/ Beaver Creek Bridge, 32ST146, Steele County 
1 letter from Steele County

We apologize for not submitting these letters with the original submission (mailed 
yesterday). We also apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

.Accn-JileJK ihe 
Amrrican .Auticiac 
i>t MuMTums



Shull, page 2.
14 January 1997

If you have any questions about the enclosed letters, please feel free to contact me at 701- 
328-2033.

Sincerely,

Rolene R. Schliesman 
Architectural Historian

enclosures


